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NE FA UE. 
HE materials for the following ſheets were 
collected in the year 1782, 1783, 1785, and 
1786; in which years, as a member of Congreſs, 
I had acceſs to all the official papers of the Uni- 
ted States, Every letter written to Congreſs 
by General Waſhingtoh, from the day he took 
the command of the American army till he re- 
ſigned it, was carefully peruſed, and it's con- 
tents noted, The ſame was done with the let- 
ters of other general officers, miniſters of Con- 
greſs, and others in public ſtations, It was in- 
tended to have enlarged the work by the in- 
ſertion of ſtate papers, as proofs and illuſ- 
trations of my poſitions, This I could ea» 


fily have done, and ſhall do at a future time, 
and in a ſeparate work, if the public require it. 


At preſent I thought it prudent to publiſh little 


more than a imple narrative of events, without 
introducing my authorities, Several of theſe are 
already in my Hiftory of the Revolution of South= 
Carolina, and ſuch as are printed may be found 


in the periodical publications of the day. I have 


endeavoured - 


. / 
| 77-0 FRE FACE 
| | endeavoured to give much original matter at a 
W- imall expence. As I write about recent events, 
= known to thouſands as well as myſelf, proofs, 
| are at preſent leſs neceſſary than they will be in 
: [ future. 3 ; 
1 | I appeal to the actors in the great ſcenes 
| which I have deſcribed for the ſubſtantial truth 
| of my narrative, Intentional miſrepreſentations, 
AF I am ſure there are none. If there are any from 
other ſources, I truſt they will be found in ſmall 
circumſtances, not affecting the ſubſtance. 


October 20, 1789- 
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AMERICAN R EVOLUTIO N. 
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Y the 3 of the Engliſh Colonies, nd the po | 


ie Condition of their ann 


H x 'cxrenfive Condens which, N aur; called A. 

meriga, was three hundred years ago unknown to 
three quarters of the globe. The efforts of Europe 
during the fifteenth century to find a new path to the 
rich countries of the Eaſt, brought on the diſcovery, of a 
new world in the Weſt. Chriſtopher Columbus acquired 
this, diſtinguiſhed, hopor in the year ,1492, but a later 


navigator Americus Veſpucius who had been employed to 


draw maps ot the new diſcoverics, robbed him of the credit 


he juſtly merited of having the country called by his 


name, In the following year 1493, Pope Alexander the 
ſixth, with a munificence that coſt him nothing, gave the 
whole Continent, to Ferdinand and Iſabella, of Spain. 
This grant was not becauſe the country was uninhabited, 
but becauſe the nations exiſting. there were infidels; and 


therefore in the opinion of che infallible donor not en- 


titled to the poſſeſſion of the territory in which their 
Creator had placed them. This extravagant claim of a 
right to diſpoſe of the countries of heathen nations, was 
too abſurd to be univerſally regarded, even in that ſpper- 
ſtitious age. And in defiance of it, feyeral European 


ſovereigus though devoted to the See of Rome under- 


took and ſucceſsfully proſecuted further diſcoveries in 
the Weſtern hemiſphere. 
A Henry 
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AM 
Henry the fevanch © England, by the iden of an 


authority ſimilar to that of Pope? Alexander, granted to 
John Cabot and his three ſons # commiſſion, to na- 
vigate all parts of the ocean for the purpoſe of diſcover- 


ing Iſlands, Countries, Regions or Provinees, either of 


Gentiles or Infidels, which have been hitherto unknown 
to all chriſtian people, with power to ſet up his ſtandard 
and o take poſſeſſion of the ſame as Vaſſuls of the 
crown of England.” By virtue of this commiſſion, Se- 
baſtian Cabot explored and took poſſeſſion of a great part 
of the North Ameriean econgren; in the name and on 
behalf of the king of England. 

The country thus diſcovered by Cabot was poſſeſſed by 
numerous tribes or nations of people. As theſe had 
been till then unknown to all other Princes or States, 
they could not poſſibly have owed either allegiance or 
ſubjection to any foreign power on earth; they ,muſt 
have therefore been independent communities, and as 
ſuch capable of acquiring territorial property, in the 
ſame. manner as other vations. Of the various princj- 
ples on which a right to ſoil has been founded, there is 
none ſuperior to immemorial occupancy. From what 
time the Aborigines of America had reſided therein, 
or from what place they migrated thither, were queſtions 
of doubtful ſolution, but it was certain that they had 
Jong been ſole occupants of the country. In this ſtate 
no European prince could derive a title to the ſoil from 
diſcovery, becauſe that can give a right only to lands and 
Things which either have never been owned or poſſeſſed, 
or which after being owned or poſſeſſed have been volun- 
'tarily deſerted. The right of the Indian nations to the 
oil in their poſſeſſion was founded in nature. It was 
the free and liberal gift of Heaven to them, and ſuch as 
no foreigner could rightfully annul. The blinded ſuper- 
ſtition of the times regarded the Deity as the partial 
God of chriſtians, and not as the common father of 
faints and ſavages. The pervading influence of philo- 
ſophy, reaſon, and truth, has fince that period, given vs 
better notions of the rights of mankind, and of the obli- 
gations of morality. Theſe unqueſtionably are not con- 

fined 
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fined to particular modes of faith, but extend univerſally 
to Jews and Gentiles, to Chriſtians and Infidels. | 
Unfounded however as the claims of European ſove- 
reigns to American territories were, they ſeverally pro- 
ceeded to act upon them. By tacit conſent they adopted 
as a new law of nations, that the countries which each 


explored ſhould be the abſolure property ot the diſco- 


verer. While they thus ſported with the rights of un- 
offending nations, they could not agree in their ref- 
pect ive ſhares of the common ſpoil. The Portugueſe 


grandizement, contended for the excluſive ſovereignty of 
what Columbus had explored. Animated by the ran- 
cour of commercial jealouſy, the Dutch and Portugueſe 
fought for the Brazils. + Contrary to her genuine in- 
tereſts, England commenced a war in order that her 
contraband traders on the Mexican coaſt, claimed by the 
king of Spain might no longer be ſearched. No farther 
back than the middle of the preſent century, a conteſt 
concerning boundaries of American territory belonging 
to neither, occaſioned a long and bloody war between, 
France and England. 

Though Queen Elizabeth and James the firſt denied 
the authority of the pope of Rome to give away the 
country of Infidels; yet they ſo far adopted the fanciful 
diſtinftion between the rights of heathens and the rights 
of chriſtians, as to make it the foundation of their reſpee- 
tive grants. They freely gave away what did not belong 
to them with no other proviſo, than that © the territo- 
ries and diſtricts fo granted, be not previouſly occupied 
and poſſeſſed by the ſubjects of any other chriſtian prince 
or State.” The firſt Engliſh patent which was given for 
the purpoſe of coloniſing the country diſcovered by the 
Cabots, was granted by Queen Elizabeth ro Sir Hum- 
phry Gilbert, but this proved abortive. Soon after ſhe 
licenſed Walter Raleigh, to ſearch for heathen lands 


not inhabited by chriſtian people, and granted to him 


in fee all the ſoil' “ within 200 leagues of the places 
where his people ſhould make their dwellings and abid- 


ww 


and Spaniards, inflamed by the ſame ſpirit of nationalag- ' 


1496. 
— 


1578. 


1584. 


ings.” 
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1585. ings.” Under his auſpices an inconſiderable took 
—— poſſeſſion of a part of the American coaſt, which now 
forms North-Cardlina. In honor, of the Virgin Queen 
his ſovereign, he gave to the whole country the pame' of | 
Virginia, Theſe firſt ſettlers and ſeveral: others who | 
followed them, were either deſtroyed, by the ..natiyes, 
removed by ſucceeding navigators, or died without leav- f 

ing any behind to tell their melancholy. ſtory, for they c 

were never more heard of. No permanent ſettlement | 

was effected till rhe reign of James the firſt. The na- 0 

* 

n 

8 
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tional ardor which ſprung from the long and vigorous ad- 
miniſtration of Queen Elizabeth, continued toproduce its \ 
effects for ſome time after ſhe had ceaſed to animate the 

whole. Her ſucceſſor though of an indolent diſpoſition, 
poſſeſſed a laudable genius for coloniſation. | Naturally t 
fond of, novelty, he was much pleaſed with a propoſal r 
made to him by ſome of the projectors of that age for 1 


deducing a colony into that part of America commonly V 
called Virginia.” He therefore granted letters patent to p. 
1606. Thomas Gates and his aſſociates, by which he conferred iv 
on them all thoſe territories in America, which were ſ 
not then poſſeſſed by other chriſtian princes or people, d. 
and which lay between the 34th and 45th degree of fi 
north latitude.” They were divided into two compa- di 
nies, the firſt conſiſting of adventurers of the city of in 
London, was called the London company, the ſecond h. 
conſiſting of merchants of Plymouth and ſome other pe 
Weſtern towns, was called the Plymouth company. The la 
adventurers were empowered. to tranſport thither as to 
many Engliſh ſubjects as ſhould willingly -accompany ce 
them; and it was declared ** that the coloniſts and their th 


children ſhould enjoy the ſame liberties as if they had nc 
| | remained, or were born, within the realm.” The month 
1697. of April 1607, is the epoch of the firſt permanent ſertle- by 


| 
ment on the coaſt of Virginia, the name then given ta th 
all that extent of country which now forms thirteen th 
[ States. The emigrants took poſſeſſion of a peninſula on acc 
the Northern fide of James-river,- and erected a town int 
| which in honor of their ſovereign they called ;James- 4g 


Town. They ſoon experienced the embarraſſments Py 
which 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 
which art ahbe uſual lot of pew: ſettlers. In a few 


5 
1607. 


months diſeaſes ſwept away one half of their number. —— 


Thoſe who ſurvived were greatly chagrined by the many 
vexations incidental; to their new and forlorn fituation. 
In 1609, the Southern or London company ſurrendered 
their rights to the crown and obtained a new patent, 
There were then added to the former adventurers, many 
of the firſt nobility and gentry, To them and their 
ſucceſſors were granted, in abſolute property, the lands 
extending from Cape Comfort along the ſea coaſt, ſouth- 
ward 200 miles, from the ſame promontory 200 miles 
northward, and from the Atlantic weſtward to the 
South ſea. Licence was given to tranſport to Virginia, 
all perſons willing to go thither. The caloniſts and 


their poſterity were declared“ to be entitled to the. 


rights of ſuhjocts, as if they had remained within the 
realm.” The company being thus favoured by their ſo- 
vereign, - were, encouraged to proceed with ſpirit in ſup- 
porting and extending their ſettlement, but before this 
was thoroughly- accompliſhed, a great waſte of the human 
ſpecies had taken place. Within 20 years after the foun - 
dation of James-Town was laid upwards of gooo Eagliſh 
ſubjects had, at different times, migrated thither, but 
diſeaſes, famine, wars with the natives, and the other 
inconveniences of their new ſettlement, had made fuch 
havoc among theſe adventurers, that by the end of that 
period, there remained alive only about 1800 of that 
large number. The ſame and other cauſes continued 
to operate ſo forcibly that, notwithſtanding frequent ac- 
ceſſions from new adventurers, Virginia in 1670, fixty 
three years after the ſettlement of James- Town contained 
no more than 40,090 inhabitants. 

Thirteen years clapſed after James-Town began to be 
built before any permanent eſtabliſhment was effected in 
the Northerg or ſecond Colony. Various attempts for 
that purpoſe had failed, nor was che arduous buſineſs 
accompliſhed, till it was undertaken by men who were 


agriculture or commerce. Theſe men had been called 


Ferhat in England, from their carneſt deſires of far - 
ther 


influenced by higher motives than the extenſion of 


1609. 


1620. | 
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1620. ther reformation in the eftabliſhed church und  particy- 


— 


1593. 


larly for their averfion to certain popiſt habirs and ce. 
remonies, which they deemed finful from their having 
been abuſed to idolatry. Such was the intolerance of 
the times, and fo violent the zeal for uniformity, that po- 
pular preachers of this ſet, though men. of learning 
and piety were ſuſpended, deprived, impriſoned, and 
ruined; for their not uſing garments or ceremonies which 
their adverſaries acknowledged to be indifferent. Puri- 
taniſm nevertheleſs gained ground. On experiment it 
was found that no attempts are more fruitleſs than thoſe 
which are made with the view of bringing men to think 
alike on the ſubject of religion. The leaders both of 
Church and State were tod little acquainted with the 
genuine principles of policy and chriſtlanity, to apply the 
proper remedy for preſervirig peace among diſcordiog 
ſets. Inſtead of granting a general liberty of conſcience, 
compulſory methods were adopted for enforcing uniform- 
ity, An act was paſſed for puniſhing all who refuſed 
to come to church or were preſent at any conventicle or 


meeting. The puniſhment was impriſonment till the con- 


1606. 


| feeutors by removing to Holland. They continued there 


victed agreed to conform, and made a declaration of his 
conformity. If that was not done in three months, he was to 
quit the realm, and go into perpetual baniſhment. In caſe, 
he did not depart within the time limited, or returned af- 
terwards without a licenſe, he was to ſuffer death. Such is 
the renitency of the human mind to all impoſitions on 
conſcience, that the more the Puritans were oppreſſed, the 
more were they attached to their diſtinguiſhing opinions, 
and the more did their ſe& prevail. Several of them 
ſuffered death, in preference to purchaſing an exemption 
from legal penalties, by doing what, in their opinion, was 
wrong. It was afterwards reſolved to ſend others, who 
had equally perſevered in their non-conformity, into ba- 


niſhment. Many choſe to avoid theſe evils by volunta- 


rily exiling themſelves from their native country. 

A congregation of theſe Puritans, under the paſtoral 
care of Mr. John Robinſon, being extremely haraſſed 
tor their religious opinions, reſolved to elude their per- 


ten 
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ollanders, thy, were induced by very cogeat reaſons to 
hink of a ſecond removal. The morals of the Dutch 
of Were in their opinion too diflolute;z and they were afraid 
0: Wha: their offspring would conform to the bad examples 
ng aily. before them. They had alſo an ardent defire of 
od Mpropoguting religion jo forcign lands, and of ſeparating 
ch e mſelees from all the exiſting eſtabliſhments in Europe, 
rat they might have an opportunity without interruption 
't pf handing down. to future ages the model of a pure 
ole hurch, free from the admixture of human additions, 
ok Hl ncrica, the colonifing of which, then excited a conſide · 


of Hadie (hare of public attention, preſented a proper theatre 


he Hor chis purpoſe. After ſerious and repeated addreſſes 


he o Heaven for direction, they reſolyed to croſs the At- 


og Wantic. An application on their behalf, was made to 
*© Whcic native ſovereign King James, for full liberty and 
nm" Wrcedom of conſcience, but nothing more could be ob- 
ained than g promiſe, that he would connive at and 
or Wot moleſt them. The hope that, when at the diſtance 
df 3000 miles, they would be out of the reach of ec- 
W elchaſtical courts, induced them nevertheleſs to venture. 
0 Wl hey failed 101 in number from Plymouth, in September 
ſe, Wand arrived at Cape Cod in the November following. 
efore landing they formed themſclves into a body po- 
© Witic, under the crown of England, for the purpoſe of 
« framing juſt and equal laws, ordinances, acts, conſti- 
he tutions and offices, to which forty one of their num- 
„ber ſubſcribed their names, and promiſed all due ſub- 
miffion and obedience. After landing they employed 
" chemſelves in making diſcoveries till the 20th of Decem- 


Aber. They chen fixed on a place for ſettlement, which 


0 hey afterwards called New-Plymouth and purchaſed the 
ſoil from its native proprictors. Theſe adventurers were 
now at the commencement of a long and dreary wiater, 
at an immenſe diſtance, from their former habitations, on 
the ſtrange coaſt of an unculuvated country, without a 
friend to welcome their arrival, or a houſe to ſhelter 
them. In ſettling down on bare creation-they had every 

9 | obſtacle 


en years, and by bard. labor, earned 2 living. Though 1620, 
hey were much eſteemed and kindly received by he 


1620. 


1620. 
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162 0. obſtacle to ſurmount that could prove their firmneſs, or 


mx their patience. The climate was unfavorable ; the 


bed liberty to worſhip their creator in the way that wa 


for non-conformity diſpoſed them to reflect on the n 


ſeaſon cold and pinching. The proſpect of obtaining : 
ſupply of proviſions, by cultivating the ſtubborn ſoil, re. 
quired an immenſity of previous labor, and was both dil. 
tant and uncertain. From the diſorders occafioned by 
their tedious voyage, with inſufficient ' accommodations, 
togethep with thoſe brought on them by the fatigues and 
exertions. unavoidable in a new ſettlement; and the rigor 
of the ſeaſon, they buried forty four perſons, nearly on: 
half of their original number, within fix months after 
their landing. Animated with a' high degree of relig. 


ous fervor, they ſupported theſe various hardſhips with 
unabated reſolution. The proſpect of an exemption from 


the tyranny of ecclefiaſtical coutts, and of an undiſtur 


agreeable to their conſciences, was in their eſtimation 
ſufficient counterbalance to all that they underwent, 

This handful of people laid the foundation of New- 
England. From them and their ſubſequent aſſociates have 


_ ſprung the many thouſands that have inhabited Maſſi- 


chuſetts, New-Hampſhire, Connecticut and Rhode-Iſland 
The Puritans, to which ſect theſe primitive emigrants be- 
longed, were à plain, frugal, induſtrious people, who 
were ſtrict obſervers of moral and ſocial duties. They 
held, that the Bible was the ſole rule both of faith and 
practice -- that every man was bound to ſtudy it and to 
judge of its meaning for himſelf, and to follow that line 
of conduct and mode of worſhip, which he apprehended 
to be thereby required, They were alſo of opinion that 
no churches or church officers had any power over other 
churches or officers, ſo as to control them---that all 
church members had equal rights and ' privileges---thit 
the impoſition of articles of faith, modes of worſhip, ha- 


bits or ceremonies, was ſubyerfive of natural rights and 


an uſurpation of power, not delegated to any man or bo- 
dy of men. They viewed chureh hierarchy, and eſpecial: 
ly the lordly pomp of Biſhops, as oppoſed to the pur 
ſimple, and equal ſpirit, of chriſtianity. Their ſufferiog 


ture 


. 
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ture and extent of civil authority, and led to a 
conviction that tyranny, whether in church or ſtate, was 
contrary to nature, reaſon and revelation, There was a 
ſimilarity between their opinions of government, and 
thoſe which they held on the ſubject of religion. Each 


ſtrengthened the other. Both were favourableto liberty, 
and hoſtile to all undue exerciſe of authority. 

Tr is matter of regret, that theſe noble principles of li- 
berty ceafed to operate on theſe emigrants ſoon after they 
got power into their hands. In the eleventh year after 
their ſettlement in America they reſolved, that no man 
ſhould be admitted to the freedom of their body politic, 
but ſuch as were members of ſome of their churches,” 
and afterwards, that none but ſuch ſhould ſhare in the 
adminiſtration of civil government, or have a voice in any 
election. In a few years more, they had ſo far forgot 
their own ſufferings, as to preſs for uniformity in religion, 
and to turn perſecutors, in order to accompliſh it. No 
better apology can be made for this inconſiſtent conduct, 
than that the true grounds of liberty of conſcience were 
then neither underſtood, nor practiſed by any ſect of 
chriſtians. Nor can any more ſatisfactory account of ſo 
open a dereliction of former principles be offered, than that 
human nature is the ſame in all bodies of men, and that thoſe 
who are in, and thoſe who are out of power, inſenſibly ex- 
change opinions with each other on a change of their reſpec- 
tive ſituations. Theſe intemperate proceedings were over- 
ruled for good. As the intolerance of England peopled Maſ- 
ſachuſetts, ſo the intolerance of that Province made many 
emigrate from it, and gave riſe to various diſtant ſettle- 
ments, which in the courſe of years were formed into 
other Provincial eſtabliſhments. Connecticut, Rhode- 
Iſland, and New-Hampſhire, were in a great meaſure 
ſhoots from the old venerable trunk Maſſachuſetts, and 
their early growth was much accelerated by her impolitic 
zeal for uniformity. The country which was fubdivided 


into theſe four Provinces had been called New-England 


ever ſince the year 1614. The propriety of claſſing 
them under one general name became more evident from 
their being ſettled by the . kind of people, who vere 
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ſtrongly connected with each other by blood, uniformity 


of manners, and a ſimilarity of religious and political ſen+ 
timents. The early population of this Northern country 
was rapid. The Puritans, harraſſed for their non - con- 
formity in England, paſſed over to it in great numbers. 
In the ſhort ſpace of twenty years from its firſt ſettle ; 
ment 21,200 ſettlers arrived in 298 veſſels. About the 
year 1640, from a change of affairs, the emigration from 
Old to New-England in a great meaſure. ceaſed. 
_Maryland was the third Engliſh colony ſettled in North 
America, but the firſt which from its beginning, was e- 
rected into a Province of the empire. The firſt and ſe- 
cond colonies were many years governed by corporations, 
and in- a manner ſubverſive of natural liberty, but the 
third was from its firſt ſettlement ruled by laws enacted 
in a provincial legiſlature. The firſt emigration to Ma- 
ryland conſiſting of about two hundred gentlemen, chief- 


ly of the Roman Catholic religion, ſailed from England 


in November, 1632, and landed near the river Potow- 
mack in the beginning of the ſubſequent year. Calvert 
their leader purchaſed the right of the. Aborigines, and 
with their conſent took poſſeſſion of a town, which he 
called St. Mary's. He continued carefully to cultivate 
their friendſhip, and lived with them on terms of perfect 
amity. The lands which had been thus ceded were 
planted with facility, becauſe they had already undergone 
the diſcipline of Indian tillage. Food was therefore ea- 
fily procured. The Roman Catholics, unhappy in their 
native land, and deſirous of a peaceful aſylum, went over 


in great numbers to Maryland. Lord Baltimore, to 


whom the Province had been granted, laid the founda- 


tion of its future proſperity on the broad baſis of ſecuri- 


ty to property, and of freedom in religion. The wiſdom 


of theſe meaſures converted a dreary wilderneſs into a 


proſperous colony, becauſe men exert themſelves in their 
ſeveral purſuits i in proportion as they are afſured of en- 
joying in ſafety thoſe bleſſings which they wiſh for moſt. 
Never did a people enjoy more happineſs than the inha- 
bitants of Maryland under Cecilius the founder of the 
Province- While Virginia perſecuted che Puritans, her 

ſeverity 
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ſeverity compelled many to paſs over into this new Pro- 
vince,” the Aﬀembly of which had. enacted, that no 
perſons, profefling to believe in Chriſt Jeſus ſhould be 
moleſted in reſpe& of their religion, or in the free exer- 
ciſe thereof.” 'The prudence of the one colony, acquired 
what the folly of the other had thrown away. Mankind 
then beheld a new ſcene on the theatre of Engliſh Ame- 
rica, They ſaw in Maſſachuſetts the Puritans perſecut- 
ing various ſets, and the church of England in Virginia, 
actuated by the ſame ſpirit, harraſſing thoſe who difſent- 
cd from the eſtabliſhed religion, while the Roman Catho- 
lics of Maryland tolerated and protected the profefſors of 
all denominations. ' In conſequence of this liberal policy, 
and the other prudent meaſures adopted by the rulers of 
this nn, it n inc reaſed in wealth and popula- 
tion. 1 2 

The diſtractions which convulſed England for 25 years 
preceding the reſtoration in 1660, left no leiſure for co- 
lonifing; but no ſooner was Charles the Second reſtored 


to the throne of his anceſtors, than it was reſumed with 


greater ſpirit than ever. 

Soon after that event the reſtored monarch granted 
a charter to Connecticut, which had been previouſly ſet- 
tled by a voluntary affociation of perſons, who held the 
foil by an Indian title, without any authority from Eng- 


land,” By this charter King Charles eſtabliſhed a pure 


democracy. Every power, legiſlative, judicial and execu- 
tive, was inveſted in the freemen of the corporation, or 
their delegates, and the colony was under no obligation to 
communicate its legiſlative acts to the national ſove- 
a, 

In the year following, a royal charter, with a grant of 
ſimilar powers, was conferred on Rhode-Iſland and Pro- 
vidence plantations. Theſe, like Connecticut, had been 
previouſly ſettled by emigrants chiefly from Maſſachuſetts, 
who as an independent people had ſeated themſelves on 
land fairly obtained from the native proprietors, without 
any authority from the parent ſtate, This colony was 
originally planted on the Catholic principle, That eve- 
ry man who ſubmits peaceably to the civil authority, may 
worſhip 


1662. 
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worſhip God according to the dictates of his own con- 


| ſcience, without moleſtation,” and under all the changes it 


has undergone, there has been no r 
broad baſis of univerſal toleration. 
In the ſame year a patent was granted to Lord Claren- 


don and others, comprehending that extent of country, 


which now forms the States of North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and Georgia. Carolina though ſettled original - 
ly as one government, was about the year 1728 divided 
into two, Georgia was, in the year 1732, formed by 
George the Second into a diſtiact Province. 

In the year 1664, King Charles the Second gave to 


his brother James Duke of York, a patent which in- 


cluded New-York and New-Jerſey. Theſe Provinces 
had been previouſly ſettled by Dutch Coloniſts, and held 
as territories of the United Netherlands, but they were 
eaſily reduced to the obedience of the King of England, 
who claimed the country by the right of prior diſcovery. 


1664. The Duke of York in the ſame year, gave a deed of 


1681. 


New-Jerſey to Lord Berkely and Sir George Carteret. 
Seventeen years afterwards King Charles gave to Wil- 
liam Penn, a patent for Pennſylvania. Mr. Penn ſome 
time poſterior to this, obtained a farther grant of the 
land on the Weſtern ſide of the River Delaware, and 
South of Pennſylvania, which was formed into a ſepa- 
rate Government, and is now the State of Delaware. 
Notwithſtanding theſe charters Mr. Penn did not think 
himſelf inveſted with the right of the ſoil, till he had 


purchaſed it from the native proprietors. In the charter. 


of Pennſylvania ; there was no expreſs ſtipulation as had 
been inſerted in all other Colonial patents that the 
Pennſylvanians and their deſcendants ſhould be conſider- 
ed as ſubjects born within the realm,” But clauſes were 
inſerted, providing that “ acts of Parliament concern- 
ing trade and navigation, avd the cuſtoms; ſhould be duly 
obſerved.” And it was alſo ſtipulated, that no cuſtom 
or other contribution ſhould be laid on the inhabitants or 
their eſtates, unleſs by the conſent of the Proprietary, or. 
Governor and Aſſembly, or by ad of Parliament in En- 
gland. ” The omiffion of the firſt clauſe, the 1 
| 0 
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of the ſecond, and the reſervation in favor of Parlia · 
ment, in the laſt, may have been occaſioned by difficul. 
ties which had then ariſen about the rights of the Colo- 


niſts and the power of Parliament over them. Mafia. 


chuſerts had before that time queſtioned the authority 
of Parliament to tax them and: legiſlate for them. The 
general clauſe that the Coloniſts ſhould retain all the 
privileges of Engliſhmen had already been made, the 
baſis of claims againſt which ſame in the Mother Coun- 
try had many objectiona. Perhaps the ruling powers of 
England were ſenſble, that they had previouſly delegat- 
ed too much af independence to their Colonies, and in- 


tended to be more guarded in future, but their caution 


was too late. Had it been ſeriouſly intended to control 
the natural order of events, by the feeble force of words 
and clauſes in a charter, the experiment ought ta have 
been tried from the firſt, and not reſerved for that of 
Pennſylvania, which was one of the laſt granted to the 
Colonies, | Near a century after, Dr. Franklin when 
examined at the Bar of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons 
explained the matter by ſaying © that the inhabitants 
from the firſt ſettlement of the Provinee relied, that the 
Parliament never would or could by virtue of that reſer« 
vation tax them, till it had qualified itſelf couſtitutionally 
for the exerciſe of ſuch right, by admitting Repreſen- 
tatives from the people to be taxed.” 


In the rapid manner juſt related, was the Engliſh 


North American . Continent parcelled out into diſtinct 
Governments. Little did the wiſdom of the two preced- 
ing Centuries foreſee of the conſequences both good and 
evil, that were ta reſult to the old world from diſcover» 
ing and colonifing the new. When we conſider the im- 
menſe floods of gold and filver, which bave flowed from 
it inta Europe , the ſubſequent increaſe of induſtry and 
population, the prodigious extenſion of commerce, ma- 
nufactures, and navigation, and the influence of the whole 
on manners and arts, we ſee ſuch an accumulation of 
good, as leads us to rank Columbus among the greateſt 
benefactors of the human race: but when we view the 
juſtice done the natives, the extirpation of * of 
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their numerous nations, whoſe names are no more heard. 

The havoc made among the firſt ſettlers- The ſlavery 

of the Africans, to which America has furniſhed the 

temptation, and the many long and bloody wars which 

it has oceaſioned, we behold ſuch a crowd of woes, az 

excites an apprebenion; that the evil has ber the 
00d, 

: In vain do we look among ancient nations, for ex- 
amples of Colonics eſtabliſhed on principles of policy, 
ſimilar to thoſe of the Colonies of Great- Britain. En- 
gland did not, like the republics of Greece, oblige her 
fons to form diſtant communities in the wilds of the earth. 
Like Rome ſhe did not give lands as a gratuity to ſol- 
diers, who became a military force for. the defence of 
her frontiers: She did not, like Carthage, ſubdue the 
neighbouring States, in order to acquire an excluſive 
right to their commerce. No conqueſt was ever at- 
tempted over the Aborigines of America. Their right 
to the ſoil was diſregarded, and their country looked 
upon as a waſte, which was open to the occupancy and 
aſe of other nations. It was conſidered that ſertlements 

might be there formed for the advantage of thoſe who 
mould migrate thither, as well as of the Mother 
Country. The rights and intereſts of the native pro- 
prietors were, all this time, deemed of no account. 

What was the extent of obligations by which Colo- 
nies planted under theſe circumſtances, were bound 
to the Mother Country, is a ſubje& of nice diſcuſſion. 
Whether theſe aroſe from nature and the conſtitution, or 
from compact, is a queſtion neceſſarily connected with 
many others. While the friends of Union contended 
that the King of England had a property in the ſoil of 
America, by virtue of à right derived from prior diſ- 

covery; and that his ſubjecis by migrating from one 
part of his dominions to another, did not leſſen their 
obligations to obey the ſupreme power of the nation, it 
was inferred, that the emigrants to Engliſh America, con- 

tinued to owe the ſame obedience to the King and Par- 
liament, as if they had never quitted the land of their 
nativity. But if as others contended, the Indians were 
L the 
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the only lawful proprictors of the country in which | 


their Creator had placed them, and they ſold their right 
to emigrants who, as men, had a right to leave their na- 
tive country, and as ſubjects, had obtained chartered 
ermiſſion to do ſo, it follows from theſe premiſes, that 
due obligations of the Coloniſts to their parent State, 
muſt have reſulted more from compact, and the proſpect 
of reciprocal advantage, than from natural obligation: 
The latter opinions ſeem to have been adopted by ſeveral 
of che Coloniſts particularly in New-England. Sundry 
perſons of influence. in that country always held, that 
birth was no. neceſſary cauſe of ſubjection, for that the 
ſubject of any Prince or State, had a natural right to 
remove to any other State or quarter of the Globe, 
eſpecially if deprived of liberty of conſcience, ond that, 
upon ſuch removal, his ſubjection ceaſed. 

The validity of charters about which the emigrants to 
America were univerſally anxious, reſts upon the ſame 
foundation. If the right of the ſovereigns of England 
to-the ſoil of America was ideal, and contrary to natural 
juſtice, and if no one can give what is not his own, their 
charters were on ſeveral accounts a nullity. In the eye 


of reaſon and philoſophy, they could give no right to 


American territory. The only validity which ſuch 


grants could haye, was that the grantees had from their 


ſovereign, a permiſſion to depart from their native coun- 
try, and, negotiate with the proprietors for the purchaſe 
of the ſoil, and thereupon to acquire a power of juriſdic- 
tion ſubje& to his crown. Theſe were the opinions of 
many of the ſettlers in New-England. They looked 
upon their charters as a voluntary compact between their 
ſovereign and, themſelves, by which they were bound 
neither to be ſubject to, nor ſeek protection from any 
other Prince, nor to make any laws repugnant to thoſe 
of England: but did not conſider them as inferring an 
obligation of obedience. to a Parliament, in which they 
were unrepreſented. The proſpects of advantage which 
the emigrants. to America expected from the protec- 


tion of their native ſovereign, and the proſpect of ag- 


grandizement which their native ſovercign expected from 
the 


ts 
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the extenſion of his empire, made the former very ſoli. 
titous for charters, and the latter very ready to grant 
them. Neither reaſoned clearly on their nature nor 


well underſtood their extent. In leſs than eight years 
1500 miles of the ſea coaſt were granted away, and fo 


" lirtle did they who gave, or they who accepted of char. 


ters, underſtand their own tranſactions, that in ſeveral 
caſes the ſame ground was covered by contradictory 
grants, and with an abſudity that can only be palliated 
by the ignorance of fe parties, ſome of the grants ex- 


- tended to the South Sea, over a country whoſe breadth 


is yet unknown, and which to this day is unexplored. 
Ideal as theſe charters were, they anſwered a tempora- 
ry purpoſe. The coloniſts repoſed confidence in them, 


and were excited to induſtry on their credit. They alſo 


deterred foreign European powers from diſturbing them, 
becauſe agreeably to the late law of nations, relative to 
the appropriation of newly diſcovered heathen countries, 
they inferred the protection of the ſovereign who gave 
them. They alſo oppoſed a barrier to open. arid groſs en- 
croachments of the mother country on the rights of the co- 
loniſts; a particular detail of theſe is not now neceflary; 
ſomegeneral remarks may, nevertheleſg, be made on the ear- 
ly periods of colonial hiſtory; as they caſt light on the late 


revolution. Long before the declaration of independence, 


ſeveral of the colonies on different occaſions, declared, 
that they ought not to be taxed but by their own provin- 
cial aſſemblies, and that they conſidered ſubjection to act: 
of a Britiſh parliament, in which they had no repreſenta- 
tion, as a grievance. It is alſo worthy of being noted, 
that of the 13 colonies, which have been lately formed 
into States, no one (Georgia excepted) was ſettled at the 
expence of government. Towards the ſettlement of that 
Southern frontier, conſiderable ſums have at different 
times been granted by parliament, but the twelve more 


Northern provinces, have been wholly ſettled by private 
- adventurers, without any advances from the national trea- 


fury. Ir does not appear, from exiſting records, that 


any compenſation for their lands was ever. made to the 


Aborigines 
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Aborigines of America, by the crown or Parliament of 
England 3 but policy as well as juſtice led the coloniſts to 
purchaſe, and pay for what they occupied. 'This was done 
in almoſt every ſettlement; and they proſpered moſt, who 
by juſtice and kindneſs took the greateſt pains to concili- 
ate the good will of the natives. 

It is in vain to look for well balanced collfieutions in 
the early periods of coloni al iſtory. Till the revoluti- 
on in the year 1688, a period ſubſequent to the ſettle - 
ment of the colonies, England herſelf can ſcarcely be ſaid 
to have had a fixed conſtitution. At that eventful era 
the line was firſt drawn between the privileges of ſubjects, 
and the prerogatives of ſovereigns. The legal and con- 
ſtitutional hiſtory of the colonies, in their early periods, 
therefore, affords but little inſtruction. It is ſufficient in 
genegal to obſerve, that in leſs than eighty years from the 
firſt permanent Engliſh ſettlement in North America; the 
two original patents granted to the Plymouth and Lon- 
don companies were divided, and ſubdivided, into twelve 
diſtinct and unconnected provinces, and in fifty years 
more a thirteenth, by the name of Georgia, was added to 
the Southern extreme of previous eſtabliſhments. 
are To each of theſe, after various changes, there was ulti- 
ate WF mately granted a form of government reſembling, in its 
ce moſt eſſential parts, as far as local circumſtances would 
ed, permit, that which was eſtabliſhed in the parent ſtate. A 
minute defcription of conſtitutions, which no longer ex- 
en iſt, would be both tedious and unprofitable. In general, 
it may be obſerved, that agreeably to the ſpirit” of the 
ech Britiſh/ conſtitution, ample proviſion was made for the li- 
berties of the inhabitants. The prerogatives of royalty 
and dependence on the Mother Country, were but feebly 


hat BY impreſſed; on the colonial forms of government. In ſome 
ent of the provinces the inhabitants choſe their governors, and 
ore an other public officers; and their legiſlatures were under 
vate BY little or no/controuls In others the crown delegated: moſt 
cot its power to particular perſons, who were alfo- inveſted 
0 with the property of the ſoil. In thoſe which were moſt 


immediately dependent on the King, he exerciſed no high- 
n er rie. over the coloniſts than over their fellow 
* C ſubjects 


The benefits of legiſlation were conferred on both, only 


in America were far inferior in natural riches to thoſe 
- which fell to the lot of other Europeans, yet the ſecurity 
of property and of liberty, derived from the Engliſh con- 
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ſubjects in England, and his power over the provincial le- 
giſlative aſſemblies, was not greater than what he was con- 
ſtitutionally veſted with, over the houſe of commons in 
the Mother Country. From the acquieſcence of the pa- 
rent ſtate, the ſpirit of her conſtitution and daily experi- 
cace, the coloniſts grew up in a belief, that their local aſ- 
ſemblics ſtood in the ſame relation to them, as the parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, to the inhabitants of that iſland. 


through theſe conſtitutional channels. 
It is remarkable, that though the Engliſh poſſefions 


ſtitution, gave them a conſequence to which the colonies 
of other powers, though ſettled at an earlier day, have 

not yet attained. The wiſe and liberal policy of England 

towards her colonies, during the: firſt century and half 

after their ſettlement, had a conſiderable influence in ex- | 
alting them to this pre-eminence. She gave them full li- | 
berty to govern themſelves, by ſuch laws as their local le- | 
giſlatures thought neceſſary, and left their trade open to | 
every individual in her dominions: - She alſo gave them 
the ampleſt permiſſion to purſue. their reſpective iatereſts 
in ſuch manner, as they thought proper, and © reſerved 
little for herſelf, but the benefit of their trade, and that of 
a political union under the ſame, head. The colonics, 
founded by other powers, experienced no ſuch indulgen- 
cies. Portugal and Spain burdened theirs with many 
vexatious regulations, gave encouragement only to what 
was for their own intereſt, and puniſhed whatever had 2 
contrary tendency. France and Holland did not adopt 
ſuch oppreſſive maxims, but were in fact not much leſs 
rigorous and coercive, They parted, as it were, with the 
propriety of their colonies to mercantile aſſociations, which 
ſold to the coloniſts the commoditics of Europe, at an e- 
normous advance, and took the produce of their lands, 
at a low price, and, at the ſame time, diſcouraged the 
growth of any more than they could diſpoſe of, at exceſ- 


dave profits. Theſe oppreſſive regulations were followed 
| with 
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with their natural conſequence: The ſettlements thus re- 
ſtricted advanced but ſlowly is population and in wealth. 
The Engliſh colonies participated in that excellent form 
of government, with which their parent iſle was bleſſed, 
and which has raiſed it to an admirable height of agricul- 
ture, commerce, and manufactures. After many ſtrug- 
gles, it had been acknowledged to be eſſential to the con- 
ſtitution of Great Britain, that the people could not be 
compelled to pay any taxes, nor be bound by any laws, 
but ſuch as had been granted, or enacted, with the conſent 
of themſelves, or of their repreſentatives. It was alſo one 
of their privileges, that they could not be affected either 
in their property, their liberties or their perſons, but by 
the unanimous conſent of twelve of their peers. 

From the operation of theſe general principles of li- 
berty, and the wiſe policy of Great Britain, her Ameri- 
can ſettlements increaſed in number, wealth, and reſources, 
with a rapidity which ſurpaſſcd all previous calcula- 
tions, Neither ancient nor modern hiſtory can produce 
an example of colonies governed with equal wiſdom, or 
flouriſhing with equal rapidity. In the ſhort ſpace of 
150 years their numbers increaſed to three millions, and 


4 their commercetoſuch a degree, as to be more than a third of 
4 that of Great Britain. They alſo extended their ſettlements 
o 1500 miles on the ſea coaſt, and 300 miles to the weſt- 


ward, 'Their rapid population, though partly accelerat- 
ed by the influx of ſtrangers, was principally owing to 
internal cauſes. In conſequence of the equality of for- 
tune and ſimplicity of manners, which prevailed among 
them, their inhabitants multiplied far beyond the propor- 
tion of old nations, corrupted and weakened by the vices 
of wealth, and above all, of vanity, than which, perbaps, 
there is no greater enemy to the increaſe of the human 
ſpecies. un | 

The good effects of a wiſe policy and equal govern- 
ment,were not only diſcernible in raifing the colonies of 
England to a pre-eminence over thoſe of other European 
powers, but in railing ſome among themſelves to greater 
importance than others. Their relative population and 
wealth, were by no means correſpondent to their reſpect- 
ive 
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ire advantages of ſoil and climate. From the common 
diſproportion between the natural and artificial wealth of 
different countries, it ſeems to be a general rule, that the 
more nature does for any body of men, the leſs they axediſ- 
poſed to do for themſelves, 

The New-England Provinces, though poſſefled of 


comparatively a | barren country, were improved much 


faſter than others, which were bleſſed with a ſuperior ſoil 
and milder climate. Their firſt ſettlers were animated 
with a high degree of that religious fervor which excites 
to great undertakings, They alſo ſettled their vacant 


lands on principles of the wiſeſt policy. Inſtead of 


granting large tracts to individuals, they ſold the ſoil in 
ſmall farms, to thoſe who perſonally cultivated the ſame. 
Inſtead of diſſeminating their inhabitants over an ex- 


tenſive country, they formed ſucceſſive ſettlements, in 


townſhips of ſix miles ſquare. They alſo made ſuch 
arrangements, in theſe townſhips, as co-extended the 
bleflings of education and of religious inſtruction, with 
their ſettlements. By theſe means induſtry and morality 
were propagated, and knowledge was generally diffuſed. 

In proportion to their reſpective numbers, it is pro- 
bable that no other country in the world contained more 
ſober orderly citizens, and fewer who were profligatc 
and abandoned. 'Thoſe high crimes which are uſually 
puniſhed with death, were ſo rare in New-England, that 
many years have elapſed, in large populous ſettlements, 
without a fingle execution. Their leſs fertile ſoil diſpoſcd 
them to a ſpirit of adventure, and their victorious induſtry 
roſe ſuperior to every obſtacle. In carrying on the whole 
fiſhery, they not only penetrated the deepeſt frozen re- 
ceſſes of Hudſon's Bay, and Davis' ſtraits : but pierced 
into the oppoſite regions of polar cold. While ſome of 
them were ſtriking the harpoon on the coaſt of Africa, 
others purſued their gigantic game, near the ſhores of 
Braſil. While they were yet in their infancy as a poli- 
tical ſociety, they carried on this perilous buſineſs to an 
extent exceeding all that the perſeverance of Holland, the 
actiyity of France, or the vigor of Engliſh enterprize, had 


ever accompliſhed. A ſpirit of liberty prompted their 


- induſtry 
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induſtry: and a free conſtitution guarded their civil rights. 


The country was ſettled with yeomanry, who vere 
both proprietors; and cultivators, of the ſoil. Luxury 
was eſtranged from their borders. Enervatiag wealth 
and pinching poverty, were both eqally rare. Early mar- 
riages, and a numerous offspring, were common - thence 
population was rapid, and the lubabitants generally 
poſſeſſed that happy ſtate of 'medioctiry, which favors the 
improvement both of mind and body, 

New-York adjoined New-England, but did not en- 
creaſe. with equal rapidity. A few by ' monopolizing 
large tracts of land, reduced many to the neceſſity of 


being tenants, or of removing to other Provinces, where 


land could be obtained on more favorable terms. The 
encreaſe of population, in this Province, was nevertheleſs 
great, when compared with that of old countries. | This 
appears from the following ſtatement of their numbers 
at different periods. In 1756, the Province of New- 
York contained 83,233 whites, and in 1771, 148, 124, 
an increaſe of nearly two for one, in the ſpace of fifteen 
years. 

Pennſylvania was at firſt ſettled under the auſpices of 


the celebrated William Penn, who introduced a number 


of induſtrious inhabitants, chiefly of the ſect of Quakers. 
The population of this country advanced, equally, with 
that, of the New-England Provinces. Among the in- 
ducements operating on forcigners to ſettle in Pennſyl- 
vania, was a moſt excellent form of provincial goverr - 
ment, which ſecured the religious as well as the civil rights 
of its inhabitants. While the Mother Country laboured un- 
der an oppreſſive eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, and while 
partialities of the ſame kind, were ſanctioned by law, in 
ſome of the American Provinces, perfect liberty of con- 


ſcience, and an exact equality of all ſects was, in every 


period, a part of the Conſtitution of Pennſylvania. 


Quaker ſimplicity, induſtry, and frugality, contributed, 


in like manner, to the flouriſhing of that Province. The 
habits of that plain people correſpond, admirably, with a 
new country, and with republican conſtitutions. Oppoſed 


to idleneſs and n they combined the whole 


force 
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force of religion, with cuſtoms and laws, to exile theſe 
vices, from their ſociety. The firſt Quaker ſettlers were 
ſoon followed by Germans, whoſe induſtry was not infe- 
rior to their own. The emigrants from other countries 
who ſettled in Pennſylvania, followed theſe good examples, 
and induſtry and frugality became er ee virtues, 
deer the whole Province. 

The policy of a Loan-Office was alſo eminently bene - 
ficial. The Proprietaries of Pennſylvania, ſold their 
lands in ſmall tracts, and on long credit. The purchaſers 
were indulged with the liberty of borrowing, on intereſt, 
paper bills of credit, out of the Loan-Offce,on the mort- 
gige of their lands. Perhaps there never was an inſti- 
tution which contributed more to the happineſs of the 
people, or to the flouriſhing of a new country, than this 
land Loan-Office ſcheme. The Province being enriched 
by the clear intereſt of its loaned paper, was thereby ena- 
bled to defray the expences of government, with mode- 
rate taxes. The induſtrious farmer was furniſhed with 
the means of cultivating and ſtocking his farm. Theſe 
improvements, by increaſing the value of the land, not 
only eſtabliſhed the credit of the paper, but enabled the 
borrower, in a few years, to pay off the original loan 
with the productions of the ſoil. The progreſſive im- 
provement of Pennſylvania may be eſtimated from the 
increaſe of its trade. In the year 1704, that Province 
imported goods from the Mother Country, amounting 
in value only to . 11,499 ſterling, but in 1772, to the 
value of . 507,909, an encreaſe of nearly fifty for one, 
in little more than half a century. 

In Maryland and Virginia, a policy leſs favorable to 
population, and ſomewhat different from that of Pennſyl- 
vania, took place. The Church of England was incor- 
porated with the firſt ſettlement of Virginia, and in the 
lapſe of time, it alſo became the eſtabliſhed religion of 
Maryland. In both | theſe Provinces, long before the 
American Revolution, that church poſſeſſed a legal pre- 
eminence, and was maintained at the expence, not only 
of its own members, 'but of all other denominations: 


This deterred great ä eſpecially of the Preſbyte- 
rian 
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Han denomination, who had emigrated from Ireland from 
ſetiling within the limits of the ſegovernments,and fomented 
ſpirit of diſcord between thoſe who belonged to, and thoſe 
who diſſented from, the eſtabliſhed church. | 
In theſe and the other Southern Provinces, domeſtic 
ſlavery was common. Though it was not by law for- 
bidden any where, yet there were comparatively few 
ſlaves any where, to the Northward of Maryland. The 
peaceable and benevolent religion of the Quakers, induced 
their united oppoſition to all traffic of the human race. 
Many individuals of other denominations, in like manner 
diſcountenanced it, but the principal ground of difference 
on this head between the Northern and Southern P+0+ 
vinces, aroſe, lcſs, from religious principles, than from i. 
mate, and local circumſtances. In the former, they found 
it to be for their intereſt” to cultivate their lands with 
whitcmen, in the latter with thoſe of an oppoſite colour. 
The ſtagnant waters, and low lands, which are ſo frequent 
on the ſhores of Maryland and Virginia, and on the 
coaſts, and near the rivers in the Southern Provinces, ge- 
nerate diſeaſes, which are more fatal to whites than 
dlacks. There is a phyfical difference in the conſtitution 
of theſe varieties of the human fpecies. The latter -fe- 
crete leſs. by the kidaies, and more by the glands of the 
ſkin than the former. This greater degree of tranſpira- 
tion renders the blacks more tolerant of heat, than the 
whites. | The perſpirable matter, thrown off by the for- 
mer, is more fœtid than that of the latter. It is perhaps 
owing to theſe circumſtances, that blacks enjoy better 
health, in warm marſhy countries, than whites. © 
It is certain, that a great part of the low country in 
ſeveral of the provinces muſt have remained without 
cultivation, if it had not been cultivated by black men. 
From imagined neceſſity, founded on the natural ſtate of 
the country, domeſtic ſlavery ſeemed to be forced on the 
Southern provinces. It favored cultivation, but pro- 
duced many baneful conſequences. It was particularly 
hoſtile,” to the proper education of youth. Induſtry, 
temperance, and abſtinence, virtues eſſential to the health 
and vigor of both mind and body, were with difficulty 
practiſed 
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practiſed, where the labour of ſlaves procured an kbug- 
dance, not only of che neceſſaries, but of the delicacies 
of life, and where daily opportunities and facilities were 
offered, for early, exceſſive, and cnervating indulgences. 
Slavery alſo led to the engroſſing of land, in the hands 
of a few; lt impeded the introduction of labouring free- 
men, and of courſe diminiſhed: the capacity of the coun- 
try for active defence, and at the ſame: time endangered 
internal tranquility, by multiplying a ſpecies: of inhabi - 
tants, Who had no intereſt in the ſoil. For if a ſlave can 
have a, country in the world; it muſt be any other in pre- 
ference to that, in which he is compelled to labour for: 
maſter, Such is the force of habit, and the pliancy of 
human vature, that though degrading freemen to the con- 
dition of flaves, would, to many, be more intolerable than 
death, yet Negroes who have: been born and bred in ba- 
bits of ſlavery, are ſo well ſatisſied with their condition, 
that ſeveral have been know to reject proffered freedom, 
and as far as circumſtances authorize us to judge, emanci- 


pation does not appear to be the wiſh of the generality of 


them. The peaſantry of few countries enjoy as much of 
the comforts of life, as the ſlaves, who belong to good 
maſters. | Intereſt concurs with the finer feelings of hu- 
man nature, to induce ſlave-holders to treat with humani- 
ty and kindneſs, thoſe ho are ſubjected to their will and 
power. There is frequently more happineſs in kitchens 
than parlours, and life is often more pleaſantly enjoyed by 
the flave; than his maſter.» The political evils of flavery 
do not ſo much ariſe from the diſtreſſes it occaſions to 
ſlaves, as from its dimĩsiſhing the incitements to induſtry, 
and from its unhappy influence on the general ſtate of 
ſociety, Where it is common, a few grow rich, and live 


in eaſe and luxury, but the community is deprivet of 


many of its reſources for independent happineſs, and de- 
preſſed to a low ſtation on the ſcale of national greatneſs. 
The aggtegate induſtry of a country, in which ſlaves and 

men are intermixed, will always be leſs than where 
there is a number of freemen equal to both. Nothing 
ſtimulates to induſtry ſo much as intereſt. The man who 


work for, another, will contrive many artifices to makc 
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that work as little as poffible, but he Who has an ſmme- 


diate profit from his labor, will diſregard taſks, times and 
ſeaſons. In ſettlements where the , ſoil is cultivated by 
ſlaves, it ſoon becomes unfaſhionable for freemen to labor, 
than which no greater curſe can befal a country. The 
individuals, who by the induſtry of their flaves are re- 
leaſed from the neceſſity of perſonal exertions, will be 
ſtrongly tempted to many practices injurious to themſelves 
and others. Idleneſs is the parent of every vice, while la- 
bor of all kinds, favours and facilitates the practice of vir- 
tue. Unhappy is that country, where neceflity compels 
the uſe of flayes, and unhappy are the people, where the 
original decree of heaven ** that man ſhould eat his bread 


in the ſweat of his face“ is by any meat whatever gene- 


rally eluded. 

The influence of theſe cauſes was ſo extenfive. that 
though the Southern Provinces poſſeſſed the maſt fruitful 
ſoil and the ' mildeſt climate, yet they were far inferior 
to their neighbours in ſtrength, population, induſtry, 
and aggregate. wealth. This inferiority, increaſed or di- 
miniſhed, with the number of Slaves in each Province, 
contraſted with the number of freemen, The ſame ob- 
ſervation held good between different parts of the ſame 
Province. The ſea coaſt which, from neceſſity, could be 
cultivated only by black men, was deficicot in many of 
the enjoyments of life, and lay at the mercy of every 
bold invader, while the Weſtera Country, where cultiva- 
tion was more generally carried on by freemen, though 
ſettled at a later period, ſooner attained the means of ſelf 
defence, and, relatively, a greater proportion of thaſecom- 
forts with which a cultivated country rewards its induſtri- 
ous inhabitants. 

In the Southern Proviaces, the long credit given by 
Britiſh merchants, was a principal ſource of their flouriſh- 
ing. The iutnenſe, capitals of the merchants trading to 
the North American Continent, enabled them to extend 
credit to the term of ſeveral years- They received 2 
profit on their goods, and an annual intereſt of five per 
cent. on the ſums: for which they were fold. This ena- 
bled the American merchant to extend credit to the 

D planter, 
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planter, from whom he received a higher intereſt than 
he paid in Great-Britain. The planters being furniſhed, 
on credit, with flaves and every thing neceflary for the 
cultivation of their lands, when careful and induftrious, 
cleared ſo much more than the legal intereſt with which 


they were charged, that in a few years of ſucceſsful 


planting, the difference enabled them to pay their debts 
and clear their capital. By the help of credit, a beneficial 
intercourſe was eſtabliſhed, which redounded to the bene- 
fit of both parties. 

Theſe caufes eminently Wienern to the proſperity 
of the Engliſh Provinces. Others, beſides co-operating, to 
the ſame end, produced a warm love for liberty, a high 
ſenſe of the rights of human dature, and a predilection 
for independence. 

The firſt emigrants from England for colonifing Ame- 
rica, left the Mother Country at a time when the dread 
of arbitrary power was the predominant paſſion of the 
nation. Except the very modern charter of Georgia, 


in the year 1732, all the Engliſh Colonies obtained their 


charters. and their greateſt number of European ſettlers, 
between the years 1603 and 1688. In this period a re- 
markable ſtruggle between prerogative and privilege com- 
menced, and was carried on till it terminated ln a revolution 
highly favourable to the liberties of the people. In the year 
1621, when the Engliſh Houſe of Commons claimed 
freedom of ſpeech, © as their ancient and undoubted 
right, and an inheritance tranſmitted to them from their 
anceſtors;” King James the Firſt replied, -** that he could 
not allow of their ſtyle, in mentioning their ancient and 
undoubted rights, but would rather have wiſhed they 
had ſaid, that their privileges were derived from the 
grace and permiſſion of their ſovereign.“ This was the 
opening of a diſpute which occupied the tongues, pens 
and ſwords, of the moſt active men in the nation, for 
a period of ſeventy years. It is remarkable that the 
ſame period is exactly co- incident with the ſettlement of 
the Engliſh Colonies, James, educated in the arbitrary/ſen- 
timents of the divine right of Kings, conceived bis ſub- 


jects to be his property, and chat their privileges were 


matters 
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matters of grace and favour flowing, from his generoſity. 
This high claim of prerogative excited oppoſition in ſup- 
port of the rights of the people. In the progreſs of 
the diſpute; Charles tho Firſt, ſon of King James, in 
attempting to levy ſhip-morey, and other revenues with- 
out confent of Parliament, involved himſelf in a war 
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brought to the block and ſuffered death as an enemy to 
the conſtitution of his country. Though the monarchy 
was reſtored under Charles the Second, and tranſmitted 
to James the Second, yet the ſame arbitrary maxims be- 
ing purſued, the nation, tenacious of its rights, invited 
the Prince of Orange to the ſovereignty of the iſland, 
and expelled the reigning family from the throne. While 
theſe ſpirited exertions were made, in ſupport of the li- 
berties of the parent iſle, the Engliſh Colonies were fet- 


which was moſt hoſtile to the claims of prerogative. 
i Every tranſaction in that period of Engliſh hiſtory, ſup- 
ported the pofition that the people have a right to refiſt 
their ſovereign, when he invades their liberties, and to 
\. Wh transfer the erown from one to angther, when the goons 
of the community requires it, | 
The Engliſh Coloniſts were from their Geft ſettlement. 
d ia America; devoted to liberty, on Engliſh ideas, and En- 
d slim principles. They not only conceived themſelves to 
ir inherit che privileges of Engliſhmen, but e in a 
14 colonial fituation, actually poſſeſſed them. | 
id After a long war between King and Parliament, and 
» * Revolution---theſe were ſettled on the following fun- 
he damental principles. That it was the undoubted right 
of Engliſh ſubjects, being freemen or frecholders, to give 
heir property, only by their own conſent. That the 
ouſe of Commons exerciſed the ſole right of granting 
he money. of th. people of England, becauſe that houſe 
alone, repreſented. them. That taxes were the free gitts 
f the people to their rulers. That the authority of 
overeigns was to be exerciſed only for the good of their 
ire abjects. That it was the right of the people to meet 
rs ogether, and peaceably to conſider of their grievances--- 
/ ro 


with his ſubjects, in which, after various conflicts, he was 


tied, and chiefly with inhabitants of that claſs of people, 
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to petition for a redreſs of them, and finally, when into- 
. lerable grievances were unredrefled, to ſeek relief, on the 
failure of petitions, * F by forcible 
means.“ 

Opinions of this kind — prevailing, e 
among the coloniſts, a more determined ſpirit of oppoſi- 
tion to all encroachments on their rights; than would 
probably have taken place, had they emigrated from the 
Mother Country in the preceding century, when the doc- 
trines of. paſſive, obedience, non reſiſtance, and the divine 
right of kings, were generally received. 

That attachment to their ſovercign, . which was dimi- 
niſhed in the firſt emigrants to America, by being remoy- 
ed to a great diſtance from his influence was ſtill farther 
diminiſhed, in their deſcendants. When the American 
revolution commenced, the inhabitants of the. colonics 
- were for the moſt part, the third and fourth, and ſome- 
times the fifth or ſixth generation, from the original emi- 
grants. In the ſame degree as they were removed from 
the parent ſtock, they were weaned from that partial at- 
tachment, which bound their forefathers to the. place of 
_ their nativity. ., The affection for the Mother Country, as 
far as it was a natural paſſion, wore away in ſucceſſive ge- 
neratians, till at laſt it had ſcarcely any exiſtence. 

That mercantile intercourſe, which connects different 
countries, was in the carly periods of the Engliſh  Colo- 
nies, far ſhort of that degree, which is necefſary to perpe- 
tuate a friendly union. Had the firſt great colonial eſta- 
bliſhments been made in the- Southern Provinces, where 
'« the ſuitableneſs of native commodities would have main- 
' tained a briſk and direct trade with England---the con- 
ſtant exchange of good offices between the two countries, 
would have been more likely to perpetuate their friend- 
ſhip. But as the Eaſtern Provinces were the firſt, which 
were thickly ſettled; and they did not foi long time cul- 
tivate an extenſive trade with England, their deſcendants 
ſpeedily. loſt. the fond attachment, Which their forefs- 
thers felt to their Parent State. The bulk of the people 
in New England knew little of the Mother Country, bar- 


ing voly beard. of her as n diſtant kingdom, che rulers 
f | of 
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of which, had in the preceding century, perſecuted aud 

baniſhed their anceſtors to the woods of America. 
The diſtance of America from Great Britain gene 

ted ideas, in the minds of the coloniſts, favourable to liber - 
ty. Three thouſand miles of ocean ſeperated them from the 
Mother Country. Scas rolled, and. months paſſed, berween 
orders, and their execution. In large governments the cir- 
culation of power is enfeebled at, the extremities. This 
reſults from the nature of things, and is the eternal law 
of extenſive or detached empire. Coloniſts, growing up 
to maturity, at ſuch an immenſe diſtance from the ſeat of 
government, perceived the obligation of dependence much 
more feebly, than the inhabitants of the parent iſle, who 
not only ſaw, but daily felt, the fangs of power: The 
wide extent and nature of the country contributed to the 


ſame effect. The natural feat of freedom is among high 


mountains, and /pathleſs deſerts, ſuch. ps ane 
wilds of America. - 


The religion of the coloniſts 'alſo pela 2 1 for | 


liberty, They were chiefly proteſtants, and all: 
teſtantiſm is founded on a ſtrong claim to natural libe 
and the right of private judgement. A majority of them 
were of that claſs of men, who, in England, are called 
Diſſenters. Their tenets, being the proteſtantiſm ofthe pro- 
teſtaut religion, are hoſtile to all interference of authori- 
ty, in matters of opinion, and prediſpoſe to a jealouſy for 
civil liberty. They who bclonged to the Church of 
England were for the moſt. part independents, '#s. fur as 
church government and hierarchy, were concerned. 
They uſed the liturgy of that church, but were without 
Biſhops, and were ſtrangers to thoſe ſyſtems, which make 


religion an engine of ſtate. That policy, which (unites 
the loweſt curate with the greateſt metropolitan, aud con- 


nects bath with the ſovereign, was unknomn among the 
coloniſts. Their religion was their own, and neither im- 
poſed by authority, nor made ſubſervient to political pur- 
poſes. Though there was a variety of ſets, they all a- 
greed in the communion of liberty, and all reprobated, 
the courtly doctrines of paſſive obedience, and non-re- 
bſtance, The ſame diſpoſitions were foſtered by che u- 
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ceive every attack made on them. While others judge 


of liberty. Catos letters, the Independent Whig, and ſuch 


an enjoyment, but a kind of rank and privilege. In 
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fual modes of education in the colonies. The ſtudy of 
law was common and faſhionable. The infinity of dif. 
putes, in a new and free country, made it lucrative, and 
multiplied its followers. No order of men has, in all ages, 
been more favourable to liberty, than lawyers. Where 
they are not won over to the ſervice of government, they 
are formidable adverſaries to it. Profeſſionally taught 
the rights of human nature, they keenly and quickly per. 
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of bad principles by the actual grievances they occaſion, 
lawyers difcover them at a diſtance, and trace future mil. 
chiefs from gilded innovations. 
The reading of thoſe coloniſts who were inclined to 
books, generally favoured the cauſe of liberty. Large li- 
braries were uncommon in the New World. Difquiſ- 
tions on abſtruſe ſubjects, and curious reſearches into an- 
tiquity, did not accord with the genius of a people, ſet · 
tled in an uncultivated country, where every ſurrounding 
object impelled to action, and little leiſure was left for 
ulation. Their books were generally ſmall in ſize, 
few in number: A great part of them conſiſted of 
thoſo faſhionable authors, who have defended the cauſe 
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productions, were common in one extreme of the colonies, 
while in the other, hiſtories of the Puritans, kept alive the 
rememberance of the ſufferings of their forefathers, and 
and inſpired a warm attachment, both to the civil and the 
religious rights of human nature. 

Is the Southern Colonies, ſlavery nurtured a ſpirit of 
liberty,” among the free inhabitants. All maſters of ſlaves 
who' enjoy perſonal liberty will be both proud and jea- 
lous of their freedom. It is, in'their opinion, not only 


them, the haughtineſs of domination, combines with the 
ſpirit of liberty. Nothing could more effectually ani- 
mate the oppoſition of a planter to the claims of Great - 
Britain, than a conviction that thoſe claims in their ex- 
tent, "degraded him to a degree of dependence on his 
fellow ſubjects, equally humiliating with that which ex- 
iſted between his flaves and himſelf. | 

The 
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The ſtate. of ſociety in the Colonies favoured a ſpirit of 
liberty and independence. Their inhabitants were all 
of one rank, Kings, Nobles and Biſhops, were unknown. 
among them. From their firſt ſettlement, the Engliſh 
Provinces received impreſſions favourable. to democratic 


forms of government, Their dependent ſituation for- 


bad any inordinate ambition among their native ſons, 
and the humility of their ſociety, abſtracted as they were 
from the ſplendor and amuſements of the Old World, 
held forth few allurements to invite the reſidence of ſuch 
from the Mother Country as aſpired to hereditary honors. 
In modern Europe, the remains of the feudal ſyſtem 
have occaſioned an order of men ſuperior to that of tho 
commonalty, but, as few of that claſs migrated to the 
Colonies, they were ſettled with the yeomanry- Their 


inhabitants, unaccuſtomed to that diſtinction of ranks, 


which the policy of Europe has eſtabliſhed, were ſtrong- 
y impreſſed with an opinion, that all men are by nature 
equal. They could not eaſily be perſuaded that their 


grants of land, or their civil rights, flowed from the mu- 


nificence of Princes. Many of them had never heard of 
Magna Charta, and thoſe who knew the circumſtances 
of the remarkable period of Engliſh hiſtory, when that 


was obtained, did not reſt their claims to liberty and 


property on the tranſactions of that important day. They 
looked up to Heaven as the ſource of their rights, and 
laimed, not from the promiſes of Kings but, from the 
arent of the univerſe. The political creed of an Ame» 


rican ' Coloniſt was ſhort but ſubſtantial. He believed 


hat God made all mankind originally equal: That he 
ndowed them with the rights of life, property, and as 
much liberty as. was conſiſtent with the rights of others. 
That he had beſtowed on his vaſt family of the human 
ace, the earth for their ſupport, and that all govern- 

ent was a political inſtitution between men naturally 
qual, not for the aggrandizement of one, or a few, but 
or the general happineſs of the whole community, Im- 
preſſed with ſentiments of this kind, they grew up, from 
heir earlieſt infancy, with that confidence which is well 
alculated to inſpire a love for liberty, and a prepoſſeſſion 
n favour of independence. In 


1 
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ls conſequence of the vaſt extent of vacant country, 
every coloniſt wi, or cafily might be, a frerholder. Set. 
Hed" on lands of his own, he was both farmer and land. 
lord---producing all the neceffaries of life from hi; 
own grounds, he felt himſelf both free and independent, 
Fach individual” might hunt, fiſh, or fowl, without injury 
0 his neighbours. © Theſe immunities which, in old coun. 
tries, are guarded” by the ſanction of penal laws, and 
monopolized by a few, are the common privileges of 
ann, in America. Coloniſts, growing up in the enjoyment 
of fuch rights, felt the reſtraint of law more feeb) 
than they, who are educated in countries, where long 
habits have made fubmiſſion familiar. The mind of man 
naturally reliſhes -liberty---W here from the extent of 1 
new and . unſettled country, ſome abridgements thereof 
are uſeleſs, and others impracticable, the natural defire of 
freedom is ſtrengthened, and the independent mind r- 
volts at the idea of ſubjection. $a 
The Colonifts were alfo preſerved from the contagion 
bf miniſterial influence by their diſtance from the me- 
tropolis. Remore from the ſeat of power and corruption, 
they were not over-awed by the one, nor debauched by 
the other. Few were the means of detaching individual 
from the intereſt of the public. High offices, were 
neither ſufficiently numerous nor lucrative to purchaſ⸗ 
many adherents, and the moſt valuable of theſe were 
conferred on natives of Britain. Every man occupict 
that rank only, which his own induſtry, or that of his 
near anceſtors, had procured him. Each individual be- 
ing cut off from all means of riſing to importance, but 


* 


dy his perſonal talents, was encouraged to make the mol 
of thoſe” with which he was endowed, Proſpects of thi 


Find excited emulation, and produced an enterpriſing 
laborious ſer of men, not eafily overcome by difficultics 
and full of projects for bettering their condition. 

The ener vating opulence of Europe had not yet reach. 
ed the coloniſts. They were deſtitute of gold and*filver, 
but abounded in the riches of nature. A ſameneſs 0 


circumſtances and occupations created a great ſenſe of e. 
qualiry, and difpoſed them to union in any common cauſe, 
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from the,ſuceefs of which, chey might expect to ' partake 
of equal advantages. 4 
The colonies were communities of ſeparate indegdnid- 


ent individuals, under no gerieral influence, but that of 


their perſonal feelings and opinions. They were not led 
by powerful families, nor by great officers, in church or 
ſtate. Reſiding chiefly on lands of their own, and em- 
ployed in the wholeſome labours of the field, they were 
in a great meafure ſtrangers to luxury. Their wants 


were few, and among the great bulk of the people, for the 


moſt part, ſupplied from their own grounds. Their en- 
joyments were neither far-fetched, nor dearly purchaſed, 
and were ſo moderate in their kind, as to leave both 
mind and body unimpaired. Inured from their early 


years to the toily of a country life, they dwelled in the 


midſt of rural plenty. Unacquainted with ideal wants, 
they delighted in perſonal independence. Removed from 
the preſſures of indigence, and the indulgence of afftu- 
ence, their bodies were ſtrong, and their minds vigorous. 
The great bulk of the Britiſh coloniſts were farmers, 
or planters, who were alfo proprietors of the ſoil, The 
merchants, mechanics and manufacturers, taken —_— 
ly, did not amount to one fifteenth of the whole nu 
of inhabitants. While the cultivators of the - ſoil depend 
on nothing but heaven and their own” induſtry, other 


claſſes of men contract more or lefs of lervility, from de- ; 


pending on the eaprice'of their cuſtomers. The exceſs 
of the tarmers over the collective numbers of all the o- 
ther inhabitants, gave a caſt of independence to the man- 
ners of the people, and diffuſed the exalting ſentiments; 
which have always predominated among thoſe, who are cul- 
tivators of their own grounds. Theſe were farther promot- 
ed by their moderate circumſtances, which deprĩived them 
of all ſuperfluity for idleneſs, or effeminate indulgence. 
The provincial conſtitutions of the Engliſh colonies 
nurtured a ſpirit of liberty. The King and government 
of Great-Britain held no patronage in America, which 
could create a portion of attachment and (influence; ſuf- 
ficient to counteract that. ſpirit in popular aſſemblies, 
which, hen left to itſelf, illy brooks any authority, that 
interferes with its own. * E The 
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Maſſachuſetis, and undertaken dy the ſole authority of 
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The inhabitants of the colonies. from the beginning, 
eſpecially in New-England, enjoyed a government, which 
was. but little Mort of being iudependeht. They bad not 
only the image, but the ſubſtagce of the Engliſh conſti- 
tution. They choſe moſt of their magiſtrates, and paid 
them all. They had in effect the ſole direction of their 
internal government. The chief mark of their ſubordi- 
nation conſiſted in their making no laws repugnant to the 
laws of their Mother Country. Their ſubmitting ſuch laws 
as they made to be repealed by the King, aadtheirobeying 
ſuch reſtrictions, as were laid on their trade, by parlia- 
ment. The latter were often evaded, and with impunity. 
The other ſmall checks were ſcarcely felt, and for a long 
time were in no reſpects injurious to their intereſts. 

Under theſe - favourable circumſtances, colonies in 
the new world had advanced nearly to the magnitude 
of a nation, while the. greateſt part, of Europe was al- 
moft wholly ignorant of their progreſs. Some arbitrary 
proceedings of governors, proprietary partialities, or de- 
mocratical jealouſies, now and then, interrupted the poli- 
tical calm, which generally prevailed among them, but 
theſe and other occaſional impediments of their proſpe- 
rity, for the moſt part, ſoon ſubſided. . The circumſtances 
of the country afforded: but little ſcope for the intrigues 
of - politicians, or the, turbulence of demagogues. The 
coloniſts. being but remotely affected by the buſtlings of 
the old world, and having but few objects of ambition or 
contention among themſelves, were, abſorbed. in the ordi- 
nary cares of domeſtic life, and for a long time exempted 
from a great proportion of thoſe evils, which the govern- 
ed too often experience, from the paſſions and follies of 
ſtateſmen.. But all this time they were riſing higher, and 
though not ſenſible of it, growing to a greater e of 
political conſequence. 

One of the firſt events, which as an evidence of their 
incarebas } importance, drew on the colonies a ſhare of 
public attention, was the taking of Louiſbourg from 
France, while that coudtry was at war with Great- Britain. 
This enterprize was projected by Govornor Shirley, of 


the 
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the legiſlature of that Colony. It was carried by only a 
fingle vote to make che attempt, but after the adoption of 


the theafure, there was an immediate union of all parties, 


und all were equally zealous in carrying it into execution. 
The expedition was committed ro General Pepperell, and 
upwards of 5000 men were ſpeedily raiſed for the ſervice, 
and put under his command. This force arrived at Cap- 


ſo, on the 4th of April: A Britiſh marine force from ' 


the Weſt-Indies, commanded by Commodgre Warren, 
which arrived inthe fame month, acted in concert with 
theſe land forces. Their combiued operations were car- 
ried on with fo much judgment, that on the 17th of June 
rhe fortreſs eapitvlated, 

The war in which Louiſbourg was taken, was ſcarcely 
ended when another began, in whieh the colonies were 
diſtianguiſhed parties. The reduction of that fortreſs, by co- 
lonial troops, maſt have given both to France and England, 
enlarged ideas of the value of American territory, and 
might have given riſe to that eagerneſs for extending the 
boundaries bf their reſpective colonies, which ſoon after, 
by à collifion' of claims to the ſame ground, laid the 
foundation of a bloody war between the two nations. 
It is neither poſſible nor neceſſary to decide on the rights 
of either to the lands about which this conteſt began. 
It is certain that the proſpects of convenience and tu- 
ture advantage, had much more influence on both, than 
the confiderations. of equity. As the contending powers 
conſidered the rights of the native inhabitants of no 
account, it is not wonderful that they Thould not agree 
in ſettling their own. The war was brought on jn the 
following manner. About the year 1749, 4 grant of 
600,000 acres of lagd in the neighbourhood of the Ohio, 
was made out in favour of certain perſons in Weſtminſter, 
London, and Virginia, who had affociated under the 
title of the Ohio company. At this time France was 
in poſſeſſion of the country, on both ſides of the mouth 


of the Miffifippi, as well as of Canada, and wiſhed to + 


form a communication between theſe two extremities of 
her territories in North-America. She was therefore 
alarmed — ſeheme in agitation 12 5 the Ohio company 
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in as much as the land granted to them, lay between her 


Northern and Southern ſettlements. Remonſtrances 2 
gainſt Britiſh encroachments, as they. were called, having 


been made in vain. by the Governor of Canada, the 


French, at length, ſeized ſome Britiſh ſubjefts who were 


trading among the Twightwees, à nation of Indians near 
the Ohio, as intruders on the land of his moſt Chriſtian 


Majeſty, and ſent them to a fort on the South fide of 
Lake Erie. The Twightwees, by way of retaliation for 


capturing Britiſh traders, whom they deemed their allics, 


ſeized three French traders and ſent them to Pennſylva- 


nia. The French perſiſting in their claims to the coun- 
try on' the Ohio, as part of Canada, ſtrengthened them- 


ſelves by erecting new forts in its vicinity, and at length 
began to ſeize and plunder every. Britiſh trader, found on 
any part of that river. Repeated complaints of thoſe 


violences being made to the Governor of Virginia, it 


was at length determined to ſend a ſuitable perſon to the 
French commandant near the Ohio, to demand the rea- 
ſon of his hoſtile proceedings, and to inſiſt on his evacu- 


ating a fort he had lately built. Major Waſhingtop, be- 
ing then but little more than 21 years of age, offered 
his ſervice, which was thankfully accepted. The diſtance 
to the French ſettlement was more than 400 miles, and 


one half of the rout led through a, wilderneſs, inhabited 


only by Indians. He nevertheleſs ſet out in an uncom- 
monly ſevere ſeaſon, attended only by one companion. 


From Wincheſter, he proceeded on foot, with his provi: 


-  , "ons on his back. When he arrived and delivered his 


meſſage, the French commandant refuſed to comply, and 
claimed the country as belonging to the King his maſter, 
and declared that he ſhould continue to ſeize and ſend 


as priſoners to Canada, every Engliſhman that ſhould at- 


tempt to trade on the Ohio, or any of its branches. De- 
fore Major Waſhington returned, the Virginians had 
ſent out workmen and materials, to erect a fort at the 
conflux of the Ohio, and the Monongahela. While 
they were engaged in this work, the French came upon 
them---drove them out of the country, andrerectcd : 


regular fortification on the ſame ſpot, Theſe ſpirited 


proceeding 
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proceedings overſet the ſchemes of the Ohio company, | 


4 — — — ä — 3 1 


but its members both in England add America, were too 
g powerful to hroak the diſappointment... It was therefore 
e reſolved, to inſtru the colonies to oppoſe with arms, 
c the encroachments af the French on the Britiſh terri- 


tories, as theſe Weſtern lands were called. In obedience 

n to theſe inſtructions, Virginia raiſed three hundred men, 

f put them under the command of Colonel Waſhington, 

r and ſent them on towards. the Ohio. An engagement be- May 2g, 

$, tween them anda party of Freach, taok place, in which the I 754. 

1 latter were defeated, On this Me, de Villier, the French 

* commandant. marched down with goo men, beſides In- 

1- WH dians, and attacked the Virginians. Colonel Waſhing- 

h ton made a brave defence, behind a ſmall. unfiniſhed in- 

In trenchment, called Fort Neceſſity 3 but at length accepted 

ſe of honorable terms of capitulation- Absigg 

it From the ,cagerneſs diſcovered by both nations for 9 
ie cheſe lands, it occhrred to all, that a rupture between 

a= France and England, could not be far diſtant, It was 

u- alſo. evident to the rulers of the latter, that the colonies 

e- would be the moſt convenient centre ot operation, far 

ed repreſſing French encroachments. To draw forth their | 
ce colonial reſources, in an uniform ſyſtem, of operation, 

nd then, for the firſt time, became an object of public atten- 

ed tion. To digeſt a plan for this purpoſe, a general mecting 

n- of the Govergors, and moſt influential, members of the . 

u. Provincial Aſſemblies, was held at Albany. The com- 1754. 

vi- miſſioners, at this Congreſs, were unanimouſly of opinion, 5 

1is chat an union of the colonies was neceſſary, and they 

nd propoſed a plan to the following effect, that a grand 

er, Council ſhould be formed of members, to be choſen by 

ad che Provencial Aſſemblies, which Council, together with 

t- a Governor, to be appointed by the Crown, ſhould be 

je- authoriſed to make general laws, and alſo to raiſe money | 
ad from all the colonics. for their common defence. The 2 
he leading members of the Provnicial Aſſemblies, were of N 

ile opinion, that if this plan was adopted, they could de- 

fend themſelyes from the French, without any affiſtance 

from Great- Britain. This plan, when ſent to England, 

ed vas not acceptable to the Miniſtry, and in lieu thereof, they 

gs ; | propoſed 


ment, ſhould from time to time coneert meaſures for 
the whole colonies-erect forts, and raife troops with 


as much diſreliſhed by the coloniſts, as the former plan 
had been by the Britſh Miniſtry. The principle of ſome 


- gacious patriot, ſent to the Governor an aofwer in writ- 


the country militia, and the Virginia officers. Colonel 
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propoſed © that the Governors of all the colonies, ut. 
tended by one or two members of their reſpective Coun. 
cils,” which were for the moſt part of royal appoint. 


a power to draw upon the Britiſhtreaſury in the firſt inf. 
ance: but to be ultimately re-imburſed by/a tax to be 
laid on the colonies by act of Parliament. This wa 


general power, operating on the whole of the colonies, 
was {till kept in mind, though dropped for the preſent, 

The miniſterial plan laid down above, was tranſmitted 
to Governor Shirley; and by him communicated to Dr. 
Franklin, and his opiaion thereon requeſted. That (:- 


ing, with remarks upon the propoſed plan, in which by 
his ſtrong reaſoning powers, on the firſt view of the new 
ſubject, be anticipated the ſubſtance of a controverſy, 
Which for twenty years employed uy wog pens and 
words, of both countries. 

The policy of reprefling the eneroachments of the 
French on the Britiſh colonies, was generally approved, 
-both in England and America. It was therefore reſolved 
to take effectual meaſures for driving them from the Ohio, 
and alſo for reducing Niagara, Crown-Point, and thc 
other poſts, Which they held within the limits claimed by 
the King of Great-Britain. 

To effect the firſt purpoſe, General Braddock was 
Feat from Ireland to Virginia, with two regiments, and 
was there joined by as many more, as amounted, in the 
whole, to 2200 men. "He was a brave man, but deſtitute 
of theother qualifications of a great officer, His haughti- 
neſs diſguſted the Americans, and his ſeverity made him 
difagreeable to the regular troops. He partit ularly ſlighted 


Waſliington begged his permiſſion to go before him, and 
ſcour the woods with his provincial troops, Who were wel 
acquainted with that ſervice, but this was refuſed. The 
General With 1400 men puſhed on incautiouſly, = 
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„ban into an ambuſcade of French and Indians, by whom 1755 
d. Ne was defeared, and mortally wounded. The regulars, June 5. 
t- Ws the Britiſh Troops at that time were called, were 
| thrown into confuſion, but the Provincials more uſed to 
th Wiadian fighting, were not fo much diſconcerted. They 
i. {Wcomtinued ia an unbroken body under, Colonel Waſhing 
be ion, and by covering the retreat of the regulars, pre- 
u Wvcnted their entirely being cut off. | ö 
Notwithſtanding theſe hoſtilities, war had not yet been 
ne {Wformally declared. Previous to the adoption of that 
es, Wncaſure, Great-Britaio, contrary to the uſages of nations, 
nt, made priſoners of | 8000 French failors. This heavy, 
ed Mdlow for a long time, crippled the naval operations of 
t. WFrance, but at the ſame time, inſpired her with a defire, 
ſa- Wo retaliate, whenever à proper opportunity ſhould pre- 
ir- Neat itſelf. For two or three years, after Braddock's de- 
by feat, the war was carried on againſt France, without vi- 
ew gor or ſucceſs, but when Mr. Pitt was placed at the head 
y ef the miniſtry, public affairs aſſumed a new aſpect. Vie- 
nd ſtory, every where, crowned the Britiſh arms, and, in a 
hort time, the French were diſpoſſeſſed, not only of all the 
the {WBritiſh territories, on which they had encroached, but al- 
ed, io of Quebec, the capital of their ancient Province, Ca» 1759 
ved nada. | | 
10, lu the courſe of this war, ſome of the colonies made 
the Nerertions ſo far beyond their reaſonable quota, as to me- 
rt a re-imburſement from the national treaſury z but 
this was not univerſally the caſe. In conſequence of in- 
croal diſputes, together with their greater domeſtic ſecu- 
ruy, the neceflary , ſupplies had not been raiſed in due 
ime, by others, of the Provincial Aſſemblies. That a 
vritiſh Miniſter ſhould depend on colony legiſlatures, for 
the execution of his plans, did not well aceord with the 
vigorous and deciſive genius of Mr. Pitt, but it was not 
red Hprudent, by any innovation, to irritate the colonies, dur- 
ing a war, in which, from local circumſtances, their ex- 
ruons were peculiarly beneficial. The advantages that 
would reſult from an ability, to draw forth the reſources 
the colonies, by the Tame authority, which command- 
che wealth of the Mother Country, might in theſe cir- 


cumſtances 
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- © |  Eumfſtances. have ſuggeſted the idea of taxing the colonies 
dy authority of the Britiſh Parliament. Mr. Pirt. is ſaid 
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to have told Mr. Franklin, ** that when the war cloſed, 


if he ſhould be in the miniſtry, he would take meaſure, 
to prevent the colonies from having a power to refuſe or 
delay the ſupplies that might be wanted for national pur- 
poſes,” but did not mention what thoſe meaſures ſhould 
be. As often as money or men were wanted from the 
colonies, à requiſition was made to their legiſlatures, 
Theſe were generally and cheerfully complied with. Their 
exertions with a few exceptions were great, and manifeſted 
a ferious deſire to carry into effect the plans of Great. 
Britain, for reducing the power of France. 

In the proſecution of this war, the advantages which 
Great - Britain derived from the colonies, were ſeverely 
felt by her enemies. Upwards of 400 privateers which 
were fitted out of the ports of the Britiſh colonies, ſuc- 
ceſsfully cruiſed on French property: Theſe not only ri. 
vaged the Weſt-India iſlands, belonging to his moſt Chriſ- 
tian Majeſty,” but made many captures on the coaſt of 
France. Beſides diſtreſſing the French nation by priva- 


teering, the colonies furniſhed 23,800 men, to co-operate 


with the Britiſh regular forces, in North-A merica. They 
alſo ſerit powerful aids, both in men and proviſions, out 
of their own limits, which facilitated the reduction of 
Martinique, and of the Havannah. The ſucceſs of their 
privateers---the' co-operation of their land forces---tht 
convenience of their harbours, and their contiguity to the 


_ Weſt-India iſlands, made the colonies great acquiſitions to 


Britain, and formidable adverſarics to France. Fron 
their growing importance, the latter had much 0 
fear. Their continued union with Great Britain, threat- 
ened the ſubverſion of the commerce, and American pol- 
ſefions, of France. 

After hoſtilities had raged nearly eight years a ge- 
neral pet 2 was concluded, on terms, by which France 


. ceded Canada,to Great-Britain. The Spaniards having 


alſo taken part in the war, were, at the termination df i 
induced to relinquiſh to the ſame power, both Tal 


and Weſt-Florida, This peace gave Great-Britain po 
EN: | ſeſſon 
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{cſon of an entent of cbuntry equal je dimenſions to 


ſeveral of the kingdoms of Europe The poſſeſſioui l of 
Canada in the North, and of the; two Floridas in the. 
South, made her almoſt ſole miſtreſs of the North-Anie- 
rican Continent. Ps een eie wo ainnlo 

This laid a foundation for ſutute greatneſs, which 
excited the enyy and the fears of Europe. Her navy, 


ber commerce; and ber manufactures had greatly in- 


creaſed, - hen ſhe held but a part of the. Continent; and, 


when ſhe was: bounded. by the formidable powers off 


France and Spain: Her probable future greatneſs, when. 
without a rival, and with a growing vent for her manu- 
factures, and increaſing employment for her marine, 
threatened: to deſtroy that balance of power, which Eu- 
ropean ſo vegas have fora long time endeavoured io pre 


ſerve · Kings f are tepublicans with reſpect to each other, 


and behold wich democratic jealouſiy, any one of their 
order towering above the reſt. The aggrandisement of, 
one, tends to excite. _the _combination, or at. leaſt the 
wiſhes of many, to reduce him x the common level. 
From motives of this kind, a great part of Europe not 
long ſince. combined; againſt Venice; and ſoon after a- 
gajnſt Louis the XIVth of France. With the, fame, ſuſ- 
picious eye, was the naval ſuperiority of Great-Britain, 
viewed by her neighbours. They were, in general, diſ- 
poſed to favour any. convulfioa which. promiſed a diwi- 
nution of her © overgrown power. f | 

The addition to the Britiſh. empire of new ane 
equal in extent to old kingdoms, nat only excited the 


jealouſy of European powers, but occafloned doubts, in 


the minds of eplightened Britiſh politicians, whether or 
not, ſuch immenſe acquiſitions of territory would con- 
tribute to the felicity of the parent State. . They faw, or 
thought they ſaw, the ſeeds of difunion, planted in the too 
widely extended empire. Power like all things human, 
has its s limits, 2 and there is * point beyond which the Joog- 
eſt and ſharpeſt ſyord” Falls of doing execution. To 
combine f in One uniform. ſyſtem, OE Government, the ex- 
repfive territory | "then ſubjeAicd dd the Britiſh ſway-ap- 
prared'r to men Hg refiction, : a work of doubifpl practi- 
e 
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cadinty: Nor were they miſtaken in their conjecturei. 


The ſeeds! of diſcord were ſoon plauted, and ſpeedily 
grew up to the rending of the empire. The high notions 
of-liberty and independence, which were nurtured in the 


"colonies, hy their local fiituation, and the ſtate of ſociety 
in the new world were ſcreaſed by the removal of hoſ- 
tile neighbours. The events of the var, has alſo given 


them ſome experience in military operations, and ſome 
confidence in their own ubility. Foreſeeing their future 


importance, from the rapid increaſe of their numbers, 


and extenſion of theie- commerce; and being ex- 


tremely jealous of their rights, chey readily admitted, and 


with pleaſure indulged, ideas and ſentiments which were 
favourable to independence. '' While combuſtible mate- 
rials were daily collecting, in the new ;world, à ſpark to 
kindle the whole was produced in the old. Nor were 
there wanting thoſe, whoy from a "PE: of de lern 
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The D/igin of the diſputes between Sa e 7 


ber Colonies," in . Year 1764. 4 its Pearl. till 
1773. a | 1 
F. R on the firſt ſettlement of Lag Xinevics;. till 


the cloſe of the war of 17555 the conduct of 


Great - Britain towards her colonies, affords, an uſeful 
leſſon to thoſe who are diſpoſed to coloniſation. From 
that era, it is equally worthy of the attention of thoſe who 
wiſh for the reduction of great empires to ſmall ones. 
In the firſt period, Great - Britain regarded the provinces 


as inſtruments of commerce. Without charging herſelf 


with the care of their internal police, or ſeeking a revenue 
from them; ſhe contented herſelf with a monopoly of 
their trade. She treated, them as a judicious mother 
does her dutiful children. | They ſhared in every privi- 
lege belonging to her native ſons, and but lightly f felt the 
inconveniences, of Juborination. Small * was the cata- 
logue of grievances, with which even demotratical jealouſy 


charged the parent Nate, ee to the period before 
| mentioned 
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mentioned, The following appear to have been the chief. 


143 
1750. 


An act of | the Briziſh,.. parliament, for prohibiting be 


cytting;down/ | piteb, azad tar tree, not being withip 


1 fenge or encloſure, ./and- Tandry ac hich... ope- 


rated againſt colonial manufattures, By one of theſe, it 


wis made illegal after the. 24th of June, 1750, to erect 


in the colonies, any mill or other engine for fliting on rol- 
ing of iron, or any plating forge, to work with à till cha- 


mer,or aoy furnace for; making ſtesl. By, another, hasters 


were. reſtrained fromraking moxe-thaa two appreptices at a 


time, or any for leſs.than ſeven. years, and from employ- 
ing negroes in the buſineſs: The eglopiſts were alſo probi- 
ited from tranſporting hats, and, home manufactured 


woolens, trom one. province t0.ancther..., Theſe regula- 
tions were: for the moſt, part evaded, but if carried into 
execution, would hate been ſlightly, incqovenicor,. and 
only to a feu. The articles, the mayufatiuring of which, 

were thus prohibited, could be purchaſed, at 3 cheaper 
rate, from England, and che hands Wh made them, 
could be as well employed In agriculture. e POITAARA 

Though theſe reſtrictions were a, ſpecies, of affront, 


by their implying; that the coloniſts, had not ſenſe enpugh A 
to diſcover their own," inzereſt, and though they. ſeemed = 
calculated to cruſh. their native talents, and to keep them 


in a; conſtant ſtate of jnferiarity, without, any hope of ar- 
riving at thoſe advantages, to which, by the native riches 
of their country, they were prompted ta afpixe, yet if go 
other grievances had been ſupperadded, tu, what exiſted 
in 1763, theſe would bave been ſoon forgotten, f for their 
preſure was neither great, nor univerſal, Tbe good re- 
ſulting ro the colonics, from their conneRtion With Gregje 
Britain, infinitely outweighed the evil. 

Till the year 1764, the colonial regulations ſeemed to 
have no other object, but the common good of the whole 
empire. Exceptions, to the contrary, were few, and had 
no appearance of ſyſtem. When the approach of the co- 
lonies to manhood, made them more capable of reſiſtigg 
impoſitions, Great-Britain changed, the ancient ſyſtem, 
under , which her colonics had long flouriſhed. When 
policy would rather have dictated a relaxation of autho- 


rity, ſhe roſe in her demands, and multiplied her re- 
ſtraints, 1 | From 


— 


1764. 
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From the” ecndueft ef Canada, 4h 59, 

— Toppuſed; that France'began ſecverl\itey lay ey 1 
wreſting thoſe cblonies from Grratc Britain, Which ſhe 
us not able to conquer Others Wedge; that from that 
period, the colfonifts, releafed' from all fears of dangerous 
neighbours, fixed their eyes on independence, and took 
ſundry ſteps, preparatory to the adoption of that metfſure. 
Wihdut recurrim * eicher of theſe opinions; the Known 
ſelfiſhineſs of humhn nature is ſuffeient to actbunt for 
that demand on the one gde, and that refufal on the 6. 
"they, which occafiotied the revolution. It was natüral 
for Great-Britahn, to wiſh for un extenſton of her Autho- 
rity over the colviies; and equally ſo for them, on their 
approach to maturity to be more imputſent of ſubordina- 
9 ops and to reſiſt every innovation, for W Hy de- 
"gree of their dependence. i ne 


The fad ſtörf of Eblonial oppreſſion! Tomiteherd in the 
ear 1764. Great-Byitaln, then; ad new rogula- 


tions, reſpecting her clonie, Rich, after diſturbing the 
ancient harmony of the two countries; for” about twelve 


| NN terminated in a diſmemberment'of the empire. 


"Theſe confiſted" in reſtricting their former commerce, 


; hit more eſpecnny in ſubjecting them 10 taxation, by che 


"Britiſh Parlament: By adhering te the fpirit of ber 5s. 


Vigatiog act, in the courſe of 4 entity, the trade of 


* Great- Britath had encreaſed far beyond the expectation 
of her moſt ſunguine ſons, but by "rigidly 'enforctng the 
ſtrict letter of che ſame, in a different ſituation of public 
affairs, effects, diroctly the reverſe, were produced. 
2 From the enterpriſing, commercial fpirit of the colo- 


"niſts, the trade of America, after filling all its proper 


channels to the brim, fwelled out on every ſide, and o- 


verflowed its proper banks, with a rich redundabce. la 


"the cure of evils, which' axe. cloſely connected with the 
cauſes of national proſperity, vulgar” precaution ought 
not to be employed. In ſeverely checking a contraband 
trade, which was only the overflowing of an extenſive fit 
trade, the remedy was worſe than the diſcaſe. 
For ſome time before and after the termination of the 
Var of 175 57 K a conſiderable intercourſe Bad been carries 
00 
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on between'the Brätim and Spaniſh colonies, conſiſtiag of 


By 


the manufactures of Great Britain, imported by tht for- 


mer, and Told t the latter; by which the Britiſh-col6oics 
acquired gold and filver, and were enabled to makt-xe- 
mittances to the Mother Country. This trade, though 
it did not claſh with the ſpirit of the Britith navigation 
laws, was forbidden” by their letter. On aceount of the 


advantages, Which all parties, and particularly Grrat-Bri- 
tain, reaped from this intercourſe, it hd long been wink. 


ed at, by perſons in power, but ache period be foretmen- 
tioned;' ſome new regulations were: adopted, by which it 
was almoſt deſtroyed, ' This was effected by armed cut- 
ters, whoſe commanders were enjoined to rake the nfual 


cuſtom-houſe oarhs; and to act in the capacity of rev 


nue officers;/ ' Bo ſudden a ſtoppage of an accuſtomed ani 
beneficial commieree by an unuſuully rigid etecution of 
old laws, was & ferious blow to the Northern colohies. 
It was their misfortune, that though they ſtood in need 
of vaſt quantities · of Britiſi manufactures their country 
produced very little, that afforded 'a ditect remicrance, t 
pay for them. Ppey were, therefore, under a neceſſity af 
ſeeking elſe where g marker for their produce, and by a 
citeuitous route, acquiring the means of ſupporting their 
credit) wien the Mother Coumry. This they found by 
trading with the Spaniſh and French colonies, in their 
neighbourbood. ' From them they acquired gold, ſilver, 
and valuable dom modities, the ultimate proſits of which. 
centered in Great- Britain. This intercourſe gave life 16 
buſineſs of every denomination, and eſtabliſſied a recipro- 
cal circulation of money and merchandiae, to the beneſ 
of all parties concerned. Why a trade, eſſential to the 
colonies,” and which, fo far from being deiiatentat; was 
indirectly advantageous to Greit«Britain, ſhould be ſo 
narrowly watched, and ſo ſeverely reſtrained, could not 
de accounted for by the Americans, without ſuppoſing, 
that the rulers of Great - Britain were jealous of their ad- 
venturops commercial ſpirit, and of their encreaſing num- 
ber of ſeamen. Their actual ſufferings were great, but 
their apprehenſions were greater. Inſtead of viewing the 
parent ſtate, as nn, in the light of an affectionate 

mother, 


* | 


1764. mother, they conceived her, as beginning tobe influenced 
3 3 narrow views of au illiberal ſtepdame. 


brought no relief to the colonifts, for it was loaded with 
ſuch enormous dulies, as were equivalent to a prohibition. 


monies, ariſing from the importation of theſe articles, in- 


at the ſame time to interdict the uſe of paper money, à2p- 
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+ After the 29th of September, 1.764, the trade between 
the Britiſh, and the French, and Spaniſh. culonics, was in 
ſome degree leguliſed, but under eircumſtances, that 


The preamble to the act, for this purpoſe, was alarming. 
44 Whereas it is juſt and neceſſary, that a revenue be raiſed 
in America, for defraying the expences, of defending, 
protecting, add ſecuring the ſame, We, the commons, &c. 
cowards raiſing the ſame, give, and grant unto your Ma- 
jeſty, the ſum of” (here followed a ſpecification of duties 
vpon foreign clayed ſugar, indigo, and coffee, of foreign 
produce, upon all wines, except French, upon all wrought 
Alk, and all calicoes, aud upon every gallon of melaſſes, 
and ſyrupa, being the produce of a colony, not under the 
dominion of his Majeſty). It was alſo enacted, that the 


#0 the colonies ſhould be paid into the receipt of his 
Majeſty's exchequer, there to be entered ſeparate, and 
reſerved, to be diſpoſed of by Parliament, towards de- 
and ſecuring America. Till that act paſſed, no act x 
vowedly for the purpoſe of revenue, and with the ordi- 
nary title and recital of ſuch, was to be found in che par- 
Hamentary ſtatute book. Tle wording of it made the co- 
loniſts fear, that the Parliament would go on, in charging 
them with ſuch taxes, as they pleaſed, and for the ſup- 
port of ſuch military force, as they ſhould think proper. 
The act was the more diſguſting, becauſe the monies, a- 
riſing from it, were ordered to be paid in ſpecie, and re- 
gulations were adopted, againſt colonial paper money. 
To obſtruct the avenues of acquiring gold and ſilver, and 


peared to the coloniſts as a farther evidence, that their in- 
tereſts were either miſuriderſtood, or diſregarded. The 
impoſition of duties, for the purpoſe of tailing a revenue, W* 
in America, was conſidered: as a dangerous innovation, 
but _ methods 3 for fecurieg their eþlleftion, 


were 
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1 unconſtitutional. I was 
nated by Parliament, that whenever offences ſhould be 3 
ommined againſt the acts, which impoſed them, the pro- 
ecutor might bring his action for the penalty, | in the 
ourts of admiralty, by which means the defendant loft, 
he advantage of being tried by a jury, and was ſubjected; 
o the neceſſity of having his caſe decided upon, by 4/ 
nple man, a creature of the crown, whoſe ſalary was to be 
aid out of forfeitures, adjudged by himfſclf; and alſo ac- * 
ording to a courſe of law, which exempred the proſecut - | 
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r from the trouble of proving his accuſation, and oblige, 
| the defendant, either to cvince his innocence, or ia 
fer, - By theſe regulations, the guards, which the con- 
irution had placed round property, and the fences, which 
je ariceſtors of both countries had erected, againſt arbi« 
ary power, were thrown down, as far as they concerned 
he Ne coloniſts, charged with violating ihe e for 1 
revenue in America. | 
his „ who directed public affairs in Grear-Brizain Fry 
nd W chat if che collection of theſe duties was enforced, 

ly in the cuſtomary way, payment would be often | 
ded. To obviate that diſpoſition which the coloniſts; 
ſcoyered to ſcreen one another, in diſobeying offenfive: 2 
di. W's of parliamenc, regulations were adopted, bearing | 
rd on their conſtitutional rights. Unwilliag as the 
do- oniſts were to be excluded by the impoſition of enorw ; J 
ous duties, from an accuſtomed- and beneficial line of | | 
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in 
ineſs; ft in not wonderful chat they were diſpoſed co 
er. preſent theſe” innovations of the Mother Country, in 


- voſt unfavourable poiat of view. The heavy loſſes io 
re- ich many individuals/ were ſubjected, and the general 
* ſtreſs of the mercantile intereſt, in ſeveral of the old - 
colonies, ſoured the minds of many. That the Mo- 
er Country {howtd infringe her own conſtitution, to 
imp the commeree of her colonies, was = fruitful ſub- 

of declamation: dut theſe murmurings would have 
porated in words, had Great - Britain proceeded to no 
ther novutios. Inſtead of this, ſhe adopted tbe 
« idea of fang from the colonies, an efficient re- 
ue, by direct internal taxes, laid by authority of her 
lament! Though 


ere 
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5 | Though all the coloniſts diſreliſhed, and ks from 
the preſſure of actual fufferings; complained of the Bri. 
tiſh reſtrictions on their ) manufactures and commerce, 
vet a great majority was diſpoſed 40. ſubmit xo both, 
Moſt of- them acknowledged that che exeteiſe of thel 
powers Was incident to the ſovereignty of the Mother 
= | Country, eſpecially hen guarded by an implied contra, 
| 5 that they were to be only uſed for the common beneft 
5 of the empire. It was generally allowed, that as the 
| - planting of colonies; was not deſigned to erect an inde. 
5 pendent government, but to extend an old one, the 
Parent State had a right tõ reſtrain their trade in every 
way, which conduced to the common emolument. 
They for the moſt part eonſidered the Mother Coun- 
- try as authoriſed to name ports and nations, to which 
alone their merchandise ſhould be carried, and with 
which alone they ſhould trade: but the novel claim 6d 
taxing them without their conſent, was univerſally repro- 
/-. bated, as contrary to their natural, chartered, and conſt 
tutional rights. In appofition to it; they not only a 
ledged the general principles of liberty, but ancient 
uſage. During the firſt 150 years of their exiſtence 
they had been left to tax themſelves and in their om 
way. If there were any exceptions to this general ru 
they were too inconſiderable to merit notice. In the 
war of 1755, the events of which were freſh iu the 
recollection of every one, the. parliament had in no ir 
ſtance attempted to raiſe either men or money in th; 
colonies, by its on authority. As the claim of taxaui 
on one fide,” and the refuſal of it on he other, was thi 
very hinge on which the revolution durded, it merits 
particular diſcuſſion. 95 
Colonies were formerly planted by warlike nations, 
keep their enemies in awe, to give vent to a ſurplus © 
inhabitants, or to diſcharge a number of diſcontenie 
and troubleſome citizens. But in modern ages, t 
\ ſpirit of violence, being in „ heathed in con 
merce, colonies have been ſetiledi by the nations of E 
. rape, for the purpoſes of trade. Theſe were to be 


tained by their Tailng, for the Mother Country, ſu 
commodiit 
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commodities - as ſhe did not produce, and ſupplying 
themſelves from her with ſuch things as they wanted. 
In ſubſerviency to theſe views, Great-Britain planted co- 
lonies, and made laws, obliging them to carry to her, all 
their products which ſhe wanted, and all their raw mate- 
rials which ſhe choſe to work up. Beſides this reſtriction, 
ſhe forbad them to procure manufactures from any other 
part of the globe, or even the products of European 
countries, 'which could rival her, without being firſt 
brought to her ports. By a variety of laws, ſhe regu- 
lated" their trade, in fuch a manner, as was thought 
moſt” conducive ' to their mutual advantage, and her 
own particular welfare. This principle of commercial 


from 1660, to 1764. In all theſe acts, the ſyſtem of 
commerce was eſtabliſhed, as that, from which alone, their 
contributions to the ſtrength of the empire,were expected. 
During this whole period, a parliamentary revenue was 
no part of the object of coloniſation, Accordingly, in 
all che laws which regarded them, the technical words of 
revenue laws, were avoided. ouch have uſually a title 
purporting their being “ grants;” and the words give 
and grant,“ uſually precede their enacting clauſes. Al- 
though duties were impoſed on America, by previous 
acts of parliament, no one title of © giving an aid to 
his majeſty,” or any other of the uſual titles to revenue 
acts, was to be found in any of them. They were intended 
as regulations of trade, and not as ſources of national ſup- 
plies. Till the year 1764, all ſtood on N re- 
gulation, and reſtraint. 

While Great-Britain attended to this firſt ſyſtem of 
coloniſation, her American ſettlements, though expoſ- 
ed in unknown climates, and unexplored wildernefles, 
grew and flouriſhed, and in the ſame proportion; the 
wade and riches of the Mother Country encreaſed. 
dome eſtimate muy be made of this increaſe, from 
the following ſtatement. The whole export trade of 
England, including that to the colonies, in the year 1704, 
anounted to £.6,509,000 ſterling: but ſo immenſely 
had the colonies increaſed, that the exports to them a- 
G lone 


monopoly, ran through no leſs than 29 acts of parliament 
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30 


and they were yearly increaſing. In the ſhort ſpace of 68 
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lone in the year 1772, amounted to {6,022,132 ſterling, 


years, the colonies added nearly as much to the export 
commerce of Great-Britain, as ſhe had grown to by a 
progreſſive increaſe of improvement in/1700 years. And 
this increaſe of colonial trade, was not at the expence of 
the general trade of the kingdom, for that increaſed in 


the ſame time, from ſix millions, to ſixteen millions. 


In this auſpicious period, the Mother Country con- 
tented herſelf with exerciſing her ſupremacy in ſuperin- 
tending the general concerns of the colonies, and in har- 
moniſing the commercial intereſt of the whole empire. 
To this the moſt of them bowed down with ſuch a filial 
ſubmiſſion as demonſtrated 'that they, though not ſub- 
jected to parliamentary taxes, could be kept in due ſub- 
ordination, and in perfect ſubſerviency to *. l views 
of coloniſation. 

Immediately after the peace of Paris, 5 a new 
ſcene was opened. The national debt of Great-Britain, 
then amounted to 148 millions, for which an intereſt of 
nearly 5 millions, was annually paid. While the Britiſh 
miniſter was digeſting plans for diminiſhing this amazing 
load of debt, he conceived the idea of raifing a ſubſtan- 
tial revenue in the Britiſh colonies, from taxes laid by the 
parliament of the parent ſtate. On the one hand it was 
urged that the late war originated on account of the 
colonies---that it was reaſonable, more eſpecially as it 
had terminated in a manner fo favourable to their intereſt, 


that they ſhould contribute to the defraying of the ex- 


pences it had occaſioned. Thus far both parties were 
agreed, but Great-Britain contended, that her parlia- 
ment as the ſupreme power, was conſtitutionally veſted 
with an authority to lay them on every part of the em- 
pire. This doctrine, plauſible in itſelf, and conformable 
to the letter of the Britiſh conſtitution, when the whole 
dominions were repreſented in one afſembly, was repro- 


| bated in the colonies, as contrary to the ſpirit of the 


fame government, when the empire became ſo far ex- 
tended, as to have many diſtin& repreſentative aſſemblies 


The coloniſts believed that the chief excellence of the 
| Britiſh 
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Britiſh conſtitution conſiſted in the right of the ſub- 
jects to grant, or withhold taxes, and in their having a 


t ſhare in enacting the laws, by which they were to be 
a bound. 5 . * 
d They conceived, that the ſuperiority of the Britiſh con- 


ſtitution, to other forms of government was, not becauſe 
their ſupreme council was called Parliament, but becauſe, 
the people had a ſhare in it, by appointing members, who 
conſtituted one of its conſtituent branches, and without 
whoſe concurrence, no law, binding on them, could be e- 
nacted. In the Mother Country. it was afferted to be 
eſſential to the unity of the empire, that the Britiſh Par- 
liament ſhould have a right of taxation, over every part of 
the royal dominions. In the colonies, it was believed, 
b- that taxation and repreſentation were inſeparable, and 
oh that they could neither be free, nor happy, if their pro- 
perty could be taken from them, without their conſent. 


Vw The common people in America reaſoned on this ſubject, 

n, in a ſummary way: If a Britiſh Parliament,“ ſaid they, 

of „in which we are unrepreſented, and over which we 

iſh have no controul, can take from us any part of our pro- ö 
ng perty, by direct taxation, they may take as much as they 

N- pleaſe, and we have no ſecurity for any thing, that re- 

he mains, bur a forbearance on their part, leſs likely to be | 

ras exerciſed in our favour, as they lighten themſelves of the | 

he burthens of government, in the ſame proportion, that | 
it they impoſe them on us.” They well knew, that com- | 

ſt, munities of mankind, as well as individuals, have a ſtrong 

x- propenſity to impoſe on others, when they can do it with | 


* impunity, and, eſpecially, when there is a proſpect, that 
ia. the impoſition will be attended with advantage to them- 
ted ſelves. The Americans, from that jealouſy of their li- 
m- berties, which their local ſituation nurtured, and which 
ble they inherited from their forefathers, viewed the exclu- 
ive right of laying taxes on themſelves, free from extra- 
70 veous influence, in the ſame light, as the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment views its/peculiar privilege of raiſing money, inde- 
ex· pendent of the crown. The parent ſtate appeared to the 
coloniſts to ſtand in the ſame relation to their local legiſ- 
latures, as the monarch of Great-Britain, to the Britiſh 
Parliament 


manner reaſoned the coloniſts “ in order to be ſtiled free- 


gainſt the claims of the coloniſts. Educated in habits of 


revere. Not adverting to the common intereſt, which 
exitted between the people of Great-Britain, and their 
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Parliament. His prerogative is limited by that palladium 
of the people's liberty, the excluſive privilege of granting 
their own money. While this right reſts in the hands 
of the people, their liberties are ſecured. In the ſame 


men, our local aſſemblies, elected by ourſelves, muſt en- 
Joy the excluſive privilege of impoſing taxes upon us.” 
They contended, that men ſettled in foreign parts to 
better their condition, and not to ſubmit their liberties--- 
to continue the equals, not to become the ſlave of their 
leſs adventurous fellow-citizens, and that'by the 'novel 
doctrine of parliamentary power, they were degraded 
from being the ſubjects of a King, to the low condition of 
being ſubjects of ſubjects. They argued, that it was eſ- 
ſentially involved in the idea of property, that the poſſeſ- 
ſor had ſuch a right therein, that it was a contradiction 
to ſuppoſe any other man, or body of men, poſſeſſed a 
right to take it from him, without his conſent. Prece- 
dents, in the hiſtory of England, juſtified this mode of Wi 
reaſoning. The love of property ſtrengthened it, and it 
had a peculiar force on the minds of coloniſts, 3ooo miles 
removed from the ſeat of government, and growing up 
to maturity, in a new world, where, from the extent of 
country, and the ſtate of ſociety, even the neceſſary re- 
ſtraints of civil government, were impatiently born. On 
the other hand, the people of Great-Britain revolted a- 


ſubmiſſion to parliamentary taxation, they conceived it to 
be the heigth of contumacy for their coloniſts to refuſe 
obedience to the power, which they had been taught to 


repreſentatives, they believed, that the ſame right exiſted, ec 
although the ſame community of intereſts was wanting. 


The pride of an opulent, conquering nation, aided this We 


mode of reaſoning. ** What,” ſaid they, ** ſhall we, 
who have ſo lately humbled France and Spain, be dictated ri 
ta by our own coloniſts? Shall our ſubjects, educated by 
our care, and defended by our arms, preſume ta queſtion 
the rights of Parliament, to which we are obliged to ſub- 


mit." 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 


mit. Reflections of this kind, congenial to the natural 
vanity of the human heart, operated ſo extenſively, that 
the people of Great- Britain ſpoke of their colonies and 
of their coloniſts, as of à kind of poſſeſſion; annexed to 
their perſons. The love of power, and of property, ou 

the one ſide of the Atlantic, were 1 by the ſame 
powerful paſſions on the other. 

The diſpoGrion to tax the colonies, was alſo ſtrength, 
ened by exaggerated accounts of their wealth. It was 
ſaid, „that the American planters lived in affluence, 
and with inconſiderable taxes, while the inhabitants of 
Great-Britain were born down, by ſuch oppreſſive bur- 
dens, as to make a bare ſubſiſtence, a matter of extreme 
difficulty“ The officers who have ſerved in America, 
during the late war, contributed to this deluſion. Their 
obſervations were founded on what they had ſeen in ci- 
ties, and at a time, when large ſums were ſpent by go- 
verument, in ſupport of fleets and armics, and when Ame- 
rican commodities were in great demand. To treat with 
attention thoſe, who came to fight for them, and alſo to 


gratify their on pride, the coloniſts had made a parade 


of their riches, by frequently and ſumptuoufly entertain- 
ing the gentlemen of the Britiſh army: Theſe, judging 
rom what they ſaw, without confidering the general 
tare of the country, concurred in reprefenting the colo- 
iſts, as very able to contribute, largely, towards defraying 
he common expenees of the empire. 

The charters, which were ſuppoſed to contain the prin- 
iples on which the colonies were founded, became the 
ubject of ſerious inveſtigation an both ſides. One clauſe 
as found to run through the whole of them, except 
hat which had been granted to Mr. Penn. This was a 
eclaration, - that the emigrants to America ſhould en- 
oy the ſame privileges, as if they had remained, or had 
deen born within the realm;” but ſuch was the ſubtiliy 
tf diſputants, that both parties conſtrued this general 
principle, ſo as to favour their reſpective opinions. The 
merican patriots contended, that as Engliſh freeholders 
ould not be taxed, but by repreſentatives, in chuſing 
hom they had à vote, neither could the coloniſts: But 
it 
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iz was replied, that if the coloniſts had remained in Fn, 
gland, they muſt have been bound to pay the taxes, im. 
poſed by parliament, It was therefore inferred, that, 
though taxed by that authority, they loſt none of the 
rights of native Engliſhmen, reſiding at home. The par. 
tizans of the Mother Country could ſee nothing in char. 
ters, but ſecurity againſt taxes, by royal authority. Th 
Americans, adhering to the ſpirit more than to the letter, 
viewed their charters, as a ſhield, againſt all taxes, not 


_ impoſed by repreſentatives of their on choice. This 


conſtruction they contended to be expreſsly recognized 
by the charter of Maryland. In that, King Charles 
bound, both himſelf apd his ſucceſſors, not to aflent to 


any bill, ſubjecting the inhabitants to internal 9 


by external legiſlation. | 

The nature and extent of the /conneQion between 
Great-Britain and America, was a great conſtitutional 
queſtion, involving many intereſts, and the general pris- 
ciples of civil liberty. To decide this, recourſe was in 
vain had to parchment authorities, made at a diſtant time, 
when neither the grantor, nor grantees, of American ter. 
ritory, had in contemplation, any thing like the preſent 
ſtate of the two countries. 

Great and flourithing colonies, daily ada in num 
bers, and already grown to the magnitude of à nation, 
planted at an immenſe diſtance, and governed by conſt 
tutions, reſembling that of the country, from which they 
ſprung, were novelties in the hiſtory of the world. To 
combine colonies, ſo circumſtanced, in one uniform ſyſ- 


tem of government, with the parent ſtate, required a great 


knowledge of mankind, and an extenfive comprehenſion 
of things. It was an arduous buſineſs, far beyond the 
graſp of ordinary ſtateſmen, whoſe minds were narrowed 
by the formalities of law, or the trammels of office. An 
original genius, unfettered with precedents, and exaltes 
with juſt ideas of the rights of human nature, and the ob- 
ligations of univerſal benevolence, might have ſtruck ov! 
a middle line, which would have ſecured as much liberij 
to the colonies, and as great 'a| degree of, ſupremiC 


to the parent ſtate, as their common good required: Bu 
- the 
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the helm of Great-Britain was not in ſuch hands. The 
ſpiritof the Britiſh conſtitution on the one hand, revolted 
t the idea, that the Britſh parliament ſhould exerciſe the 
ſame unlimited authority over the unrepreſented colonies, 
which it exerciſed: over the inhabitants of Great-Britain. 
The coloniſts on the other hand did not claim a total ex- 
-mption from its authority. They in general allowed the 
Mother Country a certain undefined prerogative over 
them, and acquieſced in the right of Parliament, to 
make many acts, binding them in many ſubjects of inter- 
zd Mal policy, and regulating their trade. Where parlia- 
rles Whncotary ſupremacy ended, and at what point colonial 
o Wadependency began, was not aſcertained. Happy would 
on, Wt have been, had the queſtion never been agitated, but 
much more ſo, had it been compromiſed by an amicable 

cen Weompact, without the horrors of a civil war. 
nal BY The Engliſh colonies were originally eſtabliſhed, not 
rin · Nor the ſake of revenue, but on the principles of a com- 
; in {Wnercial monopoly. While England purſued trade and 
me, Worgot revenue, her commerce increaſed at leaſt fourfold. 
ter- Nhe colonies took off the manufattures of Great-Bri- 
ſem Main, and paid for them with proviſions, or raw materials. 
hey united their arms in war, their commerce and 
um- Nleir councils in peace, without nicely inveſtigating the 
jon, Merms on which the connection of the two countries de- 

nſti- ended. 

they I A perfect calm in the political world is not long to be 
_ 'To rpected. The reciprocal. happineſs, both of Great-Bri- 
y- in and of the colonies, was too great to be of long 
zreu Wuration, The calamitics of the war of 1755, had 
oſion {ſcarcely ended, when the germ of another war was 
_ the lanted, which ſoon grew up and produced deadly fruit. 
owed BY At that time ſundry reſolutions paſſed the Britiſh par- 
jament, relative to the impoſition of a ſtamp duty in Ame- 
ca, which gave a general alarm. By them the right, 
© equity, the policy, and even the neceflity of taxing 
he colonies was formally avowed. Theſe reſolutions 
cing conſidered as the preface of a ſyſtem of American 
crenue, were deemed an introduction to evils of much 
ater magnitude. T hey opened a proſpect of oppreſſion, 
boundleſs 


* 
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1764. 


March, tiality for a long cheriſhed idea, Mr. Grenville brougit 
1765., into the houſe of commons his long expected bill, f 


they objected, not only to the mode, but the principle, 
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boundleſs in extent, and endleſs in duration. They 
were nevertheleſs not immediately followed by any legiſſa. 
tive act. Time, and an invitation, were given to thy 
Americans, to ſuggeſt any other mode of taxation, tha 
might be equivalent in its produce to the ſtamp act: By 


and ſeveral of their aſſemblies, though in vain, petitioned 
againſt it. An American revenue was in England, i 
very popular meaſure. The cry in favour of it was ſo 
ſtrong, as to confound and filence the voice of petition 
to the contrary. - The equity of compelling the Ame 
ricans to contribute to the common expences of the en- 
pire, ſatisfied many, who, without enquiring into the po- 
licy or juſtice of taxing their unrepreſented fellow ſub 
jects, readily aſſented to the meaſures adopted by the 
parliament, for this purpoſe. The- proſpect of eaſing 
their own burdens, at the expence of the coloniſts, das. 
zled the eyes of gentlemen of landed intereſt, ſo as to 
keep out of their view, the probate conſequences of the 
innovation. 

The omnipotence of parliament was ſo familiar a phrak 
on both ſides of the Atlantic, that few in America 
and ſtill fewer in Great-Britain, were imprefled in the 
firſt inſtance, with any idea of the illegality of taxing the 
coloniſts. | 

The illumination on that ſubje& was gradual. T, 
reſolutions in favour of an American ſtamp act, whid_l ; 
paſſed in March, 1764, met with no oppoſition. In tb 
courſe of the year, which intervened between the 
refolutions, and the paſſing of a law grounded upoilli e 
them, the ſubje&t was better underſtood and conſtituts 
onal objections againſt the meaſure, were urged by ſer 
al, both in Great-Britain and America. This aſtoniſhed 
and chagrined the Britiſh miniſtry : But as the principt 
of taxing America, had been for ſome time determined 
upon, they were unwilling to give it up. Impelled by pat 


laying a ſtamp duty in America. By this after paſſig 
through the uſual forms, it was enacted, that the inſt 
mend 
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ments of writing which acc in daf uſe among a com- 
hey BN mercial people, hould- be null asd vofd, unleſs 
fla. they were executed on ſtamped paper or parchment, 


the charged with u duty impoſed by the Britiſh parliament 


that When the bill was brought in, Mr. Charles Townſend: 
Bu concluded a ſperch in its favour, with words to the fol- 
ple, lowing effect, And now will "theſe Americans, chil- 
nel dren planted by our care, nouriſhed up by our indul- 
d, gence, till they are grown to 2 degree of ſtrength and 
s ſo opulence; and protected by our arms, will they grudge to 
100! contribute their mite to relieve us from the heavy weight 
me. of that burden Which we lie under.“ To which Colonel 
er. Barrd replied; They planted by your care? No, your 
po. oppreſſions planted them in America. They fled from 
ſud tranny to a then uncultivated and unhoſpitable country, 
the Bi where they expoſed themſelves to almoſt all the hardſhips 
ing WY io which human nature is Ndble; and among others to 
da. the cruelty of a favage foe the moſt ſubtle, and 1 will take 
1s 118 upon me to ſay, the moſt formidable of any people upon 
fe the face of God's earth; and yet, actuated by prineiples 

of true Engliſh liberty, they met all hardſhips with pleafure 
drag compared with thoſe they fuffered in their own country, 
rich from the hands of thoſe that ſhould have been their friends. 


x the Theynouriſhedup'by your indulgence'? They grew byyour 


the neglect of them. As ſoon as you began to care about them, 


that care was exerciſed in ſending perſons to rule them in 
one department and another, who were perhaps the depu- _ 


ties of deputies to ſome members of this houſe, ſent to ſpy out 
their liberties, to miſrepreſent their actions and to prey upon 
them. Men, whoſe behaviour on many occafions, has cauſ- 


them. Men promoted to the higheſt ſeats of juſtice, 
ſome who to my knowledge were glad by going to a 
foreigu country, to eſcape being brought to the bar of 
a court of juſtice in their on. They protected by your 
arms ? They have nobly taken up arms in your defence, 
have exerted a valour amidſt their conſtant and laborious 
induſtry, for the- defence of à country whoſe frontier 
was drenched in blood, while irs interior parts yielded 
all its. little ſuvings to your emolument. And believe 

a | e H - me, 


ed the blood of thoſe ſons of liberty to recoil within 
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me, remember I this day told you ſo, that ſame ſpirit of 
freedom which actuated that people at firſt will accom- 
pany them ſtill: but prudence forbids me to explaln my- 
ſelf farther. God knows, I do not at this time ſpeak 
from any motives of party heat, what I deliver are the 
genuine ſentiments of my heart. However ſuperior to 
me in general knowledge and experience, the reſpectable 
body of this houſe may be, yet I claim to know more of 
America than moſt of you, having feen and been con- 
verſant in that country. The people. I believe are a 
truly loyal as any ſubjects the King has, but a people 
jealous of their liberties, and who will vindicate them, if 
ever they ſhould be vioktes: brit the ge is too deli- 
cate I will ſay no more.” 

During the debate on che bill, thie We of kin 
ſiſted much on the colonies being virtually repreſented in 
the ſame manner as Leeds, Halifax, and ſome other towns 
were. A recurrence to this plea was a virtual acknow- 
ledgment, that there ought not to be taxation without 
repreſentation: It was rephed, that the connexion be- 
tween the electors and non-eletors of parliament in 
Great-Britain, was ſo interwoven, from both being equally 
liable to pay the ſame; common tax, as to give ſome ſe- 
curity of property to the latter: but with reſpect to taxes 
laid by the Britiſh parliament, and paid by the Ameri- 
cans, the ſituation of the parties was reverſed. Inſtead 
of both parties bearing a proportionable ſhane of the 
ſame common burden, what was laid on the one, was 
exactly ſo much taken off from the other. 

The bill met with no oppoſition in the houſe of Lords, 

and on the 22d of March, it received the royal aſſent. 
Ihe nightafter it paſſed, Dr. Franklin wrote to Mr. Charles 
Thomſon. The ſun of liberty is ſet, you muſt light 
up the candles of induſtry and economy.” Mr. Thom- 
ſon anſwered, „ he was apprehenſive that other lights 
would be the conſequence,” and foretold the oppoſition 
that ſhortly took place. On its being ſuggeſted from au- 
thority, that the ſtamp officers would not be ſent from 
Great-Britain: but ſelected from among the Americans, 
the colony agents were deſired to point out proper per- 

ſons 
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fricuds which affords: a preſumptive proof, that they 
the aſt would have gone down. In this opinion 
they were far from being ſingular. That the- colgnifts 
would-be ultimately obliged to ſubmit to the Ramp act, 


was at firſt commonly believed; both in England and 


America. The framers of it in particular, flattered 
themſelves that the cenfufion which would ariſe upon 
the diſuſe of writings, and the #nſecurity! of property, 
which- would reſult from ufing any other than that re- 
quired by law, would compel the colonies, however re- 
luctant, to uſe the ſtamp paper, aud conſequently to pay 
the taxes impoſed thereon. They therefore boaſted that 
it mus a law which; would execute itſelf By the terms of 


the ſtamp act, it was not to take effect till the firſt day 


of November, a period of more that ſeven months after 
its paſſing. This give the coloniſts; xv opportunity for 
leiſurely canvaſſing the new ſubject; and examining it fully 
on every ſide. In the firſt part of this interval, ſtruck 
with aſtoniſhmeat, they lay in ſilent conſternation; and 
could not determine what courſe to purſue. ' By degrees 


ſons ſor the-purpoſe.. They generally nominated their 


1765. 


they: recovered their recolleftion. | Virginia led the way May 28, 


in oppoſition; to the ſtamp: act. Me. Patrick Henry 
brought into the houſe of burgeſſes of that colony, the 
following reſolutions which vere ſubſtantahy adopted. 

Reſolved, That the firſt ad venturets, ſcttters of this 
his Majeſty's colony and dominion of Virginia, brought 
with them and tranſmitted to their poſterity; and all other, 
bis Majeſty's ſubjects, fince inhabiting in this, bis Majeſ- 
ty's ſaid colony, all the liberties, privileges and immum- 
ties, that have at any time been held, enjoyed and 8 
(ed by the people of Great- Britain. 

Reſolved; That by two ' royal charte rs; e by 
King James the firſt, the colonies aforeſaid are declared, 
and entitled to all liberties, privileges; and immunities of 
denizens, and natural ſubjects, to all intents and purpo- 
ſes, as if they had been —— «ae Wann within the 
realm of England, 

Reſolved, That his Majeſty's * en of this, bie anci- 
ent colony, have * the rights of being thus governed 
by 


1765. 


_ by their ov afletably, in the article! of taxes, Wu inter- 
—— nal police, and that the ſame have never been for feued, 


88 5414 right or power, to impoſe, or lay any taxation on the 
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or yielded up; but have been prongs by the 
King'and people of Britain. 64 hh qa! 

Reſolved, therefore, That the Pk el Lies 
colony, together with his Majeſty; or his ſubſtitutes, 
have, in their repreſentative capacity, the onlycexcluſive 
Fight and power, to lay taxes and impoſts, upon the in- 
habitants of this .colovy, and that every attempt to veſt 
ſuch power in auy other perſon or perſons, whatſoever, 
than the general aſſembly aforeſaid, is illegal, unconſtitu- 
tional, and unjuſt, and hath a manifeſt + aan to def- 
troy Britiſh, as well as American Liberty. 

Reſolved, That his Majeſty's Boge people, the inhabi- 
tants of this colony, are not bound to yield | obedience to 
any law, or ordinance whatever, defgned to impoſe any 
taxation whatever upon them, ther, than the laws or or- 
A. of the general aſſembly a fore ſaie. 

Reſolved, That any perſon, who ſhall, by L 
tag; alert, or maintain, that any perſon, or perſons, 
other than the general aſſembly of this colony, have any 


people dere; Mall be deemed e to FOR Majeſ- 
* 's colony. N 

Upon reading theſe —foletioa the! boldneſs and no- 
hy of them affected one of the members to ſuch! a de- 
gree, that be cried; out, Treaſon} Treaſon!” They 
were, nevertheleſs, well received by the people, and im- 
. mediately forwarded to the other provinces. They cir- 
culated extenſively, and gave a ſpring to all the diſcon- 
tented. Till chey appeared, moſt were of opinion, that 
the act would be quietly adopted. Murmurs, indeed, 
vere common, but they ſeemed to be ſuch, as would ſoon 
die away. The countenance of ſo reſpectable a colony, 
as Virsivin, confirmed the wavering, and emboldened the 
timid. · Oppofition to the ſtamp act, from that period 
aſſumed a bolder face. The fire of liberty blazed forth 
from the preſs; ſome well judged publications ſet the 
rights of the coloniſts, in a plain, but ſtrong point of 
den. The tongues ved the pens. pf the well informed 
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citizens laboured'in'kindling the latent ſparks of patriot- 1765. 
iſm. The flame ſpread from breaſt to breaſt, till the con- .- 


flagration, became general. In this buſineſs, New-En- 
gland had a principal ſhare. | The inhabitants of that 
part of America, in particular, conſidered their obliga- 
tions to the Mother Country for paſt favours, to be very 


inconſiderable- They were fully informed, that their 


forefathers were driven, by perſecution, to the woods of 
America, and had there, without any expence to the pa- 
rent ſtate, effected a ſettlement on bare creation. Their 
reſentment, for the invaſion of their accuſtomed right of 
taxation, was not ſo much mitigated, by the recollection 
of late favours, as it was heighteged by the tradition of 


grievous ſufferings, to which their anceſtors, by the rulers 


of England, had been ſubjected. The deſcendants of the 
exiled, per ſecuted, Puritans, of the laſt century, oppoſed 


the ſtamp act with the ſame ſpirit, with which their fore - 


fathers were actuuted, when they ſet themſelves againſt 
the arbitrary impoſitions of the Houſe of Stuart. 

The heavy burdens, which the operation of the ſtamp- 
act would have impoſed on the coloniſts, together with 
the precedent it would eſtabliſh of future exactions, fur- 
niſhed the American patriots with arguments, calculated 
as well to move the paſſions, as to convince the judg- 
ments of their fellow coloniſts. In great warmth they 
exclaimed, ** If the parliament has a right to levy the 
ſtamp duties, they may, by the ſame authority, lay on us 


impoſts, exciſes, and other taxes, without end, till their ra- 


pacity is ſatisfied, or our abilities are exhauſted. We can- 
not, at future elections, diſplace theſe men, who ſo laviſh- 


ly grant away our property. Their. ſeats and theit power 


are independent of us, and it will reſt with their genero- 
ity, where to ſtop, in transferring the expences of go- 
vernment, from their own, to our ſhoulders.” 


It was 'fortunate for the libertics of America, that | 


News-papers were the ſubject of a heavy ſtamp duty. 
Printers, when uninfluenced by government, have gene- 
rally arranged themſelves on the fide of liberty, nor are 
they leſs remarkable for attention to the profits of their 
profeſſion. A ſtimp duty, which openly iavaded the firſt 

b e and 
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. where the dead uniformity of ſervitude did not prevent 


writers among the Americans, ſeriouſly alarmed for the 


"try, who, though legally diſqualified, from voting at e- 
lections, were nevertheleſs bound to pay the taxes, in- 


of parts, excluded the notion of ſimple undivided uni. 
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and threatened a great diminution of - the. laſt, provoke! 
their united zealous oppaſition. They daily preſented | 
to the public, original diflertations, tending to prove, 
that if the ſtamp+att was ſuffered to operate, the libertie, 
of America, were at end, and their property virtually 
transferred, to their Tranſ- Atlantic fellow: ſubjects. The 


fate of their country, came forward, with eſſays, to prove, 
that agreeably to the Britiſh conſtitution, taxation and re. 
preſentation were inſeparable, that the ovly conſtitutioni 
mode of raifing money from the coloniſts, was by acts of 
their own legiſlatures, that the Crown poſſeſſed no far. 
ther power, than that ot requiſition, and that the parl: 
-amentary right of taxation was confined to the Mother 
Country, and there originated, from the natural right of 
man, to do what | he'pleaſed with his own, transferred 
by conſent from the electors of Great-Britain, to thoſe 
whom they choſe to repreſent them in Parliament. The 
alſo inſiſted much ou the miſ-· application of public money 
by the Britiſh miniſtry.” Great pains were taken, to in- 
form the coloniſts, of the large ſums, annually beſtowed 
on penſioned favorites, and for the various purpoſes of 
bribery. Their paſſions were inflamed, by high coloured il 
repreſentations of the hardſhip of being obliged to pay i 
the earnings of their induſtry, into a Britiſh treaſury, 
"wel known to be a fund for corruption. 

The writers on the American ſide were ae by 
arguments, draun from the unity of the empire. The 
neceſſity of one ſupreme head, the unlimited power cf 
Parliament, aad the great numbers in the Mother Cour 


poſed by the repreſentatives of the nation. To theſe ob- 
jections it was replied, that the very idea of ſubordinarion 


That as England was the head, the could not be the head 
and the members too - -that in all extenfive empires 


the ſubordinate parts had many local privileges and im- 


munities that * theſe privileges and the ſupreme 
common 
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he afſertion, that the power of Parliament was unlimited; 
he coloniſts replied, that before it' could conſtitutionalhy 
xerciſe that power, ir muſt be conſtitutionally formed, 
ad that, therefore, it muſt at leaſt, in one of its branches, 
e conſtituted by the people, over whom it exerciſed un- 
imited power. That with reſpect to Great-Britain, it 
as ſo conſtituted with reſpect to America, it was not. 
hey therefore inferred, that its power ought not to be 
he ſame over both countries. They argued alſo, that 
e delegation of the people was the ſource of power, ia 
gard to taxation, and as that delegation was wanting in 


rant away their property, could not exiſt.---That the de- 
ive repreſentation. in Great- Britain, ſhould be urged as 
n argument for raxing the Americans, without any re- 
reſentation at all, proved the encroaching nature of 
deer. —Iaſtead of convincing the coloniſts of the pro- 
riety of their ſubmiſſion, it demonſtrated the wiſdom of 
er reſiſtance; for, ſaid they, © one invaſion of natu- 
i right is made the juſtification of another, much more 
jurious and oppreſſive.“ 

The advocates for parliamentary taxation laid great 
„eis on the rights, ſuppoſed to accrue to Great - Britain, 
The che ſcore of her having reared up and protected the 
vglich ſettlements, in America, at great expence. It was, 


- of 

un- he other hand, contended by che coloniſts, that in all 
: 6 vars which were common to both countries, they had 
im. ben their full ſhare; but in all their own dangers, in all 


oþ. "© fficulties belonging ſeparately to their firuation, which 
d not immediately concern Great-Britain, they were 
t to themſelves, and had to ſtruggle through a hard 
ben ncy; and in particular, to defend themſelves without 
7 aid from the Parent Stare, againſt the numerous ſa- 
des in their vicinity. That when France had made war 
im- n them, it was hot on their own account, bur as ap- 
— adages to Great-Btitain. That confining their trade 
mon g * tor 


L merica, they concluded the right of Parliament, to 
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ommon authority, the line was extremely nice 4 but ne» 1745. 
ertheleſs, the ſupremacy of the head had an ample field —— 
of exerciſe, without arrogating to itſelf the diſpoſal of 
he property of the unrepreſented ſubordinate parts.' To 
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17656. for the excluſive benefit of the Parent State, was an am- 
—— plecompenſation for her protection, and & ſufficient equi 
valent for their exemption from parliamentary taxation, 
That the taxes impoſed on the inhabitants of Great-Bri. 
tain, were incorporated with their manufactures, and ul. 
timately fell on the: coloniſts, who were the conſumer, 
The advocates for the ſtamp act, alſo contended thy 
as the parliament was charged with the defence of th: 
colonies, it ought to poſſeſs the means of defraying the 
expences incurred thereby. The ſame argument ha 
been uſed by King Charles the 1, in fupport of ſhip 
money; and it was now anſwered in the ſame manner, 
as it was by the: patriots of that day. That the peopl: 
who were defended: or protected, were the fitteſt to judge 
of and to provide the meansof defraying the expences in- 
curred on chat account.” In the mean time, the minds ol 
the Americans underwent a total transformation. Ini 
ſtead of their late peaceable and ſteady attachment to h 
Britiſh nation, they were dayly advancing to the opp . 
ſite extreme. A new mode of diſplaying reſentment il * 
gainſt che friends of the ſtamp act, began in Mafſachu- © 
ſetts, and was followed by the other colonies. A few ge 
tlemen hung out, carly in the morning, on the limb oil 
a. large tree, towards the enterance of Boſton, two lh" 
* gies, one deſigned for the ſtamp maſter, the other fa 
a jack boot, with a head and horns peeping out at - 
top. Great numbers both from town and country can. 
| to ſce them, A ſpirit of enthuſiaſm was diffuſed amo 
1 the ſpectators. In the evening the whole was cut down 200 
carried in proceſſion by the populace ſhouting ** liber 
1 and property forever, no ſtamps.” They next pull 
"2 down a new building, lately erected by Mr. Oliver, 99: 
ti ſtamp maſter. They then, went to his houſe, befooy © 
iz which, they beheaded his effigy, and at the ſame ti ſe. 
19 broke his windows. Eleven days after fimilar violeny* 
1 were repeated. The mob attacked the houſe of Mayo 
J | William Story, deputy regiſter of the court of admiralngJ<tt 
„ broke his windows -forced into his dwelling bout f 
in and deſtroyed the books and files belonging to the (i 
„ court, and ruined a great part of his furniture. Th 
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next proceeded to the houſe of Benjamin Hallowel, comp- 
troller of the cuſtoms, and repeated ſimilar exceſſes, and 
drank and deſtroyed his liquors. They afterwards pro- 
ceeded to the houſe of Mr. Hutchinſon, and ſoon demo- 
liſhed it. They carried off his plate, furniture and ap- 
parel, and ſcattered or deſtroyed manuſeripts and other 
curious and uſeful papers, which for thirty years he had 
been collecting. About half a dozen of the meaneſt of 
the mob were ſoon after taken up and committed, but 
they either broke jail, or otherwiſe eſcaped all puniſh- 
ment. The town of Boſton condemned the whole pro- 
ceeding, and for ſome time, private gentlemen kept watch 
at night, to prevent further violences. 
Similar diſturbances broke out in the adjacent colo- 
nies, nearly about the ſame time. On the 25th Auguſt, 
the people of New-Port in Rhode-Ifland, exhibited three 
effigies intended for Mefſicurs Howard, Moffatt, and 
Johnſon, in a cart with halters about their necks, and 
after hanging them on a gallows for ſome time, cut them 
down and burnt them, amidſt the acclamations of thou- 
ſands. On the day following, the people collected at 
the houſe of Mr. Martin Howard, a lawyer, who had 
written in defence of the right of Parliament to tax the 
Americans, and demoliſhed every thing, that belonged 
to it. They proceeded to Dr. Moffatt's, who, in conver- 
ſation, had ſupported the ſame right, and made a ſimi- 
lar devaſtation of his property. 

Ia Connecticut they exhibired effigies in ſundry places, 
and afterwards committed them to the flames. 

ln New-York, the ſtamp maſter having reſigned, the 
ſtamp papers were taken into Fort George, by Lieutenant 
Governor Colden. The people, diſliking his political 
ſentiments, broke open his ſtable, took out his coach, 
and carried it in triumph, through the principal ſtreets, 
to the gallows. On one end of this they ſuſpended the 
effigy of the Lieut. Governor, having im his right hand 
a ſtamped bill of lading, and in the other a figure of the 
devil. , After ſome time, they carried the apparatus to 
the gate of the fort, and from thence to the bowling 
green, under the muzzles of the guns, and burned the 

I whole 
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whole amid the acclamations of many thouſands. | They 

went thence to Major James' houſe, ſtripped it of every 

article, and conſumed the whole, becauſc he was a friend 

© the ſtamp act. 

The next evening the mob re-aſembled; and; inſiſted 

upon the Lieutenant Governor delivering the ſtamped 

papers into their hands, and threatened, in caſe of a re- 

fuſal, to take them by force. After ſome negotiation, it 

was agreed that, they ſhould be delivered to the corpora- 

tion, and they were depoſited, in the city hall. Ten box- 

es of the ſame, which came by another ee. were 

burned. 

The ſtamp-act was not leſs odious to many of the in- 

habitants of the Britiſh Weſt-Iudia iſlands, than to thoſe 

on the continent of North America. The people of 8t. 

Kitts obliged the ſtamp officer, and his deputy, to reſign. 

Barbadoes, Canada, and Halifax, ſubmitted to the act. 

When the ſhip, which brought the ſtamp papers to 

Philadelphia, firſt appearcd. round Glouceſter point, all 

the veſſels in the harbour hoifted their colours half mat 

- high. The bells were rung muffled till evening, and every 

- countenance added to the appearance of fincere mourn- 

ing. A large number of people aſſembled, and endea- 

= voured to procure. the reſignation of Mr. Hughes, the 

" - ſtamp diſtributor. He held out long, but at length found 
| it neceflary to comply. 

As opportunities offered, the aſſemblies Fur i paſ. 
ſed reſolutions, aſſerting their excluſive right, to lay tax: 
on their conſtituents. The people, in their town +mect- 
ings, inſtructed their repreſentatives to oppoſe. the ſtamp- 
act. As a ſpecimen of theſe, the inſtructions given to 
Thomas Forſter, their repreſentative, by the frecholden 

and other inhabitants of the town of Plymouth, are ſub- 
Ottober, joined. In theſe the yeomanry of the country ſpoke 
1765. the determined language of freemen.. After exprefling 
the higheſt eſteem for the Britiſh conſtitution, and ſet 

ting forth their grievances, they proceeded as follows: 0 
Tou, Sir, ,repreſent a people, who are not only de- Wil p 

ſcended from the firſt ſettlers of this country but inbs- p. 


bit the very ſpot they firſt polleſſed, Here was firſt lade 
W 0 
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the foundation of the Britiſh empire, in this part of A- 
merica, which, from à very ſmall beginning, has increaſ- 


ed and ſpread, in a manner very ſurpriſing, and almoſt in- 


credible, eſpecially, when we conſider, that all this has 
been effected, without the aid or aſſiſtance of any power 
on earth; that we have defended, protected and ſecured 
ourſelves againſt the invaſions and cruelty of ſavages, and 
the ſubtlety and inhumanity of our inveterate and natu- 
ral enemies, the French and all this without the appro- 
priation of any tax by ſtamps, or ſtamp acts, laid upon 
our fellow ſubjects, in any part of the King's dominions, 
for defraying the expence thereof. This* place, Sir, 
was at firſt the aſylum of liberty, and we hope, will ever 
be preſerved ſacred to it, though it was then no 
more than a barren wilderneſs, inhabited only by 
ſavage men and beaſts. To this place our Fathers 
(whoſe memories be revered) poſſeſſed of the prin- 
ciples of liberty in their purity, diſdaining flavery, 
fled to enjoy thoſe privileges, which they had an un- 


doubted right to, but were deprived of, by the hands of 


violence and oppreſſion, in their native country. We, 
Sir, their poſterity, the freeholders, and other inhabi- 
tants of this town, legally aſſembled for that purpoſe, poſ- 
ſeſſed of the ſame ſentiments, and retaining the ſame ar- 
dour for liberty, think it our indiſpenſable duty, on this 
occaſion, to expreſs to you theſe our ſentiments of the 
ſtamp · act, and its fatal conſequences to this country, and 
to enjoin upon you, as you regard not only the welfare, 
but the very being of this people, that you (conſiſtent 
with our allegiance to the King, and relation to the go- 
vernment of Great Britain) diſregarding all propoſals for 
that purpoſe, exert all your power and influence in oppo- 
fition to the ſtamp act, ar leaſt till we hear the ſucceſs of 
our petitions for relief. We likewife, to avoid dif- 
gracing the memories of our anceſtors, as well as the 


reproaches of our on conſciences, and the curſes 


of poſterity, recommend it to you, to obtain, if 
poſſible, in the honorable houſe of repreſentatives of this 
province, a full and explicit aſſertion of our rights, and 
io have the ſame entered on their public records, that all 
generations yet to come, may be convinced, that we have 

: | not 
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not only a juſt ſenſe of our rights and liberties, but that 
we never, with ſubmiſſion to Divine Providence, wil be 
ſlaves to any power on earth.“ 

The expediency. of calling a continental Congreſs tq 
be compoſed of deputies from each of the provinces, 
had early occurred to the people of Maſſachuſetts, . The 
aſſembly of that province paſſed a reſolution in favour of 
that meaſure, and fixed on New-York as the place, and 
the ſecond Tueſday of October, as the time, for hold- 
ing the ſame. Soon after, they ſent circular letters to 
the ſpeakers of the ſeveral aſſemblies, requeſting their 
concurrence. This. firſt advance towards continental 
union was ſeconded in South-Carolina, before it had 
been agreed to by any colony to the ſouthward of New- 
England. The example of this province bad a conſide- 
rable influence in recommending the meaſure to others, 

who were divided in their opinions, on the propriety 
of it. | 
The aſſemblies of Virginia, North-Carolina, and 
Georgia, were prevented, by their governors, from ſend- 
ing a deputation to this Congreſs. Twenty eight depu- 
ties from Maſſachuſetts, Rhode-Ifland, Connecticut, Nev- 
York, New-Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
and South-Carolina met at New-York; and after mature 
deliberation agreed on a declaration of their rights, and 
on a ſtatement of their grievances. They aflerted in 
ſtrong terms, their exemption from all taxes, not im- 
poſed by their own repreſentatives. They alſo concur- 
red in a petition to the King, and memorial to the Houſ: 
of Lords, and a. petition ro the Houſe of Commons 
The, colonies that were prevented from ſending their 
repreſentatives to this Congreſs, forwarded petitions, 
fimilar to thoſe which were adopted by the deputic 
which attended. 

While a variety of legal and illegal methods were 
adopted to oppoſe the ſtamp act, the firſt of November, 
on which it was to commence its operation, approached 
This in Boſton was uſhered in by a fuseral tolling ot 
bells. Many ſhops and ſtores were ſhut, The effigis 


of the planners and friends of the ſtamp act, were 2 
| ri 
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rled about the ſtreets in public deriſion, and then torn 
in pieces, by the enraged populace. It was remarkable 
that though a large croud was aſſembled, there was not 
the leaſt violence, or diſorder. 
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At Portſmouth in New-Hampſhire, the morning was b Nov. Pr 


uſhered in, with tolling all the bells in town. In the 


courſe of the day, notice was given to the friends of li- 


berty, to attend her funeral. A coffin, ncatly-ornamented 
inſcribed with the word Liberty in large letters, was 
carried to the grave. The funeral procoſſion began 
from the ſtate houſe, attended with two unbraced drums. 
While the inhabitants who followed the coffin were in 
motion, minute guas were fired, and continued till the 
corple arrived at the place of interment. Then an ora- 
tion in favour of the deceaſed was pronounced. It was 
ſcarcely ended before the corple was taken up, it having 
been, perceived that ſome remains of life were left, at 
which the inſcription was immediately altered to © Li- 
berty revived.” “ The bells immediately exchanged their 
melancholy, for a more joyful ſound, ard ſatisfaction ap- 
peared in every countenance. The whole was conducted 
with decency, and without injury or inſult, to any man's 
perſon or property. 

In Maryland, the effigy of the ſtamp maſter, on one 
fide of which was written, © Tyranny” on the other 
“ Oppreſſion, and acroſs the breaſt, © Damn my 
country Vll get money,” was carried through the ſtreets, 
from the place of confinement, to the whipping poſt, 
and from thence to the pillory. After ſuffering many 
indignities, it was firſt hanged and than burnt. 

The general averſion to the ſtamp act, was, by ſimilar 
methods, in a variety of places, demonſtrated. Ir is re- 
markable that the proceedings of the populace, on theſe 
occaſions, were carried on with decorum, and regularity. 
They were not ebullitions of a thoughtleſs mob, but for 
the moſt part, planned by leading men of character and 
influence, who were friends to peace and order. Theſe, 
knowing well that the bulk of mankind, are more led by 
their ſeaſes, than by their eee conducted the public 


exhibitions 


* 
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ſociations againſt importing Britiſh manufactures, till the 


exhibitions on that principle, with a view of making th, 


without ſtamped papers. The printers boldly printed 
number of readers, though they uſed common paper, in 


by common conſent, buſineſs was carried on, as though no 
ſtamp act had exiſted. This was accompanied by ſpirited 


at liberty to buy, or not to buy, as he pleaſed. By ſuſ- 


ſome thouſands in the Mother Country out of employ- 


though dearer, and of a worſe: quality, were chearfully pre 
ferred to ſimilar articles, imported from Britain. Thi! 
| wool might not be wanting, they entered into reſolution 
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ſtamp act, and its friends, both ridiculous, and odious. 

. Though the ſtamp act was to have operated from the 
firſt of November; yet legal proceedings in the court, 
were carried on as before. Veſſels entered and departed 


and circulated their news- papers, and found a ſufficien 


defiance of the act of parliament. In moſt department, 


reſolutions to riſque all conſequences, rather than ſub- 
mit to uſe the paper required by law. While theſe 
matters were in agitation, the coloniſts entered into al- 


ſtamp act ſhould be repealed. In this manner Britiſh liber. 
ty was made to operate againſt Britiſhtyranny. Agrecably 
to the free conſtitution of Great Britain, the ſubje& wa 


pending their future purchaſes on the repeal of the. 
ſtamp act, the coloniſts made it the intereſt of merchant 
and manufacturers, to ſolicit for that repeal. They had 
uſually taken off ſo great a proportion of - Britiſh manu- 
factures, that the ſudden ſtoppage of all their order, 
amounting, annually, to ſeveral millions ſterling, threv 


ment, and induced them, from a regard totheir own intereli, 
to advocate the meaſures wiſhed for by America. The 
petitions from the colonies were ſeconded by petitions 
from the merchants and manufacturers of Great-Britaio. 
What the former prayed for as a matter of right, and 
connected with, their liberties, the lauer alſo ſolicite 
from motives of immediate advantage. In order to rt 
medy the ' deficiency of Britiſh goods, the coloniſts betocł 
themſelves to a variety of neceflary domeſtic manufac 
tures. In a little time, large quantities of courſe and 
common clothes were brought to market, and thelt 
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o abſtain" from eating lambs. Foreign elegancies were 
generally laid aſide. The women were as cxetoplary as 
he men, in various inftances of ſelf denial. With great 
eadineſs, they refuſed every article of decoration for 
heir perſons, and of luxury for their tables. Theſe reſtricti - 

ted Nas, which the coloniſts had voluntarily impoſed on them- 
elves, were ſo well obſerved, that multitudes of arti- 


of their moſt flouriſhing manufactories, were, in à great 
caſure; at a ſtand. An aſſociation was entered into: by 
any of the ſons of liberty, the name given io thoſe 
ho were oppoſed to the: ſtamp act, by which thy agreed 
© to march with the utmoſt expedition at their owns 
roper coſts and expence, with their whole force to the 
clief of thoſe; that ſhould be in danger from the ſtamp 
&, or its promoters and abettors, or any thing relative 
o it, on account of any thing that may have been done, 
a oppoſition to its obtaining.” This was ſubſcribed by 
o many in New-York and New- England, that nothiog 


nencement of 'a civil war. | 

From the decided oppoſition to the ſtamp act, which 
ad been by the colonies adopted, it became neceflary for 
reat Britain to-enforce, or to repeal it. Both methods 
f proceeding had ſupporters. The oppoſers of - a re- 
cal urged arguments, drawn from the dignity of the na- 
ion, the danger of giving way to the clamours of the 


nentary authority over the colonies. On the other hand 
t was evident, from the determined oppoſition of the co- 
nies, that it could not be enforced without a civil war, 
vhich, in every event, the nation muſt be a loſer. In 
he courſe of theſe diſcuſſions, Dr. Franklin was exa- 
nined at the bar of the Houſe of Commons, and gave 
xtenſive information on the ſtate of American affairs, 
nd the impolicy of the ſtamp act, which contributed 
uch to remove prejudices, and to produce a diſpoſition 
at was friendly to a repeal. 

Some ſpeakers of great weight, in both houſes of par- 


moſt 


cers in England, were reduced to great diſtreſs, and ſome 


- 
_— 


dut a repeal could have prevented the immediate com- 


Americans, and the conſequences of weakening parlia- 


ament, denied their right of taxing the colonies. The 
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farther oppoſition, when at a future day, as ſhall be here. 


played their colours, and houſes were illuminated 1 
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moſt diſtinguiſhed ſupporters of this opinion were Lord 
Camden, in the Houſe of Peers, and Mr. Pitt, in the 
Houſe of Commons. The former, in ſtrong language, 
ſaid, “ My poſition is this, I repeat it, I will maintain 
it to my laſt hour. Taxation and repreſentation are in- 
ſeparabic. This poſition is founded on the laws of na- 
ture. It is more, it is itſelf an eternal law of nature. For 
whatever is a man's own, is abſolutely his own. No 
man has a right to take it from him without his conſent, 
Whoever attempts to do it, attempts an injury; whoever 
does it, commits a robbery.” Mr. Pitt, with an original 
boldneſs of expreſſion, juſtified the coloniſts, in oppoſing 
the ſtamp-act. Yon. have no right,” ſaid he, to 
tax America. I rejoice, that America has reſiſted. Three 
millions of our fellow ſubjects ſo loſt to every ſenſe of vir- 
tue, as tamely to give up their liberties, would be fit in- 
ſtruments to make flaves of the reſt” He concluded 
with giving his advice, that the ſtamp-act be repealed ab- 
ſolutely, totally, and immediately,---thatthe reaſon for the 
repeal be aſſigned, that it was founded on an erroneous 
principle.“ At the ſame time,” ſaid he, let the ſo- 
vereign authority of this country, over the colonies, be 
aſſerted in as ſtrong terms as can be deviſed, and be made 
to extend to every point of legiſlation whatſoever; that 
we may bind their trade, confine their manufactures, and 
exerciſe every power, except that of taking their money 
out of their pockets, without their conſent.” The ap- 
probation of this illuſtrious ſtateſman, whoſe diſtinguiſh: 
ed abilities had raiſed Great Britain to the higheſt pitch 
of renown, inſpired the Americans with additional con- 
fidence, in the rectitude of their claims of exemption 
from parliamentary taxation, and emboldened them 10 


after related, the projet of an American revenue vu 
reſumed. After much debating, and two proteſts in the 
Houſe of Lords, and paſting an act “ for ſecuring the de 
pendence of America on Great Britain“ the repeal oi"! 
the ſtamp act was finally carried. This event gage 
great joy in London. Ships in the river Thames dif- 


ove 


% 
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over the ci It was no ſooner; known in Ault,” 7 
than the coloniſts reſcinded their reſolutions, and recom- 
wenced theit mercantile intercourſe with the Mother 
Couatry. They preſented their homeſpun clothes 0 
the poor, ad ported more largely than ever. The 
churches reſdunded with thankſgivings, and their publie 
and private rejoicings knew no bounds. By letters, ad- 
dreſſes, andLother means, almoſt all the | colonics 1aewed, "” 
vnequivocalimarks! of acknowledgment, and gratitude. ' - 
So ſudden a calm "recovered after ſo violent a ſtorm; is 

without a parallel: in hiſtory. By the judicious ſacrifice "a 

of one law, the parliament of Great: Britain Damen 4 . 
aequieſer ue in all that remained. 

There were enlightened patriots, fully :mprefied with 
an idea, chat the immoderate joy of the ' colonifts was 
diſproportioned to the advantage they had gained. 7 

The ſtamp act, though repealed, was not repealed on 
American principles. The preamble afligned as the rea- 
ſon thereof, That the collecting the ſeveral duties and 
revenues, as by the ſaid act was directed, would be at- 
tended with many” inconveniencies, and productive of 
conſequences, dangerous to the commercial intereſts of 
theſe kingdoms?” Though this reaſon was a good one 
in England, it was by no means ſatisfactory in America. 
At the ſame time that the ſtamp act was repealed; the ab- 
ſolute, unlimited ſupnemacy of parliament was, in words, aſ- 
ſerted. The oppoſers of the repeal contended for this as 
eſſential, the friends of that meafure acquieſced in it to 
ſtrengthen their party, and make (ſure of their object. 
Many of both ſides thought. that the dignity of Great 
Britain required ſomething” of the kind to counterbalance 
the loſs of authority, that might reſult from her yield» 
ing to the clamours of the -coloniſts. The ac for his 
purpoſe was called the declaratory act, and was Prin- 
ciple- more hoſtile to American rights, than the ftamp 
act; for it annulled thoſe reſolutions and aQts of the : 
provinciatafſemblies, in which they had aſſerted their Ee 
right to-exemption from all taxes, not impoſed by their | 
own repreſentatives ; and alſo cnated, That the par- 
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wich the parent ſtate. 
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e bad, and of right ought to have; power. 40 bind 
the colonies, in all cafes whatſoever,” 271011” | 

The bulk of the Americans, intoxicated with che Fe 
vantage they had gained, overlooked this Tarute,” which 
in one comprehenſive ſentence, not only deprived then 


of liberty and property, but of every right, incident 't9 
humanity. "They confidered it as a fatvo'for the honor 


of parliament; in repealing an act, which had ſo lately re- 
ceived their ſanction, ànd flattered themſeboes it would 


remain a dead letter; and that although the right of tax: 


ation was in words retained, it would never be exerciſed. 


Unvilling to contend about paper claims of ideal ſupte- 


macy, they returned to their n nn 
* tz, HAY 189% 5975; 
The repeal of the ſtamp, ape renne buemles 
with all its circumſtances aud conſequences;' was the firſ 
dire&ſtep to American independency. The claims of the 
two countries were not only leffy undecided; but a foun- 
dation was laid for their extending at à future period, to 
the impoſſibility of a compromiſe Though for the pre- 
ſent Great- Britain receded from enforcing her claim of 
American revenue, a numerous party, adhering to that 
ſyſtem, reſerved themſelves for more favourable” circum- 
ſtances to enforce itz and at the fame time the coloniſts, 
more enlightened on the ſubject, and more fully con- 
vinced of the rectitude of their claims, were encourage 
to oppoſe it, under whatſoever form it ſhould appear, ot 
under wWhatſoever diſguiſe it ſhould cover itſel ff. 
Elevated with the advantage they had gained, from 
that day forward, inſtead of feeling themſelves dependent 
on Great - Britain, they conceived that, in reſpect to com- 
merce, ſhe was dependent on them. It inſpired them 
with ſuch high ideas of the importance of their trade, 
that they conſidered the Mother Country to be brought 
under greater obligations to them, for purchaſũng her 
manufactures, than they were to her for protection and 
the adminiſtration of civil government. The freemen 
of \Britiſh America, impreſſed with the exalting ſenti- 


ments of patriotiſm and of liberty, conceived it to be 


within eber, by future combinations, at any time to 
con vulſe 


* 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 
onvulle, if not to bankrupt thenation;'from which they: 


«| n 4d : : R : iy dis To 


tuation, favouring ideas, as extenſive as the unexplored 
,tinent' of Which they were inhabitants. While the 
ride of Britons revolted at the thought of their colonies 
efuſing ſubjection to that parliament which they obeyed, 


ap of the warld, 'controul the free prog; of the grear 
ontinent of -America?? + 1 
Theſe high ſounding. ven ok woutd ive een 


ruinous policy, untaught by recent experience, called 


d, an American revenue was ſtill a favourite object with 
any in Great- Britain. The equity and the advantage 
f taxing the coloniſts by parliamentary authority were 


fecting it, without hazarding the public tranquility, was 
ot ſo obwious. Mr. Charles Townſend, afterwards 
ancellor df the exchequer, pawned his credit to ac 
mpliſh chat many ſo earneſtly deſired. He accordingly 
ought into parliament a bill for granting duties in the 
tiſh colonies on glaſs, paper, painters colours, and 
a, which was afterwards enacted into a law. If the 
nall duties impoſed on theſe articles, had preceded the 
amp act, they might have pafled unobſerved: but the 
te diſcuſſions occafioned- by that act, had produced a- 
ong the coloniſts,” not only an animated conviction of 
cir exemption from parliamentary taxation, but a jea- 
uſy of the defigns of Great-Britain. The ſentiments 
the Americans on this ſubject, bore a great reſemblance 
thoſe of their Britiſh countrymen of the preceding 
atury, in the caſe of ſhip money. The amount of 
lat tax was very moderate, little exceeding twenty 
ouſand pounds, It was diſtributed upon the people 


enti- 

o be ch equality, and expended for the honour and advan- 
\e to ee of the kingdom, yer all theſe circumſtances could 
vulſc WP! 7<concile the people of England to rhe impoſition. 


* It 


he American with equal haughtineſs exclaimed, ſhall 
e petty land pf Greut · Britain, ſcarce à ſpeck on the 


armleſs, or at moſt, ſpent themſelves in words, had not 


em anti ſerious action. Though the ſtamp act was repeal- 


prung i 
Opinions of ckiorſtig@wete fidetigthened by weir font: | 


ty apparent to their underſtandings, but the mode” of 


1767. 


50 


It was emircly arbitrary. By tha ſatweccight;”. ſal 


. ws a Americans conſidered theſe; ſmall; duties, in (the 


ſo in every inſtance which is incompatible with her inte: 


than at her market, her laws forbid, and the manu- 
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they, „ any other tax may be impoſed.” In like may, 


nature of an entering wedge, deſigned: do make way for 
others; which would be greater and heavier. In a, rela- 
tive connection wich late acts of parliament, reſpeCtiog 
domeſtic manufactures and forcign: commerce, laws for 
impoſing taxes on Britiſh commodities exported.:t0. the 
colonies, formed a complete circle of uppreſſion, from 
which there was no poſſibility of eſcaping . The colo- 
niſts had been, previouſly, reſtrained from manufacturisg 
certain articles, for their own conſumpuion Other ach 
confined them to the excluſive uſe of Britiſhmerchandize, 
The addition of duties, put them wholly. in the power and 
diſcretion of Great- Britain Weare not” ſaid they, permi. 
ted to import from any nation, other than our own parent 
ſtate, and have been in ſome caſes by herireſtrained fron 
manufacturing for ourſelves, and ſhe claims a tight to do 
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reſt. To theſe reſtrictions we have hitberto ſubmitted, 
but ſhe now riſes in het demands, and impoſes'dutics on 
thoſe, commodities, the purchaſing, of Which, cl{ewhert 
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facturing of which for our own: uſe, ſhe muy any mo- 
ment ſhe pleaſes reſtrain. If her right is valid to ly 
ſmall tax, it is equally ſo to lay a large one, for front 
the nature of the caſe; the myſt be guided excluſivehy p 
her own opinions of our ability, and of the propr ien A 

of the duties ſhe may impoſe, Nothing is left for us to bu 
to complain, and, pay.“ They contended that there uh. 
no real difference between the principle of theſe new di. ¶ ui 
ties and the ſtamp act, they were both deſigned to r 
a revenue in America, and in the ſame manner. The th 
payment of the duties, impoſed by the ſtamp act, might] th 
have been cluded by the total diſuſe of ſtamped paper, aui th 
ſo might the payment of theſe duties, by the total ci ta 
uſe of thoſe articles on which they were laid, but in vWF pl: 
ther caſe, without great difficulty. The coloniſts ver du 
therefore reduced to the hard alternative of being obligei in 


totally to diſuſe articles of the greateſt neceſtity i in human 
x lift 


oppoſition, whith had been ſmothered by the repeal-of 


of tauation ehibited in its new form. Mr. Dicken on, 
of Pennſylyania, du th occaſion preſemed to che public 
a ſeries of letters ſigutd a Farmer, (proving the eutreme 
danger which threatened: the liberties of America, from 


che tlaim af pacliamentacy taxation: They were written 
with great animation, and were read with uncommon 
ing widay. Their reaſoniag was ſb.coovinting, that many 
aof the candid and difiarereſted citizens of Great-Britain, 
ize/ acknowledged that the American oppoſition to parlia- 
and mentary taxation was juſtifiable. The enormous ſuing 
mit: which the ſtamp ad would hate collected, had 'tho< 
ren roughly alarmeg rhe: coloniſts | for rheir property. It 
on vas now demonſtrated by ſeveral writers, eſpecially by 
e che Pennſytvania Farmer that asſmall tax, though more 
me · ¶ ſpecious, was equally dangerous, as it eſtäbliſhed a pre- 
tech cedent which eventually annihilated American property. 
The declaratory act which at firſt was the-ſubje&t of but 
bert 2 few comments, was vow dilated upon, as a foundation 
in- tod every ſpecies of oppreſſion; and the ſmall duties, 
mo- lately impoſed; were conſidered as the beginning of 4 
ay a train of much greater evils, . 

roa Had the coloniſts admitted the Patete of raiſing a 
parliamentary revenue among them, the erection af an 
rien American board of commiſſioners for wanaging it, 
but which was about this time (inſtituted) at Boſton, would 
vu have been a convenience, rather than an injury; bur 
du: united as they were in ſentiments, of the contrariety of 
ral at meaſure to their natural aud conſtitutional rights, 
The they illy brooked the innovation. As it was coeval with 
100088 the new duties, they confidercd it as a certain evidence that 
zu che project of an extenſive American revenue, notwith- 
cit ſanding the repeal of the ſtamp act, was ſtill in contem- 
ner plation: A; diflike to Britiſh taxation naturally pro- 
were duced a diſlike to à board which was to be inſtrumental 
igel in that buſineſs, and occaſioned many inſults to its com- 
mn miſlioners, | 

lift : The 


AUE R¹eAN WEVSUU ION. | 
lte, or co pay a tax without cet Gb ſoar! The 44 of 


the ſtamp alt bur ned afreſh agulnſt che ſame prineiplo . 


heit acquieſteuce lu 4 precedent which might eftablilh +} 
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The revenue: act af 19657 produced reſolves, petitions, 
addxeſſes, and romonſtrances, ſimilar to thoſe, with which 
the coloniſts oppoſed the; ſtamp act. n alſo: gave riſe 
to a ſecond aſſociation for ſuſpendlibg further importa- 
tions of Britiſh manufactures, till theſe oſfenſive duties 
ſbould be taken off. LUuifortuity, in theſe meaſures, 
was promoted by a circular: letter from the aſſembly of 


is Maſſachuſetts, io the ſpeakers of che other afſemblics. This 


„ ſtated the petitiams, aud repreſentations, which they had 
forwarded againſt the late duties, and ſtrangly pointed 
out the great difliculties, that muſt ariſe to themſelyes 
and their conſtituents, from the operation of acts of parlia- 
ment, impoſingiduties on the unrepreſented American 
colonies, and requeſting a reciprocal free communication, 
on public affairs. Moſt of the provincial aſſemblies, as 
they had opportunities of deliberatiag on the ſubject, ap- 
proved of the proceedings of the Maſſachuſetts aſſembly, 
and harmoniſed with them in the meaſures, which they 
had adopted. In reſolves, they ſtated their rights, in firm 
but decent language, and, in petitions, they prayed for 
à repeal of the late acts, which they a: as in · 
fringements on their liberties. 

It is not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the miniſter;who 
planned theſe duties, hoped, that they would be regarded 
as regulations of trade, He might alſo preſume, that as 
they amounted only to an inconſiderable ſum, they would 
not give any alarm. The circular leuer of the Maſſa- 
chuſetis aſſembly, which laid the foundation for united 
petitions againſt them, gave therefore great offence. 
Lord.Hillſborough, bo had lately been appointed Secre- 
tary of State, for the American department, wrote let- 
ters to the governors of the reſpective provinces, urging 
them to exert their iuflueuce, to prevent the aſſemblies 
from taking auy notice of it, and he called on the Maſſa- 
chuſetts aſſembly, to reſcind their proceedings on that 
ſubject. This meaſure was both injudicious and irri- 
tating. To require a public body to reſcind a reſolution, 
for ſending a letter, which was already ſent, anſwered, 
and acted upon, was a bad ſpecimen of. the wiſdom of 


the new miniſter, To call a vote, for ſending a circu- 
lar 
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lar letter to are the 4fſemblies of the nolghbouriago> 
lonies to communicate together in the purſuit of legal 
eufutes th obtain à redreſs of grlevances, a flagitious 
ttempt to diſturb the public peace, appeared to the co- 
onifts 4 very injudicions application of harſh cpithers'to 


ew houſe of Aſſembly with diſſolution, in caſc of their 
ot agreeing to reſeind an act of à former aſſembly, 


ith the diftates of common ſenſe, than the conſtitutional 
ights of Britiſh coloniſts. The propoſition for reſcind= 


embly was immediately diſſolved, as had been threaten- 
d. This procedure of the new ſecretary was conſider- 
d, by the coloniſts, as an attempt to ſuppreſs all commu- 
cation of ſentiments between them, and to prevent their 
nited ſupplications, from venching the royal car. Te 
„ acsered no one: e purpoſe; oO 1 W 
o miſchief. f * 

The bad lesbor, which * ſaccellive | irritation al 
eady too much prevailed; was about this time wrought 
ptoa high pitch of reſentment and violence, on occa- 
jon. of the Teizure of Mr. Hancock's floop Liberty, for 
jot having —＋ all the wines ſhe had brought from 
ladeira. Phe popularity of her owner, the name of 
he floop, and che general averfion to the board of com- 


EEE ESSE KSS. 8 7 * „ 


ame the minds of the people. They reſented the re- 
ted oval of the floop:from the wharf, as implying an ap- 
ce. Wrchenſion of a reſcue. They uſed every means in their 
over to interrupt the officers, in the exccution of their 
uſinefsz and numbers ſwore that they would be re- 
enged. Mr. Harriſon the collector, Mr. Hallowell the 
omptroller, and Mr. Irwine the inſpector of imports and 
ports, were ſo roughly handled, as to bring their lives 
danger. The windows of ſome of their houſes were 
oken, and the boat of the collector was dragged 
rough the town, and burned on the common. Such 
as the temper and diſpoſition of many of the inhabi- 
ats, that the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms thought 


Keir' conffittitional right of petitiouing- To threaten! 4 
hich was not etecutory, but executed, claſhed no leſt 


ng was negativrd, by a majority of 92 to 17. The af 


iſſioners, and parliamentary taxation, concurred to in- 


1768. 
June 10. | 


= 
0 — — ——— _ 


* 


r - — 


* 


proper 


the governor, to iſſue precepts, for convening a genen 


Sept. 13. 


eye ſore to the people of Boſton- Thie, thbugh pany 
doing to their active geal in detecting ſmugglers, Prin- 


only the few. who were benefited by ſmuggling, but the 
greater impoſitions of parliamentary taxes were intend 


inhabitants became more diſreſpectful to the executire 
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. to retire, on hoard the Romney man of wart 
und afterwards to Caſtle William The commiſſioner, 
from the firſt moment of their. inſtitution, ad been ar 


cipally aroſe from the. aflociation-which: exiſted in th; 
minds of the inhabitants, between that board: and u 
American revenue, Tbe declaratory, ad of 1566, th 
revenue act of 1767.3, together with the pomp and en. 
pence of | this board ſo diſproportionate to the ſmall in 
come of the preſent duties, conſpired 10/-catvince ng 


great body of enlightened freemen, that farther and 
ed In proportion as this opinion gained ground, the 


officers of the revenue, and more diſpoſed, in the freny 
of patriotiſm, to commit outrages on their perſons and 
property. The conſtant bickering that exiſted-betwees 
them and the inhabitants, together with the ſteady oy 
poſition given by the latter, to the diſcharge of the offici 
duties of the former, induced the commiftoners and 
friends of an Americau revenue, to ſolicit the protect 
of a regular force, to be ſtationed at Boſton. In com 
pliance with their wiſhes, his Majeſty ordered two regs 
ments and ſome armed veſſels to repair thither, for ſup 
porting and aſſiſting the officers of the cuſtoms in the 
execution of their duty. This reſtrained the active er 
ertion of that turbulent ſpirit, Which ſince the paſſing 
of the late revenue laws had revived, but it — wo 
the pre-exiſtiog cauſes thereof. 

When it was reported in Boſton, that one or mor 
regiments were ordered there, à meeting of the inhad 
tants was called, and a; committee appointed, to 1equei 


aſſembly. He replied, that he could not comply v 
their requeſt, till he had received his Majeſty's con 
mands for that purpoſe.” This anſwer being report 
ſome ſpirited reſolutions were adopted. la particu 


it was voted, that the ſele& men of Boſton ſhould wil 
| 


* 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 


is the ſelect men of other towns, to propoſe, | that 

1 convention be held, of deputies from each, to meet at 

Faneoil ball, in Boſton, on the 224 inftant. It was af- Sept. 22. 
terwards voted, That as there is apprehenfion in the 

minds of many, of an approaching war with France, 

thoſe inhabitants, who are not provided, be requeſted to 

furniſh themſelves forthwith with arms.“ | 

Ninety fix towns, and eight diſtricts, agreed to the 
propoſal made by the inhabitants of Boſton, and ap- 
pointed deputies, to attend a conyention, but the town 
of Hatfield refuſed its concurrence. When the depu- 
ties met, they conducted wich moderation, diſclaimed all 
legiſlative authority, adviſed the people to pay the great- 
eſt deference to government, and to wait patiently for a 
redreſs of their grievances, from his Majeſty's wiſdom 
and moderation. After ſtating to the world the cauſes 
of their meeting, and an account of their proceedings; 
they diſſolved themſelves, after a ſhort ſeſſion, and went 
home. | 

Within a day after the convention broke up, the ex- 
pected regiments arrived, and were peacgably received. 
Hints had been thrown out by ſome idle people, that 
they ſhould not be permitted to come on ſhore. Pre- 
parations were made by the captains of the men of war 
in the harbour, to fire on the town, in caſe oppoſition 
had been made to their landing, but the crifis for an ap- 
peal to arms was not yet arrived. It was hoped by ſome, 
that the folly and rage of the Boſtoniaus would have led 
them to this raſh meaſure, and thereby have afforded 
an opportunity for giving them ſome naval and military 
correction, but both prudence and policy induced them 
to adopt'a more temperate line of conduct. 

While the contention was kept alive, by the ſucceſſive 
critations, which have been mentioned, there was, parti- 
cularly in Maſſachuſetts, a ſpecies of warfare carried on 
detween the royal governors, and the provincial aſſemblies. 
Lach watched the other with all' the jealouſy, which 
ſtrong diſtruſt could inſpire. The latter regarded the 
former as inſtruments of power, wiſhing to pay their 
court to the Mother Country, by curbing the ſpirit of 

L American 
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ence, at which they were charged with aiming; 
Governor Hutchinſon, of Maſſachuſetis, virtually chal. 


2 


cretaries of ſtate, in order that his majeſty might iſſues 
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American freedom, and. the former kept a ſtrict eye on 
the latter, left they might ſmooth the v to independ. 


Lieut 


lenged the aſſembly to a diſpute, on the ground of the 
controverſy between the two countries... This was ac- 
cepted by the latter, and the ſubjeQ,: diſcuſſed with al 
the ſubtilty of argument, which the ingenuity of either 
party. could ſuggeſt. 

The war of words. was not confined to the. colonic 


While the American aſſemblies paſſed reſolutions, aſſert. 


ing their excluſive right to tax their conſtituents, the 
parliament by reſolves, aſſerted their unlimited ſupreme 
cy in and over the colonies. . While the former, in their 
public acts, diſclaimed all views of independence, they 
were ſucceſſively repreſented in parliamentary reſolves, 
royal ſpeeches, and addreſſes from Lords and commons, 
as being in a ſtate of diſobedience to law and government, 
and as having proceeded to meaſures ſubverſive of the 
conſtitution, and manifeſting a diſpoſition to throw of 
all ſubordination to Great Britain. 

In February 1769, both houſes of parliament went 
one ſtep beyond all that had preceded. They then con- 
curred in a joint addreſs to his majeſty, in which they 
expreſſed their ſatisfaftion in the meaſures his majeſty 
had purſued,---Gave the ſtrongeſt afſurances, that they 
would effectually ſupport him in ſuch farther meaſure 
as might be found neceſſary, to maintain the civil mag 
ſtrates in a due execution of the laws, in Maſſachuſett“ 
Bay, and beſeeched him “ to direct the governor to 
take the moſt effectual methods for procuring the fullct 
information, touching all treaſons or miſpriſions of tres 
ſon, committed within the government, ſince the 3oth 
day of December, 1767; and to tranſmit the ſame to- 
gether with the names of the perſons, who were moſt ac. 
tive in the commiſſion of ſuch offences, to one of the {© 


ſpecial commiſſion for enquiring of, hearing, and deter- 
mining, the ſaid offences, within the realm of Great-brr 
tain, purſuant to the proviſion of che ſtatute of the 359 

| | | 0 
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of King Henry the 8th. „The latter part Us addreſs, 
which propoſed the bringing of delinguents from Maſſa- 
chufeits, to. be tried at à tribunal in Great-Britain, for 
crimes committed in America, underwear many ſevere 
mimadverſiong. 

I was afferted to be totally ineonkificns with tke ſpirit 
of the conſtirution, for in England a man charged with 
a crime, had a right to be tried in the county in which 
his offence was ſuppoſed to have been committed. Juſ- 
tice is _regilarly and  impartially adminiſtered in our 
courts,” ſaid the coloniſts « and yet by direction of par- 
liament, offenders are to be taken by force, together wi 
all ſuch perſons as may be pointed out as witneſſes and 


a jury of ſtrangers, and ſubje to all the diſadvantages 
which reſult from hang of friends, want of witneſſes 
and want of money.” 

The houſe of burgeſes of Virginia met, ſoon after 
official accounts, of the joint addreſs of lords and com- 
mons on this ſubject reached America; and in a few days 
after their meeting, paſſed reſolutions expreſſing. . their 
excluſive right to tax their conſtituents, and their right 
tq petition their ſovereign for redreſs of grieyances, and 
ey che lawfulneſs of procuring the concurrence of the other 
her colonjes in praying for the royal interpoſition, in favour 
ares of che violated rights of Ametica: and that all trials for 
agi treaſon, or for any crime whatſoever, committed in that 
colony, ought to be before bis majeſty's courts, within 
che faid colony; and that the ſcizing any perſon reſiding 
neh Mio the faid colony, ſufpected of any crime whatſoever, 
ces ommitted therein, and ſending ſuch perſon to places be- 
zo ond the ſea to be tried, was highly derogatory of the 
to- rights of Britiſh ſubjedts.” + The next day lord Botetourt 
tac che governour-of Virginia, ſent for the houſe of bur- 
e ſe eſſes and addreſſed them as follows. Mr. Speaker and 
gentlemen of the houſe of burgeſſes. I have heard of 
your reſolves, and augur ill of their effects. You have 


made it my duty to diſſolve you, and you are diſſolved 
accordingly,” | 


The 


carried to England, there to be tried in a diftant land, by 
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The aſſembly of North-Carolina adopted raſolutions, 
fimilar to thoſe of Virginia, for which Tryon their go- 
vernour diſſolved them. The members of the houſe of 
burgeſſcs in Virginia, and of the aſſembly of North-Ca. 
rolina, after their diſſolution, met as private gentlemen, 
choſe. their late ſpeakers moderators, and adopted reſo. 
lutions againſt importing Britiſh goods. The non-im- 
portation agreement, was in this manner forwarded by 
the. very meaſures which were intended to curb the. ſpirit 
of American freedom, from which it ſprung. Meeting 
of the aſſociators were regularly held in the various pro- 
vintes. Committees were appointed to examine all veſ. 
ſels arriving from Britain. Cenſures were freely paſſed 
on ſuch as refuſed to concur in theſe aſſociations, and 
their names publiſhed i in the news-papers as enemies to 
their country. The regular acts of the provincial afſen- 
blies were not ſo much reſpected, and obeyed as the de- 
crees of theſe committees, the aſſociations were in general, 
as well obſerved as could be expected; but nevertheleſs 
there were ſome colluſions. The fear of mobs, of public 
reſentment and contempt, co-operating with patriotiſm, 
preponderated over private intereſt and convenience. 
One of the importing merchants of Boſton, who heſ- Wt 
tated in his compliance with the determination of the h 
inhabitants, was waited upon by a committee of tradeſ. Wha! 
men, with an axeman and a carpenter at their head, who 
informed him, “that 1000 men were waiting for his e. 
anſwer, and that if he refuſed to comply, they could th 
not tell what might be the conſequence.” He complicd, Wal 
and the news-papers ſoop after publiſhed, that he did it Wa: 
voluntarily. | 

In Boſton, Lieut. Governor Huickinfos endeavoured 
to promote à counter affociation, but without effct 
The friends of importation objected, that till parliament 
made proviſion for the puniſhment of the confederace 
agaioſt importation, a counter aſſociation would anſve 
no other purpoſe, than to expoſe the aſſociators to pops 
lar rage. | ' 

The'Boſtonians, about this time, went one ſtep fan 
ther. They reſhipped goods to Great Britain, inſtead 

ſtorinf 
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ſtoring. them as formerly. This was reſolved upon in 


bitant, who communicated a letter he had lately received 
from a member of parliament, in which it was ſaid, 
« that ſhipping back ten thouſand pounds worth of goods 
would do. more, than ſtoring a hundred thouſand,” This 
turned the ſcale, and procured a majority of yotes for 
reſhipping. Not only in this, but in many other in- 
ſtances, the violences of che coloniſts were foſtered by in- 
dividuals in Great Britain. A number of theſe were in 
principle with the Americans, in denying the right of 
parliament, to tax them, but others were more influenced 


ſed by a ſpirit of oppoſition to the miniſterial majority; than 
nd by a regard to the conſtitutional liberties of either coun- 
to iy. , 0 whites vo 7 Lin Ss 
m- The non: importation agreement had now laſted, ſome 


de- ume, and by degrees had become general. Several of 
ral, the colonial aſſemblies had been diſſolved, or , prorogued, 
leſs for aſſerting the rights of their conſtituents. The royal 
blic Wcovcrooury, and other friends to an American revenue, 
iſm, Wwcre chagrined. The - coloniſts were . irritated. | Good 
act. wen, both in England and America, deplored theſe un- 
cl Nioward events, and beheld with concern an inereaſing ill 
the humour between thoſe, who were bound by intereſt and 
deſ- Naffection, to be friends to each other. ö 

who In conſequence of the American 200-importatios a= 
bu Mgrecment, founded io oppoſition to the duties of 1767, 
ould che manufacturers of Great Britain experienced a, renew- 
al of the diſtreſſes, which followed the adoption of ſimi- 
lar reſolutions, in the year 176 5; the repeal of theſe dy- 


1ad procured the repeal of the ſtamp act. The rulers 
pf Great Britain ated without deciſion. « Inſtead, of per- 
ſevering in their own ſyſtem of coercion or indeed in 
ny one uniform ſyſtem. of colonial government, they 
ſtruck out a middle line, embarraſſed with the conſe- 
uences, both of ſeverity and of lenity, and which was 
rithout the complete benefits of either. Soon after the 
ſpirited addreſs to his Majeſty, laſt mentioned, bad paſ- 
ed both houſes of parliament, aſſurances were given for 
| repealing 


a town meeting, on the information of an inha- 


ties was therefore ſolicited by the ſame influence, which 


— 
* 
- 


- 2 
— — —„— — 
9 


r HIS TOR T er I 


Fepetling all the dutfes, impoſed in 1567, excepting that 


11 


of three-pence per pound on tea. 

Anxious on the one hand to eſtabliſh parliamentary 
ene, and on the other, afraid to ſtem the torrent 
of oppoſition, they conceded enough to weaken the for. 


mer, and yet not enough to ſatisfy the latter. Had 


Great Britain "generouſly repealed” the whole, and for 
ever falinquithed all claim to the right, or even the ex. 


_ erciſe of the right bf taxation, the union of che two coun- 


tris, might have laſted for ages. Had ſlie ſeriouſly de- 
termined to compel the ſubmiſſion of the colonies, no- 
thing could have been more unfriendly ro this defign, 
than her repeated conceſſions to their reiterated afſociz 
tions. The declaratory act, and the refervation of the 
duty on tea, left the cauſe of contention between the 
two countries, in fult force, but the former was only! 
elalm on paper, and the latter might be evaded, by re- 
Fufing to purchaſe any tea, on which the parliamentar 
tax was impoſed.” The coloniſts, therefore, conceiving 
that their commerce might be renewed, without eſtabliſſ- 
ing any precedent, injurious to their liberties, relaxed in 
their affociations, in every particular, except tea, and in- 
mediately recommenced the importation of all other ar- 
ticles of merchandiſe. A political calm once more took 
place. The parent ſtare might now have cloſed the dif 
pute for ever, and honorably receded, without a formal 
-relinquiſhment of her claims. Neither the reſervation 
of the duty on tea, by the Britiſh parliament, nor the cl. 
"ceptions made by the coloniſts, of importing no tea, ot 
Which a duty was impoſe, would, if they had been let 


to their own operation, have diſturbed the returning har- 


"monty of the two countries. Without freſh irritation, 
their wounds might have healed, and not a ſcar been lef 
behind. 

Unfortunately for the friends of union, ſo paltry 
fam as 3d. ſo infignificant an article as tea, in conſt 


" quence of a combination between the Britiſh miniſtry and 


Eafſt-India company, revived the pe. to the rens 
ing of the empire. 
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| Theſe two abortive attempts to raiſe a parliamentary 
revenue in America, cauſcd a fermentation in the minds 
of the coloniſts, and gave birth to many enquiries re- 
ſpecting their natural rights. - Reflections and reaſonings 
on this ſubject produced a high ſenſe of liberty, and a ge- 
eral conviction that there could be no ſecurity for their 


property, if they were to be taxed at the diſcretion'of a 
5 tcitiſh parliament, in which they were unrepreſented, and 


der which they had no controul. A determination not 
poly to oppoſe this new claim of taxation, but to keep 
ſtrict watch, leaſt it might be eſtabliſhed in ſome diſ- 
zuiſed form, took poſſeſſion of their minds. 

© WW It commonly happens in the diſcuſſion of doubtful 
laims between States, that the ground of the. original 
iſpute inſenfibly changes. When the mind is employed 
1 inveſtigating one ſubject, others aſſociated with it, na- 


ly 4 rally preſent thetmſelves, In the courſe of enquiries * 


n the ſubject of parliamentary taxation, che reſtriction 
tan Nn the trade of the coloniſts---the neceſſity that was im- 
"1"? oſed on them to purchaſe Britiſh and other manufac- 
res, loaded with their full proportion of all taxes paid 


d i thoſe who made or ſold them, became more generally 
im Wnown. While American writers were vindicating their 
* Wountry from the charge of contributing nothing to the 
tool om mon expences of the empire, they were led to ſer off 
di their credit, the diſadvantage of their being conſined 
{Wc uſively, ta purchaſe ſuch manufactures in Britain. 
allen WM bey inſtituted calculations by which they demonſtrated 
© "Wat the monopoly of their trade, drew from them grear- 
L 1 ſums for the ſupport of government, than were uſu- 
N paid by an equal number of their fellow citizens of 


rea- Britain ; and that taxation, ſuperaded to ſuch a 
my onopoly, would leave them in a ſtate of perfect uncom - 
0 kehr nſared ſlavery. The inveſtigation of theſe ſudjects 
ought matters into view which the friends of union | 
ght io have kept out of | fight. Theſe circumſtances, 
gether with the extenſive population of the Eaſtern 
ates, and their adventurous ſpirit of commerce, ſuggeſted 
ſome bold ſpirits that not only Britiſh taxation, but 
tiſh navigation laws were unfriendly to the intereſts af 

America 
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America. Speculations of this magnitude Tuited wel! 
with the extenſive views of ſome capital merchants, byt 
never would have rouſed the bulk of the people, hat 
not new matter brought the diſpute between the tw 
countries to a N in ROO every individual was i 
tereſted. ts 
On reviewing the conduct of che Byitiſh miniſtry, 
reſpecting the colonies, ' much weakneſs as well as folly 
appears. For a ſucceſſion of years there was a ſteady 
purſuit of American revenue, but great inconfiſtence in 
the projects for obtaining it. In one moment the par. 
liament was for enforcing their laws, the next for repeil 
ing them. Doing and undoing, menacing and ſubmit. 
ting, ſtraining and relaxing, followed each other, in alter 
nate ſucceſſion. The object of adminiſtration, thougl 
twice relinquiſhed as to any preſent efficiency, was ic 
Fiably purſued, but without any unity of ſyſtem. 
| On the gth of May, 1769, the King in his ſpeech « 
parliament, highly applauded their hearty' concurrent 
in maintaining the execution of the laws, in every part 0 
his dominions. Five days after this ſpeech, lord Hillſbo- 
rough, ſecretary of ſtate for the colonies; wrote to lol 
Botetourt, governor of Virginia: © I can take upon 
to aſſure you, notwithſtanding informations to the contr 
ry, from men, with factious and ſeditious views, that h 
Majeſty's preſent adminiſtration have at no time enter 
tained a deſigu to propoſe to parliament, to lay any fa 
ther taxes upon America, for the purpoſe” of raiſing 
revenue, and that it is at preſent their intention 10 pri 
poſe the next ſeſſion of parliament, to take off the duit 
upon glaſs; paper, and colours, upon conſideration 
ſuch duties baving been laid contrary to the true prind 
ples of commerce,” The governor was alſo informed 
that his Majeſty relied upon his prudence and fidelity 
to make ſuch an explanation of his Majeſty's meaſur*g > 
as would tend to remove prejudices, and to re-eſtabii 
mutual confidence and affection between the Mod“ 
Country and the colonies.” In the exact ſpirit of hi 
ſtructions, lord Botetourt addreſſed the Virginia af! 
bly as follows: „It may * be objected, that 20 
5 Majely 
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Majeſty's preſent adminiſtration are not immortal, their 
ſucceſſors may be inclined to attempt to undo what the 
preſent miniſters ſhall have attempted to perform, and to 
that obje&ion I can give but this anſwer, that it is my 
firm opinion, that the plan I have ſtated to you, will cer- 
tainly take place, and that it will never be departed from; 
and ſo determined am J forever to abide by it, that I will 
be content to be declared infamous, if I do not to the 
laſt hour of my life, at all times, in all places, and upon 
all occaſions, exert every power, with which I either am, 
or ever ſhall be, legally inveſted, in order to obtain and 


maintain for the continent of America, that ſatisfaction, 


which I have been authoriſed to promiſe this day, by the 
confidential ſervants of our gracious ſovercign, who, to 
my certain knowledge, rates his honor ſo high, that he 
would rather part with his crown, than preſerve it by de- 
ceit.” 

Theſe afſurances were received with tranſports of joy 
by the Virginians. They viewed them as pledging his 
Majeſty for ſecurity, that the late defign for raiſing a 
revenue in America was abandoned, and never more to 


be reſumed, The Afﬀembly of Virginia, in anſwer to 


lord Botetourt, expreſſed themſelves thus: © We are 
ſure our moſt gracious ſovereign, under whatever 
changes may happen in his confidential fervants, will 
remain immutable in the ways of truth and juſtice, and 
that he is incapable of deceiving his faithful ſubjects; 
and we eſteem your lordſhip's information not only as 
warranted, but even ſanctified by the royal word.” 

How far theſe folemn engagements with the Americans 
were obſerved, ſubſequent events will demonſtrate. In a 
perfect reliance on them, moſt of the coloniſts returned 
to their ancient habits of good humour, and flattered 
themſelves that no future parliament would undertake to 
give, or grant away their property. . 

From the royal and miniſterial aſſurances given in fa- 
vour of America, in the year 1769, and the ſubſequent 
repeal in 1770, of five ſixths of the duties which had 
been impoſed in 1767 z together with the conſequent re- 
newal of the mercantile intercourſe between Great-Bri- 
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E out of their liberties. 


between the two countries was finally cloſod. In all 


gun, elſewhere, to return. The ſtationipg a military 
The royal army had been brought thither, with the avow- 


houſes of parliament, had taught them to look upon the 


the other hand were accuſtomed to look upon the ſoldiery 
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tain and the colonies: Many hoped that the contention 


the provinces, excepting Maſſachuſetts, appearances ſeem- 
ed to. favour that opinion. Many incidents operated 
there to the prejudice of that harmony, which had be- 


force among them, was a fruitful ſource of uncaſineſs, 


ed deſign of enforcing ſubmiflion to the Mother Coun- 
try. Speeches from the throne, and addreſſes from both 


inhabitants as a factious turbulent people, who aimed at 
throwing off all ſubordination to Great-Britain, They, on 


as inſtruments of tyranny, ſent on purpoſe.to dragoca 


Reciprocal inſults ſoured the tempers, and mutual i inju- 
ries embittered the paſſions, of the oppoſite parties: be- 
ſides ſome fiery ſpirits who thought it an indignity to have 
troops quartered among them, were conſtantly exciting 
the towns-people to quarrel with the foldiers. 

On the ſecond of March, a fray tobk place near Mr. 
Gray's ropewalk, between a private ſoldier of the 29th 
regiment,and an inhabitant, The former was ſupported 


by his comrades, the latter by the rope makers, till ſeve- W** 


ral on both ſides were involved in the conſequences. On i 
the 5th a more dreadful ſcene was preſented. The ſol- e 
diers, when under arms, were preſſed upon, inſulted and 
pelted by a mob armed with clubs, ſticks, and ſnowballs 
covering ſtones. _ They were alſo dared to fire. In this 
ſituation, one of the. ſoldiers who had received a blow, in 
reſentment fired at the ſuppoſed aggreſſor. This was 
followed by a ſingle dicharge from fix others. Three of 
the inhabitants were killed, and five were dangerouſly 
wounded. The town was immediately in commotion- 
Such was the temper, force,and number of the inhabitagts, 
that, nothing, but an engagement to remove the troops 
out of the town; together with the advice of moderate 
men, prevented the townſmen from falling on the ſoldiers. 


The killed were buried in one vault, and in a moſt . len 
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ful, manner to expreſs the indignation of the inhabitants 


amang them, in violation of their civil libertics. * Preſ- 
on the captain who commanded the parry, which fired 
on the inhabitants were committed to jail, and afterwards 
o Nied. The captain, and fix of the men, were acquitted. 
wo were brought in guilty of man-flaughter. Ir ap- 
zared on the trial, that the ſoldiers were abuſed, inſulted, 
d reatened, and pelted, before they fired. It was alſo 
he proved, that only ſeven guns were fired by the eight pri- 
oners. Theſe circumſtances induced the jury to make a 
favourable verdict. The reſult of the trial reflected great 


's onour on John Adams, and Joſiah Quincy, the council 
on Nor the priſoners, and alſo on the integrity of the jury, 
| ho ventured to give an upright verdict, in defiance of po- 
ju- pular opinions, 


de- The events of this tragical right, ſunk deep in the 
ninds of the people, and were made ſubſervient to.im- 
ortant purpoſes. The anniverſary of it was obſerved with 
reat ſolemnity. Eloquent orators, were ſucceffively em- 
loyed to deliver an annual oration, to preſerve the re- 
emberance of it freſh ia their minds. On theſe oc» 


angers of a ſtanding army---the rights of the colonies, 


ew, under their moſt pleaſing and alarming forms, 
heſe annual orations adminiſtered fuel to the fire of li- 
ity, and kept it burning, with an inceſſant flame. 
The obſtacles to returning harmony, which have alrea- 
been mentioned, were increaſed, by making the go- 
mor and judges in Maſſachuſetts, independent of the 
ovince, Formerly, they had been paid by yearly grants 
om the aſſembly, but about this time proviſion was made 
r paying their ſalaries by the crown. This was reſent- 
I a dangerous innovation, as an infraction of their 
arter, and as deſtroying that balance of power, which 
eſſential to free governments. That the crown ſhould 
If the ſalary of the chief juſtice, was repreſented by the 
embly, as a ſpecies of bribery, tending to bias his ju- 
al determinations. Las made it che foundation for 
a 


at the laughter of their brethren, by ſoldiers quartered - 


alons the bleſſings of liberty--the horrors of fla very the 


nd a variety of ſuch topics were preſented to the public ' 
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worked up, in the year 1 773, to à high pitch, by a ſingy 


| Jan. 29, 
1774. 
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impeaching Mr. Juſtice Oliver, before the gayernor, bu 
he excepted to their proceedings, as. ynconſtitutiona|, 
The afſembly, nevertheleſs, gained two points. They rer. 
dered the governor. more odious to the inhabitants, a 
increaſed the public reſpect for themſelves, as the coun- 
terpart of the Britiſh houſe of commonz, and as guar 
dians of the rigbts of the people. 

A perſonal animofity, between Lieut, Governor Hu: 
chinſon, and ſome diſtinguiſhed patriots, in Maſſachuſeii 
contributed to perpetuate a flame of diſcontent in thx 
province, after it had elſewhere viſibly abated. This vn 


lar combination of circumſtances. Some letters had bee 
written, in the courſe of the diſpute, by governor Hotch- 
inſon, lieut. governor Oliver, and others, in Boſton, 
to perſons in power and office, in England, which con 
tained a very unfavorable repreſentation, of the ſtate 0 
public affairs, and tended. to ſhew the neceſſity of coer 
cive meaſures, and of changing the. chartered ſyſtem al 
government, to ſecure the obedience of the provinc 
Theſe letters fell into the hands of Dr. Franklin, agent 
the province, who tranſmitted them to Boſton, The is 
di nation and ariimoſity, which was excited on the n 
eeipt of them, knew no bounds. The houſe of aſſen 
bly agreed on a petition and remonſtrance to his Maj 
ty, in which they charged their governor and lieut. gorge 
nor with being betrayers of their truſts, and of the pe 
ple they governed, and of giving private, partial, and fal 
information. They alſo declared them enemies to t 
colonies, and prayed for juſtice againſt them, and i 
their ſpeedy removal from their Places. Theſe. charg 
were carried through by a majority of 82 to 12. 
This petition and remonſtrance being tranſmitted | 
England, the merits of it were diſcuſſed before bis M 
Joſty' s privy council. After an bearing before that boan 
in which Dr. Franklin repreſented the province of V 
ſachuſetts, the governor and lieut. governor were # 
quitted. Mr. Wedderburne, who defended the accul 
royal ſervants, in the courſe of his pleadings, inveigh 
againſt Dr, Franklin, in the ſevereſt language, as the 
menter of the diſputes between the two countrics. 


AMERICAN -REVOLU,TFON. 


was no protection to. this yenerable ſage, that being, the 
agent of Maſlachuſctts, he conceived it his duty to inform 
his conſtituents, of letters, written on public affairs, cal- 
culated to overturn. their chartered conſtitution. The 
age, reſpeRability, and high literary character of the ſub- 
jet of Mr, Wedderburne's philippic, turned the attention 
of the public, on the tranſaction. The inſult offered ta 
one of their, public agents, and eſpecially to one, who was 
both the idol and ornament of his native country, ſunk 
deep in the minds af the Americans. That a, faithful 
ſervant, whom they loved, and almoſt adored, ſhould be 
inſulted, for, diſcharging his official duty, rankled in theic 
hearts. Dr. Franklin was alſo immediately diſmiſſed 
from the office of deputy poſtmaſter general, which be 
held under the crown, It was not only by his tranſ⸗- 
miſſion of theſe letters, that he bad given offence to the 
Britiſh miniſtry, hut by his popular writings, in favor of 
America, Two pieces of his, in particular, had lately 
attracted à large ſhare of public attention, and had an 
extenſive influence on both ſides of the Atlantic. The 
one purported to be an edict from the King of Pruſſia, 
for taxing the inhabitants of Great-Britaio, as deſcen- 
dants of emigrants from his dominions. The other was 
entitled, Rules for reducing a great empire to a ſmall 
one.” In both of which he had expoſed the claims of 
the Mother Country, and the proceedings of the Britiſh 
miniſtry, with the ſeverity of poignant ſatire. 

For ten years, there had now been but little inter- 
million to the diſputes between Great-Britain and her co- 
lonies. Their reſpective claims had never been compro- 
miſed on middle ground. The calm which followed 
the repeal of the ſtamp act, was in a few months diſturbed, 
by the revenue act of the year 1767. The tranquility 
which followed the repeal cf five ſixths of that act in the 
year 1770, was nothing more than a truce, The reſer- 
vation of the duty on tea, made as an avowed evidence of 
the claims of Great-Britain to tax her colonies, kept alive 
the jealouſy of the coloniſts, while at the ſame time the 
ſtationing of a ſtanding army in Mafſachuſetts—-the con- 
tinuance of à board of commiſſioners in Boſton - tho 
conſtituting the governors and Judges of that province 

independent 
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jadependent of the people, were conſtant ſources uf ir- 
ritation- The altercations which, at this period, were 
common between the royal governors and the provin- 


cial aſſemblies, together with numerous vindications of 


the claims of America, made the ſubject familiar to the 
coloniſts. The ground of the controverſy was canvaſſed 
in every company. The more the Americans read, rea- 
ſoned, and converſed on the ſubject, the more were they 
convinced of their right to the excluſive diſpoſal of their 
property. This was followed by a determination to re- 
ſiſt all encroachments on that palladium of Britiſh liber- 
ty. They were as ſtrongly convinced of their right to 
Tefaſe and reſiſt parliamentary taxation, as the ruling 
powers of Great-Britain, of their right to Wand and 
enforce their ſubmiſſion to it. 

The claims of the two countries, being thus Ubebochenbh 
oppoſed to each other, the partial calm which followed 
the conceſſion of parliament in 1770, was liable to diſ. 
turbance, from every incideat. Under ſuch circum. 
ſtances, nothing leſs than the moſt guarded conduct on 
both ſides could prevent a renewat of the controverſy, 
Inſtead of following thoſe prudential meaſures which 
would have kept the ground of the diſpute out of fight, 
an impolitic ſcheme was concerted, between the Britiſh 
miniſtry and the Eaſt-India company, which placed the 
claims of Great-Britain and of her colonies in hoſtile Wh 
array againſt each other. 


OO ———————__— It 
CHAPTER, II. & 


Tea is ſent by the Eq India Company to America, and i! 
- refuſed, or defiroyed, by the e Boſton port 
act, &c. 


N the year 1773, commenced a new gerd of the Ame 
rican controverſy. To underſtand :this in its origin, 

it is neceſſary to recur to the period, when the ſolitary 
duty on tea, was excepted from the partial repeal of tbe 
revenue act of 1767. When the duties which had been 


laid on glaſs, paper and painterscolours, were taken off, 1 
| | 0. reſpectabl 
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eſpectable minority in parliament contended, chat the d uty 
n tea ſhould-alſo.be removed. To this it was r , 


That as the Americans denied the legality of taxing them, 
total repeal would be a virtual acquieſcence in their 
aims; and that in order to preſerve the rights of the Mo- 
her Country, it was neceſſary to retain; the preamble, and 
tleaſt one of the taxed articles,” It was anſwered, that a 
jartial repeal would be a ſource of endleſs diſcontent · hat 
ic tax on tea would not defray the expences of collect- 
g it, The motion in favour of a total repeal, was thrown 
ut by a great majority. As the parliament thought fit 
retain the tax on tea for an evidence of their right of 
zxation, the Americans in like manner, to be conſiſtent 
ith themſelves, in, denying that right, diſcontinued the 
nportation of that commodity. While there was no at- 
mpt to introduce tea into the colonies. againſt this de- 
red ſenſe of the inhabitants, theſe oppoſing claims were 
ed Wh no danger of collifion, In that caſe the Mother Coun- 


if- might have ſolaced herſelf, with her ideal rights, and 
n- Wh colonics, with their favorite opinion of a total exemp- 
on en from parliamentary taxes, without diſturbing the 
ly. Noc peace. This mode of  compramifing the diſ- 


ich Wie, which ſeemed at firſt deſigned as a ſalvo for the 
nor and conſiſtency of both parties, was, by the inter- 
rence of the Eaſt-India Company, in combination with 
e Britiſh miniſtry, completely overſet. 

The expected revenue from tea failed, in conſequence 
the American aſſociation to import none, on which a 
ty was charged. This, though partially violated in 
e of the colonies, was well obſerved in others, and par- 
ularly in Pennſylvania, where the duty was never paid - 
more than one cheſt of that commodity, This pro- 
ded as much from the ſpirit of gaip as of patriotiſm. 
ic merchants found means of ſupplying their country- 
n with tea, ſmuggled from countries to which the 9 
ver of Britain did not extend. They doubtleſs con- 
ied rhemſelyes to be ſupporting the rights of their 
atry, by refuſing. to purchaſe tea from Britain, but 
7 alfo reflected that if they could bring the ſame com- 
lity to market, free of duty, their proſe would be 
Pportionably greater. | The 
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be lobe of gain was not peculiar to the America 
merchants. From the diminiſhed exportation to the c 
'J6nfes, the ware-houſes of the Britiſh Eaſt- India con 
pany had in them about ſeventeen millions of pound 
pft tea, for which à market could not readily be procurei 
The miniſtry and Faſt-India company unwilling to loſs 
the due the expected revenue from the ſale of tex i 
*America---the other, their uſual commercial profit 
agreed on a meaſure by which they ſuppoſed both woul 
be ſecured.” | 
The Eaft-India company were by law zuthorized 
Export their tea free of duties to all places whatſoever 
By this regulation, tea, though loaded with an exception 
ble duty, would come cheaper to the colonies, than bd 
Fore it had beeu matle a ſource of revenue: For the dur 
© When taken off it, when exported from Great*Britain, v 
greater than what was to be paid on its importation in 
the colonies. Confident of ſucceſs in finding a mark! 
for their rea, thus reduced in its price, and alſo of cal 
lecting a duty on its importation and ſale in the colonig 
the Eaſt-India company freighted ſeveral ſhips, with te 
for the different colonies, and appointed agents for 
diſpoſal thereof. This meaſure united ſeveral interef 
in oppoſition to its execution. The patriotiſm of ü 
Americans was corroborated by ſeveral auxiliary aid 
no ways connected with the cauſe of liberty. 
The merchants in England were alarmed at the lot 
that muſt 'accrue to themſelves, from the exportations 
the Faſt-Tndia company, and from the ſales going throuf 
the hands of conſignees. Letters were written fro 
| that country, to colonial patriots, urging that oppokiti 
to which they of themſelves were prone. 
The ſmugglers who were both numerous and power! 
could not reliſh a ſcheme which by underſelling then, a 
taking a profitable branch of buſineſs, out of tht 
hands, threatened a dimination of their gains. Thes 
Joniſts were too ſuſpicious of the deſigns of Great. 


tain to be impoſed upon. + | | 

The cry of endangered liberty once more excited 

alarm'from New-Hampſhire to Georgia, 'The or 
| wad pou! 
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do the:execution. of the ſcheme adopted by the 
Eaſt- India company began with the American merchants. 
They ſaw à profitable branch of their trade likely to be 
loſt, and the benefits of it to be transferred: to people in 
Great -Britain- They felt for the wound that would be 
* — on their country's claim of exemption from 
parliamentary taxation, but they felt with equal ſenſibiliry 
for the loſſes they would ſuſtain by the diverſion of the 
ſtreams of commerce, into unuſual channels. Though 
the oppoſition: originated in the ſelfiſhneſs of the mer- 
chants, it did not end there. The, great body of the 
people, fcom principles of the pureſt patriotiſm, were 
brought over to ſecond their wiſhes. They confidered 
the whole ſcheme; as calculated to ſeduce them into 
an acquieſceuce with the views of parliament, for raiſing 
an American revenue. Much pains were taken to en- 
ighten the coloniſts on this ſubject, and to convince. 
hem of the eminent e to which W liberties were 
The orovincial patriots invited "Se on: abe PEPHAN 
ag determination of the parent ſtate to eſtabliſh her 
aim of takatioen, by compelling the ſale of tea in 
he colonies againſt the ſolemn reſolutions and declared 
enſe of the inhabitants, and that at a time when the 
— intercourſe; of the two countries was reaew- 
d, and their ancient harmony faſt returning. The pro- 
joſed venders of the tea were repreſented: as revenue 
flicers, employed in the collection of an unconſtitutional 
ax, impoſed by Great- Britain. The coloniſts reaſoned 
ith themſelves, that as the duty and the price of the 
ommodity were inſeparably blended, if the tea was ſold, 
very purchaſer would pay à tax impoſed by the 
citiſh parliament, as part of the purchaſe money. To 
dviate this evil, and to prevent the liberties of a great 
muntry from being ſacriſi ced by inconſiderate purchaſers, 
adry town meetings were held in the capitals of the 
ferent, provinces; add combinations were formed to 
dtru che ſales of che tea, ſcat by the Eaſt-India com- 
ay £13 ode | t | LG Bd 
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The reſolutions entered into by the inhabitants gf 
Philadelphia, on October the 186ch 1773, afford a good 
ſpecimen of che whole -i theſe were as follows. 
1. That the: diſpoſal of their on property is the in- 
herent right of frermen ; that there can be no proper 
in that which another can, of right, take from us with. 
vut our conſent that the claim of parliament to tax 
Americas f is in other words, a (laim of right to en cons 
e on us at pleaſure. 
2. That the duty impoſed by ament upon te 
r in America, is a tax on the Americans, or levying 
contributions on them without their conſent. 
3. Phat che expreſs purpoſe for which the tax is levied 
on the Americans, -- namely, for the ſupport of govern- 
ment, adminiſtration of juſtice, and defence of his Ma- 
jeſty's dominions in America, has a direct tendency 1 
render aſſemblies uſeleſs; and to dne W g0· 
vermnent and ſlabery. 50 
4. That a virtuous and ſteady e to this mini 
e plan of governing America, is abſolutely neceſſar 
to preſerve even the ſhadow of liberty, and is a duty 
which every freeman in America owes to * my} to 
himſelf, and to his poſterity. 1 
5: That the reſolution lately exceed, into by ha Eaſt 
India company, to fend out their tea to America, ſubjed 
to the payment of duties on its being landed here, is an 
open attempt to enforce this miniſterial plan, and a vio- 
lent attack upon the liberties of America. 
6. That it is the Any ot evey American to oppol: 
this attempt, 4 
7. That whore. ſhall directly or indirectihy, countes 
nance this attempt, or in any wiſe aid or abet in unload: ee 
ing, receiving, or vending the tea ſent, or to be' ſent on 
by the Eaſt- India company, while it remains ſubject o 
the payment of à duty here, is au enemy to his count!) 

8. That a committee be immediately choſen to wait 
on thoſe gentlemen, ho, it is reported, are appoint, « 
by the Eaſt-India company, to receive and ſell faid te 
and requeſt them, from a regard to their own character 


and 
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— g6od order of !the Hliyian® proviece; 
immediately to reſigu thei appoimmene, 979 “ 
As the time àppronched when the arrival of the ten 


1 ſeemed moſt likely to prevent the landinglof tbeir c 
goes. The tek eonſignees, appoſnted by the Eaſt- Indian 
ompany, were iu ſevevat places eompe led te retinquith 
their appointments; unn others vou be found hardy 
nough to act in their ſteud. he pilots in the river 
Delaware, were wartit#'not! to condactuny of the tea 
<ips into their Marbert In New- Tork; popular vet 
geance was denounced againſt all who would contribute, 
a any meaſars;"t6 forwird theviews' ofthe Zaſt- India 
r. W-ompany,' Tue edptaing of the New-York and Phila- 
elphia ſhips, being apprized of tlie reſolvrion” of the 
ople, and fearing! the conſequences of trading a em. 
odity, charged with un odious duty inv ef their 
P ecclared public ſentiments, ebneludd td return directly 
1 Wo Great-Britainy without making anytentty at the euft 
ſan om houſe. Nh rohan tei Ans Sen Sr eee 
dun te was otherwiſe in Maffachuſetts? THestea fps de- 
oed for che ſupplyef Boſton, wite cbnſiguec torte 

ons, couſins and particular friends; of governor Hutten 
Eat. fon. When they were called upon to reſigu, they 
Wen nnſwered, ** That it was out of their power.“ PHE 
is 1" WFolletor refuſed to give clearance, unleſs the veſſels were 
10 iccharged of dutiabte articles.” The gorer bor refüſed 

o give a paſs for the veſſels, anteſs Properly qualiß sd 
pole om the cuſt6ih=houſei © The governor Wewiſe requeſt- 
d Admiral Montague to guard the paffuges out of the 
arbour, and gave orders to ſufſer no veſſels, cbaſters 
rcepted, to paſs" the fortreſs from the town; without a 
aſs ſigned by himſelf. From a combination of theft 


ect w ircumſtances, the return of the tea veſſegs from Bofton, 
2 rendered impoſible. The iuhabſtänts then, had no 
* ption, but to prevent the landing of che ted or 
12 ſuffer it to be landed, and depend on the ubshidity 
| | 


f the people not to purchaſe it; or to deſtroy the ten, 
to ſuffer a deep laid ſeheme agafꝶſt flrelF ſacred hers 
esto take effect. The firſt would hade required in- 
ceſſant 


ſkips might de ſoon expected, ſuch menfures were adopted 
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. conſtitutional tnx, and as ſuſeparably aſſociated with it, 


the water.. ober: 


would not dare to perfect their engagements, and flats 
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ceſſant watching hy night, as well as by day, for a period 
of time, the duration of which none could compute. 
The ſecond would have been viſonary to childiſhneſt, 
by ſuſpending the liberties of a growing country, on the 
ſelf denial and diſcretion af every tea drinker in the 
province, Tbey viewed the tea as the vehicle of an un- 


To avoid the obe, they reſolved to deſtroy the other 
About ſeventeen perſons; dreſſed as Indians, repaired to 
the tea ſhips, broke open 342 cheſts. of tea, and without 
doing any Aye et, nee their denten into 


Thus by 0 ibflexibility of the governor, the ile 
ot this buſineſs was different, at Boſton, from what 
it; was clſewbere;; The whole cargoes of tea were re. 
turned from New-York and Philadelphia. That which ws 
ſent to Charleſton was landed and ſtored, but not offered 
for ſale. Mr. Hutchinſon had repeatedly urged govern: 
ment, at home, to be frm and -perſeverivg, he'could not 
therefore confiſtent' with his honour depart from & line 
of conduct, he had ſo often and ſor ſtrongly recommended 
to his ſuperiors. He alſo believed that the inhabitants 


tered bimſelf that e _ PO hes the critical 
0 arrived. 

Admting the. reitgde of Geng Wwe Anime of 
exemption, from parliamentary taxation, the deſtruction 
of the tea by the Boſtonians; was warranted. by the great 
law of ſelf preſer vation, for it was not poſſible for them 
by any. other means, within the compaſsof. probability, u 
diſcharge the duty they owed to their country, 
The event of this buſineſs was very different from wit 
bad been expected ip England. The coloniſts acted with {en 
fa. much unon end ſyſtem, that there was not a ſinge th 
cheſt of any of che cargoes ſent om by the Eaſt-Lodi Witt 
company. on this occaſion, ſold for their benefit. rt 
_ latelligence of theſe proceedings was, on the 7th Met 
March 1774, cammunicated, in a meſſage from treat 
throne, to both houſes of parliament. In this comme 


Mee the conduct. of the cglopiſts ve > nd” ] 
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not only obſtructing the commerce of Great - Britain. but 
1 ſubverſive of its conſtitution- The meſſage was ac- 
companied with a number of papers, containing copicy 
and extracts af letters, from the ſeveral royal governors 
and others, from which it appeared that the oppoſition 
o the ſale of the tea was not peculiar to Maſſachuſetts, 
dut common to all the colonies. Theſe papers were ac- 
ompanied with accounts ſetting forth, that nothing ſhort 
ff parliamentary interference was capable of re-cſtabliſh- 
ng order among the turbulent coloniſts, and that there · 
ore deciſive meaſures ſhould be immediately adopted for 
ecuring the "dependence of the colonies. If the righe 
ff levying taxes on the Americans was veſted in the pa- 
ent ſtate, theſe inferences were well founded; but if it 
vas not, their conduct in reſiſting an invaſion of their 
ights was juſtified, not only by many examples in the 
ſtory of Britain, hut by the ſpirit of the conſtitution of 
at country which they were oppoſing. | | 
not WF By the deſtruction of the tea, the people of Boſton had 
ine Wncurred the ſantivn of penal laws. Thoſe in Great- 
del Writain who wiſhed for an opportunity to take vengeance 
ants n that town, commonly ſuppoſed by them to be the 
las Nother of ſedition and rebellion, rejoiced that her inha- 
ical Mitants had laid themſelves open to caſtigatiog. 
It was well known that the throwing of the tea into 
s of Wc river, did not originate with the perſons who were 
tion We immediate inſtruments of that act of violence. That 
reu e whole had been concerted at a public meeting, and 
dem Was, in a qualified ſenſe, the act of the town. The uni- 
„ u erſal indignation which in Grear-Bricain was excited 
painſt the people of Boſton, pointed: out to the miniſtry 
hahe ſuicableneſy of the preſent moment for humbling 
wid Þcm. Though the aſtenſible ground of complaint was 
inge thing more than a treſpaſs on private property, com- 
adi ined by private perſons, yet it was well known to be 
rt of a lang digeſted plan of reſiſtance to parliamentary 
th ration. Every meaſure that might be purſued on the 
; theWccafion ſeemed to be big with the fate of the empire. 
nme proceed in the uſual forms of law, appeared to the 
cd ler in Great-Britain to be a departure from their 
on n dignity. 
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which ſtated the impoſſibility of carrying on a future 


could ariſe from coercion, unleſs the minds of the Ame- 


ricans, without a —— into the provoking cauſes 


on the obſtruction given to conimerce, by the turbulent 
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dignity. It was urged by the miniſtry that parliament, 
and parliament only, was capable of re- eſtabliſhing tran» 
quility among theſe turbulent people, and of bringing 
order out of confuſion. To ſtifle all oppoſition from the 
merchants, the public papers were filled with writings 


trade to America, if this flagrant wa on commerce 
ſnould go unpuniſhed. PL YPOTIE of 
It was iq vain urged by the minority that no good 


ricans were made eaſy on the ſubje of taxation- Equally 
vain was a motion for a retroſpect into the conduct of 
the miniſtry, which had provoked their reſiſtance. 

; The parliament diſcovered an averſon from looking 
back to the original ground of the diſpute, and covfined 
themſelves ſolely to the late miſbebaviour of the Ame 


thereof. 

The ricdencouf * — in deftroying an arti 
ele-of commerce, was largely inſiſted upon, without any 
indulgence for the jealous ſpirit of liberty, in the deſcen- 
dants of Engliſhmen. The connexion between the te 
and the unconſtitutional duty impoſed thereon, was over: 
looked, and the public mind of Great-Britain fole]yfixe 


coloniſts. The ſpirit raiſed againſt; the Americans be. 
came as high, and as ſtrong, as their moſt inveterate ene- 
mies could de fire This was not confined to the com- 
mon people, but took poſſeſſion of legiſlators, u hoHH © 
unclouded minds ought tb be exalted above the miſts oF © 
prejudice ur partiality. Such, when they conſult of 
public:affairs, ſhould: be free from the impulſes of paſſion 
for it rarely happens that reſolutions adopted in 2 
ger, are founded in wiſdom. The parliament in Gren 
Britain, tranſported with indignation againſt the peop# 
of Boſton, in à fit of rage reſolved to * legiſlat 
vengeance, on that devoted town. 
Diſregarding the forms of her own non dicerico? * 
which none are to be condemned unheard; or puniſh 
EN a trial, à bill was finally paſſed, ** 1 7th con” 1 


aft 
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iter it was firſt moved for, by which the port of Boſton 
as virtually blocked up, for it was legally precluded 
from the privilege of landing and diſcharging, or of lad - 
ag and ſhipping of goods, wares. and. merchandiſe. 
The miniſter who propoſed this meaſure, | ſtated in ſup- 
port of it, that the oppoſition to the authority of par- 
jament, had always originated in that colony, and had 
ways been inſtigated by the ſeditious proceedings of the 
own of Boſton: that it was therefore neceſſary to make 
a example of that town, which by au unparalleled, out» 
age had violated the freedom of commerce; that Great- 
rritain would be wanting in the protection ſhe owed to 
er peaceable ſubjects, if ſhe did not puniſh ſuch an 
ſult, in an exemplary manner, He therefore propoſed, 
hat the town of Boſton ſhould be obliged to pay for the 
a which had been deſtroyed. He was farther of opi- 
ion, that making à pecuniary ſatisfaction for the in- 
ry committed, would not alone be ſufficient, but that 
addition thereto, ſecurity muſt be given in future, that 
ade may be ſafely carried on- property protedted- 
ws obeyed--and duties paid. Ile urged, therefore that 
would be proper to take away from Boſton the privi- 
ge of a port, until his Majeſty ſhould be ſatisfied in 
ce particulars, and publicly declare in council, on a 
roper certificate, of the good behaviour of the town, that 
be vas ſo ſatisfied. Until this ſhould happen he pro- 
pſed that the cuſtom houſe officers ſhould be removed 
Salem The miniſter hoped that this act would exe- 
te itſelf, or at moſt, that a few frigates would ſecure 


1; off <x<cution. - He alſo hoped, that the proſpect of ad- 
al 2t2ge to the town of Salem, from its being made the 


at of the cuſtom houſe, and from the occluſion of the 
rt of Boſton, would detach them from the intereſt of 
e latter, and diſpoſe them to ſupport a meaſure, from 
uch they : had ſo much to expect. It as alſo preſumed 
t the other colonies would leave Boſton to ſuffer the 
niſhment due to her demerits-. The abettors of par- 
mentary, ſupremacy flattered themſelves chat this decid- 
conduct of Great«Britain would, forever, extinguiſh all 
poſition from the refractory coloniſts to the claims of 

the 
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received entitled the former to reparation, the latter ha 


than that of municipal law. The people of Boſton il 


Americans conceived the caſe to be intimately connectes 
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the Mother Country; and the apparent equity of obliging4 
delinquenttownto make reparation for an injury occaſioned 
by the factious ſpirit of its inhabitants, ſilenced many df 
the friends of America. The conſequences reſulting 
from this meaſure, were the reverſe of what were wiſh! 
for by the firft, and dreaded by the laſt. 

By the operation of the Boſton /port aQ, the preceding 
fituation of its inhabitants, and that of the Eaſt-Indi 
company was reverſed. The former had more reaſon u 
complain of the diſproportionate penalty to which they 
were indiſcriminately ſubjeted, than the latter of tha 
outrage on their property, for which puniſhment ha 
been inflicted. Hitherto the Eaſt-India company wer 
the injured party, but from the paſſing of this act, the 
balance of injury was on the oppoſite fide, If wrong 


a much ſtronger title on the ſame ground. For the 20 
of ſeventeen or eightcen individuals, twice as many thou- 
ſands were involved in one general calamity. 

Both parties viewed the caſe on a much larger cal 


ledged, in vindication of their conduct, that the ta 
was a weapon aimed at their liberties, aud that the ſam 
principles of ſelf preſervation which juſtify the breaking 
of the afſaffins ſword uplifted for deſtruction, equally av 
thoriſed the deſtruction of that tea which was the vehi 
cle of an unconſtitutional tax ſubverſive of their libertia, 
The parliament of Great-Britain conſidered the act 
the people of Boſton, in deſtroying the tea, as an opa 
defiance of that country. The demerit of the action 
an 'offence againſt property, was loſt, in the ſuppoſed ſi 
perior demerit of treaſonable intention to emancip: 
themſelves from à ſtate of colonial dependence. 1 


with their liberties z the inhabitants of Great-Bcitum®" 
with their ſupremacy, the former conſidered it 3 
duty they owed their country, to make a common caull 
with the people of Boſton, the latter thought therſclnt 
under equal obligations to ſupport the privileges of | 


liament: 
| | 
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On the third reading of the Boſton port bill, a peti- 
jan was preſented by the lord mayor, in the name of 
-veral natives and inhabitants of North-America, then 
eſiding in London. It was drawn with great force of 
ang uage, and ſtated that“ the proceedings of parlia- 
ent againſt Boſton were repugnant to every principle 
pf law and juſtice, and eſtabliſhed a precedent by which 
zo man in America could enjoy a moment's ſecurity.” 
The friends of parliamentary ſupremacy. had long re- 
zretted the democratic conſtitutions of the provinces as 
dverſe to their ſchemes. They ſaw with concern the 
teady oppoſition that was given to their meaſures by the 
Cmerican legiſlatures. Theſe conſtitutions were planned 
hen Great-Britain neither feared nor cared for her co- 
pnies, Not ſuſpecting that ſhe was laying the founda- 
jon of future ſtates, ſhe granted charters that gave to 
he people ſo much of the powers of government as ena- 
led them to make not only a formidable, but a regular, 
onſtitutional, oppoſition, to the country from which they 
prung. 

Long had her rulers wiſhed for an opportunity to re- 
oke theſe charters, and to new model theſe governments. 
he preſent moment ſeemed favourable to this deſign. 
he temper of the nation was high, and the reſentment 
painſt the province of Maſſachuſetts general and violent. 
he late outrages in Boſton furniſhed a tolerable pre- 
nce for the attempt. An act of the Britiſh parliament 
eedily followed the one for ſhutting up the port of 
oſton, entitled, an act for the better regulating the go- 
rament of Maſſachuſetts. The object of this was to 
ter the charter of the province in the following par- 
culars: The council or ſecond branch of the legiſla- 
Ire heretofore elected by the general court, was to be 
om the firſt of Auguſt 1774, appointed by the crown. 
he royal governor was alſo by the ſame act, inveſted 
ich the power of appointing and removing all judges of 
© inferior courts of common pleas---commiſſioners of 
er and terminer the attorney general provoſt mar- 
—juſtices—ſheriffs, &c. The town meetings which 

re ſauctioned by the charter, were e with a few excep- 

O tions 
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of the governor or lieutenant governor in writing, ex- 


rymen which had been before elected by the freeholden 
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tions expreſsly forbidden to be held, without the leave 


preſſing the ſpecial buſineſs of ſaid meeting, firſt had aud 
obtained; and with a farther reſtriftion, that no matter 
ſhould be treated of at theſe meetings, excepting the elec- 
tion of public officers, and the buſineſs exprefled in the 
leave given by the governor or lieutenant governor. Jy. 


and inhabitants of the ſeveral towns, were to be, by thi 
new act, all ſuminoned and returned, by the ſheriffs of the 
reſpective counties. The whole executive government 
was taken out of the hands of the people, and the no- 
miaation of all important officers veſted in the king or 
his governor. 

This act excited a greater alarm than the port ad. 
The one effected only the metropolis, the other the whole 
province. The one had the appearance of being me- 
rited, as it was well known that an act of violence had 
been committed by its inhabitants, under the ſanction of 
a town meeting; but the other had no ſtronger juſtifying WF”! 
reaſon than that the propoſed alterations were, in the 
opinion of the parliament, become abſolutely neceſſary, in 
order to the preſervation of the peace and good order of 
the ſaid province. In ſupport of this bill, the miniſtet 
who brought it in alledged, that an executive power vn 
wanting in the country. The very people, ſaid he, who 
commit the riots are the poſſe comitatus in which tee 
force of the civil power confiſts. He farther urged tht 
futility of making laws, the execution of which, undap"i 
the preſent form of government in Maſſachuſetts, migh 
be ſo eaſily evaded, and therefore contended for a nec 
fity to alter the whole frame of their conſtitution, as 
as related to its executive and judicial powers. In oppo 
ſition it was urged, that the taking away the civil conſt 
tution of a whole people, ſecured by a ſolemn chartp"o' 
upon geheral charges of delinquencies and defects, wa WF 
ſtretch of power of the moſt arbitrary and. dangeroi f tr 
Nature. 

By the Engliſh conſtitution charters were ſacred, a 
only revokable by a due courſe of law, and on a conn 
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tion of miſcondudt. They were ſolemn compacts be- 


tween the prince and the people, and without the conſti- 
tutional power of either party. The abettors of the Bris 
tiſh ſchemes reaſoned in a ſummary way. Said they, 
© the colonies, particularly Maſſachuſetts, by their eircu- 
lar letters; aſſociations and town meetings, have for years 
paſt thwarted all the meaſures of goverament, and are 
meditating independency. This turbulent ſpirit of theirs 
is foſtered by their conſtitution, which inveſts them with 
too much power to be conſiſtent with their ſtare of ſub- 
ordination, Let us therefore lay the axe at the root--+ 
new model their charter, and lop off thas me 
which they have abuſed.“ 

When che human mind is agitated with 3 it rare - 
ly diſcerus its own intereſt, and but faintly foreſees conſe» 
quences. Had the parliament ſtopped ſhort with the 
Boſton port act, the motives to union and to make a 
common cauſe with that metropolis, would have been 
feeble, perhaps ineffectual to have rouſed the other pro- 
vinces; but the arbitrary mutilation of the important pri- 
vileges contained in a folemn charter, without a trial--- 
without a hearing, by the will of parliament, convinced 
he moſt moderate that the cauſe of Maſſachuſetts was the 
cauſe of all the provinces. | 

It readily occurred to thoſe who guided the helm of 

reat- Britain, that riots would probably take place, in at- 
empting the execution of the acts juſt mentioned. They 
ilſo diſcerned that ſuch was the temper of the people, that 
rials for murders committed in ſuppreſſing riots, if held 
n Maſſachuſetts, would ſeldom terminate in favour of 
he parties, who were engaged on the fide of government. 
Lo make their ſyſtem: compleat, it was neceſſary to go one 
ep farther, and to ſcreen their active friends from the 

pprebended partiality of ſuch trials. It was therefore 

rovided by law, that if any perſon was indicted for mum 
ler, or for any capital offence committed in aiding ma- 
ziltracy, that the governor might ſend the perſon ſo in- | 
Iicted to another colony, or to Great-Britain to be tried. 
his law was the ſubject of ſevere comments It was 

onfidered as an act of indemnity to thoſe who ſhould 
embrue 
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Britain, would, in that country, acquit a murderer as à pi. 


| you act alone. 
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embrue their hands in the blood of their fellow citizens, 
It was aſked how the relations of a murdered man could 
effeCtually proſecute, if they muſt go three thouſand miles 
to attend that buſineſs. It was contended that the act by 
ſtopping the uſual courſe of juſtice, would probably gixt 
riſe to aſſaſſinations and dark revenge among individuals, 
and encourage all kinds of lawleſs violence. The charge 
of partiality was retorted. For ſaid they, If a party 
ſpirit againſt the authority of Great-Britain would con- 
demn an active officer in Maſſachuſetts as a murderer, the 
ſame party ſpirit for ' preſerving the authority of Great 


rited performer of his duty. The caſe of captain Preſton 
was alſo quoted as a proof of the n adminiſtration 
of juſtice in Maſſachuſetts, 

The ſame Natives of America who had petitioned . 
gainſt the Boſton port bill, preſented a ſecond one again 
theſe two bills. With uncommon energy of language, 
they pointed out many conſtitutional objections againſt 
them, and concluded with fervently beſeeching, that the 
parliament would not, by paſſing them, reduce their coun- 
trymen to an abject ſtate of miſery and humiliation, or 
drive them to the laſt reſource-of deſpair.“ The lords of 
the minority entercd alſo a prom again the paſſing ot 
each of theſe bills. 

It was fortunate for the ds of Boſton, and thole 
who wiſhed to promote a combination of the colonies 2. 
gainſt Great-Britain, that theſe three ſeveral taws paſſed 
nearly at the ſame time. They were preſented in quick 
progreſſion, either in the form of bills or of acts, to tht 
conſideration of the inflamed Americans, and produced 
effects on their minds, infinitely greater than could ha 
been expected from cither, eſpecially from the Boſto ep 


When the fire of indignation, excited by the firſt, wa 
waned; intelligence of theſe other acts, operated lik 
fuel, and made it flame out with increafing vehemecnc 
The three laws were conſidered as forming a. complet 
ſyſtem of tyravoy, from the operation of which, there v 


no chance of making a peaceable eſcape. , 
« I 
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By the firſt,” faid they, i the property of unoffend · 
ing thouſands is arbitrarily taken away; for the act of a 
few individuals; by the ſecond our chartered liberties 
are anuihilated; and by the third, our lives may be de- 
ſtroyed with impunity. Property, liberty, and life, are all 
lacrificed on the altar of miniſterial vengeance.” This 
mode of reaſoning was not peculiar to Maſſachuſetts. 
Theſe three acts of parliament, contrary to the expecta- 
tion of thoſe who planned them, became a cement of a 
firm union among the colonics, from New-Hampſhire to 
Georgia. They now opeoly ſaid, © our charters and 
other rights and immunities muſt depend on the pleaſure 
of parliament.” They were ſenſible that they had all 
concurred, more or leſs, in the fame line of oppoſition 
vhich had provoked theſe ſevere ftatutes againſt Maſſa - 
huſetts; and they believed that vengeance, though de- 
ayed, was not remitted, and that the only favour the leaſt 
ulpable could expect, was to be the laſt that would be 
levoured. The friends of the colonies contended, that 
heſe laws were in direct contradiction to the letter, aud the 
pirit of the Britiſh conſtitution. Their oppoſers could 
upport them on no ſtronger grounds than thoſe of politi- 
al neceflity and expedience. They acknowledged them 
o be contrary to the eſtablithed mode of proceeding, but 
lefended them as tending ultimately to preſerve the con- 
tirution, from the meditated independency of the colonies. 
Such was the temper of the people in England, that 
he acts hitherto paſſed were popular. A general opi- 
ion had gone forth in the Mother Country, that the 
cople of Maſſachuſfſgrts, by their violent oppoſition to 
overnment, had drawn on themſelves merited correction. 
The parliament did not ſtop here, but proceeded one 
ep farther, which inflamed their enemies in America; and 
dſt them friends in Great-Bricain, The general clamot 
the provinces was, that the proceedings in the parlia- 
dent were arbitrary, and unconſtitutional. , Before they 
dmpleted their memorable ſeſſion in the beginning of the 
ar 1774, they paſſed an act reſpecting the government 
Quebec, which in the opinion of their friends merited 
eſe appellations. By this act the government of that 
| province 
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council, for all the affairs of the province, except taxatior, 


clergy of the Roman Catholic religion, gave great offenc 
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province was made to extend ſouthward to the Ohio, and 
weſtward to the banks of the Miſſiſippi, and northward, 
to the boundary of the Hudſon's Bay company. The 
principal objects of the act were to form a legiſlative 


which council ſhould be appointed by the crown; the 
office to be held during pleaſure, and his Majeſty's Ro- 
man Catholic ſubjects to be entitled to a place therein 
to eſtabliſh the French laws, and à trial without jury, in 
civil caſes, and the Engliſh laws, with a trial by jury, in 
criminal---to ſecure to the Roman Catholic clergy, ex 
cept the regulars, the legal enjoyment of their eſtates, and 
their tythes, from all who were of their own religion, 
Not only the ſpirit but the letter of this act were ſo con- 
trary to the Engliſh conſtitution, that it diminiſhed the 
popularity of the meaſures which had been formed + 
gainſt the Americans. 

Among the more ſouthern coloniſts, it was conceived 
that its evident object was to make the inhabitants of Cx 
nada fit inſtruments, in the hands of power, to reduce 
them to a ſtate of ſlavery. | 

They well remembered the embarrafiments occaſioned 
to them in the late war between France and England, by 
the'French inhabitants of Canada---they ſuppoſed tha 
the Britiſh adminiſtration meant, at this time, to uſe theſe 
people in the ſame line of attack, for their ſubjugation 
As Great- Britain had new modelled the chartered goveri- 
ment of Maſlachuſetts, and claimed an authority ſo todo 
in every province, the coloniſts were apprehenſive, tha 
in the plenitude of her power, ſhe would impoſe on each 
of them, in their turns, a conſticution fimilar to what ſhe 
had projected, for the province of Canada. 
They foreſaw, or thought they foreſaw, the annihilation 
of their ancient aſſemblies, and their whole legiſlative bu 
ſineſs transferred to creatures of the crown, The legi 
parliamentary right to a maintenance conferred on th 


to many in England, but the political conſequences cu 
peed to reſult from it, were moſt OE the colo 
o my An 
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nd They viewed the whole act as an evidence that hoſtili- 


d, jes were intended againſt them, and that part of it which 
he eſpected religion, as calculated to make Roman Catho- 
Ive icks ſubſervient to the purpoſes of military coercion, 


In, The ſeſſion of parliament which paſſed theſe memo- 


the able acts, had ſtretched far into Tummer. As it drew 


0 · Near a clofe, the moſt ſanguine expectations were indulged, 


* hat from the reſolution and great unanimity of parlia- 
„in nent on all American queſtions, the ſubmiſſion of the 
in olonies would be immediate, and their future obedience 
and tranquility effectually ſecured. The triumphs and 
ongratulations ofthe friends of the miniſtry, were unuſu- 
ally great. | 
In paſſing the acts which have been juſt mentioned, 
liſſentients in favour of America, were unuſually few. 
he miniſterial majority, believing that the refractory co- 
loniſts depended chiefly on the countenance of their Eng- 
iſh abettors, were of opinion, that as ſoon as they receiv- 
d intelligence of the decreaſe of their friends, and of 
Juce he decifive conduct of parliament, they would acquieſce 
n the will of Great-Britain---the fame and grandeur of 
he nation was ſuch, that it was never imagined they 
rould ſeriouſly dare to contend with ſo formidable a 
deople. The late triumphs of Great-Britain had made 
uch an impreſſion on her rulers, that they believed the 
\mericans, on ſeeing the ancient ſpirit of the nation re- 
ern. ire, would not riſque a trial of proweſs with thoſe fleets 
0 co ad armies, which the combined force of France and Spain, 
rere unable to reſiſt. By an impious confidence in their 
uperior ſtrength, they precipitated che nation into raſh 
neaſures, from the dire effects of which, the world may 
learn a uſeful leſſon. 


atiot 
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the 
* "roceedings of the Coloniet in 1774, in conſequence of the 
5 el Bofton Port Ad, viz. 


HE winter which followed the deſtruction of the 
tea in Boſton, was an anxious one to thoſe of the 
The coloniſts 
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called forth the pens of the ingenious, and in ſome. in- 


obvious, that in their coercion a precedent, injurious u 
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coloniſts who were given to reflection. Many conjecture: 
were formed about the line of conduct, Great-Britaiq 
would probably adopt, for the ſupport of her dignity, 
The fears of the- moſt timid were more than realized by 
the news of the Boſton port bill. This arrived on the 
oth. of May, and its operation was to commence the 
firſt of the next month. Various town meetings were called 
to deliberate on the ſtate of public affairs. On the 13th 
of May, the town of Boſton paſſed the following vote. 
© That it is the opinion of this tqwn, that if the 
other colonies come into a joint reſolution to ſtop all im- 
portation from Great-Britain and the Weſt-Indies, til 
the act for blocking up this harbour be repealed, the ſame 
will prove the ſalvation of North-America, and her li- 
berties. On the other hand if they continue their ex- 
ports and imports, there is high reaſon to fear that 
fraud, power, and the moſt odious oppreſſion, will riſe 
triumphant over juſtice, right, ſocial happineſs, and free- 
dom. And moreover that this vote, be tranſmitted by 
the moderator, to all our ſiſter colonies, in the name and 
behalf of this town.” 
Copies of this vote were tranſmitted to each of the 
colonies. 'The oppoſition to Great-Britain, bad hitherto 


ſtances impoſed the ſelf denial of non-importation 2. 
greements,: but the bulk of the people, had little to do 
with the diſpute. The ſpirited conduct of the people of 
Boſton, in deſtroying the tea, and the alarming prece- 
dents ſet by Great-Britain, in conſequence thereof, 
brought ſubjects into diſcuſſion, with which every pe 
fant and day labourer was concerned. 

The patriots who had hitherto guided the helm, knev 
well, that if the other colonies did not ſupport the peo- 
ple of Boſton, they muſt be cruſhed, and it was equal! 


liberty, would be eſtabliſhed. . It was therefore the in- 
tereſt of Boſton to draw in the other colonies. It vu 
alſo the intereſt of the patriots in all the colonies, ! 
bring over the bulk of the people, to adopt ſuch effici. 
ent meaſures as were likely to extricate the inhabitants d 

' Boſton, 
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Haſton from the unhappy ſituation in which they were 
darolved. To effect theſe purpoſes much prudence as 
rell as patriotiſm. was neceſſary. The other provinces 
ere but remotely affected by the fate of Maſſachuſetts. 
They were happy, and had no cauſe, on their own, account, 
o oppoſe the government of Greut- Britain. That a peo- 
ple ſo circumſtanced, ſhould take part with'a diſtreſſed 
neighbour, at the riſque of incurring the reſentment of 
the, Mother Country, did not accord with the ſelfiſh 
maxims by which ſtates, as well as individuals, are ufu- 
ally governed. The ruled are, for the moſt part, prone to 
ſuffer as long as evils are tolerable, and in general they muſt 
feel before they are rouſed to contend wich their oppreſs- 
"rs 3 but the Americans ated on a tontrary principle. 

They commenced an oppoſition to Great-Britain, and 
ltimately engaged in à defenſive war, on ſpeculation. 
bat hey were. not ſo much moved by. oppreſſion actually 
ie felt, as by a conviction that a foundation was laid, and 2 
er · recedent about to be eſtabliſhed for future oppreſſions. 
ro convince the bulk of the people, that they had an 
and Nfatereſt in foregoing a preſent good, and ſubmitting to a 
preſent evil, in order to obtain a future greater good, and 
0. avid a future greater evil, was the taſk aſſigned 
04he colonial patriots. But it called for the exertion 
t their utmoſt abilities. They effected it in a great 
neaſure, by means of the preſs. Pamphlets, eſſays, 
ddrefſes and news paper diſſertations were daily pre- 
el WW: rted to the public, proving that Maſſachuſetts was 
uffering in the common cauſe, and that intereſt and 
policy, as well as good neighbourhood, required the 
nited exertions of all the colonies, in ſupport of that 
nuch ' injured | province. It was inculcated on the 
deople, that if the miniſterial ſchemes were ſuffered 
o take effect in Maſfachuſetts, the other colonies muſt 
xpect the loſs of their charters, and that a new go- 
ernment would be impoſed upon them, like that pro- 
ted for Quebec, The king and parliament held no 
atronage in America, ſufficient to oppoſe this torrent. 
he few who ventured to write in their favour found 
: difficulty in communicating their ſentiments to the pub- 
41 | * | lic. 
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lic. No penſions or preferments awaited their exertiom 
Neglect and contempt were their uſual portion, but po- 
pularity, conſequence, and fame, were the rewards of 
thoſe who ſtepped forward in the cauſe of liberty, I 
order to intereſt the great body of people, the few who 


were at the helm, diſclaimed any thing more deciſive, 


than convening the inhabitants, and taking their ſenſt 
on what was proper to be done. In the mean time 
great pains were taken to prepare them for the adoption 
of ' vigorous meaſures. | 

The words' whigs and tories, for want of better, 
were now introduced, as the diſtinguiſhing names of 
parties. By the former, were meant thoſe who were for 
making a common'cauſe with Boſton, and ſupporting the 
colonies in their oppoſition to the claims of ' parliament, 
By the latter thoſe who were ar leaſt ſo far favourers df 
Great-Britain, that they wiſhed, either that no meaſures, or 
only palliative meaſures, ſhould be adopted in oppoſition 
to her ſchemes. 

Theſe parties were ſo nearly balanced | in New-York, 
that nothing more was agreed to at the firſt meeting of 
the inhabitants, than a recommendation to call a Congrels 

At Philadelphia the patriots had a delicate part to ac 
The government of the colony being proprietary, a mul. 
titude of officers connected with that intereſt, had much 
to fear from convulſions, and nothing to expect from: 
revolution. A ſtill greater body of people called Qui 
kers, denied the lawfulneſs of war, and therefore could 
not adopt ſuch meaſures for the ſupport of Boſton, » 
naturally tended to produce an event ſo adverſe to theit 
ſyſtem of religion. 

The citizens of Boſton, not only ant forward their 
public letter, to the citizens of Philadelphia; but ac 
companied it with private communications to individual 
of known patriotiſm and influence, in which they ſtated 
the impoſſibility of their ſtanding alone, againſt the tor- 
rent of miniſterial vengeance, and the indiſpenſable ne- 
ceflity, that the leading colony of Pennſylvania, ſhould 
afford them its ſupport and countenance. The ade 


cates 4n Philadelphia, for: making a common „ 
wit 
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ih Boſton, were fully ſenſible of the ſtate of parties 
a Pennſylvania. They ſaw the diſpute with Great · Bri- 
ain, bropght to a crifis,. and a new ſeene opening, which 
equired exertions different from any heretofore made. 
The ſucceſs of theſe they well knew, depended on the 
iſdom with which they were planned, and the union of 
he whole people, in carrying them into execution. They. 
aw the propriety of procceding with the greateſt circum- 
pection; and therefore reſolved at their firſt meeting, 
a nothing more than to call a general meeting of the 
habirants, on the next evening. At this ſecond meeting 
ie patriots had ſo much moderation and policy, as to 
rge nothing deciſive, contenting themſclves' with taking 
he ſenſe of the inhabitants, fimply on the propriety of. 
nding an anſwer to the public letter from Boſton. 
his was univerſally, approved. The letter agreed upon 
5,0 as firm but temperate. © They acknowledged the diffi- 
don ty of offering advice. on the preſent occaſion, ſym- 
thized with the people of Boſton in their diſtreſs, and 
ork, Npfer ved that all lenient meaſures, for their relief, ſhould 
g era tried. That if the making reſtitution for the tea 


dd leave the people of - Boſton upon their ancient 
oting of conſtitutional liberty, it could not admit of 2 
jubt what part they ſhould act. But that it was not 
value of the tea, it was the indefeaſible right of giv- 
and granting their own money, which was the mat- 
in conſideration. That it was the common cauſe of 
ericaz and therefore neceflary in their opinion, that 
ongreſs of deputies from the ſeveral colonies ſhould 
convened to deviſe means for reſtoring harmony be- 
en Great-Britain and the colonies, and preventing 
ters from coming to extremities. Till this could be 
ught about, they recommended firmneſs, prudence, 
| moderation to the immediate ſufferers, aſſuring 
m, that the people of Pennſylvania would con- 
e to evince a firm adherence to the cauſe of Ame- 


ond liberty.” | 

order to awaken the attention of the people, a ſe- 

of letters was ' publiſhed well calculated to rouſe: 
them 


ſtroyed, would put an end to the unhappy controverſy, 
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28. poſe, wrote a circular letter to all the counties of the Pr 
vince, requeſting them to appoint deputies to a gens 
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fhem to a ſenſe of their danger, and point out the faul 
conſequences of the late acts of parliament. Every new. 
paper teemed with diſſertations in favour of liberty... 
with debates of the members of parliament, efpecialy 
with the ſpeeches of the favourers of America, and the 
proteſts of the diflenting lords. The latter had a parti 
cular effeft on the coloniſts, and were conſidered 9 
them as irrefragable proofs, that the late acts againſt Mi. 
ſachuſetts were unconſticutional and arbitrary. 
The minds of the people being thus. prepared, th 
friends of liberty promoted a petition to the governor, fo 
convening the aſſembly. This they knew would not k 
granted, and that the refuſal of it, would ſmooth h 
way for calling the inhabitants together. The governa 
having refuſed to call the afſembly, a general meeting of 
the inhabitants was requeſted. About 8000 met and x 
8. Ad ſundry ſpirited reſolutions. In theſe they deci 
Ted, that the Boſton port act was unconſtitutional---tha 
jt was expedicnt to convene a continental congreſs---to 
point a committee for the city and county of Philadelphi 
to correſpond with their fiſter colonies and the ſeve 
counties of Pennſylvania, and to inveſt that comming 
with power, to determine on the beſt mode for colledtin 
the ſenſe of the province, and appointing deputi 
ro attend a general congreſs. Under the ſanction « 
this laſt reſolve, the committee appointed for that pu 


mecting, propoſed to be held on the 15th of July, 
of this letter was in the following words: * We wou 
not offer ſuch an affront to the well known public (pi 
of Pennſylvanians, as to queſtion your zeal on the prele 
occaſion. Our very exiſtence in the rank of freemen, 
the ſeturity-of all that ought to be dear to us, cvides 
depends on our conducting this great cauſe to its proj 
iſſue, by firmneſs, wiſdom, and magnanimity. It is 
pleaſure we-afſure you, that all the colonies from Scut 
Carolina to New-Hampſhire, are animated with one | 
rit, in the common cauſe, and conſider that as the pr 


criſis for having our differences with the Mother Coust 
brovy 
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to ſome-certain iſſue, and our liberties fixed upon 
a permanent Foundation, this deſircable end can only 
be accompliſhed by a free communication of ſeatiments, 
and à ſincere and event regard for the intereſts of our 
common country.” 

The ſeveral counties readily dongle wich the requeſt 
of the inhabitants of Philadelphia, and appointed deputies, 
who met at the time appointed, and paſſed ſundry reſolver, 
ia which they reprobated the late acts of parliament»+--cx» 
preſſed their ſympathy with Boſton, - as. ſuffering in the 
common cauſe approved of holding a congreſs, and de- 
clared their willingneſs to make any ſacrifices that might 
be recommended by a congreſs, for ſeauriag, their li- 
berties. N 

Thus, without tumult, diſorder, or divided counſels, 
the whole province of Pennſylvania was, by prudent ma- 
nagement and temperate proceedings, brought intothe op- 
poſition with its whole weight and influence. This is 
the more remarkable. as it is probable, that if the ſenti- 
ments of individuals had been ſeparately taken, there 
would have been a majority againſt involving themſelves 
in the conſequences of taking * with the e 200 
of the tea, at Boſton. 

While theſe proceedings were carrying on in Pennſyl- 
yania, three of the moſt diſtiuguiſhed patriots of Phila- 
delphia, under color of an excurſion of pleaſure, made a 
tour throughout the province, in order to diſcover the 
real ſentiments of the common people. They were well 
apprized of the conſequences of taking the lead in à diſ- 
pute which every day became more ſerious, unleſs they 
could depend on being ſupported by the yeomanry of the 
country, By freely affociating and converſing with many 
of every claſs and denomination ; they found them una- 
nimous in that fundamental principle of the American 
controverſy, That the parliament of Great-Britain had 
no right to tax them.” From their general determination 
on this ſubject, a favorable prognoſtic was formed, of a 
ſucceſsful oppoſition to the claims'of Great-Britain. 

In, Virginia the houſe of burgeſſes on the 26th of May, 
1774, reſolved, that the firſt, of June, the day on which 
the 
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the operation of the Boſton. port bill was to commence, 
ſhould: be fer apart by the members as a day of faſting, 
humiliation and prayer, “ devoutly to implore the divine 
interpoſition, for averting the heavy calamities which 


. threatened deſtruction to their civil rights, and the evil; 


of a civil war---to give them one heart and one mind, to 
oppoſe: by all juſt and proper means, every injury to A-. 
merican rights.” On the publication of this reſolution, 
the royal governor, the Earl of Dunmore diflolvcd then; 
The members notwithſtanding their diſſolution, met in 
their private capacities, and figned an agreemem, in 
which, among other things, they declared, that an at- 
tack made on one of their ſiſter colonies, to compel ſub- 
miſſion to arbitrary taxes, was an attack made oa all Brit- 
iſh America, and threatened ruin to the rights of all, 
unlefs the united wiſdom of the whole be applied.“ 

In South-Carolina the vote of the town of Boſton of 


the 13th of May, being preſented to a number of the lead- 


ing citizens in - Charleſton, it was unanimouſly agreed 
to call a meeting of the inhabitants. 

That this might be as general as poſſible, letters were 
ſent to every pariſh and diſtrict in the province, and the 
people were invited to attend, either perſonally, or by their 


. repreſentatives at a general meeting of the inhabitants. A 
„large number aſſembled, in which were ſome, from almoſt 


every part of the province. The proceedings of the 
parliament againſt the province of Maſſachuſetts were diſ- 
tinctly related to this convention. Without one diſſent- 
ing voice, they paſſed ſundry reſolutions, expreſſive of 
their rights, and of their ſympathy with the people of 
Boſton. They alſo choſe five delegates to repreſent 
them in a continental Congreſs, and inveſted them“ with 
full powers, and authority, in behalf of them and their 
conſtituents, to concert, agree to, and effectually to pro- 
ſecute ſuch legal meaſures as in their opinion, and the o- 
pinion of the other members, would be moſt likely to 
obtain ar redreſs of American grievances.” 

The events of this time may be tranſmitted to poſte- 
rity, but the agitation of the public mind can never be 


fully comprehended, but by thoſe who were witneſſes of 
it. Th | In 


AMBRICAN REVOLUTLON. 


5 la the counties and towns of the ſeveral provinces, as 
p, well as in the cities; ie people aſſembled and paſſed re- 
* ſolutions, expreſſive of their rights, aud of their deteſtas 
1 tion of the late American acts of parliament. Theſe Had 
ls an inſtantaneous effect on the minds of thouſands: || Not 
to only the young and impetuous, but the aged and tempes 
\. Write, joined in pronouncing them to be unconſtitational 
n, and oppreſſive. They viewed them as deadly weapons 
aimed at the vitals of that liberty, which they adoreds 
as rendering abortive the generous pains taken by their 
forefathers, to procure for them in a new world, the 
quiet enjoyment of their tights. | They were the ſubjects 


#hen in company. 

Within little more than a month, after che news of 
he Boſton” port bill reached America, it was communi- 
ated from ſtate to ſtate, and a flame was kindled, in al- 


In order to underſtand the mode by which this flame 
vas ſpread with ſuch rapidity over ſo great an extent of 
ountry, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that the ſeveral colo- 
ies were divided into counties, and theſe again ſubdivid- 
d into diſtricts, diſtinguiſhed by the names of towns, 
ownſhips, precincts, hundreds or pariſhes. In News 
gland the ſubdiviſions which are called towns, were by 
ww, bodies corporate=---had their regular meetings, and 
ight be occaſionally convened by their proper officers. 
he advantages derived from theſe meetings, by uniting 


e of e whole body of the people in the meaſures taken to 
e of poſe the ſtamp act, induced other provinces to follow 
ſent e example. Accordingly under the aſſociation which 
with s formed to oppoſe the revenue act of 1767, commit- 
heir es vere eſtabliſhed not only in the capitals of every pro- 


ace, but alſo in moſt of the ſubordinate diſtricts. Great- 
itain, without deſigning it, had by her two preceding 
empts at American re venue, taught her colonies not 
ly the advantages, but the means of union. The ſyſ⸗ 


oſte - n of committees, which prevailed in 1765, and alſo in 
r be 67, was revived in 1774. By them there was a quick 
es of {Whiniffionof intelligence from the capital towns through 


In | the 


of their meditation when en and ot their converſation 


noſt every breaſt; through the widely extended provinces. 
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| widely difeminated: inhabitants. 


- dence. The few have been enabled to keep the many in 


bout the place and legality of their meeting, and about 


The public attention was fixed on the great cauſe of 
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whe ſubordinate diſtrids to the whole vody ofthe people; 
and an union of cbunſtls aud meaſures vus effected 0 


It is perhaps impoſſiblè for human wiſdom, to contrhe 
any ſyſtem more ſubſervien: to theſe purpoſes, than ſuch 
a reciprocal exchange of intelligente, by committetes 
From the want of ſuch à communication wi each Other, 
andconſcquently of union among themſelves, many ſtate 
have loſt their liberties, and more have been unſucceſsful 
in their attempts to regain them, after they have been loſt. 

What the eloquence and talerts of Demoſthenes could 
not effect among the ſtates of Greece, might have been 
effected by ihe ſimple device of commitiees of correſpon- 


ſubjection in every age, from the want of union among 
the latter. Several of the provinces of Spain complained 
of oppreſſion under Charles the 5th, and in tranſports 
of rage took arms againſt him; but they never conſulted 
or communicated with each other. They reſiſted ſeps 
ratcly, and were there fore ſeparately ſubdued. 

The colonifis ſympathizing with their diſtreſſed bre- 
ert in Maſſachuſcits, felt themſelves called upon, to do 
ſomething for their relief; but to determine on what 
was proper to bè done, did. not ſo obviouſly. occur. | 
was a natural idea, that for harmoniſing their meaſurez 
a Congreſs of deputies from each province ſhould be con 
vened. This early occurred to all, and being agreed to by 
all, was the means of procuring union” and concert 1 
mong inhabitants, removed ſeveral hundred miles fro! 
each other. In times leſs animated, various queſtions 4 


the extent of their power, would have produced a gre 
diverſity of ſentiments j but on this occaſion, by the ff 
cial agency of providence, there was the ſame univerl 

at of inclination in the great body of the people. 4 
ſenſe of common danger, extinguiſhed ſelfiſh paſſion 


berty. Local attachments and partialities, were ſacrifc 
on the altar of patriotiſm. SE 


There were not wanting moderate men, who wou 
þa! 
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pave deen wilting te pay for the tea deſtroyed, if chat 
„bud have, put, an end to the eontroverſy, for it wis 


not the value bf the ted nor of the tan, but the indefea- 


be right of giving and granting their money, for 
ach whieh the "coloniſts ' contended. © The act of parlia- 
ment was ſo eautiouſly worded, as to prevent the open - 
ing of the port of Boſton, even though the Eaſt-India 
wa company had been reimburſed for all damages, “ until 
it was made appear to his majeſty in council, that peace 
lol aud oticdiente to the laws were ſo far reſtored in the town 
ud . Both; that the trade of Greats Britain tight be ſafely 
deed tirried on there and his majeſty's cuſtoms duly collected.“ 
The latter part of this limitation, “the due collection 
of his majeſty's cuſtoms,” was underſtood to comprehend 
ſubmiſñon to the late revenue laws. It was therefore in- 
ferred; that payment for the tea deſtroyed, would pro- 
lice no certhin rellef, unleſs they were willing to give 
operation to the law, for raifing à revenue on future 
importations of that commodity, and alſo to acquitſce 
In the late mutilation of their charter. As it was de- 
liderately reſolved; never to ſubmit to either the moſt 
hkewarm of well informed patriots, pofſefting the pub- 
ie confidence, neither adviſed nor wiſhed for the adop- 
ion of that meafure. - A few in Boſton, who were 
non to be in the royal intereſt, propoſed a reſolution for 
hat purpoſe, but they met with no ſupport. Of the many 
ho joined the Britiſn in the courſe of the war, there 
2s ſcarcely an individual to be found in this early ſtage 
df the controverſy, who idvocatcd'the right of partia- 
nentary taxation; There were doubtleſs many timid 
perſons, who fearing the power of Britain, would rather 
dave ſubmitted: to her encroackments, than riſque the 
engeance of her arms, but ſuch for the moſt part ſup- 
rreſſed their ſentiments. ' Zeal for liberty, being imme- 
liately rewarded with applauſe; the patriots had every 
aducement to come forward, and avow their principles ; 
ut there was ſomething ſo unpopular in appearing to be 
blluenced by timidity, intereſt or exceſſive caution, when 
fential intereſts were attacked, that ſuch perſons ſhunned 
ublic notice, and ſought the fade of retirement, 
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judged conducive to the eſtabliſhment of their liberties. 


and reflected from ſuch a variety of objects, as to become 


ces in North-America, was alſo ſent thither, in the add. 


though their republican jealouſy was burt by the combi- 


after the firſt of June. When that eventful day arrived 


ſolemnized with every manifeſtation. of public calamit 
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In the three firſt months, which followed the ſhutting 
up of the port of Boſton, the inhabitants of the colonies 
in hundreds of ſmall cireles, as well as in theft provincial 
aſſemblies and congrefles, expreſſed their abhorrence gf 
the late proceedings of the Britiſh | parliament againg 
Maſſachuſetts---their, concurrence in the propoſed mea. 
ſure of appointing deputies for a general congreſs, and | 
their, willingneſs to do and ſuffer whatever ſhould be 


A: patriotic flame, created and diffuſed by the conta. 
gion of ſympathy, was communicated to ſo many breaſts, 


too intenſe to be reliſted. | 
While the combination of the other n to ſuppon 
Boſton, was gaining ſtrength, new matter of diflention 
daily took place in Maſſachuſetts. , The reſolution for 
ſhutting the port of Boſton, was no ſooner taken, than 
it was determined to order a military force to that town, 
General Gage, the commander in chief of the royal for- 


tional capacity of Governor of Maſſachuſetts. He ar. 
rived in Boſton on the third day after the inhabitants re 
ceived the firſt intelligence of the Boſton port bill 
Though the people were irritated by that meaſure, and 


nation of the civil and military character in one perſon, 
yet the general was received with all the honours which 
had been uſually. paid to his predeceffors. , Soon after by 
arrival, two regiments of foot, with a detachment of ar- 
tillery and ſome cannon, were landed in Boſton. Thel: 
troops were by degrees-re-inforced, with others fron 
Ireland, New-York, Halifax and Quebec. 
The governor announced that he had, the king's part! 
cular command, for holding the general court at Salem, 


the act for ſhutting up the port of Boſton commenced is 
operation... It was devoutly kept at Williamſburgh, 4 
a day of faſting and humiliation. In Philadelphia it v 


and grief. The inhabitants ſhut up their houſes. After 
divine 
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divine ſervice a ſtillueſs reigned over the city, which ex- 
hibited an appearance of the deepeſt diſtreſs. | 
In Boſton a new ſcenc opened on the inhabitants. 
. of Hitherto, that town had been the ſeat of commerce 
nk and of plenty. The immenſe buſineſs carried on therein, 
* afforded a comfortable ſubſiſtence to many thouſands. 
and rue neceſſary- the uſeful, and even ſome of the elegant 
de BY irts were cultivated among them. The citizens were po- 
es. ne and hoſpitable. Ia this happy ſtate they were ſen- 
. tericed on the ſhort notice of twenty one days, to a total de- 
al, privation of all means of ſubſiſting. The blow reached every 
ome Wl perſon, The rents of che landholders, either ceaſed 
or- were greatly diminiſhed. The immenſe property in 

pon i ſtores and wharfs, was rendered comparatively uſeleſs: 
un Bl Labourers, artificers and others, employed in the nume- 
for WM -0us occupations created by an extenſive trade, partook 

than WW in the general calamity... They who depended on a re- 
9% gular income, flowing from previous acquifitions of pro- 
for perty, as well as they who with the ſwear of their brow, 
addr earned their daily ſubſiſtence, were equally deprived of 
c i: the means of ſupport ;z and the chief difference between 


ed more intolerable by the recollection of palt enjoy- 
ments. All theſe inconveniencies and hardſhips, were 
dorn with a paſſive, but inflexible fortitude. Their de- 
termination to perſiſt in the ſame line of conduct, which 
had been the occaſion of their ſuffering was unabated. 
The authors and adviſers of the reſolution for deſtroy- 
ng the tea, were in the town, and ſtill retained their 
opularity and influence. The execrations of the inha- 
ditants fell not on them, but on the Britiſh parliament. 
heir countrymen acquitted them of all ſelfiſh deſigns, 
nd believed that in their oppoſition to the meaſures of 
reat-Britain, they were actuated by an honeſt zeal for 
onſtitutional liberty. The ſufferers in Boſton had the 
onſolation of ſympathy from the other coloniſts. Con- 
ributions were raiſed in all quarters for their relief. 
etters and addreſſes came to them from corporate bo- 


= es, town meetings and provincial conventions, ap- 
Irvin auding their conduct, and exhorting them to perſeve- 


ance, : i The 


them, was that the diſtreſſes of the former were render- 
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The people of Marblehead, who by their proximity 
were likely to reap; advantage from the diſtreſſes of Boſ- 
ton, generouſly offered the merchants thereof, the ufe 
of their harbour, wharfs, warehouſes, and alſo their 
perſonal attendance. on the lading or Ng of r 
goods free of all expence. 

The inhabitants of Salem in an addreſs to er 
Gage, concluded with theſe remarkable words, „ By 
ſhutting up the port of Boſton, ſome imagine that the 


courſe of trade might be turned hither, and to our bene - 


fit: But nature in the formation of our harbour, forbid, 
our becoming rivals in commerce with that convenient 
mart; and were it otherwiſe, we muſt; b& dead to every 
idea of juſtice, loſt to all feclings of humanity, could we 
indulge one thought to ſeize on wealth, and raiſe our 
fortunes on the ruins of our ſuffering neighbours.” 

The Maſſachuſetts general court met at Salem, accord- 
ing to adiournment, on the 7th of June. Several of the 
popular leaders took, in a private way, the ſenſe of the 
members on what was proper to be done. Finding 
they were able to carry ſuch meaſures as the public exi- 
gencies required, they prepared reſolves and moved. for 
their adoption. But before they went on Ge latter bus 
ſineſs, their door was ſhut. 

One member nevertheleſs . means of ſending 
information ta governor Gage of. what was doing. His 


ſecretary was ſent off to diſſolve the general court, but 


was refuſed admiſſion. As he could obtain no entrance, 
he read the proclamation at the door, and immediately 
after in council, and thus diſſolved the general court. 
The honſe while fitting with their doors ſhut, appointed 
five of the moſt reſpectable inhabitants as their commit- 
tee, to meet commitrees from other provinces; that might 
be convened the firſt of September at Philadelphia---vot- 
ed them 75 pounds ſterling each, and recommended to 
the ſeveral towns and diſtricts to raiſe the ſaid ſum by 
equitable proportions. By theſe means the deſigus of the 
goyernor were diſappointed. His fituation in every reſpect 
was truly diſagrecable. It was his duty to forward the exc- 


Fution of laws which were yoiyerſally -execrated. Zeal * 
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his, maſter's, ſer vice, prompted him to endeavour that they 
ſhould be carried. ime full ce, but his progreſs was re+ 
tarded by obſtacles. from every quarter. He had t 
tranſact his official buſineſs with a people who poſſeſſed a 
bigh ſenſe of liberty, aud were uncommonly ingenious - 
in cvadiog  difagreeable acts of. partiament. It was a 
part of his duty to prevent the calling of the town meet- 
ings after the firſt af; Auguſt, 1774. Theſe meetings 
were acyertheleſs held. On his propoſing to exert au- 
thority for the diſperſion of the people, he was told by 
the ſelect men, ihat they had not offonded agaluſt the act of 
parliament, for that only probibited the calling of town 
meetings, and that no ſuch call had been made: A for- 
mer conſtiuutional meeting before the firſt of Auguſt, 
having only adjourned: themſelves from time to time. 
Other evaſions, equally. founded on the letter, of even 
the late obnoxious laws, were pradiſed- 

As the ſummer advanced, the people of Maffachuſetis 
received ſtronger proofs of ſupport from the neighbour- 
ing provinces. They were therefore encouraged to far- 
ther oppoſition. The inhabitants of the colonics, at this 
time, with regard to pqlitical opinions, might be divided 
into three claſſes ; f theſe, one was for ruſhiog precipi- 
tately into extremities. They were for immediately ſrop- 
ping all trade, and could not even brook the delay of 
waiting, till the, propoſed continental congreſs ſhould 
meet. Another party, ' equally reſpectable, both as to 
character, property, and patriouſm, was more moderate, 
but not lefs firm Theſe were averſe to the adoption of 
any violent reſolutions, till all others were ineffectually 
tried. They wiſhed that a clear ſtatement of their rights, 
claims, and grievances, ſhould” precede every other mea: 
ſure.” A tbird claſs diſapproved of what was generally 
going on. A few from principle, and a- perſuation that 
they ought to ſubmit to the Mother Country ;--- ſome. from 
the love of eaſe, others from ſelf-intereſt, but the. bulk 
from fear of the miſchievous conſequences likely to fol- 
low: All theſe latter claſſes, for the moſt part, lay. till, 
while the friends of liberty ated with ſpirit. If they, or 
my of _—_y ventured to oppoſe popular meaſures, they 


Were 
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were not ſupported, and therefore declined farther efforts. 
The reſentment of the people was ſo ſttong againſt them, 
bat they ſought for peace by remaining quiet. The 
ſame indecifion that made them willing to ſubmit to 
Great-Britain, made them apparently acquieſce in popu- 
lar meaſures which they diſapproved. 'The ſpirited part 
of the community, being on the ſide of liberty, the patri- 
ots had the appearance of unanimity; though many either 
kept at a diſtance from public meetings, or voted againſt 
their on opinion, to ſecure themſelves from reſdgtment, 
and promote their preſent eaſe and intereſt. 

Vader the influence of thoſe who were for: the imme. 
diate adoption of efficacious meaſures, an agreement by 
the name of the ſolemn league and covenant, was adopted 
by numbers. The ſubſcribers of this, bound themſelves 

to ſuſpend all commercial intercourſe with Great - Britain, 
until the late obnoxious laws were repealed, and the co- 
lony of Maſſachuſetts reſtored to its chartered rights. 
General Gage publiſhed a proclamation,” in which he 
ſtiled this ſolemn league and covenant, © An unlawful, 
hoſtile, and traiterous combination.” And all magiſtrates 
were charged, to apprehend and ſecure for trial, ſuch as 
 thould have any agency in publiſhing or ſubſcribing the 
ſame, or any ſimilar covenant. This proclamation had 
no other effect, than to exerciſe the pens of the lawyers, 
in ſhewing that the aſſociation did not come within the de- 
ſeription of legal treaſon, and that therefore the gover- 
nor's proclamation was not warranted by the ge e of 
the conſtitution. 

The late law, for regulating the government of the pro- 
vinces, arrived near the beginning of Auguſt, and was ac- 
companied with a liſt of 36 new counſellors, appointed 
by the crown, and in a mode, variant from that preſerib- 
ed by the charter. Several of theſe in the firſt inſtance, I © 
declined an acceptance of the appointment. ' Thoſe, who | | 
accepted of it, were every where declared to be enemies 
to their country. The new judges were rendered inca- f 
pable of proceeding in their official duty. Upon opening l 
the courts, the juries refuſed to be ſworn, or to act in any 
manner, either under them, or in conformity to the late I © 

5 regulations. 
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regulations. In ſome places, the people Ke mbled, and 
filled the court-houſes and a venues to them in ſuch a man- 
ner, that neither the judges, nor their ofſicers could ob- 
tain entrance ; and upon the ſheriſt's commanding them, 
to make way for the court, they anſwered,. That they 
knewno court independent of the ancient laws of their 
country, and to none other would they ſubmit.” | 

la imitation of his royal maſter, governor Gage i ilued 

a proclamation: for the encouragement of piety and vir- 
wes and for the prevention and puniſhing vice, prophane- 
neſs and immorality?. In this proclamation, hypoeriſy 
was inſerted as one of the immoralities againſt which the 


people were warned, This was conſiderrd by the inha- 


bitants, ho had often bern ridiculed for ther ſtrict at- 


tention to the forms of religion to be a ſtudied inſult, and | 


as ſuch wagt more reſemed than an actual injury It 
greatly added to the inflammation which n 
taken place jn their mind. 

The procrediugaand apparent difdbiioarof hb people, 
together with the military” preparations: which were daily 
made through the province, induced general Gage to for- 
tify that deck of land which joins Boſtou to the continent, 

He alſo ſbiged upon the N Which“ was lodged: on 
the. arſenal at Charleftowns 4 

This excited a moſt violent and alive fad ferment. Se 


veral cho6uſands-:ot; the people aſſembled at Cambridge, 


and it Was with; difficulty they were reſtrained from 
marching directly to Boſton, to demand a delivery of the 
powder, with a eee in 107 1 . 5 to attack the 
troop o. 1 25 


The people re aembled/ l * lieutenant - 


governor. Oliver's houſe, and to the houſes af ſeveral of 
the new counſellors. and obliged them to-refign, and to 
declare that they would no more act under the laws 
lately enacted. In 
rumor went abroad, f that che royal fleet and troops were 
fring upon the town of Boſton. This was probably de- 
ſigned by the popular leaders, on purpoſe to aſcertain 
what, aid they might etpect from the country in caſe of 
extremities... The reſult exceeded their moſt ſanguine ex- 


the confuſion of theſe tranſactions a2 


pectations. 


3 
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peRations. In leſo than twenty four hours, there were 
upwards of 30, od mea in arms, and marching towards 
the capital. Other; riſiugs of the people took place in 
different parts ofo tht colony, and their violence was 
ſuch, that iu a ſhort time the neweounſellors, the com- 
miſſioners of the cuſtoms, and all who had taken an 
active pürt in favour of: Great- Britain, were obliged to 
fereen themſelves in; Roſton: The nc. ſent of govern- 
ment at Salem was abandoned, and all theeflicers con- 
| nected with the revenue were obliged to conſult their 
' ſafety, by taking up their refidence ib a place which an act 
| of: parliament :had-proferibed t vom alt trade. 
| About this time, delegatei from every town and: dif. 
tricti in the county uf Suffolk, of- hich Boſton is the 
5 county towo, had a meeting; at which they  prefaced 
a number af ſpirited reſolutions, containing à detail of 
the particulars:.of their intendad oppoſition to the late 
acts of parliament, with # general declaration, That no 
obedience was due from the pr NmU,jGxcw to; either, or any 
part of the ſaid a@spbur-that they ſhould be rejected 2 
_ the —— of arwicked adminiſtration to enſlave Ame- 
cica. . Fh reſolves uf this meeting were ſent on to 
Philadelphia, for the information and opinion of the 
Congreſs, which, as ſhall be hereafter related, bad met 
there about this time. box dl ons 159) 14d id 
The people of Magutduſerts-yighitly jodhed; that hoes 
tho decifiotr of congrefs on theſe. reſolutions, they would 
be enabled to determine what ſupport they might expect. 
Notwithſtanding preſent appearances they feared thut the 
other colonies, who were no more than remotely con- 
_ cerned, would not hazard the conſequenoes of making 2 
common cauſe with them, ſhould ſubſt quent events make 
it neceſſary to repel force by force- The deciſion of 
Congreſs exceeded their expectations · They ** moſt tho- 
roughly approved the wifdom and fortitude with which 
oppoſition to wicked minitterial meaſures had been hitherto 
conducted- in Maſſachuſetts, and recommended to them 
perſeverance- in the ſame firm and. temperate conduct as 
expreſſed in the reſolutions of the delegates from the 
e of Suffolk.“ By this approbation and advice, the 
people 
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bie of Maſfachuſctis were encouraged to reſiſtante, 1776 


and the other 'colonies became bound to ſupport them. 
The former, more in need of a bridie than a ſpur, pro- 
ceeded as they had begun, but with additional confidence. 


Governor Gage had ifſucd writs for holding a general Oct. 4. 


iffotibly ar Salem z but ſubſequent events, and the heat 
md violence which every where prevailed, made him 
chink it Expedient to counteract the writs by a proclama- 
ton for ſuſpending the meeting of the members. The 
legality of a proclamation for that purpoſe was denied, 
and in defiance thereof yo of the newly elected members 
met at the time and place appointed. They ſoon after 
ftfolved themfefves into a provincial congreſs, and ad- 
journed to Contbrd, about 20 miles from Charleſtown. 
On their meeting thefe, they choſe Mr. Hancock pre- 


fifent;-and proceeded to buſineſs. One of their firſt acts 


was to appoint a committee to wait onthe governor, with 2 
remonſtrance, in which they apologized for their meet- 
ing, from the diſtreſſed ſtate of the colony ;---complained 
of their grievances, and, after ſtaring their apprehenfions, 
from che hoſtile preparations on Boſton neck, concluded 
with an earneft requeſt, & That he would deſiſt from the 
tonſtruction of the fortreſs ar tHe entrance into Boſton, 
and reſtore that paſs to its natural ſtate.” The governor 
found ſome difficuky in giving them an anſwer, as they 
were not, in his opinion, a legal body, but the neceſſity 
of the times over-ruled his ſcruples. He replied, by ex- 
preffing his indignation at theſuppoſttion, * That the lives, 
lderties or property of any people, except enemies, could 
be in danger, from Englith troops.“ He reminded them, 
that. while they complained of alterations made in their 
charter, by acts of parliament, they were by their own 
ifts ſubverting it altogether. He therefore warned them 
of the rocks they were upon, and to deſiſt from ſuch il- 
legal and unconſtitutional proceedings. The governor's 
admonirions were unavailing. The provincial congreſs 
appoinred a committee to draw up a plan for the imme- 
Ware defence of the province. It was reſolved to inlift 
a number of the inhabitants under the name of minute 
men, PO were to be under obligations to turn out at a 

N R minute's 
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1774. minute's warning. Jedediah Pribble, Artemas Ward and 
WS Seth Pomeroy, were elected general officers to command 


. . mittee of ſupplies were appointed. 
LR, different perſons and were intended for different purpo- 


ſuch articles as the public exigencies. required the laſt 
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thoſe minute men and the militia, in cafe they ſhould be 
called out to action. A committee of ſafety, and a com- 
Theſe conſiſted of 


ſes. The firſt were inveſted with an authority to aſſemble 
the militia when they thought proper, and were to re- 
commend to the committee of ſupplies the purchaſe of 


were limited to the ſmall ſum of £15,627-15s. ſterl. 
which was all the money at firſt voted to oppoſe the power 
and riches of Great Britain. Uoder this authority, and 
with theſe means, the committees of ſafetyand of ſupplics, 
acting in concert, laid in a quantity of . ſtares, partly at 


Nov. 23* Worceſter and partly at Concord,---The fame congreſs 
met again, and ſoon after reſolved to get in readineſs 
twelve thouſand men to act on any given emergency; 
and that a fourth part of the militia ſhould be inliſted as 
minute men, and receive pay. John Thomas and Willi- 
am Heath were appointed general officers. They alſo ſent | 
perſons to New-Hampſhire, Rhode-Iſland and Connetti- | 
cut, to inform them of the ſteps they had taken aud to 
requeſt their co-operation in making up an army of c 
* 20,000 ͤ men. Committees from theſe ſeveral colonies met 4 
with a committee from the provincial congreſs of Maſſa- 4 
chuſetts, and ſettled their plans. The proper period of com- f 
5 mencing oppoſition to general Gage's troops, was deter- b 
mined to be whenever they marched out with their bag- ar 
gage, ammunition. and artillery. The aid of the clergy ri 
; was called in upon this occaſion, and a circular letter was th 
addreſſed to each of the ſeveral miniſters in the province, ſo1 


mendation the workmen deſiſted from fulfilling the gene- 


have been paid by the crown. 


requeſting their aſſiſtance “ in avdiding the dreadful ſla- 
very with which they were threatened,” lat 


As the winter approached, general Gage ordered bar- we 
racks for his troops to be erected, but ſuch was the ſupe- MF pre 
rior influence of the popular leaders, that on their recom- W me; 


ral's wiſhes, though the money for their labour would 


An application to New-York was equally unſucceſs- 
ful, 
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ful, und it was with difficulty chat the troops could be 


furniſhed with winter lodgings. Similar obſtructions 
were thrown in the way of getting winter covering for 


the ſoldiery. The merchants of New-York on being ap- 


plied to, anſwered, ** That they would never ſupply auy 
article for the benefit of men who were ſent as enemies 
to the country.” The inhabitants of Maſſachuſetts en- 
couraged the deſertion of the ſoldiers; and acted ſyſtema- 
tically in preventing their obtaining any other ſupplies 
but necefſary provifions. The farmers were diſcouraged 
from ſelling them ſtraw, timber, boards and ſuch like ar- 
ticles of convenience. Straw, when purchaſed for their 


tended for their uſe, were ſunk, and carts with wood were 
overturned, and the king's property by one courrivance 
or other, was daily deſtroyed, 
A proelamation had been iſſued by the Hog, prohibir- 
ing the exportation of military ſtores from Britain, 
which reached America in the latter end of the year 1774 
On receiving intelligence thereof, in Rhode-Ifland, the peo- 
ple feized upon und removed from the public battery about 
ho pieces of cannon; and the aſſembly paſſed reſolutious for 
obtaining arms and military ſtores by every means, and 
alſo for raiſing and arming the inhabitants: ſoon after 
400 men beſet his majeſty's caſtle at Portſmouth. They 
ſuſtained'a fire from three four-pounders and ſmall arms, 
but before they could be ready for a ſecond fire, the aſfail- 
ants ſtormed the fort, and ſecured and confined the gar 
riſon till they broke open the powder houſe, and took 
the powder away. Ihe powder being ſecured, the garri- 
ſon was releaſed from copfinement. 

Throughout this whole ſeaſon, civil goverament, legiſ- 
lation, judicial proceedings and commercial regulations 
were in Maſſachuſetts, to all appearance, annihilated. The 
provincial Congreſs exerciſed all the ſemblance of govern- 
ment which cxiſted. From their coincidence, with the 
prevailing diſpoſition of the people, their reſolutions had 
the weight and efficacy of laws. Under the ſimple ftile 
of recommendation, they organized the militia, made or- 
linagces reſpecting public monies and ſuch farther regu- 

lations 
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' ſervice; was frequently burnt. Veſſels, with bricks in- 
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1774. lations. as were neceſſary for preferving order, and for de- 
>> fending themſelves againit the Briti troops - 
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In this criſis it ſeemed to be the ſenſe of the inhabi. 


tants of Maſſachuſetts to wait, events. They dreaded 


every evil that could flow from reſiſtance, leſs, than the 
operation of the late acts of parliament, but at the ſame 
time were averſe to be the aggreſſors in bringing on a 
civil war. They choſe to ſubmit to a ſufpenſion of gegu- 
lar goverament, in preference to, permitting the ſtxeams of 
juſtice to flow in the channel preſcribed-by the late acts 
of parliament, or to conducting them forcibly in the old 
one ſanctioned by their charter. From the extindtion 
of the old, and the rejection of the new conſtitution, 
all regular government was for ſeveral months aboliſhed. 


Dome hundred, thouſands of people, were in à ſtate 


of nature without legiſlation, magiſtrates or executive 
officers : there was nevertheleſs a ſurpriſing degree. of 
order. Men of the pureſt 3 were among the moſt 
active oppoſers of Great-Britain- While municipal laws 
ceaſed to operate, the laws of reaſon, morality and xcli- 
gion, bound the people to each other as a ſocial band, 
and preſerved as great a degree of decorum as had at any 
time prevailed. Even thoſe who were oppoſed to the 
proceedings of the populace when they were prudent and 
moderate, for the moſt part enjoyed ſafety Nane at home 


and abroad. 


Though there were no civil 1 13 was an 
abundance of military ones. Theſe were: choſen by the 
people, but exerciſed more authority than any who had 
been bonoured with commiſſions ' from the governor. 
The inhabitants in every place devoted themſelves to arms. 
Handling the muſket, and training, were the faſhionable 
amuſements of the men, While the women by their pre- 
ſence, encouraged them to proceed. 'The ſound of drums 
and fifes was to be heard in all directions. The young 


and the old were fired with a martial ſpirits, On experi- 


ment it was found, that to force on the inhabitants, a 
form of government, to which they were totally averſe, 

was not within the fancied omnipotence of parliament. 
During theſe tranſactions in Maſſachuſetis effectual 
meaſures, 
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weafures, had;beea taken by the cotogics for canvening 2 1774. 
continental, Congrels,. though there was no one entitled 


- 
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ta lead in this buſtagla, yet in conſequence of the gene- 
ralſimpulſe on t be public mind, fram a ſenſe of common 
dangers. not only the meaſure felt, but the time and, 
place of meeting, were, wich ſurpfiſiag unanimity agreed 
upon. The calonics though formerly agitated with local 
prejudices, jealouſies and averſions, were led to aflemble, 
together in a general diet, and to feel their weight and im- 
pariance in à common union. Wihia four months 
from the day on which the firſt jotelligence of the Boſe 


tog port bill reached America, the deputies of cleyen 


provinces had convened in Philadelphia, and ig four 
days more, hy. the arrival af delegates. from North-Caro- 
lina; here was a complete repreſentation of twelve co 
lonies, containing three millions gf, people, diſſeminated 
over 260,099 ſquare miles. of territory. Some of the 
delegates were appointed by the conſtitutional aſſemolies, 
in other provinces, where they were embarralied by royal 
governors, the appointments were made in voluntary 
meetings of the people. Perhaps there neyer was à body 
of, delegates more faithful to the intereſt of their conſti- 
ments than the | Congreſs of 774. The public voice 
clevated none to 2 feat in that auguſt aſſembly, but ſuch 

as in addition to conſiderable abilities, poſſeſſed that aſ- 
cendancy over che minds of their fellow, citizens, which 
can neither be acquired by birth nor purchaſcd by wealth. 
The inſtrustiongs given, to theſe deputics were various, 
but in general they ,coutained ſtrong profeſſions of lay- 
alty, and of conſtitutional dependence on the Mother 
Country the framers of them acknowledged the pre- 
rogatives of the crown, and diſclaimed every wiſh of ſe- 
paration fram the Parent State. On the other hand, they 
yere firm in declaring chat they were entitled to all the 
rights of Britiſh, born ſubjects, and that the late ads 
reſpecting Maſſachuſetts were unconſtitutional and op- 
preſſive. 

They particularly ſtated their grievances, and for the 
moſt part concurred in authoriſing their deputies to con- 
tert and agree to ſuch meaſures in behalf of their con- 

ſtiruents, 
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1974; ftituents, as in their joint opinion would be moſt likely 
do obtain a redreſs of American grievances, aſcertain 


American rights, on conftitutional principles, and eſta- 
bliſh union and harmony between Grear-Britain and the 
colonies. © Of the various inſtructions, on this 'occaGon, 
_ thoſe which were drawn up by a convention of delegates, 
from every county in the province of Pennſylvania, and 
preſented by them in a body to the eonſtitutional afſem- 
bly, were the moſt preciſe and determinate- By theſe it 
appears, that the Pennſylvanians were diſpoſed to ſub- 
mit to the acts of navigation, as they then ſtood. and 
alſo to ſettle a certain annual revenue on his majefty, his 
"Heirs and ſuccefſors, ſubject to the control of (parliament, 
and to ſatisfy all damages done to the Eaſt-India compa- 
ny, provided their grievances were vedreſſed, and an 
amicable compact was ſettled, which dy eſtabliſhing 
American rights in the manner of a new Magna an, 


would have precluded future diſputes. 


Of the whole number of deputies; which — the 
Continental Congreſs, of 1974, one half were lawyers, 
Gentlemen of that profeſſion had acquired the confidence 
of the inhabitants by their exertions in the common 
cauſe. The previous meaſures in the reſpective pro- 
vinces had been planned and carried into effect, more by 
lawyers than by any other order of men. Profeſſionally 
taught the rights of the people, they were among the 
foremoſt to deſcry every attack made on their liberties, 
Bred in the habits of public ſpeaking, they made a diſ- 


_ " tinguiſhed figure in the meetings of the people, and 


were particularly ablę to explain to them the tendency of 
the late acts of parliament. Exerting their abilities and 
influence in the cauſe of their . er were re- 
warded with its confidence. 

On the meeting of Congreſs, they choſs Peytod Ran- 
dolph their preſident, and Charles Thomſon their ſecre- 
tary. They agreed as one of the rules of their doing 
buſineſs, that no entry ſhould be made on their journals 
of any propoſitions diſcuſſed before them, to which they 
did not finally aſſent. | | 

This augyſt day, to which all the colonies 8 

or 


— 
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for wiſdom and direction, had ſearcely convened, when 4 174. 
diſpute aroſe, «bout the mode of conducting buſineſs, 
which alarmed the friends of union. It was contended 
by ſome, that the votes of the ſmall provinces ſhould 
not count as much as thoſe of the larger ones- This 
was argued with ſome warmth and invidious compariſons 
were made between the extenſive dominion of Virginia, 
| and the ſmall: colonies of Delaware and Rhode-Iſland. 
The impoſſibility of fixing the comparative weight of 
each province, from the want of proper materials, in- 
duced Congreſs to reſolve, that each ſhould have one 
| equal vote. The mode of conducting bufineſs being 
) ſettled, two cominittees were appointed. One, to ſtate 
the rights of the colonies, the ſeveral inſtances in which 
- theſe rights had been violated, _and the means moſt pro- 
1 per to be purſued for obtaining a reſtoration of them; 
g the other, to examine and report the ſeveral ſtatutes 
, which affected the trade and manufattures of the colo- 
nies. The firſt committee were farther inſtructed to 
e confine themſelves to the conſideration of ſuch rights as 
$, had been infringed fince the year 1763, 
e Congreſs ſoon after their meeting, agreed upon a de- 
n claration of their rights, by which it was among other 
p- things declared, that the inhabitants of the Engliſh colo- 
Yy nies in. North-America, by the immutable laws of nature, 
ly the principles of the Engliſh conſtitution, and the ſe- 
de veral charters or compacts, were entitled to life, liberty 
and property; and that they had never ceded to any ſove- 
reign power whatever, a right to diſpoſe of either, with- 
out their conſent, That their anceſtors, who firſt ſet- 
led the colonies were entitled to all the rights, liberties 
and immunities of free and natural born ſubjects within 
the realm of England, and that by their migrating to , 
America, they by no means forfeited, ſurrendered or loſt 
any of thoſe rights z---that the foundation of Engliſh li- 
berty, and of all free government was, a right in the 
people to participate in their legiſlative council, and that 
as the Engliſh coloniſts were not, and could not be pro- 
perly repreſented in the Britiſh parliament, they were en- 
titled to a free and excluſive power of legiſlation in their 
ſeveral 
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1771. fevers! provincial legiſlatures, in all caſes of taxition and 
GYV internil polity, fubject only to the negattwe bf their ſo- 
| vereign. They then run the line, between the ſupremacy 
of parliament, aüd' the independeney of the colonful le- 
gillatures by proviſts and reſtrictions, exprefſed in the 
following words. “ But from the necefMity of the caſe; 
and A regard to the mutual intereſts of both countries, we 
cheerfully confent to the operution of ſuch as of the 
Britith parliament, as are bone fide, reſtruſned to the re- 
gulation of our external commerce; for the pur poſe of 
ſecuring the commercial advantages of the whole empire 
to the Mother Country, and the commercial benefits of 
its reſpective members, excluding every idea of taxation, 
internal and external for raifing a revenue on the ſub- 
Jeets1 in America without their conſent.“ 

This was the very hinge of the controverſy. The ab- 
ſolute unllmited ſupremacy of the Britith parliament, both 
in legiſlation and taxation, was contended for on one fide; 
while on the other, no farther authority was conceded 

| than ſuch a limited legiftation, with regard to external 
| commerce, as would combine the intereſt of the whole 
empire. In government, as well as in religion, there, are 
myſteries from the clofe inveſtigation” of which little ad- 
vantage can be expected. From the unity of the empire 
i was neceſſary, that ſome acts ſhould extend over the 
whole. From the local ſituation of rhe colonies it was 
| equally reaſonable that their legiſlatures ſhould at leaſt in 
| ſome matters de independent, Where the ſupremacy of 
the firſt ended and the independenty of the laſt began, 
| was to the beſt informed a puzzling queſtion, Happy 
would it have been for borh countries, had the diſcuffion 
bf this doubtful point never been attempted. 
| © Congrels alfo reſolved, that thecolonifts were entitled to 
the commonlaw of England, and more ef; ſpecially to the pri- 
vilege of being tried by their peers of the vicinage. That 
they were entitled to the benefit of ſuch of the Engliſh 
ſtatutes as exiſted at the time of their colonization, and 
which they had found to be applicable to thelr local cir- 
cumſtanccs, and alſo to the immunities and privileges 


grant <d and confirmed to them by royal charters or ſe- 
1 cured 
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ably to afſemble,---confider of their grievances, and petition 
the king ;---that the keeping a ſtanding army in the colo- 
nies, without the conſent of the legiſlature of the colony 
where the army was kept, was againſt law.---That it was 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary to. good government, and rendered 
eſſential by the Engliſh conſtitution, that the conſtituent 
branches of the legiſlature be independent of each other, 
and that therefore, the exerciſe of legiſlative power, in ſe- 
veral colonies by a council, appointed during pleaſure by 
the crown, was unconſtitutional, dangerous and deſtruc- 
tive to the freedom of American legiſlation. All of theſe 
liberties, Congreſs in behalf of themſelves and their con- 
ſtituents, claimed, demanded and inſiſted upon as their 
indubitable rights, which could not be legally taken from. 
them, altered or abridged by any power whatever, with- 
out their conſent. Congreſs then reſolved, that ſundry 
acts, which had been paſſed in the reign of George the. 
Third, were jnfriogements and violations of the rights of 
the coloniſts, and that the repeal of them was eſſentially 
neceſſary, in ordgr to reſtore harmony between Great- 
Britain and the colonies. The acts complained of, were 
as follow: The ſeveral acts of 4 George III. ch. 15. and 
ch. 34---5. Geo, III. ch. 25---6. Geo. III. ch. 52---7. 
Geo, III. ch. 41. and ch. 46---8. Geo. III. ch. 22. 
which impoſed duties for the purpoſe of raifing a revenue 
in America, - extended the power of the admiralty courts 
beyond their ancient limits,---deprivedthe American ſub- 
ject of trial by jury, authorized the judges certificate to 
indemnify the proſecutor from damages, that he might 
otherwiſe be liable to requiring oppreſſive ſecurity from 
a claimant of ſhips and goods ſeized before-he was allow- 
ed to defend his property. 

Alſo 12 Geo. III. ch. 24. entitled, An a&t for the 
better ſecuring his majeſty's dock yards, magazines, ſhips, 
ammunition and ſtores,” which declares a new offence in 
America, and deprives the American ſubject of a conſti- 
tutional trial by jury of the vicinage, by authorizing the 
rial of any perſon charged with the committing any of- 
tence deſcribed in the faid act out of the realm, to be in- 

8 8 dicted 
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cured by provincial laws. That they had a right peace- 1774. 


1386 Tas HISTORY or Tat 


1774: dicted and tried for the ſame in any ſhire or county wich- 
in the realm. 
Alſothe three acts paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment for ſtopping the port and blocking up the harbour 
| of Boſton,---for altering the charter and government of 
Maſſachuſetts Bay, and that which is entitled, „An act 
for the better adminiſtration of juſtice, &c.” ' 

Alſo the act paſſed in the ſame ſeſſion, for eſtabliſhing 
the Roman Catholic religion in the province of Quebec, 
aboliſhing the equitable ſyſtem of Engliſh laws, and erect- 
ing a tyranny there to the great, danger (from ſo total a 
diflimilarity of religion, law and goverument) of the neigh- 
bouring Britiſh colonies, by the affiſtance of whoſe blood 
and treaſure the ſaid 2 had been conquered from 
France. 

Alſo the ad paſſed in thi ſame ſeſſion, for the better 
providing ſuitable quarters for officers and ſoldiers in his 
majeſty's ſervice in North - America. 2 

Alſo that the keeping a ſtanding army in 8 of 
theſe colonies in time of peace, without the conſent of the 
legiſlature of that colony in which ſuch army was kept, 
was againſt law. 

Congreſs declared, that they could not fubmit to theſe 
grievous acts and meaſures. In hopes that their fellow 
ſubjects in Great-Britain would reſtore the colonies to 
that ſtate in which both countries found happineſs and 
proſperity, they reſolved for the preſent only to purſuc 
the following peaceable meaſures: iſt, To enter into a 
non-importation, non-conſumption and non-exportation 
agreement or aſſociation; 2d, To prepare an addreſs to 
the people of Great-Britain, and a memorial to the inha- 
bitants of Britiſh America; and 3dly, to prepare a loyal 
addreſs to his majeſty. 

By the aſſociation they bound themſelves and their 
ee from and after the 1ſt day of December 
next, not to import into Britiſh America, from Great-Bri- 
tain or Ireland, any goods, wares or merchandize, what- 
ſoever not to purchaſe any ſlave, imported after the 
ſaid firſt day of December not to purchaſe or uſe any 
tea, imported on account of the Eaſt-India company, or 
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any on which a duty hath been or ſhall be paid; and from 1774. 
and after the firſt day of the next enſuing March, neither 


to purchaſe or uſe any Eaſt · India tea whatever. - That 
they would not after the tenth day of the next Septem- 
ber, if their grievances were not previouſly redreſſed, ex- 
port any commodity whatſoever, to Great-Britain, Ireland 
or the Weſt-Indies, ęxeept rice to Europe. That the 
merchants ſhould; as ſoon as poſſible, write to their cor- 
reſpondents in Great-Britain and Ireland, not to ſhip any 
goods to them on any pretence whatever; and if any 
merchant there, ſhould ſhip any goods for America, in 
order to contravene the non-importation agreement, they 
would not afterwards have any commercial connexion 
with ſuch merchant; that ſuch as were owners of veſſela, 
ſhould give, poſitive orders to their captains and maſters, 
not to receive on. board their veſſels, any goods prohibit- 
ed by the ſaid ,non-importation agreement; that they 
would uſe their endeavours to improve the breed of ſheep 
and increaſe their numbers to the greateſt extent; that 
they would encourage frugality, economy and induſtry, 
and promote agriculture, arts and American manufac- 
turesz that they would diſcountenance and diſcourage 
every ſpecies of extravagance and diſſipation, and that 


on the death of relations or friends, they would wear no 


other mourniag than a ſmall piece of black crape or rib- 


bon; that ſuch as were venders of goods, ſhould not take 2 


any advantage of the ſcarcity ſo as to raiſe. their prices; 
that if any perſon ſhould import goods after the firſt day 
of December, and before the firſt day of February, then 
next enſuing, the ſame ought to be immediately reſhipped 
or delivered up to a committee to be ſtored or fold: in 
the laſt caſe, all the clear profits to be applied towards the 
relief of the inhabitants of Boſton; and that if any goods 
ſhould. be imported after the firſt day of February, then 
next enſuing, they ſhould be ſent back without breaking 
any of the packages; that committees be choſen in every 
county, city and town, to obſerve the conduct of all per- 
ſons touching the aſſociation, and to publiſh in gazettes, 
the names of the violaters of it, as foes to- the rights of 


Britiſh America; that the committees of correſpondence 
; in 
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1774. in the reſpective colonies frequently inſpect the 050 of 
WYW their cuſtom houſes, and inform each other from time to 


time of the true ſtate thereof; that all manufactures of 
America ſhould be ſold at reaſonable prices; and no ad- 
vantages be taken of a future ſcarcity of goods; and laſt- 
ly, chat they would have no dealings or intercourſe what- 
ever, with any province or colony of North-America, 
which ſhould not accede to, or ſhould violate the afore- 


ſaid affociations.” Theſe ſeveral reſolutions, they bound 


themſelves and their conſtituents, by the ſacred ties of 
virtue, honour and love of their "gary, to ober ve till 
their grievances were redreſſed. 

In their addreſs to the ba of Great-Britain they 
complimented them for having at every hazard maintained 
their independence, and tranſmitred the rights of man 
and the bleſſings of liberty to their poſterity, and requeſt- 


ed them not to be ſurpriſed, that they who were de- 


ſcended from the ſame common anceſtors, ſhould refuſe 
to ſurrender their rights, liberties and conſtitution. They 
proceeded to ſtate their rights and their grievances, and 
to vindicate themſelves from the charges of being ſediti- 
ous, impatient of government and deſirous of indepen- 
dency. They ſummed up their wiſhes in the following 
words, Place us in the ſame fituation that we were, at 
the cloſe of the laſt war, and our former hartaGny will 
be reſtored.” 

lsa the memorial of Congref to the inhabitants of the 
Britiſh colonies, they recapitulated the proceedings of 
Great-Britain againſt them, fince the year 1763, in order 
to impreſs them with a belief, that a deliberate ſyſtem was 
formed for abridging their liberties. They then proceed- 
ed to ſtate the meaſures they had adopted to counteract 
this ſyſtem, and gave the reaſons which induced them to 
adopt the ſame. They encouraged them to ſubmit to the 
inconveniencies of non-importation and non-exportation 
by defiring them “ to weigh in the oppoſite Balance the 
endleſs miſeries, they and their deſcendants muſt endure 
from an eſtabliſhed arbitrary power.“ They coucluded 


with informing them that the ſchemes agitated againſt 


the colonies, had been ſo conducted as to render it pru- 
dent 
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t to extend their views to mournful events, and to be ' 74. 
dent to exten 7 


in all reſpects prepared for every contjingency.?ꝰ 

In the petition of Congreſs to the king, they begged 
leave to lay their grievances before the throne. After a 
particular enumeration of theſe, they obſerved that they 
wholly aroſe from à deſtructive ſyſtem of colony admi- 
niſtration, adopted fince the coneluſſon of the laſt war. 
They aſſured bis majeſty that they had made ſuch. pro- 
viſion for defraying the' charges of the adminiſtration of 
juſtice, and the ſupport of civil government, as bad been 
judged juſt and fuirable to their reſpeQive circumſtances, 
and that for the defence, protection and ſecurity of the 
colonies, their militia would be fully ſufficient in time of 
peace, and in caſe of war they were 'ready and willing, 
when conſtitutionaliy required, to exert their moſt ſtre- 
nuqQus efforts in granting ſupplies and raiſing forces. 
They faid, “ we aſk but for peace, liberty and ſafety. 
We wiſh not a diminution of the prerogative, por do 
we ſolicit the grant of any new right in our favour. 
Your royal authority over us, and out cofinexion with 
Great-Britain, we ſhall always «carefully and zealouſly 
endeavour to ſupport and maintain.” They then ſolicited 
for a redreſs of their grievances, which they had enu- 
merared, and appealing to that Being, who ſearches tho- 
roughly the hearts of his creatures, they ſolemnly pro- 
fefſed, © that their counſels had been influenced by no 


other motives, than a dread of impending deſtruction.“ 


They concluded with imploring his majeſty, © for the honor 
of Almighty God, for his own glory, for the intereſts of 
his family, for the ſafety of his kingdoms and dominions, 
that as the loving father of his whole people, connected 
by the ſame” bonds of law, loyality, faith and blood, 
though dwelling in various countries, he would not ſuffer 
the tranſcendent relation formed by theſe ties, to be far- 
ther violated by uncertain expectation of effects, that 
if attained never could compenſate for the 8 
through which they muſt be gained.? 

The Congreſs alſo addreſſed the French, inhabitants of 


Canada, In this they lated the right they had on be- 


coming Engliſh fubjeQs, to the benefits of the Engliſh 
conſtitution 
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1774. 1 They explained what theſe rights were, 
and pointed out the difference between the- conſtitution 
impoſed on them by act of parliament, and that ro which 
as, Britiſh ſubjects they were entitled, , They introduced 
their countryman Monteſquieu, as reprobating their par- 
liamentary conſtitytion, and exhorting them to join their 
fellow coloniſts in ſupport of their common righis. They 
carneſtly invited them 10 join with the other colonies in 
one ſocial compact, formed on the generous principles of 
equal liberty, and to this end recommended, that they 

would chuſe delegates to repreſent them in Congreſs. 
All theſe addreſſes were written with uncommon ability. 
Coming from the heart, they were calculated to move it. 
Ins pired hy a love of liberty, and rouſed by a ſenſe of com- 
mon danger, the patriots of that day ſpoke, wrote and 
ated, with an animation unknown in times of public tran- 
quility; but it was not ſo much on the probable effect of 
theſe addreſſes, that Congreſs founded. their hopes of 
obtaining a redreſs of their grieyanccs, as on the conſe- 
quences which they expected from the operation of their 
non-importation, and non- exportation agreement. The 
ſucceſs that had followed the adoption of a meaſure ſi- 
milar to the former, in two preceding inſtances, had en- 
couraged the coloniſts to expect much from a repetition of 
it. They indulged, in, extravagant opinicns of the im- 
portance of their trade to Great-Britain, The meaſurc 
of a non-exportation of their commodities was a new 
expedient, and from that, even more was expected than 
from the non-importation agreement. They ſuppoſed 
that it would produce ſuch extenſive diſtreſs among the 
merchants * manufacturers of Great- Britain, and eſ- 
pecially among the inhabitants of che Britiſh Weſt-India 
iſlands, as would induce their general co-operation in 
procuring a redreſs of American grievances. Events 
proved that young nations, like young people, are pronc 

to over rate their own importance. 

October Congreſs having finiſhed all this i important buſineſs, in 
26. leſs than eight weeks, difſolved themſelves, after giving 
their opinion, that another Congreſs ſhould be held 


on the 10th of May next enſuing at Philadelphia, unleſ 
the 
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the redreſs of their grievances ſhould be previouſly ob- 


tained,” and recommending ** to all the colonies to chuſe 
deputies as ſoon as poſſible, to be ready to attend at that 
time and place, ſhould events make their meeting ne- 
ceſſary. 

On the publication of the proceedings of Congreſs, 
the people obtained that information which they deſired. 
Zealous to do ſomething for their country, they patiently 
waited for the deciſion of that body, to whoſe direction 
they had reſigned \ themſelves. Their determinations 
were no ſooner known, than they were cheerfully obey- 
ed. Though their power was only adviſory, yet their 
recommendations were more generally and more effectually 
carried into execution, than the laws of the beſt regulat- 
ed ſtates. Every individual felt his liberties endangered, 
and was impreſſed with an idea, that his ſafety conſiſted 
in union. A common intereſt in warding off a common 
danger, proved a powerful incentive to the moſt implicit 
ſubmiſſion ;---provincial congreſſes and ſubordinate, com- 
mittees were every where inſtituted. The reſolutions 
of the Continental Congreſs, were ſanctioned with the 
univerſal approbation of theſe new repreſentative bodies, 
and inftitutions were formed under their direction to 
carry them into effect. 

The regular conſtitutional aſſemblies alſo gave their 
afſent to the meaſures recommended. The aſſembly of 
New-York, was the only legiſlature which withheld its 
approbation, Their metropolis had long been head 
quarters of the Britiſh army in the colonies, and many 
of their beſt families were connected with people of in- 
fluence in Great-Britain. The unequal diſtribution of 
their land, foſtered an ariſtocratic ſpirit. From the ope- 
ration of theſe and other cauſes, the party for royal go- 
vernment, was both more numerous and reſpectable in 
New-York, than in any of the other colonies. 

The aſſembly of Pennſylvania, though compoſed of 
a majority of Quakers, or bf thoſe who were friendly to 
their intereſt, was the firſt legal body, of repreſentatives 
that ratified unanimouſly the acts of the general Congreſs. 
They not only voted their approbation of what that 

body 
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1794: dody had done, but appointed members to repreſent 


them in the new Congreſs, propoſed to be held on the 
10th day of May next enſuing, and took ſundey ſteps to 
put the province in a poſture of defence. · 

To relieve the diſtreſſes of the people of Boſton, li- 
beral collections were made throughout the colonies, and 
forwarded for the ſupply of their immediate . neceſſities, 
Domeſtic manufactures were encouraged, that the wants of 
the inhabitants from the non · importation agreement might 
de diminiſhed, and the greateſt zeal was diſcovered by a 
large majority of the people, to comply with the deier- 
minations of theſe new made repreſentative bodies. In 
this manner, while the forms of the old government ſub- 
fiſted, a new and independent. authority was virtually eſ- 
tabliſhed. It was ſo univerſally the ſenſe of the people, 
that the public good required a compliance with the re- 
commendations of Congreſs, that any man who diſco- 
vered an anxiety about the continuance of trade and bu- 
fineſs, was conſidered as a ſelfiſh individual, preferring 

rivate intereſt to the good of his country. Under the 
influence of theſe principles, the intemperate zeal of the 
populace, tranſported them frequently ſo far beyond the 
limits of moderation, as to apply ſingular puniſhments to 
particular perſons, who e ee the general ſenſe of 
the community. 

The Britiſh miniſtry were not leſs diſappointed than 
mortified at this unexpected combination of the colonies. 
They had flattered themſelves with a belief, that the mal- 
contents in Boſton were a ſmall party headed by a few 
factious men, and that the majority of the inhabitants 
would arrange themſelves on the fide of government, as 
ſoon as they found Great-Britain determined to ſupport 
her authority, and ſhould. even Maſſachuſetts, take part 
with its offending capital, they could not believe that the 
other Tolonies would make a common cauſe in ſupport- 
ing ſo intemperate a colony: but ſhould even that expec- 
tation fail, they conceived that their aſſociation muſt be 
founded on principles ſo adverſe to the intereſts and fec!- 
ings of individuals, that it could not be of long duration. 


They were encouraged in theſe ill founded opinions by 
the 
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the recolletion that the colonies were frequently quar- 1774. 


ligion, and under the influence of a variety of local pre · 
judices, jealouſies and averſions. They alſo remembered 
the obſtacles which prevented the colonics from acting 
together, in the execution of ſchemes, planned for their 
own. defence, in the late war againſt the French and Ins 
dians. The failure of the expected co-operation of the 
colonies in one uniform ſyſtem at that time, was not only 
urged by the Britiſh miniſtry, as a reaſon for parliament» 
ary control over the whole, but flattered them with a 
delufive hope, that they never could be brought to com- 


dine their counſels and their arms. Perhaps the co- 


loniſts apprehended more danger from Britiſh'encroach- 
ments on their liberties, than from French encroachment 
on Indiag territories, in their neighbourhood: or more pro- 
bably the time to part being come, the Governor of the 


Univerſe, by a ſecret influence on their minds, diſpoſed 


them to union, From whatever cauſe it proceeded, it 
is certain, that a diſpoſition to do, to ſuffer, and to ac- 
commodate, ſpread from breaſt to breaſt, and from co- 
lony to colony, beyond the reach of human calculation. 
It ſeemed as though one mind infpired the whole. The 
merchants put far behind them the gains of trade, and 
cheerfully ſubmitted to a total ſtoppage of buſineſs, in 
obedience to the recommendations of men, inveſted with 

no legiſlative powers. The cultivators of the ſoil, with 
great unanimity aſſented to the determination, that the 
hard earned produce of their farms, ſhould remain un- 


ſhipped, although in caſe of a free exportation, many would | 


have been eager to have purchaſed it from them, at advanced 
prices. The ſons and daughters of eaſe, renounced im- 
ported conuveniencies, and voluntarily engaged to cat, 
drink, and wear, only fuch articles as their country afford- 
ed. Theſe ſacrifices were made, not from the prefſure of 
preſent diftreſs, but on the generous principle! of ſympa- 
thy, with an invaded ſiſter colony, and the prudent po- 


licy of gudrding againſt a precedent which might; in a - 


future day, ae againſt their liberties. 
T This 


relling about boundaries, claſhing in intereſt, differing ii 
policy, manners, cuſtoms, forms of government and re- 
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This ſeaſon of univerſal diſtreſs, exhibited à ſtriking 


WYS poof, how pratticable it is for mankind to ſacrifice cafe, 


pleaſure, and intereſt, when the mind is ſtrongly excited 
by its paſſions. - In the widſt of their "ſufferings, cheer- 
fulneſs appeared in the face of all the people. They 
counted every thingcheap in compariſon with liberty, and 
readily gave up whatever tended to endanger it. A no- 
ble ſtrain of generoſity and mutual ſupport was gene- 
rally excited. A great and powerful diffuſion of public 
ſpirit took place. The animation of the times, raiſed the 
actors in theſe ſcenes above themſelves, and excited them 
to deeds of '{cHf denial, which the intereſted 9 j1 rm of 
calmer ſeaſons can ſcarcely credit. © © © 


— — — 
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7 ranſations in Great-Britain, in conſequence of. the pro- 
ceedings of Congreſs, in 1774. 

OME time before the proceedings of Congreſs reach- 

ed England, it was juſtly apprehended chat a non- 
importation agreement would be one of the meaſures 
they would adopt, The miniſtry apprehending that this 
event, by diſtreſſing the trading and manufacturing rowns, 
might influence votes againſt the court, in the election of 


a new parliament, which was of courſe to come on in 


the ſucceeding year, ſuddenly diffolved the parliament, 
and immediately ordered anew one to be choſen. It was 
their deſigu to have the whole buſineſs of elections over, 
before the inconveniences of a, non- importation agree- 
ment could be felt. The nation was thus ſurpriſed into 
an election without knowing that the late American acts, 
had driven the colonies into a firm combination, to ſup- 
port, and make a common cauſe, with the people of Maſ- 
ſachuſettis. A new parliament was returned, which met 
in thirty-four days after the proceedings of Congreſs 


were firſt publiſhed in Philadelphia, and before they were 


known in Great- Britain. This, for the moſt part con- 
ſiſted, either of the former ny N _—_ wits held 
fimilar ſentiments, - | 

| On 


* 
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On the zoth of November, the king i in his ſpeech to 1774. 
his new parliament infor med them, that a moſt daring 


ſpirit of reſiſtance aud diſobedience to the laws, unhap- 
pily prevailed i in the province of Maſſachuſetts, and had 
broke forth in freſh violences of a very criminal nature, 
and that theſe proceedings had been countenanced and 
encouraged in his other colonies, and unwarrantable at- 
tempts had been made to obſtruct the commerce of his 
kingdoms: by unlawful combinations, and that he had 
taken ſuch'meaſures, and given ſuch orders as he judged. 
moſt. proper and effectual, for carrying into execution the 
laws which were paſſed in the laſt ſeflion of the late par- 
liament, relative to the province of Maſſachuſetts.” 

An addreſs which was propoſed in the houſe of com- 
mons in anſwer to this ſpecch, produced a warm debate. 
The miniſter was reminded of the great effects he had 
predicted from the late American acts. They were to 
humble that whole continent, without further trouble, 
and the puniſhment of Boſton, was to ſtrike ſo univerſal 
2 panic on all che colonies, that it would be totally aban- 
doned, and inſtead of obtaining relief, a dread of the 
ſame fate would awe the other provinces to a moſt reſ- 
pectful ſubmiſſion.” An addreſs re eochoing the royal 
ſpeech, was nevertheleſs carried by a great majority. A 
ſimilar addreſs was carried, after a ſpirited debate, in the 
upper houſe, but the lords Richmond, Portland, Rocking- 
ham, Stamford, Stanhope, Torriogton, Ponſonby, Wy- 
combe and Camden, entered a proteſt againſt it, which con- 
cluded with theſe remarkable words. Whatever may 
be the miſchievous deſigns, or the inconfiderate temerity 
which leads others to this deſperate courſe, we wilh to 
be known as perſons who have diſapproved of meaſures 
ſo injurious in their paſt effects, and future tendency; 
and-who-are not in haſte, without enquiry or informa- 
tion, to commit ourfelves ig declaratipns, which may 
precipitate 908 country into all the calamities of a civil 
war.“. 

Soon after the meeting of the new parliament, the 
proceedings of the Congreſs reached Great-Britain. 
The firſt iaprefſion made by them, was in favour of 

+ America. 
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1774. America. Adminiſtration ſeemed to be ſtaggered, and 
◻ their oppoſers triumphed, in the eventual truth of their 
prediction, that an univerſal confederacy to reſiſt Great- 
Britain, would be the conſequence of the late American 
acts. The ſecretary of ſtate, after a days peruſal, dur. 
ing which a council was held, ſaid that the petition of 
Congreſs to the King, was a decent and- proper one. He 
alſo cheerfully undertook to preſent it, and afterwards 
reported, that his majeſty was pleaſed very graciouſly to 
receive it, and to promiſe to lay it before his two houſes 
of parliament. From theſe favourable circumſtances, 
the ſanguine friends of America, concluded that it was in- 
tended to make the petition, the foundation of a change 
of meaſures, but theſe hopes were of ſhort duration. 
The warmer partiſans of adminiſtration, placed ſo 
much confidence, in the efficacy of the meaſures, 'they 
had lately taken to bring the Americans to obedience, 
that they regarded the boldeſt reſolutions of Congreſs, 
as the idle clamors of an unruly multitude, which pro- 
per exertions on the part of Great-Britain would ſpeedily 
filence. $0 much had been aſſerted and contradicted by 
both partics, that the bulk of the people could form no 
certain opinion, on the ſubject. 
The parliament adjourned for the chriſtmas holidays, 
without coming to any deciſion on American affairs. As 
1775. ſoon as they met in January, a number of papers, con- 
_* taining information, were laid before them. \ Theſe were 
- moſtly letters from governors, and other ſervants of his 
majeſty, which detailed the oppoſition of the coloniſts, in 
| language calculated to giye a bad impreflion of their paſt 
conduct, and an alarming one of their future intentions. 
It was a circumſtance unfavourable to the lovers of 
peace, that the rulers of Great -Britain received almoſt 
| the whole of their American intelligence from thoſe, who 
had an jntereſt in deceiving them. Governors, judges, 
revenue: officers, and other royal ſervants, being both ap- 
pointed and paid by Great-Britain, fancied that zeal for 
the intereſt of that country, would be the Moſt likely 


Yay d dee their farther promotion. They were there. 
fore 
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fore, in their official. diſpmehes, 40 government, E 1776 
tempted to abuſe the coloniſts, with a view of magnifying uo + 
their own 'watchiulneſs aud recommending themſclyes to 
Great-Britain,..: The plain, ſimple language af truch, was, 
not acceptable, 10 courtly cars... Miniſters received: and 
careſſed thoſe, aud thoſe only, whoſe' repreſentations. co- 
incided with thelr own views and wiſhes, They who con- 
tended that by tbe ſpirit of the Engliſh conſtitution Bei- 
tiſh ſubjects, reſding on one fide of the Atlantic, were en; 
titled to equal privileges with thoſe who refided on the 
other; were unnoticed, while the abettory of miniſterial- 
meaſures were heard with attention. 

In this hour of national. infatuation lord Chatham, af. Jan. 20, 
tex a long retirement, reſutacd! bis ſeat in the houſe of 
lords, and exerted hig unrivalled: eloquence, in ſundry ate, 
tempts to diſſuade bis/'countrymen from attempting to ſub- 
due the Americans by force of arms. Tho native dignity 
of his ſuperior genius, and the recollection of his import- 
ant ſervices, entitled him to diſtinguiſhed notice) His 
language, voice, and geſture, were calculated to force con- 
riction on his hearers. Though venerable for his age, be 
ſpoke with the fire of youth, He introduced himſelf with 
ſome general obſervations on the importance of the A- 
merican quarrel. He enlarged on the dangerous events 
that were coming on the nation, in conſequence of the pre- 
ſcat diſpute. He arrajgned the conduct of miniſters with 
great ſeverity; and reprobated their whole ſyſtem of A- 
merican politics, and moved that an humble addreſs, be 
preſented to his majeſty, moſt humbly to adviſe and be- 
eech him to diſpatch orders to general Gage, to remove 
his majeſty's forces from the town of Boſton. His lord- 
ſhip ſupported this motion in 2 pathetic animated ſpeech, 
but it was rejected by a great majority. From this and 
other circumſtances it ſoon became evident, that the 
Americans could expect no more favour from the 
new parliament, than they had experienced from the 
late ane. A majority in both houſes was againſt 
them, and reſolved tocompel them to obedience ; but a re- 
ſpectable minority in their favour was ſtrongly ſeconded 
7 petitions from the merchants and manufacturers, 


throughout 
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17755 ' thi6tghout the kingdom, and particularly by thoſe of 


don and Briſtol. As theſe were well appriſed of the 
cunſequenees that muſt follow from a proſecution of co- 
ereive meaſures, and deeply intereſted in the event, they 
made uncommon exertions to prevent their adoption. 
They eireumſtantially pointed out the various evils that 
would reſult from them, and faithfully warned their 
couutrymen of the danger, ro whith —— in- 
een were enpoſed. 1 Fe 
Wen the petirion from the e 1 was 
reud in the houſe of commons, it was moved to refer it 
to the committee appointed to take into conſideration the 


American papers but it was moved by way of amend- 


SGlatgow, Norwich, Liverpool, Mancheſter, Birmingham, 


ment on the miniſterial ſide, that it ſhould be referred to 
a ſeparate committee, to meet on the 25th, the day ſuc- 
ceeding that appointed for the conſideration of American 
papers. This, though ——ů — 
by a majority of morecthan two to one. 
A fimilar fate attended the petitions * Briſtol, 


Woolverhampton, Dudley, and ſome other places. Theſe 
on their being preſented; were in like manner conſigned 
to what the ern nee termed, the committee 
of obiivion. — KI en 

About the ſame Wen petition was offered 1 Mr. 
Bollan, De Franklin, and Mr. Lee, ſtating that they were 
authorized by Congreſs to preſent their petition to the 
king, which his majeſty had referred to that houſe, and 
that they were enabled to throw great light on the ſub- 
je&, and praying to be heard at the bar, in ſupport of 
the ſaid petition. The friends of the miniſtry alledged, 
that as Congreſs was not a legal body, nothing could be 
received from them. It was in vain replied, that the Con- 
greſs; however legal as to other purpoſes, was ſufficient- 
ly legal for prefenting a petition, and that as it was ſigned 
by the individual members of Congreſs, it might be receiv- 
ed as a petition from individuals.---Thar the figners of it 
were perſons of great influence in America, and it was 


the right of all ſubjects to have their petitions beard. 


In 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 


Ia the courſe of the debate om lord Chatham's mation 1776. 
for addreſſing his majeſty to withdray his troops from 


Boſton, it had been obſerved by ſome lords in adminiſtra» 
tion, that it was common and eaſy to cenſure their mea - 
ſurcs, but thoſe who did ſo, propoſed nothing better. 
Lord Chatham anſwered, that he ſhould nat be one of 
thoſe idle cenſurers, that he had thought long and cloſely 


upon the ſubject, and purpoſed ſoon to lay before their peb. 1ſt. 


lordſhips the reſult of his meditations, in a plan for heal- 
ing tlie differences between Great- Britain and the colonies, 
and for reſtoring peace to the empire. When he had 
matured his plan, he introduced it into the houſe, in the 
form of à bill for ſettling the traubles in America In 
this he propoſed that the coloniſts ſhould make a full ac- 
knowledgement of the ſupremacy of the legiſlature, and 
the ſuperintending power of the Britiſh parliament. The 
bill did not abſoluiely decide on the right of taxation, but 
partly as a matter of grace, and partly as a compromiſe, 
declared and enacted, | that no tollage tax, or other 
charge, ſhould be levied in America, except by common 
conſent in their provincial aſſemblies. It aſſerted the 
right of the king to ſend a legal army to any part of his 
dominions at all times, but declared, that no military 
force could ever be lawtully employed to violate or deſtroy 
the juſt rights of the people.” - It alſo legaliſed the hold- 
ing a Congreſs in the enſuing May for the double pur- 
pole “of recogniſing the ſupreme legiſlative authority, 
and ſuperintending power of parliament over the colonies, 
and for making 4 grant to the king, his heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors, of a certain and perpetual revenue, ſubject to the 
diſpoſition of parliament, and applicable to the alleviation 
of the natibnal debt. On theſe conditions the dill pro- 
poſed, “ to reſtrain the powers of the admiralty courts 
to their ancient limits, and ſuſpended for a limited time, 
thoſe acts which had been complained of by Congreſs.” 
It propoſed to place the judges in America on the fame 
footing, as to the holding of their ſalaries and offices, with 
thoſe in England, and ſecured to the tolonies all the pri- 
vileges, franchiſes, and immunities, granted by their ſeveral 
charters and conſtitutions. His lordſhip introduced this 
| via plan 


Dr 
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| , 99g. plats with «ſpeech, in which he explained and: ſupported 
| Gr every part of it. When he ſat down, lord Dartmouth 
roſe and ſaid; * it contained matter of ſuch magnitude as 
to-require conſideration, and therefore hoped, chat the 
noble Earl did not expect their lordſhips to decide upon 
it by an immediate vote; but would be willing it ſnould lie 
on the table for conſideration.“ Lord Chatham anſwer- 
ed, that he expected rio more, but lord Sandwich 
roſey and in a petulane-ſpeech oppoſed its being received 
at all, and gave his opinion, that it ought lininediately 
to be rejected with the contempt it deſerved. That he 
could not believe it to be the production of any Britiſh 
peer -that it appeared to him rather the work of ſome 
American,“ and turning his face towards Dr. Franklin, 
who was leaning on the bar, ſaid, he fancied he had in 
his eye the perſon who drew it up, one of the bittereſt 
and . moſt” miſchievous enemies this country had ever 
known.” This turned the eyes of many lords on the 
Infulted American, who, with that ſelf command, which 
is peculiar to great minds, kept his countenance unmoved. 
Several other lofds of the adminiſtration gave their ſen- 
timents alſo, for rejecting lord Chatham's conciliatory 
bill, urging that it not only gave a ſanction to the traiter- 
dus proceedings of the Congreſs already held, but legaliſed 
their future meeting. They enlarged on the rebellious 
temper and hoſtile diſpoſition of the Americans, and ſaid, 
% that, though the duty on tea was the pretence, the re- 
ſtrictions on their commerce, and the hopes of throwing 
them off, were the real motives of their diſobedience, and 
that * concede now, would be to give up the polat for- 
ever.” 

The Dukes of Richmond and Mancheſter, lord Cam- 
den, lord Lyttleton and others, were for receiving lord 
Chatham's conciliatory bill ſome from approbation of 
its principles, but others only ee to the cha- 

, racter and dignity of the houſe. 
Lord Dartmouth who, from indecifien rarely had any 
wilt or judgment of his own, and who. with diſpoſitions 
for the beſt meaſures, could be eaſily prevailed upon to 


* in — 1 the worſt, finding the oppoſition from 
his 
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his Eoadjutors in adminiſtration unexpectedly ſtrong, 1774. 
turned round and gave his voice with them for immediate 


ly rejecting the plan; lord Chatham, in reply to lord 
Sandwich, declared, © the bill propoſed by him to be en- 
tirely his own, but he made no ſcruple to declare, that if 
he were the firſt miniſter of the country, and had the care 
of ſettling this momentous buſineſs, he ſhould not be a- 
ſhamed of publicly calling to his affiſtance a perſon ſo 
perfectly acquainted with the whole of the American af- 
fairs as the gentleman alluded to, and fo injuriouſly re- 
flected upon (Dr. Franklin). One whom all Europe 
held in high eftimation for his knowledge and wiſdom, 
and ranked with her Boyles and her Newtons---who was 
an honour, not only to the Engliſh nation, but to human 
nature.” | ok | : 

The plan propoſed by lord Chatham was rejected, by 
2 majority of 64 to 32, and without being admitted to 


lie on the table. That a bill on fo important a ſubject, of- 


fered by oneof the firſt men of the age, and who, as prime 
miniſter of the nation, had but a few years before taken 
up Great-Britain when in the loweſt deſpondency, and 
conducted her to victory and glory, through a war with 


two of the moſt powerful kingdoms of Europe, ſhould be 


rejected without any confideration, or even a ſecond read- 
ing, was not only a breach of decency, but a departure 
from that propriety of conduct which ſhould mark the 
proceedings of a branch of the national legiſlature. It 
could not but ftrike every thinking American, that fuch 
legiſlators, influenced by paſton,prejudice,and party ſpirit, 
many of whom were totally ignorant of the ſubject, and 
who would not give themſelves an opportunity by a ſe- 
cond reading, or farther conſideration, to inform them- 
ſelves better, were very unfit to exerciſe unlimited ſupre- 
macy over three millions of virtuous, ſenſible people, in- 
habiting the other ſide of the globe. 
On the day after the rejection of lord Chatham's bill, 
a petition was Preſented to the houſe of commons, from 
the planters of the ſugar colonies reſiding in Great-Bri- 
rain, and the merchants of London trading to the colo- 
nies.---In this they ſtated, that the_Britiſh property in 
U the 


— 
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1775. the Weſt-India iſlands amounted to upwards of 30 mil. 


ons, and that a further property of many millions was 
7 


employed in the commerce created by the ſaid iſlands, 
and that the profits and produce of theſe immenſe capitals 
which ultimately centered in Great- Britain, would be de- 
ranged and endangered by the continuance of the Ame- 
rican troubles. The petitioners were on the 16th of the 


next month admitted to a hearing, when Mr. Glover, as 
their agent, ably demonſtrated the folly and danger of 


perſevering in the conteſt, but without any effect. The im- 
mediate coercion of. the colonies was reſolved upon, and 
the miniſtry would not ſuffer themſelves to be diverted 
from its execution. They were confident of ſucceſs, if 


they could once bring the controverſy to the deciſion of 


arms. They expected more from conqueſt than they 
could promiſe themſelves by negotiation or compromiſe. 
The free conſtitutions of the colonies and their rapid pro- 
greſs in population, were beheld with a jealous eye, as the 
natural means of independence. 'They conceived the moſt 
effectual method of retaining them long, would be to re- 
duce them ſoon. They hoped to be able to extinguiſh 
remonſtrance and debate by ſuch a ſpeedy and deciſive 
conqueſt, as would give them an opportunity to new mo- 
del the colonial conſtitutions, on ſuch principles as would 
have prevented future altercations on the ſubject of their 
chartered rights. Every repreſentation that tended to re- 
tard or obſtruct the coercion of the colonies, was there- 
fore conſidered as tending only to prolong the controver- 


 {y,---Confident of victory, and believing that nothing 


ſhort of it would reſtore the peace of the empire, ghe mi- 


niſtry turned a deaf ear to all petitions and repreſenta- 
tions, They even preſumed that the petitioners, when 
they found Great-Britain determined on war, would al- 
_ iſt in carrying it on with vigour, in order to expedite 


the ſettlement of the diſpute. They took it for granted, 
that when the petitioning towns were convinced that a 
renewal of the commercial intercourſe between the two 
countries would beſooner obtained by going on, than turn- 


ing back, that the ſame intereſt which led them at firſt 


to petition, would lead them afterwards to ſupport co- 
f ercive 
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ercive meaſures, as the moſt effectual and ſhorteſt way of 1775. 

ſecuring commerce from all future interruptions. GERI 
The determination of miniſters to perſevere was alſo 
forwarded by hopes of the defection of New-York from 
her fiſter colonies.---They flattered themſelves, that when 
one link of the continental chain gave way, it would be 
eaſy to make an impreſſion on the disjointed extremities. 
Every attempt to cloſe the breach which had been open- 
ed by the former parliament, having failed, and the mi- 
niſtry having made up their minds on the mode of pro- 


ceeding with the coloniſts, their propoſed plan was briefly 
| unfolded. This was to ſend a greater force to America, 
f and to bring in a temporary act to put a ſtop to all the 
f foreign trade of the New England colonies, till they ſhould 
y make proper ſubmiſſions and acknowledgments. An ad- 


dreſs to his majeſty was at the ſame time moved for, to 


4 « beſeech him to take the moſt effectual meaſures, to en- 

* force due obedience to the laws and authority of the ſu- — 
ſt preme legiflature.“ 

= Truly critical was that moment to the union of the 

Ty empire. A new parliament might, without the charge 


we of inconſiſtency, have repealed acts, paſſed by a former 
one, which had been found inconvenient on experiment z 
11d but pride and paſſion, under the ſpecious names of na- 
* tional dignity and zeal for the ſupremacy of parliament, 
induced the adoption of meaſures, for immediately com- 
pelling the ſubmiſſion of the colonies. 

The repeal of a few acts of parliament would, at this 
time, have ſatisfied America. Though ſhe had been extend - 
ing her claims, yet ſhe was ſtill willing that Great-Britain 
ſhould monopolize her trade, and that the parliament 
ſhould regulate it for the common benefit of the empire 
nor was ſhe diſpoſed to abridge his,majeſty of any of his 
uſual prerogatives. This authority was ſufficient for the 
Mother Country to retain the coloniſts in a profitable 
ſtate of ſubordination, and yet not ſo much as to be ins 
conſiſtent with their claims, or the ſecurity of their moſt 

important intereſts, Britain viewed the matter in a dif- 
ferent light, To recede at this time, would be to ac- 
knowledge, that the miniſtry had hitherto been in the 
. wrong 
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1775. wrong, a conceſſion rarely made by private perſons, but 


more rarely ſtill by men in public ſtations. The leading 
members in parliament, not diſtinguiſhing the oppoſition 
of freemen to unconſtitutional innovations, from the tur- 


bulence of licentious mobs breaking over the bounds of 


law and conſtitution, ſuppoſed that to redreſs grievances, 
was to renounce fovercignty. This inference, in ſome 


degree, reſulted from the broad baſis which they had 


aſſigned to the claims of the Mother. Country. If, as 
was contended, on the part of Great-Britain, they had 
a right to bind the colonies in all caſes whatſoever, and 
the power of parliament over them was abſolute and un- 
limited, they were. precluded from reſcinding any act of 
theirs, however oppreſſive, when demanded as a matter 
of right. They were too highly impreſſed with ideas of 
their unlimited authority to repcal any of their laws, on 
the principle, that they had not a conſtitutional power to 
enact them, and too unwiſe to adopt the ſame meaſure 
on the ground of political expediency. Unfortunately 
for both countries, two opinions were generally believed, 
neither of which was perhaps true in its utmoſt extent, 
and one of which was moſt affuredly falſe. The mi- 


niſtry and parliament of England proceeded on the idea, 


that the claims of the coloniſts amounted to abſolute in- 
dependence, and that a fixed reſolution to renounce the 
ſovereignty of Great-Britain was concealed, under the 
ſpecious pretext of a redreſs of grievances. The Ame- 
ricans on the other hand, were equally confident that 
the Mother Country not only harboured defigns un- 
friendly to their intereſts, but ſeriouſly intended to intro- 
duce arbitrary government. Jealoufies of each other 
were reciprocally iadulged to the. deſtruction of all con- 


Kdence, and to the final diſmemberment of the empire. 


In diſcuſſing the meaſures propoſed by the miniſter 
for the coercion of the colonies, the whole ground of 
the American controverſy was traverſed. . 'The compara- 
tive merits of conceſſion and coercion were placed in every 


point of view. Some of the minority in both hovſes of 


parliament, pointed out the dangers that would attend a 


war with America the likelihood of the interference of 
other 
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ather powers · L ihe probability of loſing, asd the impolli- 1754. 
bility. of gaining any thing more than was already poſ - 


ſeſſed. On the other hand, the friends of the miniſtry 


aſſerted that the Americans had been long aiming at in- 


dependence hat they were magnifying pretended grieve 
ances to cover a premeditated revolt---that it was the bu- 
ſineſs and duty of Engliſhmen, at every hazard to pre- 
vent its completion, and to bring them back to à remem- 
berance that their preſent greatneſs was owing to the Mo- 
ther Country; and that even their exiſtence; had been 
purchaſed at an immenſe expence of Britith blood and 
treaſure. They acknowledged the danger to be grear, but 
ſaid * it muſt be encountered; thateveryday'sdelayincreaſ« 
ed the evil, and that it would be baſe and cowardly to ſkife 
off for the preſent an unavoidable conteſt, 'which muſt 
fall with accumulated weight on the heads of thelr poſte- 
rity.” The danger of forcign interference was denied, 
and it was contended that an appearance of vigorous 
meaſures, with a farther reinforcement of troops at Boſ- 
ton, would be ſufficient to quell the diſturbances; and it 
was urged, that the friends of government were both 
ſtrong and numerous, and only waited for proper fup- 
port, and favourable circumſtances, todeclare themſelves. 
After long and warm debates, and one or two proteſts, 
the miniſterial plans were carried by great majorities, In 
conſequence thereof, on the gth of February, 1775, 4 
joint addreſs, from both lords and commons, was preſented 


to his majeſty, iv which © they returned thanks for the 


communication ot the papers relative to the ſtate of the 
Britiſh colonics in America, and gave it as their opinion, 
that a rebellion actually exiſted in the province of Maſ- 
ſachuſetts, and befceched his majeſty that he would take 
the moſt effectual meaſures to enforce due obedience to 
the laws and authority of the ſupreme legiſlature, and 
begged in the moſt ſolemn manner to aſſure his majeſty 
that it was their fixed reſolution, at the hazard of their 
lives and propertics, to ſtand by his majeſty againſt all 
rebellious attempts, in the maintenance of the juſt rights 


of his majeſty, and the two houſes of parliament.” 


. 


The 
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The lords, Richmond, Craven, Archer, Abergaveny, 


Rockingham, Wycombe, Courtenay, Torrington, Pon- 


ſonby, Chohnondeley, Abingdon, Rutland, Camden, Ef- 
fingham, Stanhope, Scarborough, Fitzwilliam and Tan- 


kerville, proteſted againſt this addreſs, ** as founded on 


no proper parliamentary information, being introduced 
by refuſing to ſuffer the preſentation of petitions againſt 
it (though it be the undoubted right of the ſubject to 
preſent the ſame) ·ͥ as following the rejection of every mode 
of conciliation---as holding out no ſubſtantial offer of 
redreſs of grievances, and as promiſing ſupport to thoſe 
miniſters who had inflamed America, and groſsly miſcon- 
ducted the affairs of Great-Britain.” 

By the addreſs, againſt which this proteſt was entered, 
the | parliament of Great-Britain paſſed the Rubicon. 
In former periods, it might be alledged that the claims 
of the colonies were undefined, and that thcir una- 
imous reſolution to defend them was unknown; 
but after a free repreſentation from twelve proviaces 
had ſtated their rights, and pledged themſelves to each 
other to ſupport. them, and their determinations were 
known, a reſolution that a rebellion actually exiſted, and 
that at the hazard of their lives and properties, they 
would ſtand by his majeſty againſt all rebellious at- 


- tempts, was a virtual declaration of war. Both parties 


were now bound in conſequence of their own acts, to 
ſubmit their controverſy to the decifion of arms. Iſſue 


. was joined by the approbation Congreſs had given to the 


Suffolk reſolves, and by this ſubſequent joint addreſs of 
| both houſes of parliament to his majeſty. It is probable 
that neither- party, in the beginning, intended to go thus 
far, but by the infcrutable operations of providence, each 
was permitted to adopt ſuch -meaſures asnot only rent the 


© empire, but involved them both, with their own conſent, 


in all the calamities of a long and bloody war. The an- 
ſwer from the throne to the joint addreſs of parliament, 
contained aſſurances of taking the moſt ſpeedy and ef- 
feftual meaſures for enforcing due obedience to the laws, 
and authority of the ſupreme legiſlature. This anſwer 
was accompanied with a meſſage to the commons, in 

| which 


- 
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which they were informed that ſome angmentation to 


1775. 


the forces by ſea and land would be neceſſary. An aug - 


mentation of 4383 men to the land forces, and of 2000 
ſcamen, to be employed for the enſuing year, was accord 
ingly aſked for, and carried without difficulty. By the 
firſt it was ſtated, that the force at Boſton would be ten 


— 


thouſand men, a number ſuppoſed to be ſufficient for 


enforcing the laws. Other ſchemes, in addition to a mi- 


litary force, were thought adviſable for promoting the 
projected coercion of the colonies. With this view a 
puniſhment was propoſed, ſo univerſal in its operation, 
that it was expected the inhabitants of the New-England 
colonies, to obtain a riddance of its heavy preſſure, would 
intereſt themſelves in procuring a general ſubmiſſion to 
parliament. Lord North moved for leave to bring in a 
bill to reſtrain the trade and commerce of the provinces 
of Maſſachuſetts Bay, and New-Hampſhire, the colonies 
of Connecticut and Rhode-Iſland, and Providence Plan- 
tations in North-America, to Great-Britain, Ireland, and 
the Britiſh iſlands in the Weſt-Indies, and to prohibit 
ſuch provinces and colonies from carrying on any fiſhery 


on the banks of Newfoundland, or other places therein 


to be mentioned, under certain conditions, and for a 
limited time. 'The motion for this bill was ſupported, by 
declaring that as the Americans had refuſed to trade 
with the Mother Country, they ought not to be permit- 
ted to trade with any other. It was known that the 
New-England colonies carried on a circuitous trade and 
fiſhing, on the banks of Newfoundland, to a great extent. 
To cut them off from this reſource, they were legiſla- 
tively forbidden to fiſh, or to carry on foreign trade. It 
was preſumed that the wants of a large body of people, 
deprived of employment, would create a clamor in fayour 
of reconciliation, . 

The Britiſh miniſtry erpecled to excite the ſame tem- 
per in the unemployed New- England men, that Congreſs 
meantto raiſe by the non-importation agreement, among 


Feb. to, 


the Britiſh merchants and manufacturers. The motion for 


thjs bill brought into view, the whole of the American 
controverſy. The oppoſers of it ſaid, that its cruelty 


exceeded 


- 
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1775. exceeded the examples of hoſtile rigour with avowed ene- 


mies; for that in themoſt dangerous wars, the fiſhiug craft 
was univerſally fpared---they defired the propoſer of the 
bill ro recollect, that he had often ſpoken of the multitude 
of friends he had in thoſe provinces, and that now”he 


_ ronfounded the innocent with the guilty friends with 


enemies, and Involved his own partizans in one common 
ruin with his oppoſers. They alledged farther, that the 
bill would operate againſt the people of Great-Britain, 
as the people of New- England were in debt to them, and 
had no other means of paying' that debt, but through 


tlie Giſhery, and the circuitous trade dependent on it. It 


was obſerved, that the fiſhermen being cut off from em- 
ployment muſt turn ſoldiers, and that therefore while 
they were provoking the Americans to reſiſtance by one 
Fer of acts, they were furniſhing them with the means of 
recruiting an army by another. The favourers of the bill 


denied the charge of ſeverity, alledging that the coloniſts 


could not complain of aby diſtreſs the bill might bring 
on them, as they not only deſerved it, but had ſet the 
example, 'that they had entered into unlawful combina- 
tions to ruin the merchants and manufacturers of Great- 
Britain. It was ſaid, that if any foreign power had of- 
fered a ſimilar inſult or injury, the whole nation would 
have demanded ſatisfaction- They contended that it was 
a bill of Humanity and mercy; for, ſaid they, the colo- 


niſts have incurred all the penalties of rebellion, and 


are liable to the ſevereſt military execution. Inſtead of 
infliting the extent of what they deſerved, rhe bill only 
propoſes tobring them to their ſenſes, by reſtricting their 


trade. They urged farther; that the meaſure was necel- 
ſary, for ſaid they, the Americans have frequent!y 
impoſed on us, by threatening to withdraw their trade, 
hoping through mercantile influence to bend the legifla- 
ture to their demands - that this was the third time they 
had thrown the commerce of Great-Britain into a ſtate 
of confuſion. That both colonies and commerce were 


better loſt than preſerved on ſuch terms. They added 


further, that they myſt either relinquiſh their connexion 
with America, or fix it on fuch -a baſis as would prevent 


a recur 
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return of theſe evils. They admitted the bill to be 197%. 
coercive, but ſaid, Thar the coercion which put the 2 


ſpeedieſt end to the 7 was eventually the moſt 
— a 

In the ef of the bill, a n from the mer- 
run and traders of London, who were intereſted in the 
American commerce, was preſented againſt it. They 
were heard by their agent, Mr. David Barclay, and a variety 
of witneſſes were examined before the houſe. In the courſe 
of their evidence it appeared that in the year 1764, the 
four provinces of New-England employed in their ſeve- 
ral fiſheries no leſs than 45,880 ton of ſhipping, and 
hoo men; and that the produce of their fiſheries that 
year, in foreign markets, amounted to 322, 220l. 168. 
Kerling. It alſo appeared that the fiſheries had very 
much increaſed fince that 'time---that all the materials 
uit in them, except ſalt, and the timber of which the 
veſſels were built, were purchaſed from Great-Britain; 
uud that the net proceeds of the whole were remitted 
thither. All this information was diſregarded. After 
much oppoſition” in both houſes, and a proteſt in the 
houſe of lords, the bilł was, by a great majority, finally ra- 
tified. So intent was the miniſtry and parliament on 
the coercion of the coloniſts, that every other intereſt 
was ſacrificed to its accompliſhment. . They conceived 
the queſtion between the two countries to be ſimply whe- 
ther they ſhould abandon their claims, and at once give 
up all the advantages ariſing from ſovereignty and com- 
merce, or reſort to violent meaſures for their ſecurity. 

Since the year 1769, when a ſecretary of ſtate offici- 
ally diſclaimed all views of an American revenue, little 
mention had been made of that ſubject, but the decided 
majority which voted with the miniſtry on this occaſion, 
emboldened lord North once more to preſent it to the 
view of his countrymen ; he therefore brought into par- 
lament a ſcheme which had the double recommendation 
of holding forth the ſemblance of conciliation, and the 
proſpect of an eaſement of Britiſh taxes, by a productive 
revenue from the colonies. This was à reſolution which 
paſſed on the the 2oth of February. | 
- 4. « Reſolved 


March 
30. 
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* Reſolved, That when the governor, council, and 


oro aſſembly, or general court, of any of his majeſty's provin- 


| conſiſtency of the ſcheme with their former declarations 


ces or colonies in America, ſhall propoſe to make provi- 
ſion according to the condition, circumſtances, and ſitu- 
ations of ſuch province or colony, for contributing their 


proportion for the common defence, (ſuch proportion to 


be-raiſed under the authority of the general court or ge- 
neral aſſembly of ſuch province or colony, and diſpoſable 
by parliament) and ſhall engage to make proviſion alſo 
for the ſupport of the civil government, and the admi- 


niſtration of juſtice in ſuch province or colony, it will be 


proper, if ſuch propoſal ſhall be approved by his ma- 
jeſty and the two houſes of parliament, and for ſo long 
as ſuch proviſion ſhall be made accordingly, to forbear, 
in reſpe& of ſuch province or colony, to levy any duty, 
tax, or aſſeſſment, except only ſuch duties as it may be 
expedient to continue to levy or to impoſe for the regu- 
lation of commerce, the net produce of the duties laſt 
mentioned, to be carried to the account of ſuch province 
or colony reſpectively.“ 

This was introduced by the miniſter in a long ſpeech, 
in which he afferted that it would be an infalli- 
ble touch ſtone to try the Americansz © if” ſaid he, 
«© their oppoſition is only founded on the principles 
which they pretend, they muſt agree with this propo- 
ſition, but if they have deſigns in contemplation different 
from thoſe they avow, their refuſal will convict them of 
duplicity.” The oppoſitions to the miniſter's motion ori- 
ginated among thoſe who had ſupported him in pre- 
vious queſtions. They objected to the propoſal that in 
effect it was an acknowledgment of ſomething grievous in 
the idea of taxing America by parliament, and that ic 
was therefore a departure from their own principles. 
They contended that it was improper to make conceſſions 
to rebels with arms in their hands, or to enter into any 
meaſures for a ſettlement with the Americans, in which 
they did not, as à preliminary, acknowledge the ſu- 
premacy of parliament. The miniſter was likely to be 
deſerted by ſome of his partizans, till others explained the 


It 


to this reſolution? Not the right of taxing America, for 
this is moſt exprefsly reſerved. Not the profitable exer- 
ciſe of this right, for it propoſed to enforce the only 
effenrial part of taxation, by compelling the Americans 
to raiſe not only what they, but what we, think reaſona- 
ble. We are not going to war for trifles and a vain 
poitit of honor, but for ſubſtantial revenue.” The mi- 
niſter farther declared, that he did not expect his propo- 
firion to be generally reliſhed by the Americans. But 
ſaid he, if it does no gyod in the colonies, it will do 
good here, it will unite the people of England, by hold- 
ing out to them a diſtin” object of revenue. He added 
farther, as it tends to unite England, it is likely to diſ- 
vnite America, for if only one province accepts the offer, 
their confederacy, which only makes them formidable, 
will be broken. 

The oppoſers of miniſtry attacked the propofition with 
the combined force of wit and argument. They ani- 
madverted on the inconſiſtency of holding forth the ſame 
reſolution as a meaſure of conceſſion, and as an affertion 
of authority. They remarked that hitherto it had been 
conſtantly denied that they had any conteſt about an 
American revenue---that the whole had been a diſ- 
pute about obedience to trade-laws, and the general le- 
giſlative authority of parliament, but now miniſters ſud- 
denly changed "their language, and propoſed to intereſt 
the nation---conſole the manufacturers and animare the 
ſoldiery, by perſuading them that it is not a conteſt for 
empty honour, but for the acquiſition of a ſubſtantial re- 
venue. It was ſaid that the Americans would be as ef- 
fectually taxed, without their conſent, by being compelled 
to pay a groſs ſum, as by an aggregate of ſmall duties to 
the ſame amount. That this ſcheme of taxation exceed- 
ed in oppreſſion any that the rapacity of mankind had hi- 
therto deviſed. In other caſes a ſpecific ſum was demand- 
ed, and the people might reaſonably preſume that the 
remainder was their own; but here they were wholly in 
the dark as to the extent of the demand. 

This propoſition, however for conciliation, though illy 
reliſhed 
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1775, reliſhed by many of the friends of miniſtry, was carried on a 
— diviſion of 274to 88. On its tranſmiſſion to the colonies, it, 
did not produce the effects of diſunion eapected from it. 1 
was unanimouſly rejected. The reaſon for this cannot be 
expreſſed better than in the act of Congreſs on that ſubject, 


which after a recital. of the ſaid conciliatory motion, pro- 


;ccededinthe followiog words, The Congreſs took the ſaid 
reſolution intoconſiderationgand are thereupon of opinion, 
© That the colonies of America are entitled to the ſole 
and excluſive privilege of giving and granting their own 
money. That this involves a right of deliberating whe- 
ther they will make any gift, for what purpoſes it ſhall de 
made, and what ſhall be its amount; and that it is a, high 
breach of this privilege for any body of men, extraneous 
to their Conſtitutions, io preſcribe the purpoſes for which 


money ſhall be levied on them, to take to themſelves, the 


authority of judging of their conditions, circumſtances, 
and ſituations, and:of dezermpiping the e of the con- 
tribution to be levied. 

That as the colonies poſſeſs a right of appropriating 
their gifts, ſo are they entitled at all times to enquire in- 
to their application, to ſee that they be not waſted among 
the venal and corrupt for the purpoſe of undermining 
the civil rights of the givers, nor yet be diverted to the 
ſupport of ſtanding armies, inconſiſtent with their, free- 
dom and ſubverſive of their quiet. To propoſe there- 
fore, as this reſolution does, that the monies given by the 
colonies ſhall be ſubject to the diſpoſal of parliament a- 
lone, is to prapoſe that they ſhall relinquiſh, this right of 
enquiry, and put it in the power of others to render their 
gifts ruinous, in proportion as they are liberal. | 

That this privilege of giving, or of withholding our 
monies, is an important barrier againſt the undue exertion 
of prerogative, which, if left altogether without controul, 
may be exerciſed to our great oppreſſion; and all hiſtory 
ſhews how efficacious is its interceſſion for redreſs of 
grievances, and re- eſtabliſhment of rights, and how im- 
provident it would be to part with fo powerful a medi- 
ator. 

We are of opinion that the propoſition contained in 

this 


% 
j 


| 
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this reſolution is unreaſonable and-infidious ; Unreaſons 1775. 
Wm 


able, becauſe, if we declare we atcede to it, we declare 
without reſervation, we will purchaſe the favour of par ; 
lament, not knowing at the ſame time at what price they 
will pleaſe to eſtimate their favpur 41 it is iofidious, be- 
cauſe, individual colonies, having bid and bidden again, 
till they find the avidity of the ſeller too great for all 
their powers 40. ſatisfy ; are then to return into oppoſi- 
tion, divided from their fifter colonies whom the miniſter 
will have previouſly detached by à grant of cafier terms, 
or by an art ful procraſtination of a defivitive anſwer. 


That the ſuſpenſion of the exereiſe of their pretended 


power of taxation being expreſsly made commenſurate 
with the continuance of our gifts, theſe muſt be perpetual 
to make that ſo. Whereas no experience has ſhewn that 
a gift of perpetual, revenue ſecures! a perpetual return of 
duty or of kiod diſpofitioa. On the, contrary, the parlia- 
ment itſelf, wiſely attentive to this obhſer vation, are in the 
eſtabliſhed practice of grantiog * Krka from year 
to year o .; > 7 

Deſirous, and And as we are to conſider, in the 
moſt diſpaſſionate view, every ſeeming advance towards 
2 reconciliation, made by the Britiſh,,parliament, let our 
brethren of Britain reflect what would have been the ſa- 
crifice to men of free ſpirits, had even fair terms been 
proffered, as theſe inſidious propoſals were, with circum- 
ſtances of inſult and, defiance. | A propoſition to give our 
money, accompanied with large flects and armies, ſeems 
addreſſed to our fears rather than to our freedom. With 
what patience would Britons have received articles of trea- 
ty from any power on earth when, born on the point of 
a bayonet by military Plenipotentiaries ? 


We think the attempt unneceſſary to raiſe upon us by 


force or by threats our proportional contributions to the 
common defence, when all know, and themſelves acknow- 
ledge, we have fully contributed, whenever called. upon 
to do ſo inthe character of freemen. 

We are of opinion it is not juſt that the colonies thould 
be required to oblige themſelves to other contributions, 
rale Ereat - Britain poſſeſſes a Monopoly of cheir trade. 

ö This 
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7775. This of itſelf lays them under heavy contribution. To de- 
WYW mand, therefore; additional aids in the form of a tax, is 
to demand the double of their equal proportion, if we are 
to contribute equally with the other parts of the empire, 
let us equally [with them, enjoy free commerce with the 
whole world. But while the reſtrictions on our trade 
ſhut to us the reſources of wealth, is it juſt we ſhould 
bear all other burthens, equally with my to wn ter every 
reſource is open ? | 

We conceive that the Britiſh ede has no right 
to intermeddlie with our proviſious for the ſupport of ci- 
vil government, or adminiſtration of juſtice. The pro- 
viñons we have made are ſuch as pleaſe ourſelves, and 
are agrecable to our on circumſtances: They anſwer 
the ſubſtantial purpoſes of government and of juſtice, and 
other purpoſes than theſe ſhould not be anſwered. We 
do not mean that our people ſhall be bur thened with op- 
preſſive taxes, to provide Gnecures for the idle or the 
wicked, under colour of providing for a civil liſt, While 
parliament purſue their plan of civil government within 
their own juriſdiction, we : alſo RP to Dane with- 
. ont moleſtativn. 

We are of opinion the propoſition is altogether unſa- 
tis factory; becauſe it imports only à ſuſpenſion of the 
mode, not a renunciation of the pretended” right to tax 

us: Becauſe too it does not propoſe to repeal the ſeveral 
 aQts of parliament, paſſed for» the purpoſes of reſtraining 
the trade, and altering the form- of government of one 
of our colonies ;' extending the boundaries and changing 
the government of Quebec; enlarging the juriſdiction of the 
courts of admiralty and vice-admiralty; taking from us the 
rights of a trial by jury of the vicinage, in cafes affecting 
both life and property; tranſporting us into other coun- 
tries to be tried for criminal offences; exempting by 
mock- trial the murderers of coloniſts from puniſhment ; 
and quartering ſoldiers on,us in times of profound peace. 
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Nor do they renounce” the power of ſuſpending our own 5 
"legiflatures, and for legiſlating for us themſelves, in all : 
caſes whatſoever. On the contrary, to ſhew they mean p 


no diſcontinuatice of injury, they paſs acts, at the very 
. time 


all 
an 
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ay 


time of holding out this propofition, for reſtraining} the 1776. 
commerce and fiſheries. of the provinces of New-Eogland, SY 


and for interdicting the trade of other colonies with all 
foreign nations, and with each other. This proves un- 
equivocally they mean not to relinquiſh the exerciſe as 
indiſcriminate legiſlation over us. 

Upon the whole, this propoſition ſeems to have — 


held up to the world, to deceive it into a belief that there 


was nothing in diſpute between us but the mode of levy- 
ing taxes ; and that the parliament having now been ſo 
good as to give up this, the colonies are unreaſonable if 
not perfectly ſatisfied: whereas, in truth, our adverſaries 
ſtill claim a right of demanding ad libitum, and of tax- 
ing us themſelves to the full amount of their demand, 
if we do comply with it. This leaves us without 
any thing we can call property. But, what is of more 
importance, and what in this propoſal they keep out of 
ſight, as if no ſuch point was now in conteſt between us, 
they claim a right to alter our charters and eſtabliſh laws, 
and leave us without aoy ſecurity for our lives or liber- 
ties The propoſition ſeems alſo to have been calculated 
more particularly to lull into fatal ſecurity, our well af- 
feted fellow ſubjects on the other ſide the water, till time 
hould be given for the operation of thoſe arms, which 


a Britiſh miniſter pronounced would inſtantaneouſly re- 


duce the“ cowardly” ſons of America to unreſerved 
ſubmiſſion. But when the world reflects, how inade- 
quate to juſtice are theſe vaunted terms; when it attends 


to the rapid and bold ſucceſſion of injuries, which, dur- 


ing a courſe of eleven years, have been aimed at theſe co- 
lonies ; when it reviews the pacific and reſpectful expoſ- 
tulations, which, during that whole time, were the ſole 
arms we oppoſed to them; when it obſerves that our 
complaints were either not heard at all, or were anſwer- 
ed with new and accumulated injuries; when it recollects 
that the miniſter himſelf on an early occaſion declared, 
* that he would never treat with America, till he had 
brought her to his feet,” and that an avowed partiſan of 
miniſtry has more lately denounced againſt us the dread- 
ful ſentence ** delende oft Carthage,” that this was done 

Pry in 
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em, muſt be taken tobetheir own ſentiment, (ef pecially 


execution by their treatment of Boſton and | burning of 


finiſhed performance that ancient or modern times have 


which ſhould be purſued with regard to America---be 


Britiſh privileges had been extended to Ireland, Wales, 
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in preſence of u Britiſh ſenate, and being utireproved by 
as the purpoſe has already in part been carried into 


Charleſtowi z) when it conſiders the great Armaments 
wich which they have invaded us, and 'the circumſtances 
of cruelty with which theſe have eommenced and proſe. 
euted hoſtilities; when theſe things, we ſay, are laid to- 
gether and atrentively conſidered, can the world be de- 
ceived into an opinion that we are unreaſonable, or can 
it heſitate to believe with us, that nothing but our own 
exertions may defeat the miniſterial ſentence of death or 
abject ſubmiſſion,” - -- I 46 

Other plans for-conciliation with the colonies, founded 
on principles very different from thoſe which were the 
baſis of lord North's conciliatory motion, were, brought 
forward in the houſe of commons, but without receiving 
its approbation. The moſt remarkable of theſe was pro- 
poſed by Mr. Edmund Burke, in a ſpeech which for 
ſtrength of argument, extent of information, and ſubli- 
miry of language, would bear a compariſon with the moſt 


produced. In his introduction to this admirable ſpeech, 
he examined and explained the natural and accidental cir- 
cumſtances of the colonies, with reſpect to ſituation, re- 
ſources, number, population, commerce, fiſheries and a- 
griculture, and from theſe conſiderations ſhewed their 
importance. He then enquired into their unconquerable 
ſpirit of freedom; and he traced it to its original ſources; 
from theſe circumſtances he inferred the line of policy 


ſhewed that all proper plans of government muſt be a- fl 
dapted to the feelings, eſtabliſhed habits, and received 0- I tr 
Pinions of the people. On theſe principles he reprobated 
all plans of governing the colonies by force; and pro- 
poſed as the ground work of his plan, that the coloniſts 
ſhould be admitted to an intereſt in the conſtitution: He 
then went into an hiſtorical detail of the manner in which 


and the counties palatine of Cheſter and Durham---the 
33 ſtate 
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ſtate of confeſion previouſly to that event and the happy 
conſequences which followed it. He contended that a 


communication to the members of an intereſt in the con- 
ſtitutioa, was the great ruling principle of Britiſh govern- 
ment. He therefore propoſed to go back to the old po- 


liey for governing the colonies. He was for a parliament- 
ary acknowledgment of the legal competency of the co- 
lony afſemblies for the ſupport of their goverument in 
peace, aud for public aids ia time of war---and of the fu- 
tility of parliamentary taxation as a method of ſupply. 
He ſtated that much had been given in the old way of 


colonial grant, that from the year 1748 to 1763, the 


journals of the houſe of commons repeatedly acknow- 
ledged that the colonies not only gave, but gave to ſati- 
ety ; and that from the time in which parliamentary im- 
poſition had ſuperceded the free gifts of the provinces, 
there was much diſcontent, but little revenue. He there- 
fore moved fix reſolutions affirmatory of theſe facts, and 
grounded on them reſolutions for repealing the acts com- 
plained of by the Americans, truſting to the liberality of 
their future voluntary contributions. This plan of con- 
ciliation, which promiſed immediate peace to the whole 
empire, and a laſting obedience of the colonies, though 
recommended by the charms of the moſt perſuaſive elo- 
quence, and ſ upported by the moſt convincing arguments, 
was by a great majority rejected. 

Mr. D. Hartley, not diſcouraged by the negative which 
had been given to Mr. Burke's ſcheme, came forward 
wich another for the ſame purpoſe. This propoſed that 
letter of requiſition ſhould be ſent to the colonies by a 
ſecretary of ſtare, on a motion from the houſe for-a con- 
tribution to the expences of the whole empire. He meant 
to leave to the provincial aſſemblies the right to judge of 
the expedience of the grant---its amount and application. 
la confidence that the colonies would give freely when 
called on in this conſtifutional way, he moved to ſuſpend 
the acts complained of by the Americans. This was alſo 


rejected. Another plan which ſhall be more particularly 


explained was digeſted iu private by Dr. Franklin, on the 
part of the Americans, and Dr. Fothergill and David 
; Barclay 
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1775. Barelay on behalf of the Britiſh miniſtry. There appear- 
= ed a diſpoſition to concede ſomething conſiderable on both 
| ſides, but the whole came to nothing, in conſequence of 


Franklin, © that while the parliament claimed and exer- 


chem nothing in which they could be ſecure.” 


power of altering the laws and charters of the provinces, 
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an inflexible determination to refuſe a repeal of the act of 
parliament for altering the chartered government of Maſ- 
ſachuſetts, Dr. Franklin agreed, that the tea deſtroyed 
ſhould be paid for the Britiſh: miniſters, that the Boſton 
port act ſhould: be repealed, but the latter contended, 
t that the late Maſſachuſetts acts being real amendments 
of their conſtitution, muſt for that reaſon be continued 
as well as to be a ſtanding example of the power of par- 
liament.“ On the other hand it was declared by Dr. 


ciſed a power of internal legiſlation for the colonies, and 
of altering American conſtitutions at pleaſure, there could 
be no agreement, as that would render the Americans 
unſafe in every privilege they enjoyed, and would leave 


This obſtinate adberence to ſupport parliament in a 


particularly to enforce their late laws for new modelling 
the chartered conſtitution of Maſſachuſetts, was the fatal 
rock by daſhing-on which the empire broke in twain; for 
every other point, in diſpute between the two coun- 
tries, ſeemed in a fair way for an amicable compromiſe. 
The, fiſhery bill was ſpeedily followed by another, for 
reſtraining the trade and commerce of the colonies and 
provinces of New-Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia and South-Carolina: The reaſons aſſigned for this 
were the ſame with thoſe offered for the other. Theſe 
provinces had adopted the continental aſſociation. The 
Britiſh miniſter thought it proper, that as they had vo- 
luntarily interdicted themſelves from trade with Great- 
Britain, Ireland, and the Weſt-Indies, they ſhould be re- 
ſtrained from it with all other parts of the world. He 
contended that the inhabitants of the colonies might ren- 
der this act a dead letter, by relinquiſhing their own re- 
ſolutions, as then they would meet with no reſtraint in 
carrying on trade in its ancient legal channel. It is re- 
markable, that three of the aſſociated. colonics, viz. Neu- 
York, 
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York, Delaware and North - Carolina, were omitted in this 1775. 
reſtraining bill. Whatever might be the view of the Bri. Yo 


tiſh miniſtry for this diſcrimination, it was confidered in 
the colonies as calculated to promote diſunion among 
them. It is certain, that the colonies which were exempt- 
ed from its operation, might have reaped a golden harveſt 
from the exemption in their favour; had they been dif- 
poſed to avail themſelves of it. But ſuch was the temper 
of the times, that a renunciation of immediate advantage 
in favour of the public was faſhionable. The ſelfiſh paſ- 
fions which in ſeaſons of peace are too often the cauſe of 
quatrels, were huſhed by the prefſure of common danger. 
The-exempted colonies ſpurned the proffered favour, and 
ſubmitted to the reſtraints impoſed on their lefs favoured 


.neighbours, ſo as to be equal ſharers of their fate. The 


indulgence granted to New-York, in being kept out of 
this reſtraining bill, was conſidered by ſome as a premium 
for her ſuperior loyalty. Her aſſembly had refuſed to 
approve the proceedings of the Congreſs, and had, in 
ſome other inſtances; "diſcovered leſs warmth than the 
neighbouring legiſlatures. Much was expected from her 
moderation. At the very time the Britiſh parliament 
was framing the reſtraining acts juſt mentioned, the 
conſtitutional aſſembly of New-York petitioned the Bri- 
tiſh parliament for a redreſs of their grievances. Great 
ſtreſs had been laid on the circumſtance that . Congreſs 
was not a legal afſembly, and the want of conſtitutional 
ſanction had been affigned as a reaſon for the negle& with 
which their petition had been treated. Much praiſe had 
been laviſhed on the colony of New-York for its modera- 
tion, and occaſion had been taken, from their refuſing to 
approve the proceedings of the Congreſs to repreſent the 
reſolutions and claims of that body to be more the ebul- 
litions of incendiaries, than the ſober ſentiments of the 


temperate citizens. It was both unexpected and confound- 


ing to thoſe who ſupported theſe opinions, that the re- 
preſcatation and remonſtrance of the very loyal aſſembly 
of New-York ſtated, © that an exemption from internal 
taxation, and the excluſive right of providing for their 
own civil government, and the adminiſtration of juſtice in 

the 
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1775. the colony, were eſteemed by them as their undoubted and 
Www ynalicnable rights.” 


A motion being made in the houſe of commons ite 
bringing up this repreſentation and remonſtrance of the 
afſembly of New-York, it was amended on the ſuggeſtion 
of lord North, by adding, in which the aſſembly claim 


to themſelves rights derogatory to, and inconſiſtent with 
the legiſlative authority of parliament, as declared by the 
-declaratory act.“ The queſtion, ſo amended, being put, 


it paſſed in the negative. The fate of this repreſentation 


extinguiſhed the hopes of thoſe moderate perſons, both 


in the parent ſtate and the colonics, who flattered them- 
ſelves that the diſputes ſubſiſting between the two coun- 
tries might be accommodated by. the. mediation of the 
conſtitutional aſſemblies. Two concluſions were drawn 


from this tranſaction, both of which were unfriendly to 


a reconciliation. The decided language with which the 
loyal aſſembly of New-York claimed exemption from 
parliamentary taxation, proved to the people of Great- 
Britain that the coloniſts, however they might differ in 
modes of oppoſition, or in degrees of warmth, were ne- 
vertheleſs, united in that fundamental principle. The re- 
jection of their repreſentation proved that nothing more 


was to be expected from proceeding in the conſtitutional 


channel of the legal aſſemblies, than from the new ſyſtem 
of a continental Congreſs. Solid revenue and unlimited 
ſupremacy were the objects of Great-Britain, and exemp- 


tion from parliamentary taxation that of the moſt mode- 


rate of the colonies. So wide were the claims of the 


two countries from each other, that to reconcile them on 
any middle ground ſeemed to be impoſſible. 
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Some Arc alt., of Dr. Franklin In Landan, i in 


* .pebalf of America. : 
LE the breach between Great-Britain 10 


ened and liberal; who loved peace, and the exten- 
fion of human happineſs, ſaw with regret the approach- 
ing horrors of a civil war, and ' wiſhed to avert them. 
With theſe: views Dr, Fothergill, Mr. David Barclay and 
Dr. Franklin, held fandry conferences in London on 
American affairs. The two former were Engliſh 

tlemen of moſt amiable characters, and highly eſteemed 
by the Britiſh miniſtry. Thelaſt was by birth an American, 
but a citizen of the world, who loved and was beloved 
by all good men. He was alfo agent for ſeveral of the 


colonies. At one of their conferences held at the houſe 


of Dr. Fothergill on the 4th December, 1774, before 
the proceedings of Congreſs had reached England---a 
paper drawn up by the laſt, at the requeſt of the two 
firſt, was ſubmitted to their joint confideration, which 
with a few additions propoſed and Was to by common 
conſent was as follows. 

Hints for converſation upon the ſubjects of terms, that 


might probably produce a durable union between Bri- 


tain and the colonies. 
1ſt. The tea deſtroyed to be paid for, 


ad. The tea duty act to be repealed, and all the du- 


ties that have been received upon it to be repaid into the 
treaſuries of the ſeveral provinces from which they have 
been collected. 


3d. The acts of navigation to be all re- enacted in the 


colonies. 

4th. A naval officer to be appointed by the crown to 
ſce that theſe acts are obſerved. 

5th. All the acts reſtraining manufactories in the co- 
lonies to be reconſidered. 

6th. All duties ariſing on the acts for regulating trade 
with the colonies to be for the public uſe of the reſpec- 
tive colonies and paid into their treaſuries, | 
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The collectors and cuſtom houſe ofſicers ta be appoint- 


— ed by each governor and not ſent from England. 


5th. In conſideration of the Americans maintaining 


their own peace eſtabliſhment, and the monopoly Bri- 


tain is to have of their commerce, no requiſidon i is to de 
made from them ia time of peace. 

..8th. No troops to enter and Cuban colony, but 
with. the conſent, of its legiſlature. J 

ih. In time of war on requiſition by the king mich 


conſent of parliament; every colony ſhall raiſe} money by 


the following rules in proportion, vizs If Britain on 
account of the war, raiſes three ſhillings-in. the pound to 
its land tax, then the colonies to add to their laſt general 
provincial peace tax, a ſum equal to one fourth part 
thereof, and if Britain on the ſame account pays four 
ſhillings in the pound, then the [colonies to add to 
their laſt peace tax, a ſum equal to the half thereof, 
which additional tax is to be granted to his majeſty, and 
to be employed in raifing and paying men for land or ſea 
ſervice, and furniſhing proviſions, tranſports, or for 
ſuch other purpoſes as the king ſhall require and direct, 
and though no colony may contribute leſs, each may add 
as much by voluntary grant as it ſhall thiak proper. 
;1ath. Caſtle William to be reſtored to the province of 
Maſſachuſert's, Bay, and no fortreſs to be built by the 
crown in any province, but with dan. of i its ie 


ture. 


11th. The late Maſſachuſetts — Quebec * to bere⸗ 
pealed, and a free government. granted to Canada. 
..... 12th. All judges to be appointed duriag good behavior, 
with equally permanent ſalaries to be paid out of the pro- 
vince revenues by appointment of the aſſemblies, or if the 
judges are to be appointed during the pleaſure of the 
crown, let the ſalaries be during the pleaſure of the aſ- 
ſemblies as heretofore. 
Izth. Governors. to be ſupported by the aſſemblies of 
each province. 

14th, If Britain will give up her monopoly of the Ame- 
rican commerce, then the aid abovementioned to be given 
in-time of peage, as well as in time of. war, 
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13th: The extenſion of the act of Henry the 8th, con- 177g. 
cerning treaſons to the . to de W e er ene — 
parliamenut. | 
16th. The American admiratey cohirs to donehaeg to | 
the ſame powers they have in England, and 1 » | 


19th. All power of internal W e * the colonies 
to be diſclaimed by parliament, | + | 

On reading this paper a ſecond thai: Dr. Fravklin- 1 
gave his reaſons at length for each article. Some of * | | 
rcaſons were as follows. | 1 

Oa the firſt: article he obſerved; that when the tea was e | 
deſtroyed at Boſton, Great-Britain had a right to repa- 
ration, and would certainly have had it on demand, as was 
the cafe when injuries were done by mobs in the time of 
the ſtamp act. or the might have a right to return an equal 
injury if ſhe rather choſe to do that; but Great-Britain 
could not have à right both to reparation and to return 
an equal injury, much leſs had ſhe a right to return the 
injury ten or twenty fold, as ſhe had done by blocking 
up the port of Boſton, All which extra injury ought 
to be repaired by Great-Britain. That therefore if paying 
for the tea was agreed to, as an artiele fit to be propoſed, Y 
it was merely from a deſire of peace, and in compliance 1 
with the opinions of Dr. Fothergill and David Barclay, ex- | 
preſſed at their firſt meeting ;---that this was indifpenfible,, / 
that the dignity of Great-Britain required it, and that if 
chis was agreed to, every thing elſe would be eaſy. | CE 

On the ſecond, it was obſerved that the tea duty act | 
ſhould be repealed as having never anſwered any good v 
purpoſe, as having been the cauſe of the preſent miſchief, b 
and never likely to be executed. That the act being con · | 
ſidered as unconſtitutional by the Americans, and what | | fl 
parliament had no right to enact they muſt conſider all 
the, money extorted by it as fo much wrongfully taken, 
and of which therefore reſtitution ought to be made, and 
the rather as it would furniſh à fund out of 2 the 
tea deſtroyed would be beſt defrayed. 

On the third and fourth articles it was obſerved, that 
the Americans were frequently charged with views of a- 

| boliſhing 
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1775+ boliſhing the navigation act, but that in truth thoſe parts 


af it, which were of moſt importance to Britain, as tend- 


ing to increaſe its naval ſtrength, were as acceptable to the 
coloniſts as they could be to the inhabitants of the Parent 
State, ſince they wiſhed to employ their on ſhips in pre- 

ference to thoſe of foreigners, and they had no deſire to 
ſee foreign ſhips enter their porto. That it would prevent 
diſputes if they were re · enacted in the colonies, as that 
would demonſtrate their conſent to them, aud then if 
all the duties ariſing on them were to be collected by of- 
ficers appointed and paid in the reſpective governments, 
and the produce paid into their treaſuries, the acts would 
be better and more faithfully executed, and at much leſs 


expence, and a great ſource of miſunderſtanding between 


the two countries removed---that the extenſion of the 
admiralty juriſdiction ſo much complained of would then 
no longer be neceſſary. 

In ſupport of the 7th article it was obſerved, that if 
every diſtinct part of the king's dominions ſupported its 
own government in time of peace, it was all that could 
juſtly be required of it.---That all the old or confederated 
colonies had done ſo from their beginning, that their 
taxes for that purpoſe were very conſiderable, that new 


countries had many expences which old ones were free 


from, the work being done to their hand by their an- 
ceſtors, ſuch as making roads and bridges, erecting 
churches, courthouſes, forts, quays and other public 
buildings, founding ſchools and places of education, hoſ- 
pitals and almshouſes - that the voluntary ſubſcriptions 
and legal taxes for ſuch purpoſes taken together amount- 
ed to more than was paid by equal eſtates in Great-Bri- 


tain z that it would be beſt not to take money from the 


Americans as à contribution to its public expence in 
time of peace, firſt for that juſt ſo much leſs would be got 
from them in commerce; and ſecondly, that coming into 
the: hands: of Britiſh miniſters accuſtomed to prodigality 
of public money, it would be ſquandered and diſſipated 
without anſwering any general good purpoſes.” That on 
the whole it would be beſt for both countries, that no 
aids ſhould be aſked from the colonies in time of peace, 

that 
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that it would thon be their intereſt to graut bountifully, 1775. 
and exert themſel ves, n time Agde the ſooner to put 
an end to it. 

la ſupport of the Sch article, it was faid, that ir che 
king could bring into aby one part of bis dominions 
troops raiſed in any other part of them, without the eon- 
ſent af che legiſlature of the part to which they were 
brought, he might briag armies raiſed in America to 
England wirhout the couſent of parliament. 

Phe 9th article was drawn in compliance with an idea 
of Dr. Fotkergill, that the Britiſh government would pro- 
bably not be ſatiaßed wich the promiſe of voluntary 
grants an time of war from the American afſemblies, of 
which the quantity muſt be uncertain, that therefore it 
would” be beſt to proportion them in ſome way to the 
ſhilling! ia the pound raiſed in England. 

Amn fupport of the toth article, was urged the injuſtice. 
of ſcinſug that fortreſs which had been built at an im- 
menſe charge by the province, for the defence of their 
port-agaigſt national enemies, add turning it into a cita- 
del for awing tho town, reſtraining their trade, blocking 
up their port, and depriviog them of their privileges. 
That en great deal had been ſaid of their injuſtice in de- 
ſtroying the tea, but here was a much greater injuſtice 
uncompenſated, that . having coſt the province 
{ 300% % %/%% ũ fn 

Ia ſupport of the 11th ede, it was faid, that as the 

Americans had affiſted in the conqueſt of Canada, at a 
great expence of blood and treaſure, they had ſome right 
to be conſidered in the ſettlement of it; that the eſtabliſh- 
ing an arbitrary government on the bank of their ſettle- 
ments would be dangerous to them all. That as to amend- 
ing the Maſſachuſetts government, though it might be 
ſhewn® that every one of theſe pretended amendments 
were real pniſchiefs, yet, that as charters were compacts 
between two parties, the king and the people, no altera- 
tion could be made in them even for the better, but by 
the conſent of both parties; that the parliamentary claim 
and exerciſe of power to alter American charters, had 
rendered all their couſtitutions uncertain and ſet them 

7 | quite 
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1775. quite afloat. That by this claim. of altering laws and chat» 

ters at will, they deprived. the coloniſts of all rights and 
privileges whatever, but what they ſhould hold at their 
pleaſure,---That this was a ſituation they could not be in 
and muſt riſque liſe and every thing rather San 1 
to it. 

The 12th article was explained by ſtating the 5 
ſituation of the judges in moſt of the colonies, viz. that 
they were appointed by the crown and paid by the aſſem- 
blies, that the appointment being during the pleaſure of 
the crown, the ſalary had been during the pleaſure of the 
aſſembly ;---that when it was urged again the aſſemblies 
that their making judges dependent on them for their 
falaries, was aiming at an undue influence over the courts 
of juſtice, - the ' aſſemblies | uſually, replied,” that making 
them dependent on the crowa for continuance in their 
places was alſo retaining an undue influence over thoſe 
courts, and that one undue influence was a proper ba- 
lance for another; but that whenever the crown would 
conſent to the appointment of judges only during good be- 
haviour, the aſſemblies would at the ſame time grant their ſa- 
laries to be*permanent during their continuance in office; 
that inſtead of agreeing to this equitable offer the crown now 
claimed to make the judges in the colonies dependant on 
its favour for place, as well as ſalary, and both to be con- 
tinued at its pleaſure. This the colonies muſt oppoſe as 
inequitable, as putting both -thh weights into. one of the 
ſcales of juſtice. 

In favour of the 13th it was urged that the governors 
ſent to the colonies were often men of no eſtate or prin- 
ciple, who came merely to make fortunes, and had no na- 
tural regard for the country they were to govern. That 
to make them quite independent. of the people, was to 
make them careleſs of their conduct, and giving a looſe 
to their rapacious and oppreſſive diſpoſitions. That the 
dependance of the governors on the people for their ſa- 
laries could never operate to the prejudice of the king's 
ſervice, or to the diſadvantage of Britain, ſince each gover- 
nor was bound by a particular ſet of inſtructions which 
he had given ſurety to * and all the laws he aſſent- 

; ed 
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ed to were ſubject to be repealed: by the crown. That 1775. 
the payment of the ſalaries by the people was more ſatis -W 


factory to them, and was productive of a good underſtand- 
ing between governors and governed, and that therefore 
the innovations lately made at Boſton and New-York, 
ſhould be laid aſide. 

The 14th article was expunged on the een 
of Dr. Fothergill and David Barclay, that the monopoly 
of the American commerce would never be given up, and 
that the propoſing of it would only give offence, without 
2 any good purpoſe. a 

The 15th article was readily agreed to. 

The 16th was thought to be of little conſequence, if 
the duties were given to the colony treaſuries. 

The 17th it was thought could hardly be obtained, but 
it was ſupported by Dr. Franklin, alleging that without 
it, any compact made with the Americans, might be evad- 
ed by acts of the Britiſh parliament, reſtraining the inter- 
mediate proceedings, which were neceſſary for carrying it 
into effect. 

This paper of hints was communicared to lord Dart- 
mouth by Dr. Fothergill, who alſo ſtated the arguments 
which in converſation had been offered in ſupport of 
them. When objections were made to them, as being 
humiliating to Great-Britain Dr. Fothergill replied “ that 
ſhe had been unjuſt, and ought to bear the conſequences, 
and alter her conduct · v that the pill might be bitter, bur ir 
would be ſalutary and muſt be ſwallowed ; that ſooner or 
later theſe or ſimilar meaſures muſt be followed, or the 
empire would be divided and ruined.” 

Theſe hints were handed about amongſt miniſters, and 
conferences were held on them. The reſult was on the 
4th of February 2775 communicated to Dr. Franklin, in 
the preſence of Dr. Fothergill and David Barclay, which 
as far as concerned the leading articles, was as follows: 
1. The firſt article was approved. 

2. The ſecond agreed to fo far as related to the tea 
act, but repayment of the dutics that had been collected, 
was refuſed. 

3. The third not approved, as it t implied a deficiency of 
power in the parliament that made the acts. 4. The 
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4. The fourtly approved. ink gde: 

5. The fifth agreed to; bor Wo . thar'no 
change prejudicial-to Britain was to be expected. 

6. The ſixth agreed to, fo far as related to the appro- 

prjatlon of the duties, bur the appointment of the officers 


| _ of their ſatarics to remain 2s at preſent. 


+ The ſeventh relating'to ae in time of war, agreed 


2 
8. The eighth relating to troops, was inadwiſſible. 


9. The ninth could be agreed to with this difference, 


that no proportion ſhould be obſerved with regard to 


preceding taxes, but cach colony ſhould give at pleaſure. 
10. The tenth agreed to as to the reſtitution of Caſtle 
William, but the reſtriftion on the (ona in an 
rtreſſes refuſed. 
11. The eleventh refuſed abſolutely; except as ro the 


Boſton port bill Which would be repealed, and the Que- 


bec act might be fo far amended, as to reduce that pro- 
yiace to its ancient limits. The other MASSACHU-. 
SETTS ACTS BEING REAL AMENDMENTS: OF 
THEIR _ CONSTITUTION, . MUST FOR THAT 
REASON BE CONTINUED, AS WELL AS .TO 
BE A STANDING EXAMPLE OF THE POWER 
OF PARLIAMENT. 

12. The twelfth agreed to, that the judges ſhould be 
appointed during good behaviour, on the aſſemblies pro- 
viding permanent falarics, fuch as the crown ſhould ap- 
prove of. 

13. The thirteenth GAP 10. provided the aſſemblies 
make prov iGon, as in the preceding article. 

15. The fifteenth agreed to, 

16. The fixtcenth agreed to, ſuppoſing the duties paid 
to ” colony treaſuries. 

The ſeventeenth” inadmiflible. * 

As this interview the converſation way mortened by 
Dr. Franklin's obſerving, t that while the parliament claim- 
ed and exerciſed a power of internal legiſlation. for the 
colonies, and of altering American conſtitutions, at plea- 
ſure, there could be no agreement, as that would render 


che Americans vnſaft in every privilege they enjoyed, 
| and 


r 
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was for America; fmce ir was ſo enſy for Britain to burn 


all her feaport towns, Dr. Franklin replied, „ that the 


chief part of his little property conũſted of houſes in 
ſuch rowns, that they might make bonfires of them 
whenever they pleaſed. That the fear of lofing them 
would never alter his reſolution of refiſting to the laſt 
extremity, that claim of parliament; and that it behoved 
Great: Britain to take care what miſchief ſhe did to Amz- 
rica, for that foaner, or later ſhe would certainly be 
obliged ta make good all damages with intereſt.” 


On the 16ch of February, 1775. The three before. 


mentioned gentlemen. mer, when à paper was produced 
by David Barclay entitled. A plan which it is believed 
would produce'a permanent union between Great-Brirain 
and her colonies. This, in the firſt article, propoſed a re- 
peal of the tea act, on payment being made for the tea 
deſtroyed. Dr. Franklin agreed ro the firſt part, but 
contended that all the other Mafſachuferts acts ſhould 
alſo be repealed, but this was deemed inadmiſſible, Dr. 
Franklin declared that the people of Maſſachuſetts would 
ſuffer all the hazards and miſchiefs of war, rather than 
admit the alteration of their charters and laws, by par- 
lament. He was for fecuring the unity of the empire, 


by recognifing the ſanity of charters, and by leaving 


the provinces to govern themfelves, in their internal 
concerns, but the Britiſh miniſtry could not brook the 
idea of rvlinquiſhing their claim to internal legiſlation 
for the colonies, and eſpecially to alter and amend their 
charters. The firſt was for communicating the vital 
principles of liberty to the provinces, but the latter 
though diſpoſed ta redreſs a few of their exiſting griev- 


ances, would by no means conſent to a repeal of the late 


at of parliament, for altering the chartered government 
of Maflachuſetts, and leaſt of all to renounce all claim 
to future amendments of charters, or of internal legiſla- 
tion for the colonies. 
Dr. Franklia laboured hard to prevent the breach 
from becoming irreparable, and candidly ſtated the out- 
* | lines 


zud would: lexve them nothing, in which they could be 19754 
ſecure. It being hinted how neceſſary an agreement | 
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1775: lines of a compact which he ſuppoſed would procure 2 

ETD dorable union of the two countries, but his well meant 
endeavours proved abortive, and in the mean time he 
was abuſed as the fomenter of thoſe diſturbances which 
he was anxiouſly endeavouring to prevent. That the 
miniſtry might have ſome opening to proceed upon, and 
ſome ſalvo for their perſonal honor, he was diſpoſed to 
engage, that pecuniary compenſation ſhould be made for 
the tea deſtroyed, but he would not. give up eſſential li- 
berty, for the purpoſe of procuring temporary ſafety, 
Finding the miniſtry bent on war, unleſs the coloniſts 
would conſent to hold their rights, liberties and char- 
ters at the diſcretion of a Britiſh parliament, and well 
knowing that his countrymen would hazard every thing, 
rather than conſent to terms ſo degrading as well as incon- 
fiſtent with the ſpirit of the Britiſh conſtitution, he quitted 
Great-Britain in March 1775, and returned to Philadel- 
phia. Dr. Fothergill, his worthy coadjutor in the great 
buſineſs of peace, wrote to him on the evening before he 
left London.“ That whatever ſpecious pretences were 
offered, they were all hollow, and that to get a larger 
field on which to fatten a herd of worthleſs paraſites, 
was all that was intended.” With this conviftion found- 
ed on perſonal obſervations, as well as the teſtimony of 
his eſteemed friend, who in the courſe of his daily viſits 
among the great, in the practice of his profeſſion, had an 
opportunity of knowing their undiſguiſed ſentiments, 
Dr. Franklin joined his countrymen, and exerted his 
great abilities in conducting them 0 a war he had 
in vain laboured to prevent, f 
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Conſequences in America, reſulting from the preceding 
_ tranſattions of Parliament, and of the commencement f 
Hoſtilities. 8 0 
HE year 1774 terminated in America, with an ex- 
pectation that a few months would bring them a re- 


dreſs of their grievances 3 but the probability of that event 
dai'y 
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daily diminiſhed. The aodoatde had indulged themſelves 775 
in an expectation that the people of Great-Britain; WW 


from a confideration of the dangers and difficulties of 4 
war with their colonies, would it their election have 
preferred thoſe who were friends to peace and a recon- 
ciliation; but when they were convinced of the fallacy 
of theſe hopes, they turned their attention to the means 


of ſelf defence. It had been the reſolution of many ne- 


ver to ſubmit to the operation of the late acts of parlia- 


ment. Their number daily increaſed, and in the ſame 


proportion that Grear-Britain determined to enferce, did 
they determine to oppoſe. Intelligence of the re- 
jection of lord Chatham's bill, of the addreſs of both 
houſes of parliament” to the king on the th of Fes 
bruary, and of the fiſhery bill, all arrived among the 
coloniſts; about the ſame time, and diminiſhed what re- 
mained of their firſt hopes of 'a ſpeedy accommodation. 
The fiſhery bill excited a variety of emotions. The 
obvious tendency of it was to ſtarve thoufands. The ſe- 
verity of it did not ſtrike an Engliſhman, for he viewed 


it as a merited correction for great provincial offences; 


but it appeared in the blackeſt colours to an American, 
who felt no conſciouſneſs of guilt, and who fancied that 
heaven: approved his zeal in defence of liberty. It alic- 
nated the affectious of the coloniſts, and produced in the 
breaſts of thouſands,” a hatred of Great-Britain. 

The penal acts of parliament in 1774, were all levelled 
againſt. Maſſachuſetts, but the fiſhery bill extended to 
New-Hampſhire, Connecticut and Rhode-Ifland, The 
reaſons» afligned for this by lord North were, that they 
had aided and abetted their offending neighbours, and 
were ſo near to them that the intentions of parliament 


would be fruſtrated, unleſs they were in like manner com- 


preheaded in the propoſed reſtraints. The extenſion of 
this penal ſtatute to three additional provinces, operated 
powerfully in favour of union, and convinced the moft 
moderate, of the increaſing neceſſity for all the provinces 
to make a common cauſe of their oppoſxion. Whatever 
might be the deſigns of parliament, their acts had a natu- 
ral tendency to enlarge the demands of the Americans, 

and 
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1776. dad to cement their confederacy, by firm principles of 
union. At firſt they only claimed cxemption from in. 
ternal taxation, but by the combination of che Eaſſ-India 
company and che Britich miniſtry, an external tax was 

made to anſwer all the purpoſes of a direct internal tax. 

They there fore in canſiſtence with their own! principles, 

were conſtrainod to deny the right of taxing in any form 

For a ſupply. Nothiag could more contribute to make 

the coloniſts .deay the parliamentary claim of internal 
legiflation, than the manner in which it was exerciſed, in 
Uepriving them of their charters, and paſſing an act rela- 

tive to trials, which promiſed indemnity to murderers. 
This convinced them that an oppoſition to ſo injurious a 
claim was eſſentially neceſſary to their ſecurity. But they 

Kill admitted the power of parliament. to bind their 

trade. This was conceded. by Congreſs but a few months 

before an act paſſed that chey ſhould have no foreign 
trade, nor be allowed to fiſh on their own coaſts. The 
Britiſh miniſtry by their ſucceſſive acts, impeiled the co- 

loniſts to believe, that while the Mother Country retained 

any authority over them, that authority would, in ſome 

| ſhape or other, be exerted ſo as to anſwer all the purpoſes 

4 of a power to tax, While Great-Britain ſtretched that 
A portion of controling ſupremacy which the-coloniſts were 
s diſpoſed to allow her, to ſuch an extent as covered op- 
. preffion equally grievous with that which they would not 

| J allow, the way was faſt opening for a total renuncia- 
tion of her ſovereignty. The coercive meaſures adopted 
| by the Parent State, produced a diſpoſition in the colo- 


nies to extend their claims, and the extenfion of their 
„ claims produced an increaſing diſpoſition in Great-Hri- 
tain to coerce them {till more. The jealouſy of liberty 
on ane fide, and the defire of ſupremacy on the other, 
were reciprocally cauſe and effect: and urged both parties, 
the one to riſe in their demands, aud the other to en- 
force ſubmiſſion. In the conteſt between Great-Briraio 
and her colonies, there had been a fatal progreſſion from 
ſmall to greater grounds of diſſention. The trifling tax 
of 3d per pound on tea, rouſed the jealous inhabitants 
of Boſton to throw 340 cheſts of it into the occan- 
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This provoked the Bririſh parliament to ſhut up their 1775. 


port, and to new model their charter. Statutes ſo un! 
conſtitutional and alarming, excited a combination in 


twelve of the colonies, to ſtop all trade with Great -Bri- 
tain, Ireland, and the Weſt-Indies. Their combination 
gave birth to the reſtraining acts of parliament, by which 


nine of the colonies were interdicted all other trade but 


that from which they had voluntarily excluded them- 
ſelves; and four of theſe nine were farther devoted to 
famine, by being forbidden to fiſh on their coaſts. ' Each 
new reſolution on the one fide, and new act on the other, 


reciprocally gave birth to ſomething+ from the oppoſite. 


party, that was more lertaciog or  oppreflive, than what 
had preceded. 


The beginning of ſtrife between the Parent State and 


her colonies, was like the letting out of waters. From 
inconfiderable cauſes love was changed into ſuſpicion that 


gradually ripened into ill will, and ſoon ended in hoſ- 


tility. Prudence, policy, and reciprocal intereſt, urged 
the expediency of conceſſion 3 but pride, falſe honour, 
and miſconceived dignity, drew in an oppoſite direftion. 
Undecided claims and doubtful rights, which under the 
influence of wiſdom and humility might have been eaſily 
compromiſed, imperceptibly widened into an irreconcile- 
able breach. Harred at length took the place of kind 
affections, and the calamitics of war were fubſtituted, i in 
lien of the benefits of commerce. 


From the year 1768, in which a military force had - 
been ſtationed in Boſton, there was a conſtant ſucceſſion 


of inſulting words, looks, and geſtures. The inhabitants 
were exaſperated againſt the ſoldiers, and they againſt 


the © inhabitants. The former looked on the latter as. 


the inftruments of tyranny, and the latter on the for- 
mer as ſeditious rioters, or fraudulent fmugglers. In 
this ircitable ſtare, every incident however trifling, 
made a ſenſible impreflion. The citizens apprehended 
conſtant danger from an armed force, in whoſe power 
they werez- the ſoldiers on the other hand, confidered 
themſelves as in the midſt of enemies, and expoſed to 
attacks from Wien and from without. In proportion 
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1775. as the breach between 'Great;Brizgio and her colonies 
WS widened, che diſtruſt and animoſity between the people 
and the army increaſed. From the latter end of 1774, 
hoſtile appearances daily threatened that the flames of 
war would be kindled from the collifion of ſuch inflam- 
mable materials. Whatſoever was done by either party 
by way of precaution, for the purpoſes of ſelf defence, 
was conſtrued by the other as preparatory to an intend- 
ed attack. Each diſclaimed all intentions of commenc- 
ing hoſtilities, but reciprocally manifeſted ſuſpicion of 
the, others ſincerity. As far as was practicable without 
an open rupture, the plans of the one were reſpectively 
thwarted by the other. From every appearance it became 
daily more evident that arms muſt ultimately decide the 
conteſt, To ſuffer an army that was ſoon expected to 
be an enemy, quietly to fortify themſelves, when the in- 
habitants were both. able and willing to cut them off, ap- 
peared to ſome warm ſpirits the hight of folly; but the 
prudence. and moderation of others, and eſpecially the 
advice and recommendation of Congreſs, reſtraind their 
impetuoſity. It was a fortunate: circumſtance for the 
| colonies that the royal army was poſted in New-England, 
The people of that northern country have their paſſions 
| more under. the command of reaſon and intereſt, than 
in the ſouthern latitudes, where a warmer ſun excites a 
greater degree of jraſcibility. One raſh offenſive action 
' againſt the royal forces at this early period, though 
| ſucceſsful,” might have done great miſchief to the cauſe 
| of America. It would have loſt them European friends, 
and weakened the diſpoſition of the other colonies to aſſiſt 
them. The patient and the politic New-England men, 
fully ſenſible of their ſituation, ſubmitted to many inſults, 
and bridled their reſentment. In civil wars or revoluti- 
ons it is a matter of much conſequence who ſtrikes 
the: firſt blow. The compaſſion of the world is in favour 
| of the attacked, and the diſpleaſure of good men on 
. 
| 


thoſe who are the firſt to imbrue their hands in human 
blood. For the ſpace of nine months after the arrival 
= of general Gage, the behaviour of the people of Boſton 
1 is particularly worthy of imitation, by thoſe who viſh to 
| | ke | | overturn 
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overturn eſtabliſhed governments, They aducted their 1775. 
oppoſition with exquiſite addreſs. They avoided every — 


kind of outrage and violence, preſerved peace and good 
order among themſelves, ſuccefsfully engaged the other 
colonies to make a common cauſe with them, and coun- 
teracted general Gage ſo effectually as to prevent his do- 
ing any thing for his royal maſter, while by patience and 
moderation they ſkreened themſelves from ' cenſure, 
Though reſolved to bear as long as prudence and policy 
dictated, they were all the time preparing for the laſt 


extremity. They were furniſhing themſelves with arms 


and ammunition, and training their militia. þ 
©" Provifions were alſo collected and ſtored in different 
places, particularly ar Concord, about 20 miles from Boſ- 


ton. General Gage, though zealous for his royal maſ- 


rer's intereſt, diſcovered a prevailing defire after a peace- 
able accommadation. He wiſhed to prevent hoſtilities 
by depriving the inhabitants of the means neceffary for 
carrying them on. With this view he determined to 
deſtroy the ſtores which he knew were collected for the 
ſupport of a provinciat army, - Wiſhing to accompliſh 
this without bloodſhed, he took every precantion to effect 
it by ſurpriſe, and without alarming the country. Ar 
eleven ofclock at night 800 grenadiers and light infantry, 
the flower of the royal army, embarked at the Comman, 
landed ar Phipps's farm, and marched for Concord, un- 
der the command of lieutenant colonel Smith. Neither 
the ſecrecy with which this expedition was planned---the 
privacy with which the troops marched our, nor an order 
that no one inhabitant ſhould leave Boſton, were ſufficient 
to prevent intelligence from being ſent to the country 
militia, of what was going on. About two in the morn- 


ing 130 of the Lexington militia had affembled to oppoſe 


them, but the air being chilly and intelligence reſpecting 
the regulars uncertain, they were diſmiſſed, with orders 
to appear again at beat of drum. They collected a ſecond 
time to the number of 50, between 4 and 5 o' clock in 
the morning, and the Britiſh regulars ſoon after made 
their appearance. Major Pitcairn, who led the advanced 
corps, rode nl to them and called out, Diſperſe you 

rebels, 
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1775- rebels, throw down your arms and diſperſe,” They ſtill 
continued in a body, on which he advanced nearer - diſ- 
charged his piſtol---and ordered his ſoldiers to fire. 
This was done with a huzza. A diſperſion of. the mi- 
litia was, the, conſequence, but the firing of the regulars 
was nevertheleſs continued. Individuals finding they 
were fired upon, though diſperſing, returned the fire. 
Three or four of the militia were killed on the green. 
A few more were ſhot after they had begun to diſperſe. 
The royal detachment proceeded on to Concord, and ex- 
ecuted their commiſſion. They diſabled two 24 pound- 
ers---threw $00 lb. of ball into rivers and wells, and 
broke in pieces about 60 barrels of flour. Mr. John But- 
terick of Concord, major of a minute regiment, not know - 
ing what had paſſed at Lexington, ordered his men not 
to give the firſt fire, that they might not be the agreſſors. 
Upon his approaching near the regulars, they fired, and 
killed captain Iſaac Davis, and one private of the provin- 
cial minute men. The fire was returned, and a ſkirmiſh 
enſued. The kiog's troops having done their buſineſs, be- 
gan their retreat towards Boſton. This was conducted 
with expedition, for the adjacent inhabitants had aflem- 
bled in arms, and began to attack them in every direction. 
In their return to Lexington they were exceedingly an- 
noyed, both by thoſe who preſſed on their rear, and others 
who pouring in from all fides, fired from behind ſtone 
walls, and ſuch-like coverts, which ſupplied the place of 
lines and redoubts. At Lexington the regulars - were 
joined by a detachment of goo men, under lord Piercy, 
which had been ſent out by general Gage to ſupport lieu- 
tenant colonel Smith. This reinforcement having two 
pieces of cannon awed the provincials, and kept them at 
a greater diſtance, but they continued a conſtant, though 
4 irregular and ſcattering fire, which did great execution. 
The cloſe firing from behind the walls by good markſmen, 
| | put the regular troops in no ſmall confpſion, but they 
# nevertheleſs kept up a briſk retreating fire on the militia 
| and minute men, A little after ſunſet the regulars reach- 
ed Bunkers-hill, worn down with exceſſive fatigue, yr 

5 20g 1 marched that day between fhirty and fry miles. O he 
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bocca der re Charleſtown ee e 1775. | 
10 Boſton - 40 801 — | 
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There never were mard than 400 nnen engaged 
at one time, and often not ſo many. As ſome. tired and | 
gave out, others came up and: took their places. There [ 
was ſcarcely any diſcipline obſerved among them. Officers l 
and privates fired when they were ready, and ſaw a royal c 
uniform without waiting fot the word of command. Their 
knowledge of. the country enabled them to gain apportu» : [ 
nities by croſſing fields and fences, and to act as flanking 
parties againſt * king's troops who kepe to _ n 
road. | 
The * had 65 killed, wry Gay Iv 2 wot [ 
made priſoners. - Of the ge were n | | 
38, wounded and miſſing. | 1 
As arms were to decide the 3 it ki 1 
nate for the Americans that the firſt blood was drawn in 
New-England. The inhabitants of that country are fo | 
| 
; 


connected with each other by deſcent, manners, religion, 
politics, and a general equaliqy, that the killing of a-fingle 
individualintercſicd the whole, and made them conſider 


killed at Lexington and Concord proved the 1 cement | | 

of an extenſive union, 1 
To prevent the people within Boſton 8 c0-aperat- April 

ing with their countrymen without in caſe of an aſſault 

which was now daily expected, General Gage agreed with 

a committee of the town, that upon the inhabitants lodg- 

ing their arms in Fancuil-hall or any other convenient 

place, under the care of the ſelectmen, all ſuch inhabit- | 

ants ag. were inclined,” might depart, from the town, with 

their families and effects. In ſive days after the ratifica- 

tion of this agreement, the inhabitants had lodged. 1778 

fire arms, 634 piſtols, 273 bayonets and 38 blunder- 

buſſes. The agreement was well obſerved in the begia- 

ning, but after a ſhort time obſtructions were throwh in 

the way of its final completion, on the plea that perſons 

who went from. Boſton to bring in the goods of thoſe 

who choſe to continue within the town, were not proper- 

treated. Congreſs remonſtrated on the infraction of 
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1779: ide agreement, but without effect. The general, on 3 


farther conſideration of the conſequences of moving the 
whigs'out of Boſton, evaded it in a manner not conſiſt. 
ent with good faith. - He was in ſome meaſure compelled 
to adopt this diſhonourable meaſure, from the clamor of 
the 'torics,” who alleged that none but enemies to the 


| Bririch government were diſpoſed to remove; and that 


when they were all ſafe with their families and effects, 
the town would be ſet on fire. To prevent the provin- 
tals: from obtaining ſupplies which they much wanted, 


a quibble was made on the meaning of the word effects, 


which was conſtrued by the general as not including 
merehandize, By this conſtruction, unwarranted by every 


rule of genuine interpretation, many who quitted the 


town wgre deprived of their uſual reſources for a ſupport. 
Paſſports were not univerſally refuſed, but were given 
out very flowly, and the bufineſs was ſo conducted that 
Familics were divided, - wives were ſeparated from their 
huſbands, children from their parents, and the aged and 
10firm from their relations and friends. The general 
diſcovered a difinclination to part with the wonien and 


children, thinking that, on their account; the provincial 


would be reſtrained from making an aſſault on the town. 
The ſelect. men gave repeated aſſurances that the inhabit- 
ants had delivered up their arms, but as a cover for vio- 
lating the agreement, general Gage iſſued à proclamation, 
in which he aſſerted that he had full proof to the contra- 


ry. A ſe might have ſecreted ſome favourite arms, but 
N 'nearly all the training arms were delivered up. On this 
flimſy pretence the general ſacrificed his hohour, to policy 


and the clamors of the tories. Contrary to good faith 
he (detained many, though fairly entitled by agreement 


to go out, and when he admitted the departure of others 
he would not allow them to remove their fene and 


effects. 
The provincial congreſs of Maſſachuſetts, which was 


in Tefion at the time of the Lexington battle, diſpatched 


an account of it to Great-Britain, accompanied with 
many depoſitions, to prove that the Britiſh troops were 


"the aggreſſors. They alſo made an addreſs to the inha- 


bitants 


f 
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bitants of Great-Britain, in which, after complaining of 1775. 
their ſufferings, they ſay, ** theſe have not yet detached 


us from our royal ſovereign; we profeſs to be his loyal 
and dutiful ſubjects, and though hardly dealt with, as we 
have been, are ſtill ready with our lives and fortunes, to 
defend his perſon, crown, and dignity. Nevertheleſs, to the 
perſecution and tyranny of his evil miniſtry, we will not 
tamely ſubmit. Appealing to heaven for the. juſtice of 
our cauſe, we determine to die or be free“ From the 
commencemeat of hoſtilities, the diſpute between ene 
Britain and the colonies took a new direction. 
Intelligence that the Britiſh troops had marched out 


of Boſton into the country on ſome hoſtile purpoſe, be- 


ing forwarded by expreſſes from one committee to ano» 
ther, great bodies of the militia, not only from Maſſa - 
chuſetts but the adjacent colonies, graſped their arms 
and marched to oppoſe them. The colonies were in 
ſuch a ſtate of irritability, that the leaſt ſhock in any part 
vas, by a powerful and ſympathetic affection, inſtantans 
couſly felt throughout the whole. The Americans who 
fell were revered by their countrymen, as martyrs who 
had died in the cauſe of liberty. Reſentment againſt the 
britiſh burned more ſtrongly than ever. Martial rage 
took poſſeſſion of the breaſts of thouſands. Combina« 
tions were formed and aſſociatious ſubſcribed, bindin 

the inhabitants to one another by the ſacred ties of 
bonour, religion, and love of country, to do whatever 
their public bodies directed for the preſervation of their 
liberties. Hitherto the Americans had no regular army. 
from principles, of policy they cautiouſly avoided that 


neaſure, leaſt they might ſubje& themſelves to the charge 


of being aggreſſors. All their military regulations were 
arried on by their militia, and under the old eſtabliſhed 
laws of the land. For the defence of the colonies, the 


inhabitants had been, from their early years, enrolled in 


companies, and taught the uſe of arms. The laws for 
lis purpoſe had never been better obſerved than for 
ſome months previous to the Lexington battle. Theſe 
military arrangements, which had been previouſly adopted 


tor defending the colonies. from hoſtile French and In- © 


dians, 
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diads; were on this occaſion turned againſt” the troops 
of the Parent State. Forts, magazines, and arſenals, 
by the © conſtitution of the country, were in the keep. 
ing of his majeſty, Immediately after the Lexington 
battle, theſe were for the moſt part taken poſſeſſion 
of throughout the colonięs, by parties of the provincial 
militia, Ticonderoga, in which was a ſmall royal gar. 
riſon, was ſurpriſed and taken by adventurers from dif- 
ferent ſtates. Public money which had been collected in con- 
ſequence of previous grants, was alſo ſeized for common 
ſervices. Before the commencement of hoſtilities theſe 
meaſnres would have been condemned by the moderate 
even among the Americans, but that event juſtified a 
bolder line of oppoſition than had been adopted. Sundry 
citizens having been put to death by Britiſh troops, ſelf 
prefervation diftated meaſures which, if adopted under 


other circumſtances, would have diſunited the coloniſts. 


One of the moſt important of this kind was the raiſing 
an army. Men of warm tempers, whoſe courage cx- 
ceeded their prudence, had for months urged the neceſ- 
fity of raiſing troops; but they were reſtrained by the 
mdre moderate, who wiſhed that the colonies might avoid 
extremities, or at leaſt that they might not lead in bringing 
them on. The provincial congreſs of Maſſachuſetts being in 
ſeſſion at the time the battle of Lexington was fought, 
voted that an army of 30,000 men be immediately 
raiſed, that 13,600 be of their own province, and that 


+ a letter and delegate be ſent to the ſeveral colonies of 


New-Hampſhire, Connecticut and Rhode Iſland.“ In 
conſequence of this vote, the buſineſs of recruiting was 
*begun, and in a ſhort time a provincial army was paraded 
in the vicinity of Boſton, which though far below what 


had been voted by the provincial congreſs, was much ſu- 


© of 


perior in numbers to the royal 50 The command of 
this force was given to general Ward. 

Had the Britiſh troops confined themſelves to Boſton, 
as before the 18th of April, the aſſembling an Ame- 
rican army, though only for the purpoſe of obſervation 
and defence, would have appeared in the nature of 2 
ehallenge, and would have made manyleſs willing to ſup- 
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port che people of Maſſachuſetis, but after the Britiſh 1775. 
had conimenced hoftilities the ſame meaſure was adopted 


without ſubjecting the authors of it to cenſure, and with- 
one giving offetice' or hazarding the union. The Lexing- 
tot battle not only furniſhed the Americans with a juſti- 


fyiug apology for raiſing an army, but inſpired them with 


ideas of their own" proweſs. Amidſt the moſt animated 
declarations of ſacrificing fortune, and riſquing life itſelf 
for the ſeciirity' of American rights, a ſecret ſigh would 
frequently eſcape from the breaſts of her moſt determin- 
ed friends, for fear that they could not ſtand before the 
bravery” and diſcipline of Britiſh troops. Hoary ſages 
would ſhake their heads and ſay, Your cauſe is good 


and I with you fuccefs, but 1 fear that your undiſciplined 
valour muſt be overcome, in the unequal conteſt. After 


a few thouſands of you have fallen, the provinces muſt 
ultimately bow to that power which has ſo repeatedly 


humbled France and Spain.” So confident were the Bri- 


tih of their ſuperiority in arms, that they ſeemed defirous 
chat the conteſt might be brought to a military deciſion. 
Some of the diſtinguiſhed ſpeakers in parliament had pub- 
liely 'afferted that the natives of America had nothing of 
the ſoldier in them, and that they were in no reſpect qua- 


lified to face à Britiſh army. European philoſophers had 


publiſhed theories, ſetting forth that not only vegetables 
and beaſts,” but that even men degenerated-in the weſtern 
hemiſphere.” ' Departing from the ſpirit of true philoſo- 


phy, they overlooked the ſtate of ſociety in a new world, 


and charged a comparative inferiority, on every produt- 
tion that was American. The coloniſts themſelves had 
imbibed opinions from their forefathers, that no people 
on earth were equal to thuſe with whom they were about 
to contend. Impreſſed with high ideas of Britiſh ſuperi- 
ority, aud diffident of themſelves, their beſt inforged 
citizens, ' though willing to run all riſques, feared the 
conſequence of an appeal to arms. The ſucceſs that at- 


tended their firſt military enterprize, in ſome degree ba- 


niſhed theſe ſuggeſtions. Perhaps in yo ſubſequent battle 
did the Americans appear to greater advantage than in 
their firſt eſſay at Lexington. It is almoſt without pa- 
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1775: rallel. in military hiſtory, for the yeomanry of the coun- 
Wore try to come forward jn a ſingle disjointed manner, with- 
out order, and for the moſt part without officers, and by 
an irregular fire to put to flight troops equal in diſcipline 
to any in the world. In oppoſition. to the bold aſſertions 
of ſome, and the deſponding fears of others, experience 
proved that Americans might effectually reſiſt Britiſh 
troops. The diffident grew bold in their country's cauſe, 
and indulged in ehcarful hopes that heaven would finally 
crown their labours with ſucceſs. yt 
Soon after the Lexington battle, and in #3,” Aw: 5 
of that event, not only the arms, ammunition, forts. and 
| fortifications in the colonies, were ſecured far the uſe of 
the provincials, but regular forces were raiſed, and mo- 
ney. ſtruck. for their ſupport. Theſe military arrange- 
ments were not confined to the New-England ſtates, but 
were general thfoughout the colonies. , The determina- 
tion of the king and parliament to enforce ſubmiſſion, to 
their acts, and the news of the Lexington battle, came to 
the. diſtant provinccs nearly about the ſame time, It was 
ſuppoſed by many that the latter was in conſequence of 
the former, and that general Gage had recent orders 10 
proceed immediately to ſubdue the refractory coloniſts, 
From a variety of circumſtances, the Americans had 
good reaſon to conclude that hoſtilities, would ſoon be 
carried on vigorouſly in Maſſachuſetts, and alſo to appre- 
hend that, ſooner or later, each province would be the 
theatre of war. The more ſpecdily therefore ſaid they, 
ve are prepared for that event, the better chance we have 
for defending ourſelves.” Previous to this period, or 
rather to the 19th of April 1775, the diſpute had been | 
carried on by the pen, or at moſt by aſſociations and le- 
giflative acts; but from this time forward it was con- 
ducted by the ſword. The criſis was arrived when the ! 
a 
h 


colonies had no alternative, but either to ſubmit to the 
mercy, or to reſiſt the power of Great-Britain, An uncon- 
| querable love of liberty could not brook the idea of ſub- 
A | | miſſion, while reafon more temperate in her deciſions, 
| 
' 


| l ſuggeſted to the people their inſufficiency to make effec- f 
\ | tual oppoſition. They were fully apprized of the power le 
' 
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of Britain they knew that her fleets covered the ocean, 1775. | 
and that her flag had waved in triumph through the four SV { 
quarters of the globe but the avimated language of the | 
time was, It is better to die freemen, than to live ſlaves.” {| 
Though the juſtice of their cauſe, and the inſpiration of | 

| 


liberty gave, in the opinion of diſintereſted judges a ſupe- 
nority to the writings of Americans, yet in the latter 
mode of conducting their oppoſition, the candid among j 
chemſelves acknowledged an inferiority. Their form of 
government was deficieat in that deciſion, diſpatch, and 
coercion, which are neceſſary to military operations. 
Europeans, from their beiog generally unacquainted 
with fire arms are leſs eaſily taught the uſe of them than 
Americans, who are from their youth familiar with theſe 1 
inſtruments of war ; yet on other accounts they are more {| 
ſuſceptible of military ' habits. The proportion of ne- | 
ceſſitous men in the new world is ſmall to that in the old. 4 
To procure ſubſiſtence is a powerful motive with an 4 
European to enliſt, and the proſpect of loſing it makes 1 
| him afraid ro neglect his duty; but theſe incitements to 1 
5 the punctual diſcharge of military ſervices, are wanting | 


in America. Iu old countries the diſtinction of ranks | 
andthe ſubmiſſion of inferiors to ſuperiors, generally takes 

| place, but in the new world an extreme ſenſe of liberty 

8 and equality indiſpoſes to that implicit obedience which is 

7 the ſoul of an army. The ſame cauſes which nurtured 

6 a ſpirit of independence in the colonies, were hoſtile to 

1 their military arrangements. It was not only from the 

e 


different ſtate of ſociety in the two countries, but from a 

variety of local cauſes, that the Americans were not able 

to contend jv arms, on equal terms, with their, Parent 

* State. From the firſt ſettlement of the Britiſh colonies, 

apriculture and commerce, but eſpecially the former, had | 

been the favourite purſuits of their inhabitants. War was f 

he a buſineſs abhorrent from their uſual habits of life. They 

had never engaged in t from their 'own motion, nor in 

any other mode than as appendages to Britiſh troops, and 

under Britiſh eſtabliſhments. By theſe means the military 

ſpirit of the colonies had no opportunity of expanding it- 

ſelf. At the commencement of hoſtilities, the Britiſh | | 
troops | 
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1775. troops poſſeſſed a knowledge of the ſcience and diſcipline 
WYY of war, which could be acquired only by à long feries of 
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application, and ſubſtantial eſtabliſhments. Their equip- 
ments, their. artillery, and every other part of their ap- 
paratus for war approached: perfection. To theſe im- 
portant circumſtances was added a high national ſpirit of 
pride, which had been greatly augmented by their ſucceſſes 
in their laſt conteſt with France and Spain. On the other 

hand the Americans were undiſciplined, without experi- 
caced officers, and without the ſhadow of military eſta- 
bliſhments. In the wars which had been previouſly car- 
ried. on, in or near the colonies, the provincials had been, 
by their reſpective legiſlatures, frequently added to the 
Britiſh troops, but the pride of the latter would not con- 
ſider the former, who were without uniformity of dreſs, 
or the pertneſs of military, airs, to be their equals. The 
Provincial troops were therefore for the moſt part, aſſign- 
ed to ſervices which, though laborious, were not ho- 
nourable. 

The ignorance of Britiſh generals commanding in the 
woods of America, ſometimes involved them in difficultics 
from which they had been more than once relieved by 
the ſuperior local knowledge of the colonial troops. 
Theſe ſervices were ſoon forgotten, and- the moment the 
troaps who performed. them, could be fpared, they were 
diſbanded. Such like obſtacles had hitherto depreſſed 

military talents in America, but they were now overcome 
by. the ardor of the people, 

In the year 1775, a martial ſpirit pervaded al gd of 
men in the colonies. They believed their liberties to be 
in danger, and were. generally diſpoſed to riſque their 

lives for their eſtabliſhment. Their ignorance of the mi- 
litary art, prevented their weigbing the chances of war 
with that ezactneſs of calculation which, if indulged, 
might have damped their hopes. They conceived that 
there was little more to do than fight manfully for their 
country. They conſoled themſelves with the idea, that 

though their firſt attempt might be unſucceſsful; their 

numbers. would admit of a repetition of the . e 
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dering that in! modern war che longeſ purſe decides of- 173 
tener than the longeſt ſword, they feared not the wealth 


of Britain. They both expected and wiſhed that the 


whole diſpute would be ſpeedily ſettled in a few decifive 
engagements. Ele vated with the love of liberty, and buoy» 
ed above the fear of conſequences, by an ardent military 
enthuſiaſm, unabated by calculations about the extent, 
dura tion, or probable iſſue of the war, the people of A- 
mevica ſecanded the voice of their rulers, in an appeal to 
heaven for the vindieation of their rights; At the time 
the èolonies / adopted theſe ſpirited reſolutions, they poſ- 
ſeſſed not a ſingle ſhip of war, nor ſo, much as an armed 
veſſel of any kind · It had often been ſuggeſted that their 
ſcaport towns lay at the mercy of the navy of Great - Bri- 
tainy this was both known and believed, but diſregarded. 
The love of property was abſorbed. in the love of liberty. 

The animated votaries of the equal rights of human na- 
ture, conſoled themſelves with the idea that though their 
whole ſea coaſt ſhould be laid in aſhes, they could retire 
to the weſtern wilderneſs, and enjoy the luxury of being 
free on this occaſion it was obſerved in Congreſs. by 
Chriſtopher Gadſden, one of che South-Carolina dele- 
gates, Our houſes being conſtructed of brick, ſtone, 
and woad, though deſtroyed may be rebuilt, but liberty 
once gone is loſt forever.” 

The ſober diſcretion of the preſent age will more 
readily. cenſure than admire, but can more eaſily admire 
than jmitate the fervid zeal. of the patriots of 1775, 
who in idea ſacrificed property in the cauſe of liberty, with 
the eaſe that they now-ſacrifice almoſt every other conſi · 
deration for the acquiſition of property,” 

The revenues of - Britain, were immenſe, eee 
ple were habituated ta the payment of large ſums in every 
form which contributions to government have aſſumed; 


but che American colonies poſſeſa neither money nor 


funds, nor were their people accuſtomed to taxes equal 
ta the exigences of war. The conteſt haviag begun 
about taxation, to have raiſed money by taxes for car- 
rying it on, would have been impolitic. The temper! of 
hs times precluded the yecelfiey of a the dan- 

gerous 
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1775. gerous expedient; for ſuch was the enthuſiaſm of the 
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Woe gay; chat the coloniſts” gave up both their perſonal ſer. 


viees and their property to the public, on the vague pro- 
miſes that they ſhould at à future time be reimburſed, 
Without enquiring into the ſolidity of funds, or the pre- 
ciſe period of payment, the reſources of the country 
were commanded on general aſſurances, that all expences 
of the war ſhould ultimately be equaliſed; The Parent 
State abounded with tperienced:fareſmen and officers, 
but the dependent form of government exerciſed in the 
colonies, precluded: their citizens from gaining that prac- 


tical knowledge which is acquired from being at the head 


of public departments. There were very few in the co- 


lonies who underſtood the buſineſs of providing for an 


army, and ſtill fewer who had experience and knowledge 
to direct its operations. The diſpoſition of the finances 
of the country, and the moſt effectual mode of drawing 
forth its reſources, were ſubjects wich which ſcarce any 
of the inhabitants were acquainted. Arms and ammu- 
nition were älmoſt wholly deficient; and though the 
country abounded with the materials of Which they are 
manufactured, yet there was neither time nor artiſts 
enough to ſupply an army with the means of defence. 
The country was diſtitute both of fortifications and en- 
gineers. Amidſt ſo many diſcouragements there were 
ſome flattering elreumſtances. The war could not be 
carried on by Great-Britain, but to à great diſadvan- 
tage, and at an immenſe expence. It was eaſy for mi- 
niſters at St. James's to plan campaigns, but hard was 
the fate of the officer from whom the execution of them 
in the woods of America was expected. The country 
was ſo extenſive, and abounded fo much with defies; 


that by evacuating and retreating, the Americans though 


they could not conquer, yet might ſave themſelves from 
being conquered. The authors of the acts of parlia- 
ment for reſtraining the trade of the colonies, were moſt 
excellent recruiting 9fficers for the Congreſs. They im- 
poſed a neceſſity on thouſznds to become ſoldiers. All 
other buſineſs being ſuſpended, the whole reſources of 


the ny were re applied: in ſupporting an re Though 
the 
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the coloniſts: Were without diſcipline,” they poſſeſſed na- 1775. 
tive; valour- Though they had neither guld not filver 


they poſſeſſed a mine in the enthuſiaſm of: their people. 


Paper for upwards of two years produced to them more 


ſolld advantages than Spain derived from her ſuperu- 
bounding precious metals. Though they had no ſhips: 
to protest their trade or their towns; they had fimplieity 
enough to live without the former, and enthuũaſm 
enough to riſque the latter, rather than fubmit to the 


power: of Britain. They believed their cauſe to be juſt, 


and that heateh approved their exertions in defence of 
their rights. | Zeal! originating from ſuch motives, ſup- 
plied the place of diſcipline, and inſpired à confidence 
and tnilitary ardor which overleaped all difficulties 


Reſiſtance being reſolved upon by the Americans 


che pulpit · the preſa : ihe bench and the bar, ſeverally 
laboured to unite and encourage them. The clergy of 


New. England were à numerous, learned and reſpectable 


body, who had a great aſcendancy over the minds of 
their hearers. They connected religion and patriotiſm, 


and in their ſermons and prayers, repreſented the cauſe 
of America as the enuſe of heaven. The fynod” of 


New-York aud Philadelphia, alſo ſent forth a paſtoral 


letter, which was publicly read in their ohurches. This 


carneſtly recommended fuch ſentiments and conduct as 
vere ſuitable to their ſituation. Writers and printers 
followed in che rear of the preachers, and next to them 
had the greateſt hand in animating” their eountrymen- 


Gentlemen of the bench and of the bar denied the charge 


of rebellion, and quſtified the refiſtance of the coloniſts. 
A deſtinction founded on law, between the king and his 
niniſtry, was introduced: The former, it was contended, 


could do no wrong. The erime of treaſon was charged 


en the latter, for ung the royal name to varniſh their 


own unconſtitutional meaſures. The phraſe of a miniſte- 


ral war became common, and was uſed as a medium for 
reconciling refiſtance- with allegianc. 

Coeval with the reſolutions for organizing an army, 
vas one appointing the 20th day of July, 1775,'a day of 
public humiliation, faſting and prayer to Almighty God, 

| two 


ce 
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Wim with wiſdom to diſceru and putfue the true intereſt 
| of his ſubjects ; and that the Britiſh nation might be in- 
—— to regard the things that belonged do her peace, 
before they wert hid from her eyes. that the coloniecs 
might be ever under the care and protection of a kind 
= providence; and be profpered in all their intereſts---that 
| America might ſoon behold a gracious interpoſition of 
| heaven, for the redreſs of her many grievances'; the reſto- 
I ration of her invaded rights, ' a reconciliation with the 
Parent State, on terms conſtitutional and honourable to 
both.” The forces which had been collected in Maſſachu- 
ſetts, were ſtationed in convenient places for guarding the 
1 country from farther excurſions of the regulars from 
| | Boſton. Breaſt works were alſo erected in different places 
=_ for the ſame purpoſe. While boch parties were attempt- 
=_ ing to carry off ſtock from the ſeveral iſlands with which 
| the bay of Boſton is agreeably diverſified, ſundry ſkir- 
1 miſhes took place. Theſe were of real ſervice to the A- 
mericans. They habituated them to danger; and per- 
haps much of the courage of old foldiers, is derived from 
an experimental conviction, that: the chance of eſcaping 
unhurt from — is much aner than young 
=” h recruits. ſuppoſe. - 
| 5 Aion ae -ead;of eee eb dhe ene 
| forcements ordered from Great-Britain; arrived at Boſ- 
ton. Three Britiſh generals, Howe, Burgoyne and Clin- 
ton, whoſe behaviour in the preceding war had gained 
May 25. them great reputation, alſo arrived about the ſame time. 
general Gage, thus reinforced, prepared for acting with 
\ more deciſion, but before he proceeded to extremities he 
conceived it due to ancient forms to iſſue a proclamation, 
Holding forth to the inhabitants the alternative of peace 
or war. He therefore offered pardon in the king's name 
to all who ſhould forthwith lay down their arms, and re- 
turn to their reſpective occupations and peaceable duties, 
excepting only from the benefit of that pardon Samuel 
Adams, and John Hancock, whoſe offences were ſaid to 
de of too flagitious a nature to admit of any other con- 
fideration chan that of condign puniſhment.” He alſo 
proclaimed © 
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ed that not only the perſons above named and 1775. 
excepted, but alſo all their adherents, affociates, and cor 
reſpondents, ſhould be deemed guilty of treaſon and re- 

bellion; and treated accordingly. By this proclamation it | 

was alſo declared “that as the courts of judicature were | 
mut, martial law ſhould take place, till a due courſe of 

juſtice ſhould be re-eſtabliſhed.” It was ſuppoſed that | 
thisproclamation was a prclude to hoſtilities, and prepara- 
tions were accordingly made by the Americans. A con- 
fiderable height, by the name of Bunkers- hill, juſt at he 
entrance of the 'peninſula of Charleſtown, was ſo ſituated | 
as to make the poſſeſſion of it a matter ot great conſe- 

quence, to either of the contending parties. Orders June 16. 

were therefore iſſued by the provincial commanders 

that a detachment of a thouſand men ſhould intrench un 
upon this height. By ſome miſtake Breed's-hill, high and 8 
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5 large like the other, but ſituated nearer Boſton, was mark- 
4 ed out for the intrenchments, inftead of Bunkers-hill. 1 
fl The provincials proceeded to Breed's-hill and worked | 
5 with ſo much diligence, that between midnight and the 
ak dawn of the morning, they had thrown up a ſmall redoubt 
os about 8 rods ſquare. They kept ſuch a profound filence 
| that they were not heard by the Britiſh, on board their 
4 veſſels, though very near. Theſe having derived their 


of. firſt information of what was going on from the fight of 
the work near completion, began an inceffant firing up- 


- on them. The provincials bore this with firmnefs, and 
* though they were only young ſoldiers continued to labour 
rich till they had thrown up a ſmall breaſtwork, extending 


he from the eaſt fide of the redoubt to the bottom of the 

ion, hill. As this eminence overlooked Boſton general Gage 

ace bought it neceſſary to drive the provincials from it. 

ame About noon therefore he detached major general Howe 

. and | brig. general: Pigot, with the flower of his army, 

ties, conſiſting of four battalions, ten companies of the gre- June 17. 

nuel MW nadiers and ten of light infantry, with a proportion of - 

d io field artillery, to effect this buſineſs. Theſe troops land- 

con- ed at Moreton's point, and formed after landing, but re- 
mained in that poſition till they were reinforced by a ſe- 
cond detachment of light infantry and grenadier compa- | 
nies, à battalion of land forces and a battalion of ma- 

C c a rines l 
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1775. rines, making in the whole nearly 3000 men. While the 
GW troops who firſt landed were waiting for this reinforce- 
ment, the provincials for their farther ſecurity, pulled up 
ſome adjoining poſt and rail fences, and ſet them down in 
two parallel lines at a ſmall diſtance from each other, and 
filled the ſpace between with hay, which having been late- 
ly mowed; remained on the adjacent ground. 
- The king s troops formed in two lines, and advanced 
lowly, to give their artillery time to demoliſh the Ame- 
rican works. While the Britiſh were advancing to the 
attack, they received orders to burn Charleſtown. This 
was not done becauſe they were fired upon from the 
+ houſes in that town, but from the military policy of de- 
priving enemies of a cover in their approaches. In a ſhorc 
time this ancient town, conſiſting of about 500 buildings, 
chiefly of wood, was in one great blaze. The lofty ſtee- 
ple of the meeting houſe formed a pyramid of fire above 
the reſt, and ſtruck the aſtonithed eyes of numerons be- 
holders with a magnificent but awful ſpectacle. In Boſ- 
ton the heights of every kind were covered with the citi- 
zens, and fuch of the king's troops as were not on duty. 
The hills around the adjacent country which afforded a 
ſafe and diſtin view, were Os by the inhabitants of 
the country. 

Thouſands, both within and 3 Boſton, were an- 
xious ſpectators of the bloody ſcene. The honour of Bri- 
tiſh troops beat high in the breaſts of many, while others 
with a keener ſenſibility, felt for the liberties of a great 
and growing country. The Britiſ moved on but ſlowly, 
which gave the provincials a better opportunity for 
taking aim. The latter in general reſerved themſelves 
till their - adverſaries were within ten or twelve rods, 
but then began a furious diſcharge of ſmall arms. 
The ſtream of the American fire was ſo inceſſant, and did 
ſo great execution that the king's troops retreated in diſ- 

order and precipitation. Their officers rallied them and 
puſhed them forward with their ſwords, but they return- 
ed to the attack with great reluctance. The Americans 
again reſerved their fire till their adverſaries were near, 
and then put them a ſecond time to flight. General Howe 


and the officers redoubled their exertions, and were again 
ſucceſsful 
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ries, and field artillery was redoubled---the ſoldiers in the 
rear were goaded on by their officers. The redoubt was 
attacked on three ſides at once. Under theſe circum- 
ſtances a retreat from it was ordered, but the provinci- 
als delayed, and made refiſtance with their diſcharged 
muſkets as if they had been clubs, ſo long that the king's 
troops who cafly mounted the works had half filled the 
redoubt before it was given up to them. 


While theſe operations were going on at the breaft ? 


work and redoubt, the Britiſh light infantry were at- 
tempting to force the left point of the former, that they 
might take the Americau line in flank. Though they 
exhibited the moſt undaunted courage, they met with an 
oppofition which called for its greateſt exertions. The 
provincials here, in like manner, reſerved their fire till 
their adverſaries were near, and then poured it upon the 
light infantry, with ſuch an iaceſſant ſtream, and in ſo true 
a direction as mowed down their ranks. The engage- 
ment was kept up on both ſides with great reſolution. 
The perſevering exertions of the king's troops could not 
compel the Americans to retreat, till they obſerved that 
their main body had left the-hill. This, when begun, ex- 
poſed them to new danger, for it could not be effected 
but by marching over Charleſtown neck, every part of 


which was raked by the ſhot of the Glaſgow man of war, 


and of two floating batteries. The inceſſant fire kept up 
acroſs this neck prevented any conſiderable reinforcement 
from joining their countrymen who were engaged; dut 
the few who: fell on their retreat, over the ſame ground 


proved, that the apprehenſions of thoſe provincial officers 


who declined paſſing over to ſuccour their companions, 
were without any ſolid foundation. 

The number of Americans engaged, amounted only 
to 1500. It was apprehended that the conquerors would 


puſh 
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ſucceſsful, though the ſoldiers diſcovered a great averfion 1775. 
to going on. By this time the powder of the Americans Yo 
began ſo far to fail that they were not able to keep up 
the ſame briſk fire as before. The Britiſh alſo brought 
ſome cannon to bear which raked the infide of the breaſt 
work from end to end. The fire from the ſhips, batte- 
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1775. puſh the advantage they had gained, and march imme. 
Adiately to. American head quarters at Cambridge, bat 
they advanced no farther than Bunker's-hill. There they 
threw up works for their own ſecurity. The provincials 

did the ſame on Proſpect-hill in front of them. Both 

were guarding againſt an attack, and both were in a bad 
condition to receive one. The loſs of the peninſula de- 
preſſed the ſpirits of the Americans, and their great loſs 

of men produced the ſame effect on the Britiſh. There 

have been few battles in modern wars, in which all cir- 
cumſtances conſidered, there was a greater deſtruction of 

men than in this ſhort engagement. The loſs of the 
Britiſh, as\acknowledged by general Gage, amounted to 
1054. Nineteen commiſſioned officers were killed, and 

50 more were wounded. The battle of Quebec in 1759, 
which gave Great- Britain the province of Canada, was 

not ſo deſtructive to Britiſh officers as this affair of a 

ſlight intrenchment, the work only of a few hours. That 

the officers ſuffered ſo much, muſt be imputed to their 

being aimed at. None of the provincials in this engage - 

ment were riflemen, but they were all good markſmen. 

The whole of their previous military knowledge had been 
derived, from hunting, and the ordinary amuſements of 
ſportſmen. The dexterity which by long habit they had 
acquired in hitting beaſts, birds, and marks, was fatally 
applied to the deſtruftion of Britiſh officers. From their 

fall much confuſion was expected. They were therefore 
particularly ſingled out. Moſt of thoſe who were' near 

the perſon of general Howe were cither killed or wound- 

ed, but the general, though he greatly expoſed himſelf, 

was unhurt. The light infantry and grenadiers loſt three- 
fourths of their men, Of one company not more than 

five, and of another, not more than fourteen eſcaped. 

| The unexpected reſiſtance of the Americans was fuch as 
| wiped away the reproaches of cowardice, which had been ve 
caſt on them by their enemies in Britain, The ſpirited 

| | conduct of the Britiſh officers merited and obtained great 


applauſe, but the provincials were juſtly entitled to a 
large portion of the ſame, for having made the utmoſt 
en of their adverſaries neceſſary io diſlodge them 

from 
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from lines, which were the work only of a ſiogle night. 1775. 
The Americans loſt ſive pieces of cannon; Their 


killed amounted to 139. Their wounded and miſſing to 
314. Thirty of the former fell into the hands of the 
conquerors. They particularly regretted the death of 


general Warren. To the pureſt patriotiſm and moſt un- 


daunted bravery, he added the virtues of domeſtic life, 
the eloquence of an accompliſhed orator, and the wiſ- 
dom of an able ſtateſman. Nothing but a regard to the 
liberty of his country induced him to oppoſe the mea» 
ſures of goverament. He aimed not at a ſeparation from, 
but. a coalition with the Mother Country. He took an 
active part in defence of his country, not that he might 
be applauded and rewarded for a patriotic ſpirit, but be- 
cauſe he was, in the beſt ſenſe of the word, a real patriot. 
Having no intereſted or perſonal views to anſwer the 
friends of liberty, confided in his integrity. The ſound- 
neſs of his judgment, and his abilities as a public ſpeaker, 
enabled him to make a diſtinguiſhed figure in public 
councils, but his intrepidity and active zeal, induced his 
countrymen-to place him in the military line. Within 
four days after he was appointed a major general, he fell 
a noble ſacrifice to a cauſe which he had eſpouſed from 
the pureſt principles. Like Hambden he lived and like 
Hambden he died, univerſally beloved and univerſally 
regretted, His many virtues were, celebrated in an ele- 
gant eulogium written by Dr. Ruſh, in language equal to 
the illuſtrious ſubject. The burning of Charleſtown, 
though a place of great trade did not diſcourage the pro- 
vincials, It excited reſentment} and execration, but 
not any diſpoſition to ſubmit, Such was the high toned 
ſtate of the public mind, and ſo great the indifference for 
property when put in competition with liberty, that mili- 
tary conflagrations, though they diſtreſſed and impo- 
veriſhed, had no tendency to ſubdue the coloniſts. They 


might anſwer in the old world, but were not calculated 


for the new. Where the war was undertaken, not for a 
change of maſters, but for ſecuring eſſential rights. The 
action at Breed hill, or Bunker's- hill, as it has been com- 
monly calleds: Ape yh many and very important con- 

ſequences. 
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1978: ſegczences It taught the Britiſh ſo much reſpect for 
Wray Americans intrenched behind works, that their ſubſequent 
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operations were retarded with a caution that waſted away 
a whole campaign, to very little purpoſe. It added to 
the confidence the Americans began to have in their own 


' abilities, but inferences, very injurious to the future in- 


tereſts of America, were drawn from the good conduct 
of the new troops on that memorable day. It inſpired 
ſome of the leading members of 'Congreſs, with ſuch 
high ideas of 'what might be done by militia, or men en- 
gaged for a ſhort term 6f enliſtment, that it was long 
before they afſented ro the eſtabliſhment of a permanent 
army. Not diſtinguiſhing the continued exertions of an 
army through a ſeries of years, from the gallant efforts 
of the yeomanry of the country, led directly to action, 
they were flow in admitting the neceſſity of permanent 
troops. They conceived the country might be defended 
by the occaſional exerticns of her ſons, without the ex- 
pence and danger of an army engaged for the war. In 
the progreſs of - hoſtilities, as will appear in the ſequel, 
the militia loſt much of their firſt ardor, while leading 
men in the councils of America, truſting to its continu- 
ance, neglected the proper time of recruiting for a ſeries of 
years. From the want of perſeverance in the militia, and 
the want of a diſciplined ſtanding army, the cauſe for 
which arms were at firſt taken up, was more than once 
brought to the brink. of deſtruttion, | 


2 H A P. VII. 
The 2 Congreſs meets and organiſes a regular Conti- 


nental Army males ſundry public. addreſſes, and petiti- 
on the King, c, Tranſactions in Maſſachuſetts. 
II has already been mentioned, that Congreſs previous 
to its diſſolution; on the 26th of October, 1774, re- 
commended to the colonies, to chuſe members for ano- 


ther to meet on the tenth of May 1775, unleſs the re- 


dreſs of their grievances was previouſly obtained. A cir- 


cular letter had been addreſſed by lord Dartmouth, to the 


ſeveral 
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to prevent the meeting of this ſecond Congreſs : but mi-—W 
niſterial requiſitions had loſt their influence, dclegates 
wete elected not only for the twelve colonies that were 
before repreſented, but alſo for the pariſh of St. John's 
in Georgia, and in July following, for the whole pro- 
vince. The time of the meeting of this ſecond Congreſs 
was fixed at ſo diſtant a day, that an opportunity might 
be afforded for obtaining information of the plans adopt - 
ed by the Britiſh parliament in the winter of 1774, 1775. 
Had theſe been favourable, the delegares would cither 
not have met, or diſperſed after a ſhort ſeſſion, but as the 
reſolution was then fixed to compel the ſubmiſſion of the | 
colonies, and hoſtilities had already commenced, the meet - | | 
ing of Congreſson the tenth of May, which was at firſt 2 
eventual, became fixed. May 10, | 
On their mcetiag, they choſe Peyton Randolph for their 
Prefident, and Charles Thomſon for their ſecretary. On 
the next day Mr. Hancock laid before them a variety of 
depoſitions, proving that the kings troops were the ag- 
greſſors in the late battle at Lexington, together with ſan» 
dry papers relative to the great events which had lately 
taken place in Maſſachuſetts: Whereupon Congreſs 
reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole, to take 
into conſideration the ſtate of America. They proceed - 
ed in the ſame line of moderation and firmneſs, which 
marked the acts of their predeceſſors in the paſt year. 
The city and county of New-York having applied to 
Congreſs for advice, how they ſhould conduct themſelves 
with regard to the troops expected to land there, they 
were adviſed to act on the defenſive ſo long as might May 15. 
be conſiſtent with their ſafery---to permit the troops to 
remain in the barracks, ſo long as they behaved peaceably, 
but not to ſuffer fortifications to be erected, or any ſteps 
to be taken for curing off the communication between | 
the town and country.” Congreſs alſo reſolved, ** That May 17. 
exportation to all parts of Britiſh America, which had not 
adopted their aſſociation, ſhould immediately ceaſe;ꝰ and 
that, “ no proviſion of any kind, or other neceſſaries 
be furniſhed to the Britiſh fiſheries on the American 
G coaſts.” 
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coaſts.” And that no bill of exchange, draught, or 
order, of any officer in the Britiſh army or navy, their 
agents or contractors, be received or negociated, or any 
money ſupplied them, by any perſon in America that 
no proviſions or neceſſaries of any kind, be furniſhed or 
ſupplied, to or for the uſe of the Britiſh army or navy, in 
the colony of Maſſachuſetts Bay that no veſſel employ- 
ed in tranſporting Britiſh troops to America, or from 
one part of North-America to another, or warlike ſtores 
or proviſions for ſaid troops, be freighted or furniſhed 
with. proviſions or any neceſſaries.“ Theſe reſolutions 
may be conſidered as the counterpart of the Britiſh acts 
for reſtraining the commerce, and prohibiting the fiſhe - 
ries of the colonies. They were calculated io bring diſ- 
treſs on the Britiſh iſlands in the Weſt-Indies, whoſe 
chief dependence for ſubſiſtance, was on the importation 
of proviſion from the American continent. They alſo 
occaſioned new difficulties in the ſupport of the Britiſh 
army and fiſheries. The coloniſts were ſo much indebted 
to Great- Britain, that government. bills for the moſt 
part found among them a ready market. A war in the 
colonies was therefore made ſubſervieat to commerce, by 
increaſing the ſources of remittance. | This enabled the 
Mother Country, in a great degree, to ſupply her troops 
without ſhipping money out of the kingdom. From the 
operation of theſe reſolutions, advantages of this nature 
were not only cut off, but the ſupply of the Britiſh army 
rendered both precarious and expenſive. In conſequence 


of the interdiction of the American fiſheries, great pro- 


fits were expected by Britiſh adventurers in that line. 


Such frequently found it moſt convenient to obtain ſup- 


Plies in. America for carrying on their fiſheries ; but as 
Great-Britain had deprived the: coloniſts of all benefits 
from that quarter, they now in their turn, interdicted 
all ſupplies from being furniſhed to Britiſh fiſhermen. 
To obviate this unexpected embarraſiment, ſeveral of the 
veſſels employed in this buſineſs, were obliged to return 
home, to bring out proviſions for their aſſociates. Theſe 
reſtrictive reſolutions, were not ſo much the effect of re- 
ſentment as of policy. The coloniſts conceived, that 
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by diſtreſſing the Britiſh commerce, they would 3 1775. 
che number of thoſe who mould incereſt W — 
The new Congreſs had gd but a few days whe 
their venerable preſdent Peyton Randolph, was under a 
neceflity | of returning home. On his departure John 
Hancock was unanimoufly choſen his ſucceſſor. The ob- 
jects of deliberation preſented to this new Congreſs were, 
if poſſible," more important than thoſe which in the pre» 
ceding year, had engaged the attention of their prede- 
ceſſors. The coloniſts had now experienced the incffica- 
cy of thoſe meaſures, from which relief had been for- 
merly obrajihed.. T hey found a new parliament diſnoſ- 
ed to run all riſques in inforcing their ſubmiſſion. They 
alſo underſtood that adminiſtration vas united againſt 
them, and its members firmly eſtabliſhed in cheir places. 
Hoſtilties were commenced. Reinforcements had arrived, 
and more were daily expected. Added to this, they had 
information that their adverſaries had taken meaſures to 
ſecure” the friendbip. and co-operation of the Indians ; 
and alſo of the Canadians. 
The coercion of the colonies being reſolved upon, and 
their conqueſt ſuppoſed to be inevitable, the Britiſh mini- 
ſtry judged; that it would be for the intereſt of both 
countries to proceed in that vigorous courſe, which bid 
faireſt; for the ſpeedieſt attainment of their object. They 
hoped by preſſing the coloniſts on all quarters, to inti- 
midate oppoſition, and ultimately to leſſen the effuſion of 
human blood. 
\ Ia this awful crifis Congreſs had but a choice of dif- 
ficulties. The New-England. ſtates had already organ- 
ized an, army and blockaded general Gage. To deſert 
them would have been contrary to-plighted faith and 
to ſound policy. To ſupport them would make the war 
general, and involve all the provinces in one general pro- 
miſcuous ſtate of hoſtility. The reſolution of the peo- 
ple in favour of the latter was fixed, and only wanted 
public ſanction for its'&pcration. Congreſs therefore re- 
ſolved, ©. that for the expreſs purpoſe of defending and May 26. 
ſecuring the colonies, and preſerving them in ſafety, againſt 
Dd- all 
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coaſts.” And e that uo bill of exchange, draught, or 
order, of any officer in the Britiſh-army or navy, their 
agents or contractors, be received or negociated, or any 
money ſupplied them, by any perſon in America that 
no proviſions or neceſſaries of any kind; be furniſhed or 
ſupplied, to or for the uſe of the Britiſh army or navy, in 
the colony of Maſſachuſetts Bay that no veſſel employ- 
ed in tranſporting Britiſh troops to America, or from 
one part of North-America to another, or warlike ſtores 
or proviſions for ſaid troops, be freighted or furniſhed 
with, proviſions or any neceſſaries.“ Theſe reſolutions 
may be conſidered as the counterpart of the Britiſh act: 
for reſtraining the commerce, and prohibiting the fiſhe- 
ries of the colonies. They were calculated to bring diſ. 
treſs on the Britiſh iſlands in the Weſt-Indics, whoſe 


chief dependence for ſubſiſtance, was on the importation 


of proviſion from the American continent. They alſo 
occaſioned new difficulties in the ſupport of the Britiſh 
army and fiſheries. The coloniſts were ſo much indebted 
to Great-Britain, that government. bills for the moſt 
part found among them a ready market. A war in the 
colonies was therefore made ſubſer vient to commerce, by 
increaſing the ſources of remittance. | This enabled the 
Mother Country, in a great degree, to ſupply her troops 
without ſhipping money out of the kingdom. From the 
operation of theſe reſolutions, advantages of this nature 
were not only cut off, but the ſupply of the Britiſh army 
rendered both precarious and expenſive. In conſequence 


of the interdiftion of the American fiſheries, great pro- 


fits were expected by Britiſh adventurers in that line. 


Such frequently found it moſt convenient to obtain ſup- 


plies in America for carrying on their fiſheries z but as 
Great-Britain had deprived the: coloniſts'of all benefits 
from that quarter, they now in their turn, interdicted 
all ſupplies from being furniſhed to Britiſh fiſhermen. 


To obviate this unexpected embarraſſment, ſeveral of the 


veſſels employed in this buſineſs, were obliged to return 
home, to bring out proviſions for their aſſociates. Theſe 
reſtrictive reſolutions, were not ſo much the effect of re- 
ſentment as of policy. The coloniſts conceived, that 
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The new Congreſs kad nal but a few days — 
their venerable preſident Peyton Randolph, was under a 
neceſſity of returning home. On his departure John 
Hancock was unanimouſly choſen his ſucceſſor. The ob- 


jects of deliberation preſented to this new Congreſs were, 


if poſſible,” more important than thoſe which in the pre» 
ceding year, had engaged the attention of their prede- 
ceſſors. The coloniſts had now experienced the ineſſica- 
cy of thoſe meaſures, from which relief had been for- 
merly obtained. T hey found a new parliament diſpoſ- 
ed to run all riſques in inforcing their ſubmiſſion. They 
alſo underſtood that adminiſtration was united againſt 


them, and its members firmly eſtabliſhed in their places. 


Hoſtiljties were commenced. Reinforcements had arrived, 
and more were daily expected. Added to this, they had 


information that their adverſaries had taken meaſures.to 


ſecure” the friendſhip and co-operation of the Indians; 
and alſo of the Canadians, 

The coercion of the colonies being reſolved upon, and 
their conqueſt ſuppoſed to be inevitable, the Britiſh mini- 
ſtry judged that it would be for the intereſt of both 
countries to proceed in that vigorous courſe, which bid 
faireſt for the ſpeedieſt attainment of their object. They 
hoped by preſfing the coloniſts on all quarters, to inti- 
midate oppoſition, and ultimately to leſſen the effuſion of 
human blood. 

In this awful crifis Congreſs had but a choice of dif- 
ficulties. The New-England. ſtates had already organ- 
ized an, army and blockaded general Gage. To deſert 
them would have been contrary to plighted faith and 


to ſound policy. To ſupport them would make the war 


general, and involve all the provinces in one general pro- 
miſcuous ſtate of hoſtility. The reſolution of the peo- 
ple in favour of the latter was fixed, and only wanted 
public ſanction for its öperation. Congreſs therefore re- 


ſolved, ©. that for the expreſs purpoſe of defending and May 26. 


ſecuring thecolonies, and er them in ſafety, againſt 
D all 


goverpment became neceſſary; Af this early day it nei- 


' Tux HISTORY or Tas © 


1775. all attempts to carry the late acts of a- parliament into 
Ww> execution, by force of arms, they be immediarely put in 


a ſtate of defence; but as they wiſhed for a reſtoration of 
the harmony formerly ſubſiſting between the Mother 
Country and the colonies, to the promotion of this moſt 
deſirable reconciliation, an humble and dutiful petition 
be preſented to his majeſty.” To reſiſt and to petition 
were coeval reſolutions. As freemen they could not 
tamely ſubmit, but as loyal ſubjeQs, wiſhing! for peace as 


far as was compatible with their rights, they once more, 


in the character of petitioners, humbly ſtated their griev- 
ances to the common father of the empire. To diſſuade 
the Canadians from co-operating with the Britiſh, they 
again addrefled them, repreſenting the pernicious ten- 
dency of the Quebec act, and apologizing for their tak- 
ing Ticonderoga and Crown-Point, as 'meiſures which 
were dictated by the great law of ſelf preſervation. 
About the ſame time Congreſs took meaſures for ward - 
ing off the danger that threatened their ' frontier: inhabi- 
tants from Indians. - Commiſſioners to treat with them 
were appointed, and a ſupply of goods for their uſe was 


ordered. A talk was alſo perpared by "Congreſs, and 


tranſmitted to them, in which the controverſy between 
Great-Britain and her colonies was explained; in a fami- 


ar Indian ſtyle. They were told that they had no con- 


cern in the family quarrel, and were' urged 'by the ties 
of ancient friendſhip and a common birth place, to re- 
main at home, keep their hatchet buried rep, and tq 
join neither ſide. 

The novel ſituation of Maſſachuſetts made it neceſ- 
fary tor the ruling powers of that province to aſk the 
advice of Congreſs on a very intereſting ſubject, * The 
taking up and exercifing the powers of civil government.” 
For many montlis they had been kept together in tole- 
rable peace and order by the force of ancient habits, un- 
der the ſimple ſtyle of recommendation and advice from 
popular bodies, inveſted with no legiſlative authority. 
But as war now raged in their Boers, and a numerous 
army was actually raiſod, ſomę more efficient form of 


ther 
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ther oom ported wich the wiſhes nor the defigns of the 1775. 
coloniſts to erect forms of government independent of 
Great-Brirain, Congreſs therefore recommended only ſuch 
regulations as were immediately neceflary, and theſe 
were conformed as near as poflidle to the ſpirit and ſub- 
ſtance of the charter, and were only to laſt till a governor 
of his majeſty's appointment would conſent to govern the 
colony according to its charter. 

On the ſame principles of neceſſity, another afluape- 
on of new powers became unavoidable. The great in- 
torcourſe that daily took place throughout the colonies, 
poinred out the propriety of eſtabliſhing a general poſt- 
office. This was accordingly done, and Dr. Franklin, , © 
who had by royal authority been diſmiſſed from a ſimilar 
employment about three years before, was appointed by 
his country, the head of the new department. 

While Congreſs was making arrangements for their 
propoſed continental army, it was thought expedient once 
more to addreſs the inhabitants of Great-Britain, and to 
publiſh ro the world a declaration ſetting forth their rea- 
ſons for taking up arms---to addreſs the ſpeaker and 
| gentlemen of the afſembly of Jamacia, and the inhabi- 
, tants'of Ireland, and alſo to prefer a ſecond: humble pe- 
tition to the king. In their addreſs to the inhabitants of 


* Great-Britain, they again vindicated themſelves from the 
2 charge of aiming at independency, profeſſed their wil- 
10 lingneſs to ſubmit to the ſeveral acts of trade and naviga- 
tion which were paſſed before the year 1763, recapitu- 
of. lated their reaſons for rejecting lord North's conciliatory 


A motion ſtated the hardſhips they ſuffered from the 
rhe operations of the royal army- in Boſton, and infinuated 
the danger the inhabitants of Britain would be. in of loſ- 
ing their freedom, in caſe their American brethren were 
ſubdued. 

In their declaration, ſetting forth * cauſes and ne- 
ceſſity of their taking up arms, they enumerated the injuries 
they had received, and the methods taken by the Britiſh 
miniſtry to compel their ſubmiſſion; and then ſaid, ** We 
are reduced to the alternative of chooſing an unconditi- 
onal ſubmiſſion to the tyranny of irritated miniſters, or 
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1775. reſiſtance by force, The latter is our cholee. We have 
— counted che coſt of chis conteſt, and find nothing ſo 


to boch countries, and devoted to 4 reconciliation on 


dreadful as voluntary ſlavery.“ They aſſerted “ that 


foreign aſſiſtance was undoubtedly attainable.“ This was 
not founded on any private information, but was an 
opinion derived from their knowledge of the principles 
of policy, by which ſtates uſually ae their conduct 
towards each other. 

In their addreſs to the ſpeaker and aka of the 
aſſembly of Jamaica, they dilated on the arbitrary ſyſtems 
of the Britiſh miniſtry, and informed them that in order 
to obtain a redreſs of their grievances, they had appealed 
to the juſtice,, humanity, and intereſt of Great-Bri- 
tain, They ſtated, that to make their ſchemes of non» 
importation and non-exportation produce the deſired ef- 
fects, they were obliged to extend them to the iſlands. 
* From that neceſſity, and from that alone, ſaid they, 
our conduct has proceeded.” They concluded with ſay- 


ing, the peculiar ſituation of your iſland forbids your 


aſſiſtance, but we have your good wiſhes---from the good 
wiſhes of the friends ot liberty and mankind we ſhall al- 
ways derive conſolation,” 

In their addreſs to the people of Ireland they recapi- 
tulated their grievances, ſtated their humble petitions, and 
the neglect with which they had been treated. la de- 
fence of our perſons and properties under actual viola- 
tions, ſaid they, we have taken up arms. When that vi- 


olence ſhall be removed, and hoſtilities ceaſe on the part 


of the aggreſfors, they ſhall ceaſe on our part alfo.” 
Theſe ſeveral addreſſes were executed in a maſterly 
manner, and were well calculated to make friends to the 


colonies. But their . petition to the king, which was 


drawn, up at the ſame time, produced more ſolid advan- 
tages in favour of the American cauſe, than any other of 


their productions. This was in a great meaſure carricd 
through Congreſs by Mr. Dickinſon. Several members, 
judging from the violence with which parliament pro- 


ceeded againſt the colonies, were of opinion that farther 
petitions were nugatory ; but this worthy citizen, a friend 


: conſtitutional 


- 
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conſtitutional principles, urged the expediency and poli- 197g. 


and firm petition, | to the common Head: of che empire. 
The high opinion that wis concelved of his patriotiſm 
and abilities, induced the members to aſſent to the mea- 

ſure, though they generally concelved it to be labour 
loſt. The. petition. agreed upon was the work of Mr: 
Dickipſon's pen. In this, among other things, it was 


c of trying once more the effect of an humble, decent, 


ſtated, „that notwithſtanding their ſufferings, they had July 9. 


retained too high a regard for the kingdom from which 
they derived their origin, to requeſt ſuch a reconciliation 
as might in any manner be inconſiſtent with her dignity 
and welfare. | Attached to his majeſty's perſon, family, 
and government, with all the devorion that principle and 
affection can inſpire, connected with *Grear-Britain dy 


the ſtrongeſt ties that can unite ſociety, and deploting 


every event that tended in any degree to weaken them, they 
not only moſt fervently deſired the former harmony be- 
wee her and the colonies to be reſtored, but that a con- 
cord might be eſtabliſhed between them, upon ſo firm a 
baſis as to perpetuate its bleffings, uninterrupted by any 


future diſſentions, to ſucceeding getierations, in both 


countries. They therefore beſeeched that his majeſty 
would be pleaſed to direct ſome mode by which the unit- 
ed applications of his faithful coloniſts to the throne, ia 


purſuance of their common councils, might be improved 


into a happy and permanent reconciliation.“ By this laſt 
clauſe Congreſs meant that the Mother Country ſhould 
propoſe a plan for eſtabliſhing by compact, ſomething like 
Magna. Charta for the colonies. They did not aim at a 
total exemption from the controul of parliament, nor 
were they unwilling to contribute in their own way, to 
the expences of government; but they feared the hor- 
rors of war leſs than ſubmiſſion to unlimited parliamen- 
yy ſupremacy; They wiſhed for an amicable compact, 
in which doubtful, undefined points, ſhould be aſcertajned 


ſo as to ſecure that proportion of authority and liberty 


which would be for the general good of the whole em- 
pire. They fancied themſelves in the condition of the 
barons at . z but with this difference, that in 


addition 
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1775. addition to oppoſing the king, they had alfa to oppoſe the 
parliament. This difference was more nominal than real, 
for in the latter caſt the king and parliament ſtood pre- 
eiſely in the ſume relation to the people of America, 
which ſubſiſted in the former between the king and 
people of England; In both, popular leaders were con- 
tending with the ſovercign for the privileges of ſubjects. 
This well meant petition was preſented on September 1, 
1775, by Mr. Penn and Mr. Lee, and on the 4th lord 
Dartmouth informed them, that to it no anſwer would 
be given.“ This flight contributed not a little to the 
union and perſeveranet of the coloniſts. When preſſed 
by the calamities of war, a doubt would ſometimes ariſe 
in the minds of ſcrupulous perſons, chat they had been 
too haſty in their oppofition to their protecting Parent 
State. To ſuch it was uſual to preſent the ſecond peti- 
tion of Congreſs to the king, obſerving thereon, that all 
the blood and all the guilt of the war, muſt be charged 
on Britiſh, and not on American counſels.” Though the 
O&. 26, coloniſts were accuſed in a ſpeech from the throne, as 

meaning only, to amuſeby vague expreſſions of at- 
tachment to che Parent State, and the ſtrongeſt pro- 
teſtations of loyalty to their king, while they were 
preparing for a general revolt, and that their re- 
bellious war was - manifeſtly carried on for the pur- 
poſe of eſtabliſhing an independent empire.” Yet at 
that time, and for months after, a redreſs of grievances 
was their ultimate aim. Conſcious of this intention, and 
aſſenting in the ſincerity of their ſouls to the ſubmiſſive 
language 'of their petition, they itly brooked the contempt 
with which their joint fupplication was treated, and ſtill 
worſe, that they ſhould be charged from the throne with 
ſtudied duplicity. Nothing contributes more to the ſuc- 
ceſs of revolutions than moderation. Intewperate zea- 
lots overſhoot themſelves, and ſoon ſpend their force, 
while the calm and diſpaſſionate perſevere to the end. 
The bulk of the people in civil commotions are influenced 
to a choice of fides, by the general complexion of the 
meaſures adopted by the reſpective parties. When theſe 
appear to be dictated by Juſtice and prudence, and to be 
uninfluenced 
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yninfluenced by paſſion, ambition or avarice, they are 1775. 
diſpoſed to favour them. Such was the effect of this 


ſee ond petition, through a long and trying war, in which 
men of ſerious reflection were often called upon to exa· 
mine the rectitude of their conduct. 

Though the refuſal of an anſwer to this renewed ap» 
plication of Congreſs to the king, was cenſured by num - 
bers in Great - Britain, as well as in the colonies, yet the 
partiſans of miniſtry varniſhed the meaſure as proper and 
expedjent, They contended that the petition, as it con · 
rained no offers of ſubmiſſion, was unavailing, as a ground 
work of negociation. Nothing was farther from the 
thoughts of Congreſs than ſuch gonceſſions as were ex- 
pected in Great- Britain. They conceived themſelves to 
be more ſiuned againſt than ſinning. They claimed a re- 


dreſs of grievances” as a matter of right; but were per- 


fuaded-that conceſſions for this purpoſe were acts of juſ- 
tiee and pot of humiliation, and therefore could not be 
diſgraceful to thoſe by whom they were made. To pre- 
vent future altere tions they wiſhed for an amicable com ; 
pack to aſcertain the extent of parliamentary ſupremacy, 
The Mother Country withed for abſoture ſubmiſſion to 
her #uthority, the coloniſts for a repeal of every act that 
impoſed taxes, of that interfered in their internal legiſla- 
non. The miniſtry of England being determined not to 

epeal theſe acts, and the Congreſs equally determined 
not to ſubmit to them, the claims of the two countries 
vere ſo wide of each other as to afford no reaſonable 
ground to expect u compromiſe. It was therefore con- 


cluded, that any notice taken of the petition would only . 


afford an opportunity for the ner to Tru them» 
ſelyes for the laſt extremity; 

A military oppoſition to he 151 of Grcat-Beitain 
deipg reſolved upon by the colonies, it became an object 
of confequence to fix on a proper perſon to conduct that 
oppoſition. Many of the ' coloniſts had titles of high 
rank inthe militia, and ſeveral had ſeen ſomething of real 
ſervice, in the late war between France and England; but 
there was no individual of ſuch ſuperior military expe- 
rence as to entitle him to a decided Provennmences or even 

to 
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1775- to qualify him, on that ground, to contend on equal terms 
F with che Britiſh maſters of the art of war. In elevating 


one man, by the free voice of an invaded country, to the 
command of thouſands. of his equal fellow citizens, no 


conſideration was regarded but the intereſt of the com- 


munity. To bind the uninvaded provinces more. cloſcly 
to the common cauſe, policy OSTER the vous of Con- 
greſs to the ſouth. 

Among the ſouthern Stables Vieginia for, ade, 


2 wealth, and influence, ſtood pre- eminent. To attach ſo 


reſpectable a colony to the aid of Madachuſetis, by ſelect- 


ing a commander in chief from that quarter, was not leſs 


June 15. 


warranted by the great military genius of one of her diſ- 


tinguiſhed citizens, than dictated by ſound policy George 


Waſhington) was; by an unanimous vote appointed, com- 
mander in chief of all the forecs raiſed,, or, 10 be ralſed, 
for the defence of the colonies.) It Was a fortunate cir- 
cumſtance attending his election, that it was accompanied 
with no competition, and followed by no envy. That ſame 


general impulſe on the publie mind, which led the colo- 


niſts to agree in many other particulars, pointed to 


. as the moſt proper perſon for preſiding over the 


military arrangements of | America. - Not only Congreſs 
but the inhabitants in the eaſt and the weſt, in the north 


and, the ſouth, as well before as at the time of embo- 
Aying a continental army: were in n great degree unani- 


mous in his favour. An attempt to:{draw the character 
of this truly great man would look like flattery. Poſterity 
will doubtleſs do it juſtice. His actions, [eſpecially now, 
while freſh in rem̃embrance, are his ampleſt panegyric. 
Suffice it, in his life time, only to particulariſe thoſe qua- 
lities, which being more common, may be mentioned 


without ee the Aelleste l. of the wo mo- 


deſt of men. 


General Waſkiogron was N on the 11th of Fe- 


- bruary 1732. 'His education waz ſuch. as fayoured the 


of rural life, expanded his limbs to an unuſual but grace- 


production of a ſolid mind and a vigorous body. Moun- 
tain air, abundant exerciſe. in the open coyntry---the 
wholeſome toils of the chace, and the delightful ſcencs 


ful 
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ful and well proportioned ſiae. His youth was ſpent in 


the aqui tion of uſeful knowledge, and in purſuits, trends 


ing to the improvement of his fortune, or the benefit of his 
country Fitted more for active, than for ſpeculative life, 
he devoted the greater proportion of his time to the lat» 
ter, but this was amply compenſated by his being fre- 
quenily in fuch ſituations, as called forth the powers of 
his mind, and ſtrengthened them by repeated exerciſe. 
Early in life, in gbedicace to his copntry's call, be enter- 
ed tlie niilitary line, and began his career of fame in oppoſ- 
ing that power in concert with whoſe troops, he acquired 
his laſt and moſt: diſtinguiſhed honours. He was with ge- 
neral Bragdock in 1755, when that unfortunate officer 
from an exceſs of bravery, choſe rather to ſacrifice his 
army than retreat from an unſeen foe.” The remains of 
that unfortunate corpſe were brought off the field of bat- 

tle' chiefly by the addreſs and good conduct of colonel 
Waſhiogton. After the peace of Paris 1763, he re- 
tired to his eſtate, and with great induſtry "and ſucceſs 
purſued the arts of peaceful life. When the proceed- 


x ings of the Britiſh parljament alarmed the coloniſts with 
10 apprehenſions that a blyw was levelled at their liberties, 
th he agäln came” forward into public view, and was ap- 


hb pointed a delegate to the Congreſa, which met in Sep- 
tember 3774. Poſſeſſed of a large proportion of com» 
mon ſenſe directed by a ſound judgment; he was better 


4 
h freed bor e exalted tation to hich he was called; than 
many” others who to à greater brilliancy of parts fre- 


quently add the eccentricity of original genius. Engaged 
in the baſy ſcenes of life,” he knew human nature, and 
bed the moſt proper method of accompliſhiog propoſed objects. 
His paſſions were ſubdued and kept in ſubjection to rea- 
ſon. His. ſoul ſupeviovto party ſpirit, to prejudice andillibe · 
pe- ral views, ' moved according to the impulſes it received 
from an honeſt heart, a good underſtanding, common 
fenſe; and à found judgment. He was habituated to 
view things on every fide; to conſider them in all rela- 
tions, and to trace the poſſible and probable conſequences 
of propoſed meaſures. Much addicted to cloſe thinking, 
his mind was conſtantly employed. By frequent exer- 

Ee ciſe, 
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177. ciſe, his underſtanding! and judgment expanded ſo as to 
Yo be able to diſcern truth; and to know what was oh to 


be done in the moſt difficult conjunctures. ln 


Soon after general Waſhington was appointed com- 


mander in chief of the American army. Four major 
generals, one adjutant general, with the rank of à bri- 


gadier, and eight brizadiers general were r in 


ſubordination to him which were as followVs. 
wn Major General Artemas Ward. wad 


2d AYE" "Charles Lee. 
een 8 — Schuyler. wy * 
Aer ae Ixael Putnam. 
Acutant General. Hetatio Cats. n 
The 8 Brigadiers were 
„ e Seth Pomeroy. . | 
. © Richard — ::- 
IR GW David Wooſter, 
4th. 2438 William Heath. 
. Iuoſeph Spencer. 
| . a . John Thomas. 
57th. Iuohn Sullivan. _ 
yang "ga | Fathaniel Greene. 


General Waſhington replied to the preſident of Con- 

bees, announcing his nne * en words. 
Mr. Preſident, 

- © Though I am truly ſenũible of the bigh kdneut done 

me in this appointment, yet, I feel great diſtreſs from a 
conſciouſneſs, that my abilities and military experience 
may not be equal to the extenfive and important truſt: 
however as the Congreſs deſire it, I will enter upon the 
momentous duty, and exert every power I poſſeſs in their 
ſervice, and for ſupport of the glorious cauſe. I beg 
they will accept my moſt cordial thanks for n 
guiſhed teſtimony of their approbation. 

Hut, leſt ſome unlucky event ſhould 3 unfa- 
vourable to my reputation, I beg it may be remembered 
by every gentleman in the room, that I this day declare 
with the utmoſt ſincerity, I do not think myſelf __ 
to the command I am honoured with,' 


IL As 
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„% As to pay fir, I beg leave to aſſure the Congreſa, 
that as no pecuniary conſideration could have tempted 
me to accept this arduous employment, at the expence 
of my domeſtic eaſe and happineſs, I do not wiſh to make 
any profit from it. I will keep an exact account of my 
expences. Thoſe I doubt not —_— will diſcharge, and 
chat is all I defire.” 
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A ſpecial commiffion was Foun up and preſented to 


him, and at the ſame time an unanimous reſolution was 
adopted by Congreſs, ** That they would maintain and 
aſſiſt him, and adhere to him with their lives and for- 
tunes in the cauſe of American liberty.“ Inſtructions 
were alſo given him for his government, by which after 
reciting various particulars he was directed, to deſtroy 
or make priſoners of all perſons who now are, or who 
hereafter ſhall appear in arms againſt the good people of 
the colonies”? but the whole was ſummed up in autho- 
riſing him © to order and diſpoſe of the army under his 
command as might be moſt advantageous for obtaining 
the end for which it had been raiſed, making it his ſpe- 
cial-fare in diſcharge of the great truſt committed to 
him, that the liberties of America received no detri- 
ment.” About the ſame time twelve companies of ri- 
fle men were ordered to be raiſed in Pennſylvania, Mary- 
land and Virginia.” The men to the amount of 1430 
were. procured and forwarded with great expedirion. 
They had to march from 4 to 700 miles, and yet the 
whole buſineſs was compleated and they joined the Ameri- 
can army at Cambridge, in. leſs than two-months from 
the day on which the firſt reſolution for raifing them 


was agreed to. 


June 
14—22 


Cocval with the reſolution for raiſing an army, was 1 632 


another for emitting a ſum not exceeding two millions 
of Spaniſh milled dollars in bills of credit for the de» 
fence of America, and the colonies were pledged for 
the redemption of them. This ſum was increaſed from 


time to time by farther emiſſions. The colonies having 
neither money nor revenues at their command, were 
forced to adopt this expedient, the only one which was 


in their power for ſupporting an army. 


No one delegate 


oppoled 
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1778. oppoſed the meaſure. So great had bees ihe credit of 
WTYS the former-emiflions of paper in the greater part of the 
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colonies, that very few at that time fore ſaw or apprebend- 
ed the conſequences of unfunded paper emiſſious, but 
had all the conſequences which reſulted from this mea- 
ſure in the courſe of the war been forſeen, it muſt not- 
withſtanding have been adopted, for it was a leſs evil, 
that there ſhould be a general wreck. of property, than 
that the eſſential rights and libertics of a growing coun- 
try ſhould be loſt. A happy ignorance of future events 
combined with the ardor of the times, prevented many 
reflections on this ſubject, and * credit * circula- 
tion to theſe bills of credit. 

General Waſhington ſoon after his wot to 
the command of the American army ſet out for the 
camp at Cambridge. On his way thither, he received an 
addreſs from the provincial congreſs of New-York, in 
which they expreſſed their joy at his appointment. They 
alſo ſaid, * we have the fulleſt aſſurances that whenever 
this important conteſt ſhall be decided by that fondeſt 
wiſh of cach American ſoul, an accommodation with 
our Mother Country, you will chearfully retign the im- 
portant depoſit committed into your hands, and re-afſume 
the character of our worthieſt citizen. The general after 
declaring his gratitude for the regard ſhewn him, added, 
* Be aſſured that every exertion of my worthy collea- 
gues and myſelf, will be extended to the re- eſtabliſhment 
of peace and harmony between the Mother Country and 
theſe colonies. As to the fatal but neceſſary operations 
of war, when we aſſumed the ſoldier, we did not lay afide 
the citizen, and we ſhall moſt ſincerely rejoice with you 
in that happy hour, when the re- eſtabliſhment of Ame- 
rican liberty, on the moſt firm and ſolid foundations ſhall 
enable us to return to our private ſtations, in the boſom 
of a free, peaceful, and happy country.“ 

The general on his way to camp was treated with the 


| higheſt honours in every place through which he paſſed. 


Large detachments of volunteers compoſed of private gen- 
tlemen turned out to eſcort him. A committee from the 


Maffachuſetis Congreſs received him about 100 miles 


from 
„ 


r 


25 7 


dy 
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dom Boſton, and conducted him to the army 


tlemen, your kind congratulatiogs on my appointment 
and arrival, demand my warmeſt acknowledgements, and 
will ever be retained in grateful remembrance, / In ex- 
changing the enjoyments of domeſtic life for the duties 
of my preſent honourable but arduous ſtation, I only e- 
mulate the virtue and public ſpirit of the whole province 
of Maſſachuſetts, which, with a firmneſs and patriotiſm 
without example, has ſacrificed all the comforts of ſocial 
and political life, in ſupport of the rights of mankind and 
the welfare of our common country. My higheſt ambi« 


tion is to be the happy inſtrument of vindicating theſe 


rights, and to ſee this devoted province again reſtored to 
peace, liberty and ſafety.“ 

When general Waſhington arrived at Cambridge; he 
was received with the joyful acclamations of the Ameri- 
can army. At the head of his troops he publiſhed a de- 
claration, previouſly drawn up by Congreſs, in the nature 
of a manifeſto, ſetting forth the reaſons for taking up 


arms. Ia this, after enumerating various grieyances of. 


the colonies, and vindicatiug them from a premeditated 
deſign of eſtabliſhing independent ſtares, it was added, 
„% in our own native land, in defence of the freedom 
which is our birthright, and which we ever enjoyed till 
the late violation of it---for the protection of our pro- 
perty, acquired ſolely by the indaſtry of our forefathers 
and ourſelves, againſt violenee actually offered, we have 
taken up arms, we (hall lay them down when hoſtilities 
ſhall ceaſe: on the part of the aggreſſors, and all danger 
of their being renewed ſhall be removed, aud not befcre.” 
When general Waſhington joined the American ar- 
my, he found the Britiſh intrenched on Bunker's-hill, 
having alſo three floating batteries in Myſtic river, and a 
twenty gun ſhip below the ferry, between Boſton and 
Charleſtown. They had alſo a battery on Copſe's hill, 
and were ſtrongly fortified on the neck. The Americans 
were intrenched at Winter-hill, Proſpect-hill, and Rox - 
bury, * wich one another by ſmall poſts, 
over 


ſoon after addreſſed by the Congreſs of that — in te 
moſt affectionate manner, in his anſwer he ſaid, Gen- 
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1775 over à diſtance of ten miles. There were alſo parties ſta - 
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Wore tioned in ſeveral towns along the ſea coaſt. They had 


neither engineers to plan ſuitable works, nor ſufficient 
tools for their erection. 

In the American camp was collected a large body of 
men, but without thoſe conveniencies which ancient eſ- 
tabliſn ments have introduced for the comfort of regular 
armies. | Inſtead of tents, fails now rendered uſeleſs by 
the obſtructions of commerce, were applied for their co- 
veringz but even of them, there was not a ſufficiency. 
The American ſoldiers having joined the camp in all that 
variety of clothing which they uſed in their daily labour, 
were without uniformity of dreſs. To aboliſh provincial 
diſtinctions, the hunting ſhirt was introduced. They 
were alſo without thoſe heads of departments' in the line 
of commiſſaries or quarter maſters,” which are neceflary 
for the regular and economical ſupply of armics. The 
troops from Connecticut had proper officers appointed 
to procure them ſupplies, but they who came from the 
other colonies were not ſo well furniſhed. Inviduals 
brought to camp their own proviſions on their own horſes. 
In ſome parts committees of ſupplics were appointed, who 
purchaſed neceſſaries at public expence, ſent them on 
to camp, and diſtributed them to ſuch as were in want, 
without any regularity or ſyſtem ; the country afforded 
proviſions, - and nothing more was wanting to ſupply the 
army than proper ſyſtems for their collection and diſtri- 
bution, Other articles, though equally neceflary, were 
almoſt wholly deficient, apd could not be procured but 
with difficulty. On the 4th of Auguſt the whole ſtock 
of powder in the American camp, and in the public ma- 
gazines of the four New-England provinces, would make 
but little more than nine rounds a man. The continen- 
tal army remained in this deſtitute condition for a fort- 
night or more. This was generally known among them- 
ſelves, and was alſo communicated to the Britiſh, by a 


. deſerter, but they ſuſpecting a plot would not believe it. 


A-ſupply of à few tons was ſent on to them from the 
committee of Elizabeth-town, but this was done private- 
ly, leſt the adjacent inhabitants, who were equally de- 

ſtitute 
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ſtitute ſhould ſtop it for their own uſe. The public ru- 175. 
— 


lers in Maſſachuſetts iſſued a recommendation to the in · 
habitants, not to fire a gun at beaſt, bird or mark, in or- 
der that they might huſband their little ſtock for the 
more neceflary purpoſe of ſhooting men. A ſupply of 
ſeveral thouſand pounds weight of powder, was ſoon after 
obtained from Africa in exchange for New-England rum. 


This was managed with ſo much addreſs, that every. 


ounce for ſale in the Britiſh forts on the African coaſts, / 


was purchaſed up and brought offfor the uſe of the A- 


mericans. f "+ 

Embarraſments from various quarters occurred in 5 
formation of a continental army. The appointment of 
general officers made by Congreſs, was not ſatisfactory; 
Enterpriſiug leaders had come forward with their follow - 
ers on the commencement of hoſtilities, without ſcrupu- 
lous attention to rank. When theſe were all blended. 
together, it was impoſlible to aſſign to every officer the 
ſtation which his ſervices merited, or his vanity demand- 
ed. Materials for a good army were collected. The huſ- 
bandmen who flew to arms were active, zealous, and of 
unqueſtionable courage, but to introduce diſcipline and 
ſubordination; among free men who were habituated to 
think for themſelves, was an arduous labour. 

The want of ſyſtem and of union, under proper heads, 
pervaded every department. From the circumſtance that 
the perſons. employed in providing neceſſaries for the ar- 
my were unconnected with each other, much waſte and 
unneceſſary delays were occaſioned. The troops of the 
different colonies. came into ſervice under variant eſta- 
blſhments---ſome were enliſted with the expreſs, condi- 
ion of chooſing their officers. The rations promiſed 
by the local legiſlatures varied both as to quantity, quali- 
ty and price. To form one uniform maſs of theſe diſ- 
cordant materials, and to ſubject the liceatiouſneſs of 
independent freemen to the controul of military. diſcip- 
line, was a delicate and difficult buſineſs, | 

The continental army put under the command of ge- 
neral Waſhington, amounted to about 14,500 men. 
Theſe had been ſo judiciouſly ſtationed round Boſton, as 

to 


2 & — - . 
2 ͤ — — —oo 2 


224 Tut HISTORY. or run 


1775, to conſine the Britiſh to the town, and to extlude them 
trom the forage and provifions which the adjacent coun. 
try and Mlands in Boſton- bay afforded. | This force was 
thrown into three grand diviſions. General Ward com- 
manded the right wing at Roxbury. | General Lee the 
left at Proſpectrhill, and the centre was commanded by 
general Waſhington. In arranging the army, the military 
ill of adjutant-general Gates was of great ſer vice. Me- 
thod and punctuality were introduced. The officers and 
2 were taught to know their reſpective places, and 
to have the mechaniſm and movements as well as the 

name of an army. 

When ſome effectual 2 had been taken to diſcipline 
the army, it was found that the term for which enliſt- 
ments had taken place, was on the point of expiring. The 
troops from Connecticut and Rhode- liland were only en- 
gaged till. rhe iſt day of December 1775, and no part of 
the army longer than the firſt day of January 1776. 
Such miſtaken appreheuſions re ſpecting the future con- 
duct of Great-Britain prevailed, that many thought the 
aſſumption of a determined ſpirit of reſiſtanee would lead 
to a redreſs of all their grievances, 4 

Ott. 10. Towards the cloſe of the year, general Gage failed 
for England, and the command devolved on general 

Nov. The Maſſachuſetts aſſembly and continental Congreſs 
both reſolved, to fit out armed veſſels to erulſe on the 
American coaſt, for the purpoſe of interrupting warlike 

ſtores and ſupplies deſigned for the uſe of the Britiſh ar- 

my. The object was at firſt limited, but as the proſpect 

of accommodation yaniſhed, it was extended to all Bri- 

tiſn property afloat on the high ſeas. The Americans 

were diffident of their ability to do any thing on water in 
oppoſition to the greateſt naval power in the world, but 

from a combination of RTE their * attempt: 

a were ſucceſsful. By: 
Nov. 29. The Lee privateer, captain Manly, wok tho brig Nan- 
cy, an ordnance ſhip from Woolwich, containing a large 

braſs mortar, ſeveral pieces of braſs cannon, a large quan- ſis 


tity of arms and ammunition, with all manner of tools, 
utenſils 


e, f NETS 
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- 
utenſils. and mathinecs, ndccfiary for camps and artillery. 1773+, 
Had Copgreſs ſent an order for ſupplies, they could not *** 
have made out a lift of articles more ſuitable to their ſitu- 
ation; thirty What was thus providentialiy:throwa into theſr 
ae Dis neal got), nn mod Nj, . | 
0 '#boar'y Gays after three ſhips with various ſtores Dec. 8. 
for the Britiſh dtmy;*2n0 a brig from nigus with rum, 

vere fue by capt . Minty. Before five days more had 
elapſed; ſeveral other ſtote ſhips wers captured. By cheſe 
means the Uiſtrefſes' bf che Britiſh trobps/ in Boſtony were 
iner64ſed; aud ſupplies for the continental army were pro- 
euted Naval edprivesy being unexpected, were matter 
of tfiiniph to the A'tnibricatis, and of ſuf prize to the Bri. 
df Vhs lattet ſcarcely belle ved thut the former would 
oppoſd the by land with u regular army, but never ſuſ. ' 
pected that & people, fot unfurniſhed as they bete with - 
midy Hings;necefiry For arming veſſels, wobld preſume 
to kttempt any thing on water A'fpirit-of enterprize, 
mvlgorated by patrictic #caly prompred the hardy News 
Englandihen to underrake the bazardous buſineſs, and 
their' ſaccels encouraged them to -proogeds :Befove che p 
clofe of the yeir,/ Congreſs direrlnined v hilde oy velfelaat f G3 
de gut, $0128; and J f. 24; White: thi Americans 
ere Raing om med veſſels, and Defbre they had male 
any captures, an event took place vieh would have d ſpoſi. 
ed a leſꝭ determined people to deſiſt fron provoking the 
reutzea tee of the Britifh navy. This was 'the hurting f 
Falmouth it the northern parts of Maſſackuſetts. Captain 
Mowatz z che 'Catideaus of fixteen guns deſtroyet> 199 Oct. 18. 
houſes/ and 275 ſtores and other bud loge in that town. 

This ſpread an alarm on the ebäſt, but produced no 
diſpsfition to ſubmit, many moved from the ſea ports. 0 
vith che ir families and effects, but nocſblicitations were 
prefer rech for the obtalbing of Britiſm protection. 

Ius few days after the biifning bf Falmouth, che old ſouti 
meeting homuſe in Boſton, was taken into poſſeſſion hy uhe 
Britin, and deſtined for a riding "ſchool; and the 
ſervice of the light dragoons. "Theſe proceedings pro- 1 
duced; d the mindy of the coloniſts, a mote determined 0 | . \8 
ſpirit ot refiftance; and a more general averſion to Greats : | 
Britain. | *Ff - CHAP. 
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Ir early occurred io many, that if che ſword decided 
the controverſy between Great-Britain and her colo- 

{ nies, the poſſeſſion of Ticonderoga would be effential to 
the ſecurity, of the latter. Situated on a promontary, 
formed at the junction of the waters of lake George and 
lake Champlain, it is the key of all communication be- 
tween New-York and Canada. Meſſrs. Deane, Wooſter, 
Parſons, Stevens, and others of Connecticut, planned a 
ſcheme for obtaining poſſeſſion of this valuable poſt. 
Having procured & loan of 1800 dollars of public. money, 
and provided a ſufficient. quantity, of powder and ball, 
they ſer off for Bennington, to obtain the co-operation of 
£dlonel Allen! of that place. Two hundred and ſeventy 
men, moſtly of that bra ve and hardy people, who are 
ealled green mountain boys, were ſpeedily, collected at 
Caſtleton, which was fixed on as the place of rendezvous. 
At this. place colonel Arnold, who; though attended on- 
-. 1y with a ſervant, was proſecuting. the ſame object, uncx- 
© peſtedly joined them. He had been early choſen a cap- 
rain of a volunteer company, by the inhabitants of New- 
Haven, among whom he reſided. As ſoon as he received 
news of the Lexington battle, he marched off with his 
company for the vicinity of Boſton, and arrived there, 
though 150 miles diſtant, in à few days. Immediately 
after his arrival he waited on thè Maſſachuſetts commit- 
tee of ſafety, and informed them, that there were at Ti- 
conderoga many pieces of cannon and a great quantity of 
valuable ſtores, and that the fort was in a ruinous condi- 
tion, and garriſoned only by about 40 men. They ap- 
pointed him a colonel, and commiſſioned him to raiſe 
400 men, and to take Ticonderoga. The leaders of the 
party which had previouſly rendezvouſed at Caſtleton, 
admitted colonel Arnold to join them, and it was agreed 
that colonel. Allen ſhould be the commander in chief of 
the expedition, and that colonel. Arnold ſhould be bis 
aſſiſtant · They proceeded, without delay, and arrived in 


the ts at lake 2 re to Ticonderoga- 
Allen 


* 
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Allen and Arnold croſſed over with 83 men, and landed 


near the garriſon. They contended who ſhould go inn 
firſt, but it was at laſt agreed that they ſhould: both go 


in together. They advanced abreaſt, and entered the fort 
at the dawning of day. A ſentry ſnapped his piece at 
one of them, and then retreated through the covered 
way to the parade. The Americans followed and imme - 
diately drew up. The commander ſurpriſed in his bed, 
was called upon to ſurrender the fort. He aſked, by 
what authority ? Colonel Allen replied, © I demand it 
jn the name of the great Jehovah, and of the Continental 
Congreſs.” No refiſtance was made, and the fort with 
its. valuable ſtores, and forty-eight priſoners, fell into the 
hands of the Americans. The boats had been ſeat back 
for the remainder of the men, but the buſineſs was done 


before they got aver. Colonel Seth Warner was ſent | 


off with a party to take poſſeſſion of Crown-point, where 


a ſerjeant and 12 men performed garriſon duty. This 


was ſpeedily effected. The next object, calliag for the at- 
tention of the Americans, was to obtain the command of 
lake Champlain, but to accompliſh this, it was neceſſary 
for them to get poſſeſſion of a floop of war, lying at St. 
John's, at the northern extremity of thelake. With the 
view of capturing this floop it was agreed to man and 
arm a ſchooner lying at South Bay, and that Arnold 
ſhould command her, and that Allen ſhould command 
ſome batteaux on the ſame expedition. A favourable 
wind carried the ſchooner a-head of the batteaux, and 
colonel Arnold got immediate poſſeſſion of the ſloop by 
ſurpriſe. The wind again favouring him, he returned 
with his prize to Ticonderoga, and rejoined colonel. Al- 


len- The latter ſoon went home, and the former with 


a number of men agreed to remain there in garriſon, In 
this rapid manner the poſſeſſion of Ticonderoga, and the 
command of lake Champlain was obtained, without any 
lols, by a few determined men. Intelligence of theſe e- 
vents was in a few days communicated to Congreſs, which 
met for the firſt time, at 10 o'clock of the ſame day, in 
the morning of which, Ticonderoga was taken. They 
rejoiced in the ſpirit of —_— diſplayed by their 


countrymen, 


May 9. 
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r early occurred: io many, that if. the ſword decided 
the controverſy between Great-Britain and her colo- 
nies, the poſſeſſion of Ticonderoga would be eſſential to 
the ſecurity of the. latter. Situated on a promontary, 
formed at the junction of the waters of lake George and 
Jake Champlain, it is the key of all communication be- 
tween New-York and Canada. Meſſrs. Deane, Wooſter, 
Parſons; Stevens, and others of Connecticut, planned a 
ſcheme or obtaining poſſeſion of this valvable poſt. 
Having procured & loan of 1800 dollars of public money, 
and provided a ſuſſitient quantity, of powder and ball, 
they ſer off for Bennington, to obtain the co-operation of 
calonel Allen! of that place. Two hundred and ſeventy 
men, moſtly of that bra ve and hardy people, who are 
called green; mountain boys, were ſpeedily collected at 
Caſtleton, which was fixed on as the place of rendezvous. 
At this. place colonel Arnold, who; though attended on- 
1y with a ſervant, was proſecuting. the ſame object, unex 


pettedly joined them. He had been early choſen a cap- 


rain of a volunteer company, by the inhabitants of New- 


Haven, among whom he reſided. As ſoon as he received 
news of the Lexington battle, he marched off with his 
company for the vicinity of Boſton, and arrived. there, 
though 130 miles diſtant, in « few days. Immediately 
after his arrival he waited on the Maſſachuſetts commit- 


tee of ſafety, and informed them, that there were at Ti- 


conderoga many pieces of cannon and a great quantity of 
valuable ſtores, and that the fort was in a ruinous condi- 
tion, and garriſoned only by about 40 men. They ap- 
pointed him a colonel, and commiſſioned him to raiſc 
400 men, and to take Ticonderoga. The leaders of the 
party which had previouſly rendezvouſed at Caſtleton, 
admitted colonel Arnold to join them, and it was agreed 


- that colonel, Allen ſhould be the commander in chief of 


the expedition, and that colonel, Arnold ſhould be bis 
aſſiſtant. They proceeded, without delay, and arrived in 


the 1. at lake 3 ee to Ticonderoga. 
Allen 


\ 
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Allen and Arnold eroſſed over with 63 men, and landed 1775. 
near the garriſon. They contended who ſhould go in 


Fett, but it was at laſt agreed chat they ſhould; both go ay 9. 


in together. They advanced abreaſt, and entered the fort 

at the dawning of day. A ſentry ſnapped his piece at 

one of them, and then retreated through the covered 

way to the parade. The Americans followed and imme - 

diately drew up- The commaader ſurpriſed in his bed, 

was called upon to ſurrender the fort. He aſked, by 

what authority ? Colonel Allen replied, © I demand it 

jn the name of the great Jehovah, and of the Continental 

Congreſs.” No reſiſtance was made, and the fort with 

its. valuable ſtores, and forty- eight priſoners, fell into the 

hands of the Americans. The boats had been ſent back 

for the remainder of the men, but the buſineſs was done 

before they got aver. Colonel Seth Warner was ſent 

off with a party to take poſſeſſion of Crown-point, where 

a ſcrjeant and 12 men performed garriſon duty. This 

was ſpeedily effected. The next object, calling for the at- 

teation-of the Americans, was to obtain the command of 

lake Champlain, but to accompliſh this, it was neceſſary 

for them to get poſſeſſion of a floop of war, lying at St. 

John's, at the northern extremity of thelake. With the 

view of capturing this floop it was agreed to man and 

arm a ſchooner lying at South Bay, and that Arnold 

ſhould command her, and that Allen ſhould command 

ſome batteaux on the ſame expedition. A favourable - 

wind carried the ſchooner a-head of the batteaux, and 

colonel Arnold got immediate poſſeſſion of the ſloop by 

ſurpriſe. The wind again favouring him, he returned 

with his prize to Ticonderoga, and rejoined colonel Al- 

len- The latter ſoon went home, and the former with 

a number of men agreed to remain there in garriſon, In 

this rapid manner the poſſeſſion of Ticonderoga, and the 

command of lake Champlain was obtained, without any 

lols, by a few determined men. Intelligence of theſe e- 

vents Was in a few days communicated to Congreſs, which 

met for the firſt time, at 10 o'clock of the ſame day, in 

the morning of which, Ticonderoga was taken. They 

rejoiced- in the ſpirit of enterpriſe, diſplayed by their 
countrymen, 


May 10. 


1 


1775 
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countrymen, but feared the eharge of being IM 


or ot doing any ching xg widen the breach between Great - 


June 13. 


Britain and the colonies 3 for an accommodation was at 
that time, nearly their unanimous with.---They therefore 
recommended to the committees of the cities and counties 
_ of New-Tork and Albany, to cauſe the cannon and 


ſtores to be removed from Ticonderoga to the ſouth end 
of lake George, and to take an exadt inventory 6f them, 
« 'in order that they might» be ſafely returned when the 
reſtoration of the former harmony between Great-Bri- 
tain and the colonies, ſo ardently-wiſhed for by the latter, 
ſhould render it prudent and conſiſtent 2 che over. 
ruling law of ſelf-preſervation.” | 

Colonel Arnold havingbegun his military career nh 
a ſeries of ſucceſſes, was urged by his native impetuoſity to 
project more extenſive operations. He wrote a letter to 
Congreſs, Rrongly- urging an expedition into Canada, 


and offeritig with 200 men to reduce the whole | 
vince. In bis ardent zeal to oppoſe Great-Britain, he 


had ad viſed the adoption of offenſive war, even before Con- 


greſs had organiſed an army or appointed a fingle military 
officer. His importunity was art laſt ſucceſsful, as ſhall 
hereafter be related, but not till two months had elapſed, 
ſubſequent to his firſt propofition of conducting an ex- 
pedition againſt Canada Such was the increafing fervor 
of the public mind in 1775, that what, in the early part 
of the year, was deemed violent and dangerous, was in its 
progreſs pronounced both moderate and expedient, 

Sir Guy Carleton, the king's governor in Canada no 
ſooner heard that the Americans had ſurpriſed Ticonde- 
roga and Cftown-point, and obtained the command of lake 
Champlain, than he planned a ſcheme for their recovery. 
Having only a few regular troops under his command, 


he endeavoured to induce the Canadians and Indians to 


co-operate with him, but they both declined,---He eſta- 
bliſhed martial law that he might compel the inhabitants 
to take arms. They declared. themſelves ready to defend 


the province, but refuſed to march out of it, or to com- 


mence hoſtilities on their neighbours. - Colonel Johnſton 


daa, on the ſame oed ag repeated eee with the 
| Indians, 
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their co - operation he invited them to feaſt on a Boſto - 
nian, and to drink his blood. This, in the Indian ſtyle, 
meant no more than to partake of a roaſted ox and à pipe 
of wine, at a- public entertainment, which was given on 
deſign to influence them to co- operate with the Britiſh 
troops. The colonial patriots, affected to underſtand it 
in its literal ſenſe: It furniſhed, in their mode of expli- 
cation, 3 coùvenient handle for eee on the paſſions 
of the people. 

Theſe exertions in Canada, which were principally 
made with a view to recover Liconderoga, Crown-point, 
and the command of lake Champlain, induced Congreſs 
to believe that a formidable invaſion of their northweſtern 
frontier wks intended, from that quarter. The evident 
tendency of the Quebec act favoured this opinion. Be- 
lieving it to be the fixed purpoſe of the Britiſh miniſtry 
to attack the united colonics on that fide, they conceived 
that they would be inexcuſable if they neglected the pro» 
per means for warding off ſo terrible a blow. They were 
alſo ſenſible that che only practicable plan to effect this 
purpoſe, was to make a vigorous attack upon Canada, 
while it was unable to reſiſt the unexpected impreffion; 
| Their ſucceſs at Ticonderoga and Crown-point, had al- 
| ready paved the way for this bold enterprize, and had 
| broken down the fences which guarded the entrance into 

that province. On the other hand, they were. ſenſible 
' that by. taking this Rep, they changed at once the whole 

nature of the war. From defenſive it became offeofive, 
; and ſubjected them to the imputation of being the ag» 
4 greſſors. They were well aware that ſeveral wha had 
\ eſpouſed their cauſe in Britain, would probably be offend- 
) ed at this meaſure, and charge them with heightening 
8 the miſchiefs occaſioned by the diſpute. They &new that 
3 the priaciples of reſiſtance, as far as they had hitherto 
d added upon them, were abetted by a conſiderable party 
15 even in Great- Britain ; and that to forfeit their good o- 
n pinion, might be of great diſſervice. Conſiderations of 
0 this kind made them weigh well the important ſtep be · 
fore 


Indians, and endeavoured to influence them to take up 17% 
the hatchet, but they ſteadily refuſed, _ In order to gain WW 
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177g. fore they ventured upon it. They on the other hand re- 
Wo fected that the eloquence of the minority in parliament, 


and the petitions and remonſtrances of the merchants in 
_ Great-Britain, had produced no ſolid advantages in their 
favour z and that they had no chance of relief, but from 
the ſmiles of heaven on their own endeavors. - The dan- 
ger was preſſing... War was not only inevitable, but al- 
ready begun. To wait till they were attacked by a for- 
midable force at their backs, in the very inſtant when 
their utmoſt exertions would be requiſite, perhaps inſuf- 
ficient, to protect their cities and ſes coaſt againſt an in- 
vaſion from Britain, would be the ſummit of folly. The 
Jaws of war and of nations juſtified the foreſtalling of an 
enemy. The coloniſts argued that to prevent known hoſ- 
tile intentions, was a matter of ſelf defence 3 they were 


_ - alfo ſenſible they had already gone ſuch lengths as could 


only be vindicated: by arms ; and that if a certain degree 
of ſucceſs did not attend their refiſtance, they would be 
at the mercy of an irritated government, and their mo- 
deration in the ſingle inſtance of Canada, would be an 
unavailing plea for indulgence. They were alſo encouraged 
to proceed, by certain information that the French in- 
habitants of Canada, except the nobleſſe and the clergy, 
were as much diſcontended with their preſent ſyſtem of 
government as even the Britiſh ſettlers. It ſeemed there- 
fore probable, that they would conſider the provincials, 
rather as friends than as enemies. The invaſion of that 
province was therefore determined upon, if found prac- 
ticable, and not diſagreeable to the Canadians. 
Congreſs had committed the management of their 
military arrangements, in this northern department, to ge- 
neral Schuyler and general Montgomery. While the 
former remained at' Albany, to attend an Indian treaty, 
the latter was ſent forward to Ticonderoga, with a body 
of troops from New-York and New-England. Soon 
after reaching Ticonderoga, he made a movement down 
Lake Champlain. General Schuyler overtook him at 
Cape la Motte; from thence they moved on to Iſle aux 
Noix. About chis time general Schuyler addreſſed the 
n informing; them, that the only views of 
570 n | Congrels 
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Congreſs were to reſtore to them thoſe rights which eve- 1775. 
ry fubjet of the Britiſh empire, of whatever religious 
ſentiments he may be, is entitled to; and that in the | 
executlon of theſe truſts he had received the moſt poſi- 
tive orders to cheriſh every Canadian, and every friend ta 
the cauſe of liberty, and ſacredly to guard their proper- 
ty.” The Americans, about 1009 in number, effeed.a 
landing at St. John's, which being the firſt Briiſly paſt 
in Canada, lies only 115 miles to the northward of Ti>- - 
conderoga- The Britiſh piquers were driven into the 
fort. The environs were then reconnoitered, and the. 
fortifications were found to be much ſtronger than had 
been ſuſpected. This induced the calling of a coun- 
cil of war, which recommended a retreat to Iſle aux Noix, 
twelve miles ſouth of St. John's, to throw a boom-acroſs 
the channel, and to erect works for its defence.” Soon 
after this event, an extreme bad ſtate of health induced 
general Schuyler to retire to Ticonderoga, and the com- 
mand devolved on general Montgomery. 

This enterpriſing officer in à few days returned . 
vicinity of St. John's, aud opened a battery againſt it. Am- 
munition was ſo ſcarce, that the ſiege could riot be carried 
on with any proſpect of ſpeedy ſucceſs. The general de- 
J' rached a ſmall body of troops, to attempt the reduction 
of fort Chamblee, only fix miles diſtant.” Succeſs attend- 
ed this enterpriae. By its ſurrender ſix tons of gun 
powder were obtained, which enabled the general to pro- 
ſecute the fiege of St. John's with vigor. The gartiſop, 
© I though ſtraitened for proviſions, porſevered in defending 
themſelves with unabating fortitude, While general 
Montgomery was proſecuting this ſiege, the governor 
Be: of the province collected, at Montreal, about 800 men 
chiefly militia and Indians. He endeavcacred to croſs the 
Ys river St. Lawrence, with this force, and to land at Lone 


Sep- 10. 


0) queil, intending to proceed thence to attack the beſiegers, 
* but colonel Warner with 309 green mountain boys, aud 
"= a four pounder, prevented the execution of the deſign, 

* W The governor's party was ſuffered to come near the ſhore, 
5 but was then fired upon with ſuch effect as to make them 
: retire eur ſuſtaining great loſs. 


An 


rels 1 2285 — 


Tux H IS TORY, er Ok» 


A account of this affair being domanatiemes to the 


— Neriſon in St. John's, major Preſton, the commanding 


officer ſurrendeted, on receiving honorable terms of ca- 
pitulation: By theſe it was agreed, that the garriſon 
ſhould march out with the honors of war, that the offi. 
cers and privates ſhould ground their arms on the plain 


Etthe officers keep their fide arms and their fire arms, 


| be reſerved for them, and that the people ofthe garriſon 
ſhould retain their effects. About 50 regulars and 100 
Canadians became prifotiers to the provincials. They 
alſb acquired 39 pieces of cannon, ſeven mor turs, and 
two bowirrers, und about 800 ſtand of arms. Among 
the cannon were many braſs fleld pieces, an article of 
which the Americans wire nearly deſtitute/, 
Wulle the ſiege of Sr. John's was pending, colonel Al. 
ten, who was returning with about 80 men from' a tout 
on which be had been ſent by his general, was captured 
by the Britiſk near Montreal, loaded wich irons, and in 
that condition ſent to England. Major Brown propoſed 
tuat colonel Allen ſhould return to Lonqueil, procure 
cauoet, and eroſt the river St. Lawrence, a Httle to the north 
of Montreal, while be with a force of. about 200 men 
croſſed a little to the ſouth of it. The former eroſſed in 
the night, but the latter by ſome means failed on his 
part. Colonel Allen found himſelf the next morning 
utiſupported, and expoſed to immediate danger, but no- 
vertheleſs contluded on maintaining his ground. Gene- 
ral Carleton, knowing his weakneſs, marched out againſt 
bim wich a ſuperior force. The colonel defended him- 
ſelf with his wonted bravery,” but being deſerted by ſeve- 
ral of his party, and having loft fifteen of his men, he 
was cochpelled to ſurrender with che 01 e amounting 
to 38. f 1 * 
After the reduRtion of St. Jobis, gebe Montgomery 
proceeded towards Montreal. The few Britiſh forces 
there; unable to ſtand their ground, repaired for ſafety 
on board the ſhipping in hopes of eſcaping down the ri- 
ver; dut they were prevented by colonel Eaſton, who was 
ſtationed at the point of Sorel river, with à number of 
continental troops, ſome eannon, and an armed gondola. 
K | | General 
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General Preſcot, who was on board with ſeveral officers, 17745. 
abt about 120 privates, having no chance of eſcape, ſub- Wn 


mitted to he priſoners on terms of capitulation. Eleven 
fail of veſſels, wich all their contents, cogſiſting of ammu- 
dition, proviſion, and imtrenching tools, became the pro- 
perty of the provigcials. Governor Carleton, was about 
this time conveyed! in a boat with muffled paddles, by a 
ſecret way to the Tunes Rivers, . from ha Wo 
bec/in, dew; dm | 

- When, Montreal was, 8 by the. troops, the.in- 
habitants applied to general Montgomery for acapitplation. 
He: informed ;.them, that as they were: defenceleſs, they 
could not expect ſuch a cooceſſion, but he engaged upon 
his honpur g meintain the individuals and religious com- 
munities of the, city, in the peaccable enjoyment of their 
propertys andthe. free exerciſe: of their religion. In all 
his, exanſaRigny, he ſpoke, wrote, and acted, with dignity 
and propriety, and in ex treated the e 
vith liberalicy;and pqliteneſs. 
„ (Montreal which, at this time fs» to the pro- 


vincials carried 98 an extenſive trade, and contained 


many, of thoſe, anicles,, which. from the, operation of the 
reſolutions of, Congraſb, could not be imported into any 
of the ugiteld calgniey-., From cheſe ſtores the American 
ſoldiers, wha had hicherto ſuffered from the want of ſuit- 
able clothjog,,obt@iond.a plentiful ſupply, r. 
tb Monomer after leaving ſome troops in 

Mogtgeal, xd ending detach ments, into different, paris 
of che —— rc the; Canadians, and to for- 
ward. groviſio na ad towards the capital. His little 
m arrived with, expedition before Quebec. Succeſs 
had qitherto chord every. attempt of , general Montgo- 
merys, but norwichſtanding, his ſituation was, very embar- 
ralling-r--Mufh whe; pitied: is the officer, who having 
been, bred; t r, in che ſtrict diſcipline of regular ar- 
mies, is afxcryagds. called to command men who carry 
vith them the ſſpiyit of freedom into the field... The greater 
part of the, Americas, officers: as well as ſoldiers, having 
never ſegn, any. ſervice; were ignorant of their duty, and 
Ma impreſſed with 75 military ideas of union, ſub- 
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1778. ordination and difeiphne. The arthy was tontigehtal i 


dating ſpirit, and à degree of phtence which is rarely 


ordination; and” had ſuddenly: 
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name and pay, but in no other reſpect. Not only che 
troops of different colonies conceived ' themſelves in- 
dependent of euch other, but in ſome Hhiſtances the dif- 
ferent regimerits of the Tame colony, were back ward to 
ſubmit to the ordert of officers in a higher grade of an- 
ther line. They vert alſo ſdon tired of military life.. 
Novelty and the firſt impulſe of paſſion had led them to 
camp; but the approaching cold ſeaſoty* together with 
the” fatigues and Yangers' incident to wür, induced a 
general wiſh" to relinquiſh the ſer vice“ Though by the 
terms of their enliſtaent, they were to be diſchirged in a 
few weeks, they could not brook” an ubſence frotn their 
homes for that ort ſpace of time. Tue dent of Hber- 
ty and independence, which rouſed the cblbniſts to op- 
poſe the claims of Gttat · Britain, operated agirnſt chat ĩm- 
plicit obediente Which is feceſſary to «well regulated 
army. Fa oa ba gm yr as n DIE oy e) | r Dar 

Even in European ſtates, where lohg Habits have eſti- 
bliſhed ſubmifiv#"to ſuperiors as & primary duty of the 
common people,” the difficulty of goverbing recruits, 
when firſt led tothe ſſeld from civil verupations, is great; 
but to exerciſe diſcipline over freemen, netuſtomed to 2d 
only from the irpiilfe of cheir on ids, required not 
only à knowledge of human nitute, but an accommo- 


found among officers of regular arnüts“ The troops 
under the immediate command of general Montgomery, 
were from their uſuaP habits, averſe to thi ideas of ſub- 
from domeſtic eaſt, 
to the numberleſt wants and diſtreſfes wich are incidem 
ta marches through ſtrange and defert countries. Every 
difficulty was ine reuſed by the ſhbft tetm for which they 
were enliſted. To ſecure the affecnbm of the Canadians, 
it was neceſſary for the American general ro'reftraitithe 
uappetites, and control the Heentioufnefs df his ſoldiery, 
While the appearance of military barſhneſt was dinget- 
ous, leſt" their good will might de förfeited! fn' this 
choice of "difficulties, the genius of Montgomery ſur- 
mounted many obſtacles-. During his fhort but glori- 
0 | ug | ous 
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ous career, he conducted with ſo much prudence, as to 1775. 
make it doubtful, whether. we ought, to admire moſt the >> 


goodneſs of the man, or the addreſs of the general. 
About the ſame time that Canada was invaded, j in the 
uſual route from New-York, a conſiderable detachment 


from the American, army at Cambridge, was conducted 


into that royal province by à neu and unexpected paſſage, 
Colonel Arnold, who ſucceſsfully conducted this bold uu- 
dertaking, therebyacquired the name of the American Han- 


nibal., He was detached with a thouſand, men, from Cam- Sep, 13. 


bridge to penetrate into Canada, by aſcending the river Ken- 
nebeck, and deſcending by the Chaundiere to the river St. 
Lawrence. Great, were the difficulties theſe troops had 
to encounter in marching by an ugexplored route, 309 
miles through an uninhabited country. Ia aſcending the 
Kennebeck, they were conſtantly obliged to work up- 
wards againſt an impetuous current. They were often 
compelled by cataracts or other impediments, to land 
and to haul their batteaux up rapid ſtreams, and over 
falls of rivers. Nor was their march by land more eli- 
gible than this paſſage by water. They had deep ſwamps, 
thick. woods, . difficult; mountains, and craggy precipices 
alternatively to encounter. At ſome places they had to 
cut their way for miles together through foreſts ſo em- 
barraſſed, that their progreſs was only four or five miles 
a day. The conſtant fatigue cauſed many men to fall 
lick. | One third of the number which ſet out, were 
from want of neceſſaries obliged to return; the others 
proceeded with unabated fortitude and conſtancy. Pro- 


viſions, grew at length ſo ſcarce, that ſome of the men 


eat their dogs, cartouch boxes, breeches and ſhoes. When 
they were an hundred miles from any habitation or proſ- 
pect of a ſupply their whole ſtore was divided, which 
yielded four pints of flour for each man. After they 
had baked and caten their laſt morſel. They bad thirty 
miles to travel before they could expect any farther ſup- 
ply. The men bore up under theſe complicated diſtreſſes 
with the greateſt, fortitude. They gloried in the hope 
of completing a. march which would rival the fame of 
ſimilar expeditions undertaken by the heroes of antiquity. 


Having 
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derneſs, without ever ſeeing any thing human, they at 
length reached the inhabited parts of Canada. They 
were there well received, and ſupplied With every thing 
neceſſary for their comfort. The Canadians were ſtruck 
with amazement when they ſaw this armed force emerg- 
iag from the - wilderneſs. It had never entered their 
conceptions that it was poſſible for human beings to 
traverſe ſuch immenſe wilds. The moſt poluted ĩnſtruc- 
tions had been given to this corps, to conciliate the affec- 
tions of the Canadians. It was particularly enjoined up- 
on them, if the fon of lord Chatham, then an officer 
in one of the Britiſh regiments in that province, ſhould 


fall into their hands, to treat him with all poſſible atten- 


tion, in return for the great exertions of his father in 
behalf of American liberty. A manifeſto ſubſcribed by 
general Waſhington, which had been ſent from Cam- 
bridge with this detachment, was circulated among the 
inhabitants of Canada. In this they were invited to ar- 
range themſelves under the ſtandard of general liberty; 
and they were informed that the American army was ſent 
into the province, not to plunder but to protect them. 
While general Montgomery lay, at Montreal, colonel 


Nov. 8 Arnold arrived at Point Levy, oppoſite to Quebec. Such 


was the conſternation of the garriſon and 'inhabitants at 
his unexpected appearance, that had not the river inter- 
vened, an immediate attack in the firſt ſurprize and con- 
fuſion, might have been ſucceſstul. The bold enterpriſc 
of one American army marching through the wilderneſs, 
at a time when ſucceſs was crowning every undertaking of 
another invading in a different direction, ſtruck terror 
into the breaſts of thoſe Canadians who were unfriendly 
to the deſigns of Congreſs. The embarraſſments of the 
garriſon were increaſed by the abſence of fir Guy Carle- 
ton. That gallant officer, on hearing of Montgomery's 
invaſion, prepared to oppoſe him in the extremes of the 
province. While he was collecting a force to attack in- 


vaders in one direction, a different corps, emerging out 


of the depths ot an unexplored wildernefs; ſuddenly ap- 
peared from another, Jn a few days after colonel Arnold 
had 
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nad arrzved ut Polnt Levy, he croſſed the river St. Dee 1775. 


reer, But His chance öf ſucteeding by a conp de main 
was in that hort ſpace greatly diminiſhed. * The criticat 
moment was paſt. This; pabic occaſioned by his firſt ap- 
petrance had abated, and ſolid preparations for the de- 
fence of the ton were adopted. The inhabitants, both 
Engliſh and Canadiaris as ſoon as danger preſſed, united 
for their common defence. Alarmed for their property, 
they were, at their own requeſt, embodied for Its ſecu- 
rity: The ſailors were taken from the ſhipping in the 
harbour, and put to the batteries on ſhore. © As colonel 
Arnold had no artillery, after parading ſome days on the 
heights near "Quebec; he drew off his troops, intending 
nothing more until the arrival of Montgomery, than ” 
cut off ſupplies from entering the garrifon. 

So favourable were the proſpects of the united colo; 
nies at this period,' that general Montgomery ſer on foot 
a regiment of Canadians, to be in the pay of Congreſs. 
James Livingſton, a native of New-York, who had long 
reſided in Canada, was appointed to the command there- 
of, and ſeveral” recruits were engaged for the term of 
twelve months. The inhabitants on both fides of the 
river St. Laurence, were very friendly. Expreſſes in the 
employ of the Americans, went without moleſtation, 
backwards and forwards, between Montreal and Quebec. 
Many individuals performed ſignal ſervices in favour of 
the invading army. Among a conſiderable number Mr. 
Price ſtands conſpicuous, who agranced 500ol. in ſpecie, 
for their uſe. 

Various cauſes had contributed to attach the inhabit- 
ants of Canada, eſpecially thoſe of the inferior claſſes, 
to the intereſt of Congreſs, and to alienate their affections 
from the government of Great-Britain. The conteſt 
was for liberty, and there is ſomething in that ſound, 
captivating to the mind of man in a ſtate of original fim- 
plicity. It was for the colonies, and Canada was alſo a 
colony. The objects of the war were therefore ſuppoſed 
to be for their common advantage. The form of goveru- 
ment lately impoſed on them by act of parliament, was 
far from being ſo free as the conſtitutions of the other 

colonics 
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1775-. colonies, and was in many reſpects particularly _ 
e. The common people had no repreſentative ſhare in 
enacting the laws by which they were to be governed, and 
were ſubjected to the arbitrary will of perſons, over whom 
they had no conſtitutional control. Diſtinctions ſo de- 
grading were not unobſerved. by the native Canadians, 
but were more obvious to thoſe who had known the pri- 
vileges enjoyed. in the neighbouring provinces. Several 
individuals educated in New-Epgland and New-York, 
with the high ideas of liberty inſpired by their free 
conſtitutions, had in the interval between the peace of 
Paris 1763, and the commencement of the American 
war, migrated into Canada. Such, ſenſibly felt the dif- 
ference between the governments they had left, and the 
arbitrary conſtitution impoſed on them, and both from 
principle and affection, earneſtly perſuaded the Canadians 
to make a common. cauſe with the United Colonies, 
Though motives of thꝭ kind induced the peaſantry of 
the country to eſpouſe the intereſt of Congreſs, yet ſun- 
dry individuals, aud ſome whole orders of men, threw 
the weight of their influence into the oppoſite ſcale. The 
legal privileges which the Roman Catholic clergy enjoyed, 
made them averſe to a change, leſt they ſhould be en- 
dangered by a more intimate connection with their pro- 
teſtant neighbours. They uſed their influence in the 
next world, as an engine to operate on the movements 
of the preſent · They refuſed abſolution to ſuch of their 
flocks as abettcd the Americans. This interdiction of the 
joys of heaven, by thoſe who were ſuppoſed to hold the 
keys of it, operated powerfully on the opinions and prac- 
tices of the ſuperſtitious multitude. The ſeigneurs had 
alſo immunities unknown in the other colonies. Such 
is the fondneſs for power in every human breaſt, that re- 
volutions are rarely. favoured by any order of men who 
| have reaſon to apprehend that their future ſituation will, 
in caſe of a change, be leſs pre-eminent than before. 
The ſagacious general Mootgomery, no leſs a man of the 
world than an officer, diſcovered great addreſs in accom- 
modating himſelf to theſe claſhing intereſts, Though hc 
knew the part the popiſh clergy had acted in oppoſition 


to 
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norant of the matter; and treated them and their reli- 
gion with great reſpect and attention. As far as he was 
iuthoriſed to promiſe, he engaged that their eccleſiaſtical 
property ſhould be ſecured, and the free exerciſe of their 
religion continued. To all he held forth the flattering 
idea of calling a convention of repreſentatives, frecly 
choſen, to inffiture by its 'own wh ſuch a form of go- 
rernment as they approved. While the great mind of 
tits Htüſtt ic k man, was meditating ſchemes of liberty 
and happigeſs, a military force was collecting and train- 


ing to oppoſe him, "which in a ſhort time put a . to 
bis valuable Hife. 


At che tine the Athericads Sete before Montreal, ge- 
titral Carletho, as has been related, eſcaped through thei 
hands, ànd por late o Quebec. _His \preſence was itſelf 
a gartifon.” "The confidence repoſed i in his talents, in- 
ſpired. the wen under his comijiand to make the moſt de- 
terbülned rtfiſtante.” Soon after his arrival he iſſued a 
proclamations ſetting forth, „ That all perſons liable to 
do militia duty," and refiding i in Quebee, who refuſed to 
ir in conjunction with the royal ar ſhould i in four 
layy quir Quebec with their families, and withdraw them- 
[elves from the lichits of the diftridt by the. firſt of Decem- 
15 "wp Paik "of. Being treated afterwards As ſpics or re- 

Au wtio were unwilling to co-gperare with the 
wot urthy, being thus difps ſed of, the remainipg i in- 
habſtants, though unuſed to arms, became in A Heile time 
ſo far acquithied* with them, as. 5 be very uſcful in de- 
ſending the tor. They fupported fatigues and ſubmit- 
ted to commahd with a patience bee that 
could not be exceeded b men famili arized to the hard- 
hips and ſaBotaindtion” of 4 | milicary life... 


General Mogigomery | aving, effected N Point aux Dec. i. 


Trembfes, 4 Junction with colonel Arnold, commenced 
the feht of Quebee. Upon his arrival before the town, 
he Wrote 4 letter to che Britih governor, recommendin; 

an iaimedlate ſurrender, to pre vent the dreadFul conſe- 
quences of A ſtorm. Though the flag which conveyed 
this letter was fired upon, and all communication refuſed, 


general 
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by threats of dangers. . The Amerigans ſoon after com- 


"TT 0 


BETS 


be news of , 
had filled the co 


Ba © 


"EX. 


by, eqoquets, in the fir ; Moment after they bad aſſumed 


119: IIA. 11 IIMAEAIS * 1 2 
\etwee colonel Arnold and ſo F his rs, threat- 
— > 34 * 1 4n 88 mg Oc 19.9, KI 2 


cuigg the annihilation of diſciplines The copypentalcur 
rency hag no, Fieculation F 
On TH e e er eee perde 
ende of every £198; eee ee er. 
A e ae , her wan 
F had ot a füfficieng number of 
| men to m. Ne the proper reliefs f the daily laboꝝrs the) 
unferwent; and that Jas duſdetable N Vorn donn 


with toil, Was conſtant | expoled .to the, verities of a 


F e 


e. Twi $A $5225 a . 
ks, en had enliſted, being on the, poing Wee 


* 
o 


: 


ANA REVOLUTION. 


* 


241 


he appitchenidedithat they who were entitled to it, would 1775. 


profpett of ſtaggeriog thi reſolution of the garriſon. They 


were tell ſupplicd with every thing neceſſary for their 


defence ant; were daily acquiring / additioual firmneſs. 
The kExttrmity af wintet was faſt approaching. From 


theſe jcombined circumſtances, general Montgomery was 
impreſſed with a :convidtion, that the ſiege ſhould either 


be mrailed;) or bropght to a ſummary termination. To 


arm the place was che only feaſible method of effecting 


the latter purpoſt. But: this was an nndertaking, in which 


ſutceſa was but barely poffible. Great minds are ſeldom 


exat calculators of danger. Nor do they minutely attend 
to the diſfficulties which obſtruct the attain ment of their 
objects, Fortune, in contempt of the pride of man, has 
eter had an influence in the ſucceſs or failure of military 
enterpriſes. Some of the greateſt atchievementa, of that 
kind, Have owed their 1 to a noble con . of 
common forma. 

The ae Was — with very 
ſtrong works, and the acceſs from the lower town was 
exceſſiuely difficult, from its almoſt perpendicular ſteep- 
neſs. , General Montgomery, from à native intrepi-ity, 
and an ardent thirſt for glory, overlooked all theſe dau- 


gers, and - reſolved/ at once either to carry the place or 


periſh in the attempt. Truſting much to his good for- 
tune-:»confiding in the bravery of his troops, and their 
readineſs to follow whitherſocver he ſhould lead; and de- 
pending ſomewhat on the extenſiveneſs of the works, he 
determined to attempt the town by eſcalade. 


The garriſon of Quebec at this time conſiſted of about 


15 20 men, of which $00 were militia, and 450 were ſea- 
men, belonging to the king's frigates, or merchant ſhips in 
the harbour. The reſt were marines, regulars, or colo- 
nel Maclean new raiſed emigrants. The American ar- 
my conſiſted of about do men. Some had been left at 
Montreal, and near a third of Arnold's detachment, as 
1 been related, had returned to Cambridge. 

General Montgomery having divided this little force 
into four detachments, ordered two feints to be made 
20 H h againſt 


lafit oh cheir dſcharge Oo the other hand, he ſaw no 
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ſerving to himſelf and colonel Arnold the tuo principal 


Tus HS TOR T be) ra 
againſt, the upper town, one by colonel Livingſton, at 


the head of the Catadians againſt Sr. John't gate g A 


the other by major Brown, againſt} cape — re- 


attacks, againſt the lower town. At five o'clock in the 
morning general Montgomery advanced againſt the lower 
town. He paſſed the firſt barrier, and was juſt opening io 
attack the ſecond; when he was killed, together with his 
aid de camp, captain John M Pherſod, captain Cheeſman, 
and ſome others. This fo diſpirited the men that co- 


lonel Campbell, on whom the command devolved; thought 


proper to draw them off. In the meantime colonel Ar- 
nold, at the head of about 350, men, paſſed through St. 
Roques, and approached near a two gun battery, without 
being diſcovered: | This he attacked, and thuugh it was 
well defended, carried it, but with conſiderable loſs. : In 
this attack colonel Arnold reccived a wound, which made 
it neceſſary to carry him off the field of battle. His par- 
ty nevertheleſs continued the aſſault, and puſhing on, 
made themſelves maſters of a ſecond barrier. Theſe 
brave men; ſuſtained the force of the whole garriſon for 
three hours, but finding themſelves hemmed in, and 
wilt out hopes either of ſucceſs, relief or retreat, they 
yielded to numbers, and the advantageous fituation' of 
their ad verſaries. The loſs of the Americans in killed 
and wounded, was about 100, and 300 were taken pri» 
ſoners. Among the flain were captain Kendricks, lieu- 
tenant Humphries, and lieutenant Cooper. The behavi- 


dur of the provincial troops was ſuch as might have ſilenced 


thoſe who had reproached them for being ' deficient in 


courage. The moſt experienced veterans could not have 


exceeded the firmneſs they diſplayed in their laſt attack. 
The iſſue of this aſſault relie ved the garriſon of Quebec 
from all apprehenſions for its ſafety. The provincials 
were ſo much weakened, as to be ſcarcely equal to their 
own defence. However, colonel Arnold had the bold- 
neſs to encamp within three miles of the town, and had 
the addreſs, even with his reduced numbers, to impede 
the conveyance of refreſhments and proviſions into the 
garriſon, His fituation was CP difliculc.: He was 

at 
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araf'{iilncaſe ditante“fröm thoſe parts where effectual 1555. 


alifznce could be *cxpetted. On his firſt entrance into 
thieiprovliite; he dad expcriericed moch kind treatment 
fri the huhn big Pe Cöts disch, befides being fickle 
i thulr reſokutivne; ure pt to be biaſſed by facceſs.' Their 
diſpbstion toad the Ametieans, became therefore daily 
more procations/ 91 Was even difficult to keep the pro- 
vipeial troops from rerurnitig'ts chef reſpective homes, 
Thee faferitigs were great. While thelr adverſaries were 
conifortadly houſed in Quebee, they were expoſed in the 


verlen of n Canada witer was! far ond any thing with 


ſert der n a Dl... ghd i nab han, 
Thie dallveruner of Quebec may BEtonfiſered oy a proof 
how:@utby may be'done by one! man for the preſervarion/ 
of a bountvy. I ale proves thut ſ6l8iersthzy in à fhort 
time be formed out of the maſs of citizens. 33." FINW 
The Nee ſubſiſted, 
during the ſiege, 1 ween Th provincial troops 
gave way to ſentiments bf h JS F. he Americans, 
who ſyrrgodered,. were qtręated with, kindneſs, -Ample 
proyifpny. ere made; for their wounded, and no unbe- 


cellary ſeverity ſhewn to any. Few men have ever fallen 


it BatelE, o im h Hgretted by. both ſides; as gener 
. His any amiable” qualities had procu 
ditt u Urt. were bf private Atfectid on, and his great 


biken un eqn proportion of pubrſc eſteem. Being 


ſiacere lover of es he had engaged | in the America 
eite from! principte, and quired rHie'enjoyment of an eaſy 
fortune, and the higheſt domeſtic felicity, to take an ac- 
Ge n in the fatigues abd dadgers of a war, inſtituted 
for the 'Fef6nb6'bf the! Vece anten he was an a+ 
dopred member. His well known" character was e 
eqqually nende vy che kriendt aud foet of the fide whic 

be bad efpoufed, In A merle He wab betebrated as 4 


nnctyr th che Mtertleb Gr mankind ; f Gredt-ritaid as 


\ niffaided good Wh, Fierificing! to What he Tipps fed "ta 
be tte the of HY Wihtry, * HIS name Was" eeuc 
n Pachs ene with ſigülät reſpeR?® Sone of che moſt 

* powerful 


open Air to the kee #igour of the ſeaſon.” Phe fev 


hap po wer& ach bainted. The o hay above” four 


_ —yﬀ] 


17785 we teceiver general! 6f Me, colo) Moevid be necbpted' 
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WV jntiav of veſtituton and that upon the engugement of 


Several meetings wert held in the! 

in which the condudt bf Mei Henry and of I aſſbciates 
was' upplauded; and reſbfutions Were udoptedg that dr 
every viſque he uud they ſhould de ihdDειhhHEt About 


the inhabitants of Wimamſburg to guard botlf the rea." 
ſury and the magazine, the armed ; return 
10 their habitä tons 44 oe Scl 0e: ung 
The alarm of this affair induced Wrd Donambre to 
ſend his lady und family o boi @itheFowdy Hun of war 
Jamey ver. About the ſume wie Hit Jorethip, with! 
the *affiftante of u detachment ef marine förtißed His 
and ſurrounded it with! arflI&9 1 He Don after 
ilfe d a proclamation, n which Mei Henry zad his kf. 
ſociates were charged with rebellious practices, aud 


preſent commotious were attributed tö H Vetre in the 


people of changing the eabliſhed fir? ef government: 
neighdovrity cortices, 


ibis time copies of ſome letters frum gover¹ Dunmore 
to the niiniſter of the M ertean department wert made 
public. Theſe in the op n of HhelVirginians contains 


ed unfair and unjuft fepreſeuta on df fucug and alu of 


theio temper and diſpoſition - Many ſeverel things wer 
ſaid on both fidei and fume as Ufuul, Maghißet or miſ- 
repreſented whatever ds fald or done One rtruſt be- 
gat another. Every ming tended 46 produce & fpirit of 
diſcontent; and the fever” of the public md daily in- 
creaſed. Kr redn »(11 C dsds SETS! 2: 
In this ſtate of diſdrder the goverHor Ed the ge- 
neral aſſembly. The leading motive) for H ute pected 
meaſure; was to procuve their apprubmion fand acceptance 
of 'the terms of the covioſhiatory mblſon 'grced'to in par- 
liament, on the zcthöf the preetding Rebrunry. His 
lordſhip introduced this to their ednfilcrttion, iw a long 


and plauſible ſp eech. Ia a few Gays they reſented- their 


alldreſt in anſwer, int which! amodg ether grouäds bf 


rejactiau chey f ſtated othat 140 the prGpoI Ed Ptun (only 
changed the forem of oppreſnon - chest beſſeming its 


burthenz“ but they referred the pu pets for 2. Hu deter- 
mination, to Congrels, !'For! thedifelverWMty * declired, 
' * We 
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1 Wt hade enhauſted every mode of application which +775. | | 
our invention could ſuggeſt, as proper and promifing. WW nl 
We have Yecently! remonſtrated with parliament... , They 4 
have added new injuries to: the old. We have wraried i 
our king with ſupplications z he has not deigned to an- | 
ſwer us. We have: appealed to the native honour and h | 
juſtice of dhe Britiſh nation. Their efforts in our favour 1 
have been hitherto ineffectual . net iet ll 
Toe afembly, among their firſt atts, appointed a com- | 
n to enquire into the cauſes of the late diſturbances, 1 
particularly to examine the ſtate of the magazine, 1 
g They found moſt of the remaining powder buried z the 
muſkets deprived of their: locks, and ſpring guns plant» 
ed in che magazine» | Theſe diſcoveries irritated the poo - 
5 ple, and \dccaſfioned intemperate expreſſions of reſent- 
„ eat. Lord Dunmore quitted the palace privately, and May 8. 


——— ——— — — —— 


41 } 
„ Letired on board: che Fowey man of war, which then lay | 
it bear Yorktown, He left a meſſage for the houſe of bur» [ 
of geſſes,  acquainting them © that he thought it prudent 
te co retire to a place of ſafety, having reaſon to believe that 
de he was in conſtant danger of falling a ſacrifice. to popular | 
it fury z he nevertheleſs, hoped they would proceed in the 
r great buſineſs. before them; and he engaged to render | 
ere the communication between him and the houſe as caſy | 
piſs ad as ſafe as. poſſible. . He aflured them that he would e A 
be- atend as heretofore, to the duties of his office, and that | } 
r'of de was well diſpoſed to reſtore that harmony which had . | 
Oy cen unhappily interrupted.” | 7 

10 This meſſage. produced a joint addreſs from the e coun- 


. il and houſe of burgeſſes, in which they repreſented his | 
> Wordſhip's fears to be groundleſs, and declared their wil- | 
nes Wogneſs to concur in any meaſure he would propoſe for I 
Lo ie ſecurity of - himſelf and family; and concluded by 
Prreting bis return to the palace. Lord Dunmore in a 

, 


169 Ty, juſtified bis apprehenfons of danger from the ö 
pron? reats. which had been repeatedly thrown out. He charg+ | 
2 | the houſe of burgeſſes wich countenancing the violent in 


dceedings of the people, and with a deſigu to uſurp the * 

cutive power, and ſubvert the conſtitution. This pro- 

cd a reply fraught with recrimination and defenſive 
| arguments, 

66 We | 
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1779. arguments. Every inoidentaffonded frei whom for alterca. 
don. There'was'a contiaued intereourtt byiraddrefics, 
meſſages and anſyors,” betten then houſe>of burgeſſes 

and the Fowey, but little of the public buſineſa was com- 

pleted. His lord ſhip wal ſtillcacknbseledged as the lay. 

ful governor of the provinces; but did not think pro- 

per to ſet his foot on ſhore, in the cbUur¹tty ver which 

his functions were to be eerciſed. i oe 

At length, when theineeeffary bills were teady for rati- 

fication, the council and burgeſſes joĩntly intreated the 
governor's preſence, to give his aſſent to chem und ſiniſn 

the ſeſſion. After ſeveral meſſages and anfwers, lord 
Dunmore peremptorily refuſed: to meet tlie aſſembly at 

the capital, their uſual place of deliberations but ſaid he 

would be ready to receive them on the next Monday, u 

his preſent reſidence on board the Fowey, ſor tht purpoſe 

of giving his aſſent to ſuch bills as he ſhould approve ot. 

Upon receiving ' this anſwer, the houſe of hurgeſſes 

paſfed reſolutions in which they declared, that the me(- 

ſage requiring them to attend the governor on board 

a ſhip of war, was à high breach of their rights and pri- | 
vileges that they had reaſon to fear à dangerous at- WH | 

tack was meditated agaluſt che colony, and it was therc- Wi 

fore their opinion, that they ſhould prepare for the pre -· Wi , 
ſervation of their rights and liberties. After ſtrongly i , 

| profeſſing loyalty to the king, and amiryoto: the Mother „ 
| Country, they broke up their ſeſſion. The royal ge- ; 
w 

m 


| July 18. verament in Virginia, from that day ceaſed; Boon after, 

BH a convention of delegates was appointed, to ſupply thc 
4 place of the aſſembly. As theſe had an unlimited cor - ., 
| fidence repoſed in them, they became at once poſſeſſcd of hs 


fares they had adopted. They concluded with profeſſ- 
ons of loyalty, and declared that though they were deter- 


ined at every hazard, to maintgin'their rights and pri- 
vileges, 


undefined diſcretionary powers, both legiſlative and cxc- WY 4. 
| cutive. They exerciſed this authority for the ſecurity of * 
| their conſtituents. They raiſed and 'embodied an armed BY n. 
| force, and took other meaſures for putting! the colony BN - 
| in a ſtate of defence. They publiſhed a juſtification ot 

their conduct, and ſet forth the neceſſity of the mea- Gr 
| 
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| 
vlleges, it was alſo their fixed reſolution to diſband ſuch 1775. | 1 
forces as were raiſed for the defence of the colony, when 4 


a number of veſſols of different kinds and ſizes, in one of 

; which he conſtantly reſided, except when he went on 

\ ſhore in à hoſtile manner. This force was calculated 

d only for depredation, and never became equal to any eſ- 

t ſential ſervice. Obnoxious perſons were ſeized and taken 

0 on board. Negroes were carried off---plantations ra- 

t vaged and houſes burnt. Theſe proceedings occafioned 

le the ſending of ſome detachments of the new raiſed pro- 

tf, vincial forces to protect the coaſts.  'This produced a pre- 

ey datory war, from which neither honour nor benefit could 

1 be acquired, and in which every neceſſary from on ſhore 
rd was purchaſed at the riſque of blood. The forces under Oct. 2 5. . | 
ri. his lordſhip attempted to burn Hampton; but the crews 1 
* of the royal veſſels employed in that buſineſs, though © 
re- they had begun to cannonade it, were ſo annoyed by | 
re · riflemen from on ſhore, that they were obliged to quit 4 
% their tation; Ia a few days after this repulſe, a procla- Nov. 7. 1 
ner i mation was iſſued by the governor, dated on board the J 
ger chip William, off Norfolk, declaring, that as the civil law ' 
ter, was at preſent inſufficient to puniſh treaſon and traitors, y 
the BY martial law ſhould take place and be executed throughout $i 
or the colony; and requiring all perſons capable of bearing 
d of irms, to repair to his majeſty's ſtandard, or to be conſi- [ 
ex dered as traitors, He alſo declared all indented ſervants, 1 
y of negroes and others, appertaining to rebels, who were able 1 
med BY and willing to bear arms, and who joined his majeſty's if 
100) BY forces, to be free. 1 
n ot Among the circumſtances which induced the rulers of | 
mer; Great-Britain to count on an eaſy conqueſt of America, | 
fell BY e great number of flaves had a conſiderable weight. T8 
eter· BY On the ſea coaſt of five of the moſt ſouthern provinces, / | 
per the number of flaves exceeded that of freemen. It was 
legen ſuppoſed that the proffer of freedom would detach them 

I i from 41 


ever their dangers" were removed. The headſtrong paſ- 
tons of lord Dunmore precipitated him into farther fol- 
lies. Wirh the aid of the loyaliſts, run away negroes, 
and ſome frigates that were on the ſtation, he eſtabliſhed 
a marine force.” By degrees, he equipped and armed a 
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from their maſter's intereſt, and bind them by ſtrong ties 


— to ſupport the royal ſtandard. Perhaps, under favour- 


Dec. 9. 


able circumſtances, theſe expectations would in ſome de- 
gree have been realiſed ; but lord Dunmore's indiſcre- 
tion deprived his royal maſter of this reſource. Six 
months had clapſed fince his lordſhip firſt threatened its 
adoption. The negroes had in a great meaſure ceaſed 
to believe, and the inhabitants to fear. It excited leſs 
ſurprize, and produced leſs effect, than if it had been 
more immediate and unexpected. The country was now 
in a tolerable ſtate of defence, and the force for protect- 
ing the negroes, in caſe they had cloſed with his lordſhip's 
offer, was far ſhort of what would have been neceſſary 


for their ſecurity. The injury done the royal cauſe 


by the bare propoſal of the ſcheme, far outweighed any 
advantage that reſulted from it. The coloniſts were 
ſtruck with horror, and filled with deteſtation of a go- 
verament which was exerciſed in looſening the bands of 
fociety, and deſtroying domeſtic ſecurity, The union 
and vigor which was given to their oppoſition, was great, 
while the additional force, acquired by his lordſhip, was in- 


_ conſiderable. It nevertheleſs produced ſome effect in 


Norfolk and the adjoining country, where his lordſhip 
was joined by ſeveral hundreds, both whites and blacks. 
The governor having once more got footing on the main, 
amuſed himſelf with hopes of acquiring the glory of re- 
ducing one part of the province by means of the other. 
The provincials had now an object againſt which they 
might direct their arms. An expedition was therefore 
concerted againft the force which bad taken poſt at Nor- 
folk. To protect his adherents lord Dunmore conſtructed 
a fort at the great bridge, on the Norfolk fide, and fur- 
niſhed it with artillery. The provincials alſo fortified 
themſelves near to the ſame place, with a narrow cauſe- 
way in their front. In this ſtate both parties continued 
quiet for ſome days. The royaliſts commenced an attack. 
Captain Fordyce, at the head of about 60 Britiſh grena- 
diers, paſſed the cauſeway, and boldly marched vp to 
the provincial entrenchments with fixed bayonets. They 


were expoſed without cover to the fire of the provincials 
in 


reer 
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in front, and enfiladed by another part of their works. 1775. 
The brave captain and ſeveral of his men fell. The lieu 
tenant, with others, were taken, and all who ſurvived 
were wounded. 'The flaves in this engagement wene more 
prejudicial to their Britiſh employers than to the provin- 
cials. Captain Fordyce was interred by the victors, with 
military honors. The Eagliſh priſoners were treated with 
kindneſs, but the Americans who had joined the king's 
ſtandard, experienced the reſentment of their country- 
men. : 

The royal forces, on the enſuing night, evacuated their 
poſt at the great bridge, and lord Dunmore ſhortly after 
abandoned Norfolk, and retired with his people on board 
his ſhips. Many of the tories, a name which was given 
to thoſe who adhered to the royal intereſt, ſought the 
ſame aſylum, for themſelves and moveable effects. The 
provincials took poſſeſſion of Norfolk, and the fleet, with. 
its new incumberances, moved to a greater diſtance. The 
people on board, cut off from all peaceable intercourſe 
with the ſhore, were diſtreſſed for proviſions and neceſ= ' 
ſaries of every kind. This occaſioned ſundry unimport- 
ant conteſts between the provincial forces and the armed 
ſhips and boats. At length, on the arrival of the Liver- 
pool man of war from England, a flag was ſent on ſhore 
to put the queſtion, whether they would ſupply his ma- 
jeſty's ſhips with proviſions. An anſwer was returned 
in the negative. It was then determined to deftroy the 
town. This was carried into effect, and Norfolk was Jan, 8 
reduced to aſhes. The whole loſs was eftimated at 776. 
300,000l, ſterling. The provincials, to deprive the ſhips 
of every reſource of ſupply, deſtroyed the houſes and 
plantations that were near the water, and obliged the 
people to move their cattle, proviſions, and effects, farther 
into the country, Lord Dunmore, with his fleet, conti- 
nued for ſeveral months on the coaſt and in the rivers of 
Virginia.” His unhappy followers ſuffered a complica- 
tion of diſtreſſes. The ſcarcity of water and proviſions, 
the cloſeneſs and filth of the ſmall veſfels, produced di- 
ſeaſes which were fatal to many, eſpecially to the negroes. 
Though his whole: force was trifling when compared with 


the 
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the reſources of Virginia, yet the want of ſuitable armed 
—◻＋SOᷣͥeſſels made its expulſion impracticable. The experience 


of that day evinced the inadequacy of land forces for the 


defence of a maritime country; and the extenſive miſ- 


chief which may be done, by even an inconſiderable ma- 
rine, when unoppoſed in its own way. The want of a 
navy was both ſcen. and felt. Some arrangements to pro- 
cure one, were therefore made. Either the expectation 
of an attack from this quarter, or the, ſufferings of the 
crews on board, induced his lordſhip in the ſummer 1776 
to burn the leaſt valuable of his veſſels, and to ſend the 
remainder, amounting to 30 or 40 ſail, to Florida, Ber- 
muda, and the Weſt-Indies. The hopes which lord Dun- 


more had entertained of ſubduing Virginia by the co- 


operation of the negroes, terminated with this movement. 
The unhappy Africans who had engaged in it, aye ſaid 
to have almoſt univerſally periſhed: - 

While theſe tranſactions were carrying on, . 
ſcheme, in which lord Dunmore was a party, in like 
manner miſcarried. It was in contemplation to xaiſe a 
conſiderable force at the back of the colonies, particu- 
larly in Virginia and the Corolinas. One Connelly, a 
native of Pennſylyania, was the framer of the deſign. 
He had gained the approbation of lord Dunmere, and 
had been ſent by him to general Gage at Boſton, and 
from him he received a commiſſion to act as colonel com- 
mandant. It was intended that the Britiſh garriſons at 
Detroit, and ſome other remote. poſts, with their artil- 
lery and ammunition, ſhould. be ſubſervient to this de- 
ſign. Connelly alſo hoped for the. aid of the Canadians 
and Indians. He was authoriſed to grant commiſſions, 
and to have the ſupreme direction of the new forces. As 
ſoon as they were in readineſs he was to penetrate through 
Virgina, and to meet lord Dunmore near Alexandria, 
on the river Potowmac. Connelly was taken up on ſuſ- 
picion, by one of the committees. in Maryland, while 
on his way to the ſcene of action, The papers found 
in his poſſeſſion betrayed the whole. Among theſe was 


a general ſketch of the plan, and a letter from lord 


Punmore to one ö. the Indiau chiefs. He was impri- 
a ſoned 
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ſoned, and the papers publiſhed. S0 many fortunate 1776. 
eſcapes induced a. belief among ſerious Americans, thai 


their cauſe was favoured by heaven; The various pro- 
jects which were deviſed and put in operation againſt - 
them, pointed out the increaſing neceſſity of union, while 
the havock made on their coaſts the profer of freedom 
to their Naves, and the eucouragement propoſed to Indians 
for making war ou their frontier inhabitants, quickened 
their reſentment againſt Great-Britain. \ 
North-Carolina was more fortunate- than Virginia. 
The governors of both were perhaps equally zealous for 
the royal intereſt, and the people of both equally attached 
to the cauſe of America, but the former eſcaped with a 
ſmaller portion of public calamity. Several regulations 
were at this time adopted by moſt of the provinces, 
Councils of ſafety, committees, and conventions, were com- 
mon ſubſtitutes for regular government. Similar plans 
for raiſing, arming and ſupporting troops, and for; train- 
ing the militia, were from north to ſouth generally 
adopted. In like manner royal governors throughout 
the provinces, were exerting themſelves in attaching the 
people to the ſchemes of Great-Britain. © Governor Mar- 
tin, of North-Carolina, was particularly zealous in this 
buſineſs. He fortified and armed his palace at Newbern, 
that it might anſwer the double purpoſe of a garriſon and 
magazine. While he was thus employed, fuch commo- 
tions were Excited among the people, that he thought ix 
expedient to retire. on board a ſloop of war in Cape Fear 
river. The people on examining, found powder and 
various military ſtores which had been buried in his gar- 
den and yard. Governor Martin, though he had aban- 
doned his uſual place of reſidence, continued his exerti- 
ons for reducing North-Carolina to obedience. He par- 
ticularly addrefled himſelf ro the regulators and High- 
land emigrants. The former had acquired this name 
from their attempting to regulate the adminiſtration of 
juſtice in the remote ſettlements, in a ſummary manner 
ſubverſive of the public peace. They had ſuffered the 
conſequences of oppoſing royal government, and from 
obvious principles of human nature, were diſpoſed ta 
ſupport 
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1776. ſupport the authority whoſe power to [puniſh they had 
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recently experienced. The Highland emigrants had been 
but a ſhort time in America, and were yet more under 
the influence of European ideas than thoſe which their 
new ſitvation was calculated to inſpire. Governor Mar- 
tin ſent commiſſions among theſe people for raifing and 
commanding regiments; andhe granted one to Mr, M*Do- 
nald to act as their general. He alſo ſent them a pro- 
clamation commanding all perſons, on their allegiance, 
to repair to the royal ſtandard. This was erected by 
general M*Donald; about the middle of February. Upon 
the firſt intelligence of their aſſembling brigadier gene- 
ral Moore, with ſome provincial troops and militia, and 
ſome pieces of cannon, marched to oppoſe them. He 
took poſſeſſion of Rock fiſh bridge and threw up ſome 
works. He had not been there many days when M*Do- 
nald approached, and ſent a letter to Moore, enclofing 
the governor's proclamation, and adviſing him and his 
party to join the king's ſtandard ; and adding, that in 
cafe of refuſal they muſt be treated as enemies. To this 
Moore replicd, that he and his officers conſidered them- 
ſelves as engaged in a cauſe the moſt glorious and ho- 
nourable in the world, the defence of mankind; and in 


his turn offered, that if M Donald's party laid down their 


arms they ſhould be received as friends, but, otherwiſc 
they moſt expect conſequences fimilar to thofe which 
they threatened. Soon after this, general M*Donald with 
his adherents puſhed on to join governor Martin, but 
colonels Lillington and Caſwell, with about 1000 mili- 
tia men, took poſſeſſion of Moore's creek bridge, which 
hy in their way, and raiſed a ſmall breaſt work to ſe- 
cure themſelves. 

On the next morning the Highland emigrants at- 
tacked the militia poſted at the bridge, but M*Cleod, the 
fecond in command, and ſome more of their officers be- 
ing killed at the firſt onſet, they fled with precipitation. 
General M*Donald was taken priſoner, and the whole of 
his party broken and diſperſed. This overthrow pro- 
duced conſequences very injurious to the Britiſh intereſt, 
A FORD fleet and army was expected on the coaſt. A 
junction 
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junction formed between them and the Highland emi- 1776. 
grants in the interior country, might have made à ſeni- YS 


ble impreſſion on the province. From an cagerneſs to 
do ſomething, the inſurgents prematurely took arms, 
and being cruſhed before the arrival of proper ſupportz 
their ſpirits were ſo entirely broken, that no future effort 
could be expected from them. 

While che war raged only in Maſſachuſetts, each pro · 


Ane conducted as under the expectation of being next 


attacked. Georgia, though a majority of its inhabitants 
vert at firſt againſt the meaſures, yet about the middle of 
this year, joined the other colonies.” Having not concur- 
red in the petitions from Congreſs to the king, they pe- 
titioned by themſelves, and ſtated their rights and grie- 
vances, in firm and decided language. They alſo adopted 
the continental aſſociation, and one on ow n to 
Congreſs. 

In Souch-Carolina there was + an 0 to de 
prepared for defence, which was not ſurpaſſed in any of 
the provinces: Regiments were raiſcd---forts. were built 
---the militia trained, and every neceſſary preparation 
made for that purpoſe. Lord William Campbell, the roy- 
al governor, cadeavourcd to form a party for the ſup- 
port of government, and was in ſome degree ſucceſsful. 
Diſtruſting his perſonal ſafety on ſhore, about the middle 
of September, he took up his reſidence on yore: an arm- 
ed veſſel, then in the harbour. 

The royal government ſtill exiſted in name and form; 
but the real power which the people obeyed, was exerciſed 
by a proviacial congreſs, a council of ſafety, and ſubor- 
dinate committees. To conciliate the friendſhip of the In- 
dians, the popular leaders ſent a ſmall ſupply of powder 
into their country. They ho were oppoſed to Congreſs 
embodied, and robbed the waggons which were employed 


in its tranſportation. To inflame the minds of their ad- 


herents, they propagated a report that the powder was 
intended. to be given to the Indians, for the purpoſe of 
maſſacreing the friends of royal government. The inba- 
bitants took arms, ſome to ſupport royal government, but 
others to ſupport the American meaſures. The royal- 

iſts 
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1776. iſts acted feebly and were eaſily | overpowered. They 
xere diſheartened by the ſuperior numbers that. oppoſed 


them. They every where gare way and were obliged ci. 
ther to fly or feign/ ſubmiſſions. Solicitations had been 
made about this time for royal forces to awe the ſouthern 
provinces, but without effect till the proper ſeaſon was 
over. One ſcheme for this purpoſe was fruſtrated by a 
ſingular device. Private intelligence had been received 
of an expreſs being ſent from Sir james Wright, governor 
of Georgia, to general Gage. By him the neceſſity of 


ordering a part of the royal army to the ſouthward was 


fully ſtated- The expreſs was waylaid, and compelled by 
two gentlemen to deliver his letters. One to general Gage 
was kept back; and another one forwarded in its room. 
The ſeal and hand writing were ſo exactly imitated that 


the deception was not ſuſpected. The forged letter was 


received and acted upon. It ſtated ſuch a degree of peace 
and tranquility as induced an opinion that there was no 
neceſſity of ſendipg royal troops to the ſouthward. While 


theſe ſtates were thus left to themſelves, they had time 


and opportunity to prepare for extremities, and in the 
mean time the friends of royal goverament were ſeverally 
cruſhed. A ſeries of diſaſters followed the royal cauſe 
in the year 1775+ General Gage's army as cooped up 
in Boſton, and rendered uſeleſs. In the ſouthern ſtates, 
where a ſmall force would have made an impreſſion, the 
royal governors were unſupported. Much was done to 
irritate the coloniſts and to cement their union, but very 
little, either in the way of conqueſt or conceſſion, to ſub- 
due their ſpirits or conciliate their affeftions. - 

In this year the people of America generally took their 
ſide. Every art was made uſe of by the popular leaders to 
attach the inhabitants to their royal cauſe; nor were the vo- 
taries of the royal intereſt inactive. But little impreſſion 
was made by the latter, except among the uninformed. 
The great maſs of the wealth, learning, and influence, in 
all the ſouthern colonies, and in moſt of the northern, 
was in favour of the American cauſe. Some aged per- 
ſons were exceptious to the contrary. Attached to an- 
cient habits, and enjoying the fruits of their induſtry, 

they 
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they were flow in. approying new meaſures ſubverſive of 
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the former, and endangering the latter. A few who had HA 


baſked in the ſunſhine of court favour, were reſtrained - 


by honour, principle and intereſt, from forſaking the 
fountain of their cujoyments. Some feared'the power 


of Britain, and others doubted - the perſeverance of A- 


mericaz but a great majority reſolved to hazard ev 
thing in preference to à tame ſubmiſſion. In the begin- 
ning of the year, the coloniſts were farmers, merchants and 


mechanics ; but in its. cloſe they had aſſumed the pro- 


feſſion of ſoldiers. So ſudden a transformation of ſo 
numerous, and ſo diſperſed a people, is without a parallel. 
This year was. alſo remarkable for the general termi- 
nation of royal government. This was effected without 
any violence to its executive officers. The new ſyſtem 
was not ſo much forcibly impoſed or defignedly adopted, 
as introduced through neceſſity, and the imperceptible a- 
gency of a common danger, operating uniformly on the 
mind of the public. The royal governors, for the moſt 
part, voluntarily abdicated their governments, and retired 
on board ſhips of war. They afligned for reaſon, that 
they apprehended perſonal danger, but this, in every in- 
ſtance, was unfounded. Perhaps theſe repreſentatives of 


royalty thought, that as they were conſtitutionally neceſ- 


ſary to the adminiſtration of juſtice, the horrors of anar- 
chy would deter the people from proſecuting their oppo- 
ſition. If they acted from this principle, they were miſ- 
taken. Their withdrawing from the exerciſe of their of- 
ficial duties, both furniſhed an apology, and induced a 
neceſſity, for organiſing a ſyſtem of government independ- 
ent of royal authority. By encouraging oppoſition to the 
popular meaſures, they involved their friends in great 
diſtreſs. The unſucceſsful inſurrections which they fo- 
mented, being improperly timed, and unſupported, were 
eaſily overthrown, and actually ſtrengthened the popular 
government, which they meant to deſtroy. 
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Tranſactions in Maſſachuſetts, and Evacuation of Boſton, 


S the year 1775 drew near to a cloſe, the friends 

of Congreſs were embarraſſed with a new diffi- 

culty. Their army was temporary, and only engaged to 
ſerve out the year. The object for which they had ta- 
ken up arms was not yet-obtained. Every reaſon which 
had previouſly induced the provinces to embody a mili- 
tory force ſtill exiſted, and with increaſing weight. It 
was therefore reſolved to form a new army. The ſame 
flattering hopes were indulged, that an army for the en. 
ſuing year would anſwer every purpoſe. A committee 
of Congreſs, conſiſting of Dr. Franklin, Mr. Lynch, and 
Mr. Harriſon, repaired to head quarters at Cambridge, 
and there in conjunction with general Waſhington made 
arrangements for organiſing an army for the year 1776. 
It was preſumed that the ſpirit which had hitherto ope- 
rated .on the yeomanry of the country, would induce 
moſt of the ſame individuals to engage for another 
twelvemonth, but on experiment it was found that much 
of their military ardor had already evaporated. The firſt 
impulſe of paſſion, and the novelty. of the ſcene, had 
brought many to the field, who had great objections 
againſt continuing in the military line. They found, that 
tobe ſoldiers required ſacrifices of which, when they aſſum- 
ed that character, they had no idea. So unacquainted 
were the bulk of the people with the mode of carrying 
on modern war, that many of them flew to arms with 
the deluſive expectation of ſettling the whole diſpute by 
a few deciſive and immediate engagements. Experience 
ſoon taught them that to riſque life in open fighting, was 
but a part of the ſoldier's duty. Several of the inferior 
officers retired=---the men frequently refuſed to enliſt, un- 
leſs they were allowed to chuſe their officers. Others 
would 'not engage unleſs they were indulged with fur- 
loughs. Fifty would apply together for leave of ab- 
ſence ; indulgence threatened leſs ruinous conſequences 
than a refuſal would probably have produced. On the 


whole enliſtments went on ſlowly. Though the recrvits 
for 
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for the new army had not arrived, yet the Connecticut 1776. 
troops, whoſe time expired on the firſt of December, WW 


could not be perſuaded to continue in ſervice. Oo their 


way home ſeveral of them were ſtopped by the country 


people; and compelled to return. When every thing 
ſeemed to be expoſed, by the departure of ſo great a 

part of the late army, the militia was called on for a tem- 
porary aid. A new difficulty obſtructed, as well the re- 
cruiting of the army, as the coming in of the militia. 


Sundry perſons infected with the ſmall pox, were ſent out 


of Boſton and landed at Point Shirley, Such was the 
dread of that diſeaſe, that the Britiſh army ſcarcely ex- 


cited equal terror. 80 many difficulties retarded the re- 


cruiting ſervice, that on the laſt day of the year 1775, 


the whole American army amounted to no more than 


9650 men. Of the remarkable events with which this 


important year was replete, it was not the leaſt, that 


within muſket ſhot of twenty Britiſh regiments, one 
army was diſbanded and another enliſted. 
All this time the Britiſh troops at Boſton were ſuffer- 


ing the inconvenience of a blockade, From the 19th . 


of April they were cut off from thoſe refreſhments which 
their ſituation required. Their ſupplies from Britain 
did not reach the coaſt for a long time after they were 
expected. Several were taken by the American cruiſers, 
and others were loſt at ſea. This was in particular the 
fate of many of their coal ſhips. The want of fuel was 
peculiarly felt in a climate where the winter is both ſe- 
vere and tedious. They relieved themſelves in part from 
their ſufferings on this account, by the timber of houſes 
which they pulled down and burnt. Veſſels were dil- 
patched to the Weſt-Indies to procure proviſions ; but 
the iſlands were ſo ſtraitened, that they could afford bur 
little aſſiſtance. Armed ſhips and tranſports were or- 
dered to Georgia with an intent to procure rice, but the 
people of that province, with the aid of a party from 
South-Carolina, ſo effectually oppoſed them, that of ele- 
ven veſſels, only two got off ſafe with their cargoes. It 
was not till the ſtock of the garriſon was nearly exhauſt- 


ed that the tranſports from England entered the port of 


Boſton, 


— 
— 
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1776. Boſton, and relieved the diſtreſſes of the gurriſon- 
> While the troops within the Ines were apprehenſive 


January 
18. Militia men, from New-Hampſhire or Connecticut. This 


— 


arms. Powder was equally ſrarce, and yet daily appll- 
Fations were made for gividends of the ſmall quantity 
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of ſuffering from wunt of provifions, the troops Without 
were equally uneaſy for want of employment. Uſed to 
labour and motiofi on their farms, they but illy reliſhed 
the inactivity and confinement of à camp life. Fiery 
ſpirits declaimed in favour of an aſſault· They preferred 
a bold ſpirit of enterprise, to that pafſive fortitude which 
bears up under preſent evils, while it waits for favoura- 
ble junctures. To be in readineſs for an attempt of this 
kind, a councit of war recommended to call in 7280 


number added to the regular army before Boſton, would 
have made an operating forte of abbut 17,000 men. 
The provincials laboured under great inconveniencies 
from the want of arms and ammunition. Very early in 
the conteſt, the king of Great- Britain, by proclamation, 
forbad the exportation of warlike ſtores to the colonies. 
Great. exertions had been made to manufacture falt petre 
and gun powder, but the ſupply was flow and inade- 
quate. A ſecret committee of Congreſs had been ap- 
pointed, with ample powers to lay in a ſtock of this ne- 
ceſſary article. Some ſwift ſailing veſſels had been dif- 
patched to the coaſt of Africa to purchaſe what could 
be procured in that diſtant region. A party from Charleſ- 
ton forcibly took about 17000lbs, of powder from 2 
veſſel- near the bar of St. Auguſtine. Some time after, 
commodore Hopkins ſtripped Providenee, one of the Ba- 
hama iſlands of a quantity of artillery and ſtores ; but the 
whole, procured from all theſe quarters, was far ſhort of a 
ſufficiency. In order to ſupply the new army before 
Boſton with the neceſſary means of defence, an applica- 
tion was made to Maſſachuſetts for arms, but on exami— 
nation it was found that their public ſtores afforded only 
200. Orders were iflued to purchaſe frelocks from 
private perſons, but few had any to fell, and fewer would 
part with them. In the mont of February, there were 
2000 of the American infantry, who were deſtitute of 
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which was on hand, for the defence of various parts 1776. 
— 


chreatened with iovaſion. The eaſtern colonies; pre- 
ſented an unuſual fight. A powerful enemy ſafely in» 
trenched in their (firſt city, while a fleet was ready to 


tranſport them to any part of the coafl.. A numerous 


body of huſbandmen was reſolutely, beat on oppoſi- 
tion, but without the neceſſary arms and ammunition 
for ſelf defence. The eyes of all were fixed on general 
Waſhington; and from him it was unreaſonably expected 


that he would by a bold exertion, free the town of Boſ- 


ton from the Britiſh troops. The dangerous fituation of 
public affairs led him to conceal the real ſcarcity, of 
arms and ammunition, and with that magnanimity which 
is characteriſtical of great minds, to ſuffer his character 
to be aſſailed, rather than vindicate himſelf by expoſing 
his many wants. There were not wanting perſans, who 
judging from the ſuperior numbers of men in the Ame- 
rican army,” boldly aſſerted, that if the commander in 
chief was not defirous of. prolonging his importance at 
the head of an army, he might by a vigorous exertion 
gain poſſeſſion of | Boſton. Such ſuggeſtions were re- 
ported and believed by ſeveral, while they were un- 
contradicted by the general, who choſe to riſque his 
fame, rather than expoſe his army and his country. 
Agreeably to the requeſt of the council of war, about 
1000 of the militia had rendezyouſed in February. Ge- 
neral' Waſhington ſtated to his officers that the troops 
in camp, together with the reinforcements which had 
been-called for, and were daily coming in, would amount 
nearly to '1 7,000 men---that he had not powder ſuffici- 
ent for a bombardment, and afked their advice, whether, 
as reinforcements might be daily expected to the enemy, 
it would not be prudent before that event took place, to 
make an aſſault on the Britiſh lines. The propoſition 
was negatived z but it was recommended to take poſſeſ- 
ſion of Dorcheſter heights. To conceal this deſign, and 
to divert the attention of the garriſon, a bombardment of 
the town from other directions commenced, and was car- 
ried on for three days with as much briſkneſs as a defi- 


eus Rock of powder would . In this firſt eſſay, 


three 


/ 
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1776; three of the mortars were broken, ander from-e defer 


nn their. conſtruction, or more probably Wanne, 
of the proper mode of uſing them. |. ||; 2 +121 

The night of the 4th of March was fixed upon * tak- 
ing poſſeflion of Dorcheſter heights. . A covering party 
of about 800 men led the way. Theſe were followed 
by the carts with the intreaching tools, and 1200 of x 

working party, commanded by general Thomas, In the 
| rear there were more than 200 carts, loaded with faſcines, 
and hay in bundles. While the cannon were playing in 
other parts, the greateſt ſilence was kept by this working 
party. The active zeal of the induſtrious provincials 
completed lines of defence by the morning, which aſto- 
niſhed the garriſon. The difference between Dorcheſter 
heights on the evening of the 4th, and the morning of 
the 5th, ſcemed to realiſe the tales of romance, The ad- 
miral informed general Howe, chat if the Americans kept 
poſſeſſion of theſe heights, he would not be able to keep 
one of his majeſty's ſhips in the harbour. It was there- 
fore determined in a council of war, to attempt to diſ- 
lodge them. An engagement was hourly expected. It 
was intended by general Waſhington, in that caſe, to force 
his way into Boſton with 4000 men, who were to have 
embarked at the mouth of Cambridge river. The mili- 
tia had come forward with great alertneſs, each bringing 
three days proviſion, in expectation of an immediate aſ- 
ſault. The men were in high ws and n 
waiting for the appeal. 

They were reminded that it was ihe nd of March, 
and were called upon to avenge the death of .their coun- 
trymen killed on that day. The many eminences in and 

ncar Boſton, which overlooked the ground on which it 
was expected that the contendirig parties would engage, 
were crouded with numerous ſpectators. But general 
Howe did not intend to attack till the next day. Ia or- 
der to be ready for it, the tranſports went down in the 
evening towards the caſtle. In the night a moſt violent 
ſtorm, and towards morning a heavy flood of rain, came 
on. A carnage was thus providentially prevented, that 


would probably have cqualled, & not exceeded, che - 
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tal 19th of June, at Bunker's-hill. Tn this fituation-it 1976. 
was agreed" by the Britiſh, eee een to evacuate — 
the town as ſoon as poſſible. 

In a few days after, a flag came out of Boſton, with 
1 paper ſiz ted by four ſelect men, informing, ** that they 
had applied to general Robertſon, who, on an applica- 
tion to general Howe, was authorifed to aſſure them, that 
he had no intention of burning the town, unleſs the 
troops under his command were 'moleſted, during their 
embarkation, or at their departure, by the armed force 
without“⸗ When this paper was preſented to general 
Waſhington, he replied, „that as it was an unauthen- 
ticated paper, and without an addreſs, and not obliga- 
tory on general Howe, he could take no notice of itz“ 
but at the ſame time intimated his . wiſhes for the . 
turity of the tow u. 

A proclamation was iſſued by general Howe, cedering 
ill woollen” and linen goods to be delivered to Crean 
Bruſh, Eſq: . Shops wete opened and ſtripped of their 
goods.” A Hcentious plundering took place. Much was 
carried off,” and more was wantonly deſtroyed. Theſe 
reegolabitls were forbidden in orders, and the guilty 
threatened with death, but nevertheleſs every miſchief 
which diſappointed malice could ſuggeſt, was committed. 

The Britiſh amounting to more than 7000 men, evacu- March 
ated Boſton, leaving their barracks ſtanding, and alſo a NN 
number of pieces of cannon ſpiked, four large iron ſea gh 
mortars, and ftores, to the value of { 30,000. They 
demoliſhed the caſtle, and knocked off the trunnions of 
the cannon. Various incidents cauſed a delay of nine 
days after the evacuation, before they left Nantaſket road. 

This embarkation was attended with many circumſtan- 
ces of diſtreſs and embarraſſment. On the departure of 
the royal army from Boſton, a great number of the in- 
labitanrs attached to their ſovereign, and afraid of pub- 
lic reſentment, choſe to abandon their country. From 
the great multitude about to depart, there was no poſ- . 
ibility of procuring purchaſers for their furniture, nei- 
ther was there a fufficiency of veſſels for its convenient 
iranſportation; Mutual jealouſy ſubſiſted between the 

army 
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1776. army and navy; each charging the other as the cauſc of 


received any advice of their deſtination Wants and in- 
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ſome part of their common diſtreſs. The army was full of 
diſcontent. Reinforcements though long promiſed, had 
not arrived. Both oſſicers and ſoldiers, thought them. 
ſelves neglected. Five months had elapſed ſince they had 


conveniencies increaſed. their ill humour. Their intend. 
ed voyage to Halifax ſubjected them to great dangers. 
The coaſt at all times hazardous, was; eminently ſo at 
that tempeſtuous equinoctial ſeaſon... They, had reaſon 
to fear they would be blown off to the Weſt-Indies, and 
without a ſufficient ſtock of proviſions. . They were alſo 
going to a barren country. To add to their difficulties, 
this dangerous voyage when completed, was directly ſo 
much out of their way. Their buſineſs lay to the 
ſouthward, and they were going northward. Under 
all theſe difficulties, and with all theſe, gloomy: proſpetts, 

the fleet ſteered for Halifax. Contrary to appearances, 
the voyage thither was both ſhort and proſperous. They 
remained there for ſome time, | waiting, for reinforce- 

ments and inſtructions. from England. When the royal 
fleet and army departed from Boſton, ſeveral ſhips were 


left behind for the protection of ,veſſels,;coming from 


England, but the American privateers were ſo alert that 
they nevertheleſs made many prizes. Some of the vel 
ſels which they captured, were laden with arms and 
warlike ſtores. Some tranſports, with troops on board, 
were alſo taken. Theſe had run, into the harbour, not 
knowing that the place was evacuated. The boats em- 
ployed in the embarkation of the Britiſh troops, had 
ſcarcely completed their buſineſs when general Waſhing 
ton, with his army, marched into Boſton. , He was re- 
ceived with marks of approbation more flattering than 
the pomps of a triumph. The inhabitants releaſed from 
che ſeverities of a garriſon life, and from the various in- 
dignities to which they were ſubjected, bailed him as their 
deliverer. Reciprocal congratulations between thoſe 
who had been confined: within the Britiſh lines, and thoſe 
were excluded from entering them, were exchanged with 
an ardor which cannot be diſeribed. General Waſh- 


ington 
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ington was honoured by Congreſs with a vote of thanks. 1776. 
They alſo ordered a medal to be ſtruck, with fuitable den 


vices to perpetuate the rememberance of the great event. 


The Maffachuſetts council and houſe of repreſentatives. 


complimented him in a joint addreſs, in which they ex- 
prefſed their good wiſhes in the following words, ©* May 
you ſtill go on approved by heaven---revered by all good 
men, and dreaded by thoſe en who claim their fel- 
low men as their property.” His anſwer. was modeſt and 


Proper. 


The evacuation of Boſton had been previouſly deter- 
mined upon by the Britiſh miaiſtry, from principles of 
political expedience. Being reſolved to carry on the 
war for purpoſes affeQing all the colonies, they conceived 
a central poſition to be preferable to Boſton. Reaſoning 
of this kind had induced the adoption of the meafure, 
but che American works on Roxbury expedited its execu- 
tion.” The abandonment of their friends, and the with- 
drawing their forces from Boſton, was the firſt act of 
a tragedy in which evacuations and retreats were the 
{cenes 'which moſt frequently occurred, and the epilogue 
of which was a total evacuation of the United States. 


—————_— — —  — — — — ——— 
G H A . XI. 


Tranſa ions in Canada. 


HE tide of good fortune which in the autumn of 
1775 flowed in upon general Montgomery, induced 
Congreſs to reinforce the army under his command. 
Chamblee, St. Johns, and Montreal having furrendered 
to the Americans, 2 fair proſpect opened of expelling the 
Britiſh from Canada, aud of anvexing that province to 
the united colonies: While they were in imagination 
anticipating theſe events, the army in which they confid- 
ed was defeated, and the general whom they adored was 
killed. The intelligence tranſmitted from general Mont- 


gomery, previous to his aſſault on Quebec, encouraged Jan. 8, 
Congreſs to reſolve that nine battalions ſhould be kept 1776. 


up and maintained in Canada. The repulſe of their ar- 
L1 my 
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Jan. 19. 


| 
D of the Americans. It was no ſooner known, at head 


Canada, was appointed to the command of this new corps. 


Jan. 24. 


bY. for repreſenting them in Congreſs, 


Tus; HISTORY: or Tar” 4 
my, though diſcouraging, did not extinguiſh the ardor 


quarters in Cambridge, than general Waſhington convened 
a council of war by which it was reſolved, That as no 
troops could be ſpared from Cambridge, the colonies of 
Maſſachuſetts, Connecticut and New-Hampſbire, ſhould 
be requeſted to raiſe three regiments and forward them 
to Canada. Congreſs alſo reſolved to forward the rein. 
forcements previouſly voted, and to raiſe four battalions 
in New-York, for the defence of that colony, and to 
garriſon Crown-Point, and the ſeveral poſts to the ſouth- 
ward of that fortreſs, | That the army might be ſupplied 
with blankets for this winter expedition, a committee 
was appointed to procure from houſeholders, ſuch as 
could be ſpared from their families: To obtain a ſupply 
of hard money for the uſe of the army in Canada, proper 
perſons were employed to exchange paper money for ſpecie. 
Such was the enthuſiaſm of the times that many thouſand 
Mexican dollars were freely exchanged at par, by indivi- 
duals for the paper bills of Congreſs. It was alſo reſolved, 
to raiſe a corps of artillery for this ſervice, and to take 
into the pay of the colonies: one thouſand Canadians, in 
addition to colonel Livingſton's regiment. Moſes Hazen, 
a native of Maſſachuſetts, who had reſided many years in 


Congreſs addreſſed a letter to the Canadians in which 
they obſerved, ** Such is the lot of human nature, that 
the beſt of cauſes are ſubject to vlciſſitudes; but generous 
ſouls, culightened and warmed with the fire of liberty, 
become more reſolute as difficulties increaſe. They ſtated 
to them, that eight battalions were raifing to proceed to 
their province,” and that if more force was neceſſary it 
ſhould be ſent.” They requeſted them 'to' ſeige with ca- 
gerneſs the favourable opportunity then offered to co-ope- 
ratc in the preſent glorious. enterpriſe, and they adviſed 
them to eſtabliſh aſſociations in their different pariſhes, 
to elect depnties for forming a provincial aſſembly, and 


The cauſt'of the Americans had received fuch power- 


ful aid from mavy patriotie publications in their rr: 
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and from the fervent exhortations of popular preachers, 1776. 


connecting the cauſe of liberty with the animating prin- 
ciples of religion, that it was determined to employ theſe 
two powerful inſtruments of revolutions---printing and 
preaching, to operate on the minds of the Canadians. A 
complete apparatus for printing, together with a printer 
and a clergyman, were therefore ſent into Canada. 
Congreſs alſo appointed Dr. Franklin, Mr. Chaſe and 
Mr. .Carrol, the two firſt of whom were members of 


their body, and the laſt a reſpectable gentleman of the 


Roman catholic perſuaſion to proceed to Canada with the 
view of gaining over the people of that colony to the 
cauſe of America, and authoriſed them to promiſe on 
behalf of the united colonies, that Canada ſhould be re- 


ceived into their aſſociation on equal terms, and alſo that 


the inhabitants thereof ſhould enjoy the free exerciſe of 
their religion; and the peaceable poſſeſſion of all their ec- 
clefiaſtical property. 

The defire of effecting ſomething deciſive” in Canada 
before the approaching ſpring, would permit relief to aſ- 
cend the river St. Lawrence, added to the enthuſiaſm of 
the day, encountered difficulties which, in leſs animated 
times, would be reckoned unſurmountable. Arthur St. 
Clair who was appointed colonel of one of the Pennſyl- 
vania regiments received his recruiting orders on the 10th 
of January, and notwithſtanding the ſhortneſs of the pe- 
riod, his regiment was not only raiſed, but fix companies 
of it had, in this extreme cold ſeaſon, completed their 
march from Pefinſylvania to Canada, a diſtance of ſeve- 
ral hundred miles, and on the eleventh of April follow- 
ing, joined the American army before Quebec. 

Though Congreſs and the ſtates made great exertions 
to ſupport the war in Canada, yet from the fall of Mont- 
gomery their intereſt in that colony daily declined. 'The 
reduction of Quebec was an object to which their reſources 
vere inadequate. Their unſucceſsful aſſault on Quebec 
made an impreſſion both on the Canadians and Indians 
unfavorable to their views. A, woman infected with the 
ſmall-pox had either been ſent out, or voluntarily came 
out of Quebec, and by mixing with the American ſoldiers 

propagated 
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Lawrence. The expectation of their coming had for 


Tut HIST ORT or run 


propagated that ſcourge of the new. world to the great 
diminution. of the effective force of their army. The 
ſoldiers inoculated themſclves, though their officers iſſued 
poſitive orders to the contrary, By the firſt of May ſo 
mauy new troops had arrived thatthe American army, in 
name, amounted to 3000, but from the prevalence of the 
ſmall-pox there were only yoo fit for duty. The inereaſ- 


ing number of invalids retarded their military operations, 


and diſcouraged their friends, while the oppoſite party 
was buoyed up with the expectation that the adyancing 
ſeaſon would ſoon bring them relief. To theſe cauſes 
of the declining intereſt of Congreſs, it muſt be added that 
the affections of the Canadians were alienated. They had 
many and well founded complaints againſt the American 
ſoldiers. Unreſtrained by the terror of civil law and re- 
fuſing obedience to a military code, the hope of impuni- 


ty and the love of plunder, led many of the invading ar- 


my to practices not leſs diſgraceful to themſelves, than in- 
jurious to the cauſe in which they had taken arms. Not 
only the common ſoldiers but the officers of the A meri- 


can army deviated, in their intercourſe with the Cana- 


dians, from the maxims of ſound policy. Several of them 
having been lately taken from obſcure life were giddy with 
their exaltation. Far from home they were unawed by 
thoſe checks which commonly reſtrain the ferocity of 
man. 

The reduction of Chamblee, St. Johns', and Montre- 
al, together with the expoſed fituation of Quebec, being 
known in England, meaſures were without delay adopted 
by the Britiſh miniſtry to introduce into Canada, as ſoon 
as poſſible, a force ſufficient for the double purpoſe ot 
recovering what they had loſt, and of proſecuting offen- 
five operations from. that quarter againſt the revolted 
colonies. The van of this force made good its paſſage, 
very early in the ſpring, through the ice up the river ot. 


ſome time damped the hopes of the befiegers, and had 
induced them to think of a retreat. The day before the 


firſt of the Britiſh reinforcements arrived, that mea(ur: 


was reſolved upon by a council of war, and arrange 


ments were made for carrying it into execution. Go- 
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| . Carleton was too great a proficient in the 1776. | 
art of war, to delay ſeizing the advantages which then 
conſternation of the beſiegers, and the arrival of a rein- 
forcement, afforded. A ſmall detachment of ſoldiers and 
marines from the ſhips which had juſt aſceaded the river . 
St. Lawrence, being landed and joined to the garriſon in 

Quebec, he marched out at their head to attack the A- 

mericaus. On his approach, he found every thing in 

confuſion. 'The late beſiegers abandoning their artillery 


and military ſtores, had in great precipitation retreated. 


In this manner at the expiration of five months, the ; 
mixed ſiege and blockade of Quebec was raiſed. The | 
fortitude and perſeverance of the garriſon reflected ho- | 
nour on both officers and privates. '1 

The reputation acquired by general Carleton in his | 


military character, for bravely and judiciouſly defending | 


the province committed to his care, was exceeded by the | | 
ſuperior applauſe, merited from his exerciſe of the vir» | 
tues of humanity and generoſity. Among the nume- | 


being moved were left behind. The victorious general 
proved himſelf worthy of ſucceſs by his treatment of 
theſe unfortunate men, he not only fed and cloathed them, 
but permitted them when recovered to return home, ap- 
prehending that fear might make ſome conceal themſelves 
in the woods, rather than by applying for relief, make | | 
themſelves known, he removed their doubts by a proclama- a 
tion, in which he engaged, that as ſoon as their health May 10, 1 
was reſtored, they ſhould have free liberty of returning | 
to their reſpective provinces.” This humane line of con- " 
duct was more injurious to the views of the leaders in vj 
the American councils, than the ſeverity practiſed by bi 
other Britiſh commanders. The truly politic, as well as | 
humane general Carleton, diſmifſed theſe priſoners af- = 
ter liberally ſupplying their wants with a recommenda- 23 
tion, ** to go home, mind their farms, and keep them- = 
ſelves and their neighbours from all participation in the | 
unhappy war.“ 

The ſmall force which arrived at Quebec early i in May, 
was followed by ſeveral Britiſh regiments; together with 

the 


rous ſick in the American hoſpitals, ſeveral incapable of | 
] 
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= 1776. the Brunſwie troops in ſuch a rapid ſucceſſion, that in 


a few weeks the whole was eſtimated at 13,00 men. 

The Americans retreated forty five miles before they 
ſtopped. After a ſhort halt, they proceeded to the Sorel, 

at which place they threw up ſome flight works for their 
fafety. They were there joined by ſome battalions com- 
ing to reinforce them. About this time general Thomas, 
the commander in chief in Canada was ſeized with the 
ſmall pox and died, having forbidden his men to ino- 
culate, he conformed to his own rule, and .refuſed to 
avail himſelf of that precaution. On his death, the 
command devolved at firſt on general Arnold, and af- 
terwards on general Sullivan. It ſoon became evident, 
that the Americans muſt abandon the whole province of 
Canada, 

From a deſire to do ſomething which might counter- 
balance in the minds of the Canadians, the unfavourable 
impreſſion which this farther retreat would communicate, 
General Thomſon projected an attack on the Britiſh 
poſt at the Three Rivers. This lies about half way between 
Quebec and Montreal, and is ſo called from the vicini- 
ty of one of the branches of a large river, whoſe waters 
are diſcharged through three mouths into the St. Lawrence. 
With this viw a detachment of fix hundred men was put 
. under the command of colonel St. Clair. At their 
head he advanced to the village of Nicolette, When 
every thing was ready for the enterpriſe, intelligence was 
received that fix tranſports eſcorted by twa frigates from 


Quebec, had arrived and brought a large addition to the 


late force at the Three Rivers. This cauſed ſome new 
movements, and a delay till more troops could be brought 
forward. General Thomſon then came on with a re- 
inforcement and took the command of the whole. It 
was determined to make the propoſed attack in four dit- 
ferent places at the ſame time. One divifion command- 
ed by colonel Wayne was to gain the eaſtern extremity 
of the town. One commanded by colonel Maxwell was 
to enter from the northward about the center, and the 
other two diviſions commanded by colonels Sinclair and 

* Irvine were to enter from the weſtward, © The whole 
go having 
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Lac, abqut three hours before day. At ſome diſtance So 


from this point, there are two ways of approaching Three 
Rivers, one by a road that leads along the banks of the St. 
Lawrence, the other by a road almoſt parallel, but at a chn- 
ſiderable diſtance. It had been determined to advance on the 
laſt. Iatelligence was brought to general Thomſon, ſoon 
after his landing that a party of 3 or 400 men were poſted 
at three miles diſtance· The troops were inſtantly put in 


motion to diſlodge them. The intelligence proved to 


be falſe but it had carried the detachment, ſome diſtance 
beyond the point, where the roads ſeparated. To have 
returned, would have conſumed time that could not be 
ſpared as the day was faſt approaching. It was therefore 
reſolved to proceed in a diagonal direction towards the 
road they had left. After being much retarded by very 
difficult grounds, they arrived at a moraſa which ſcemed 
impaſſable, ', Here the day brake, when they were fix 


miles from their object. General Thomſon ſuſpeRing 


the fidelity of his guides, put them under arreſt - reverſed 
the order of his march, and again reached the road by the 
river. He had advanced but a ſmall diſtance; before he 
was fired upon by two armed veſſels. All expectation 
of ſycceeding by furpriſe, was now at an end; It was 
therefore inſtantly determined to make an open attack. 
The ſun was riſing. The drums were ordered to beat, 
and the troops moved on with the greateſt alacrity. Hav- 
ing ad vauced three miles farther, the ſhips of war began 
to fire on them. The American officer wha led the ad : 
vance, ſtruck into a road on the left, which alſo led to 
the town, and was covered from the fire of the ſhips, 
This laſt road as circuitous and led through a yaſt traq; 
of woodland at that ſeaſon almoſt impaſſable. He ne- 
verthelels entered the wood, and the reſt of the detach» 
ment followed After incredible labour, and wading 
a riyulet breaſt deep, they gained the open country north 
of the village. A party of the Britiſh were ſoon diſcos» 
vere about a, mile to the left of the Americans, and 
between them and the towau. Colonel Wayne, ardent for 


«tio immediately attacked chem. The onſet was gallant 


nnd 
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176. and 'vigorous, but the conteſt was uncqual. The Ame. 


ricans were foon repulſed and forced to retreat. In the 
beginning of the action general Thomſon left the 
main body of his corps to join that which was engaged. 
The woods were fo thick, that it was difficult for any 

perſon in motion, after loſing fight of an object to reco- 
ver it. The general therefore never found his way back. 

The ſituation of colonel St. Sinclair, the next in command 
became embarraſſing, In his opinion a retreat was ne- 

ceſſary, but not knowing the preciſe ſituation of his ſupe- 
rior officer, and every moment expecting his return, he 
declined giving orders for that purpoſe. At laſt when 
the Britiſh were diſcovered on the river road, advancing 
in a direction to gain the rear of the Americans, colonel 
Sinclair in the abſence of gen. Thomſon, ordered a retrcat. 
This was made by treading back their ſteps through 
the ſame diſmal ſwamp by which they had advanced. 
The Britiſh marched dire&ly for the point du Lac with 
the expectation of ſecuring the American batteaux. On 
their approach major Wood, in whoſe care they had 
been left, retired with them to the Sorel. At the point 
du Lac, the Britiſh halted and took a very advantageous 
poſition. As ſoon as it was diſcovered that the Ameri- 
cans had retired, à party of the Britiſh purſued them. 
When the former arrived near the place of their embar- 
kation, they found a large party of their enemies poſted 
in their front, at the ſame time that 'another was only 
three quarters of a mile in their rear. Here was a new 
and trying dilemma, and but little time left for conſider- 
ation. There was an immediate neceſſity, either to lay 
down their arms or attempt by a ſudden March to turn 
the party in front and get into the country beyond it. 
The laſt was thought practicable. Colonel St. Clair hav- 

ing ſome knowledge of the country from his having ſerved 
in it in the preceding war, gave them à route by the Aca- 

dian village where the river de Loups is fordable. They 
had not advanced far when colonel St. Clair found him- 
ſelf unable to proceed from a wound, occaſioned by a 
root which had penerrated through his ſhoe, His men 
offered to carry him, but this generous propoſal was de- 


clined. 


„ „ „„ 


2 


Dt 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 


273 


clined. He and two or three officers, who having been 1776. 
— 


vorn down with fatigue, remained behind with him, 
found an aſylum under cover of a large tree which had 
been blown/up by the roots. They had not been long in 
this ſituation when they heard a firing from the Britiſh in 
almoſt: all directions. They nevertheleſs lay ſtill, and in 
the night ſole off from the midſt of ſurrounding foes.— 
They were now preſſed with the importunate cravings 
of hunger, for they were entering on the third day with- 
our food. After wandering for ſome time, they acci- 
dentally found ſome peaſants, who entertained them with 
great hoſpitality. In a few days they joined the army 
at Sorel, and had the ſatisfation to find that the greateſt 
part of the detachment had arrived ſafe before them. In 
their way through the country, although they might in 
almoſt every ſtep of it have been made priſoners, and 
had reaſon to fear that the inhabitants from the proſpect 
ofreward, would have been tempted to take them, yet they 


met with neither injury nor inſult. General Thomſon - 


was not ſo fortunate. After having loſt the troops and 
falling in with colonel Irwine, and ſome other officers, 
they wandered the whole night in thick ſwamps, without 
being able to find their way out. Failing in their attempts 
to gain the river, they had taken refuge in a houſe, and 
vere there made priſoners. | 
The Britiſh forces having arrived, and a e 
body of them having rendezvouſed at the Three Rivers, 
: ſerious purſuit of the American army commenced. 
Had Sir Guy Carleton taken no pains to cut off their re- 
treat, and at once attacked their poſt, or rather their 
fortified camp at Sorel, it would probably have fallen in- 
to his hands; but either the bold, though unſucceſsful 
attack, at the Three Rivers had taught him to reſpect 
them, or he wiſhed to reduce them without bloodſhed, 
ln the purſuit he made three diviſions of his army, and 
arranged them fo as to embrace the whole American en- 
campment, and to command it in every part. The re- 
treat was delayed ſo long that the Americans evacuated 
dorel, only about two hours before one diviſion of the 
britiſh made its appearance. 
M m While 
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1976. While the Amerieans were retreating, they were dai. 
- }y affailed by the remonſtrances of the inhabitants of Ca- 
nada, who had either joined or befriended them. Great 
numbers of Canadians had taken a decided part in their 
favour, rendered them eflential ſervices, and thereby in. 

curred the heavy penalties annexed to the crime of ſup. 
porting rebellion. Theſe, though Congreſs had aſſured 

them but a few months before that they would never 
abandon them to the fury of their common enemies“ 

were from the neceſſity of the caſe left expoſed to the re- 
ſentment of their provincial rulers. Several of them with 
tears in their eyes, expoſtulated with the retreating ar. 

my, and bewailing their hard fate prayed for ſupport. 

The only relief the Americans could offer was an aſſur- 

ance of continued protection, if they retreated with them, 

but this was a hard alternative to men who had wives, 
children and immoveable effects. They generally con- 
cluded, that it was the leaſt of two evils to caſt themſelves 

on the mercy of that 8 againſt which they had 

offended. 

The diſtreſſes of the ans army were e great. The 
'Britiſh were cloſe on their rear and threatening then 
with deſtruction. The unfurniſhed ſtate of the colonic 
in point of ordnance, impoſed a neceflity of preſerving 

their cannon. The men were obliged to drag their load- 

cd batteaus up the rapids by mere- ſtrength, and when 
they were to the middle in water. The retreating army 
vas alſo incumbered with great numbers labouring under 
the ſmall-pox, and other diſeaſes. Two regiments, at one 
time, had not a ſingle man in health. Another had on- 
ly fix, and a fourth only forty, and two more were it 
' nearly the ſame condition. 
To retreat in face of an enemy is at all times hazard- 
ous ; but on this occaſion it was attended with an unu 
| ſual proportion of embarraſſments. General Sullivan 
0 EW ag who conducted the retreat, nevertheleſs acted with ſ- 
much judgment and propriety, that the baggage and pub 
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lic ſtores were ſaved, and the numerous ſick brought 0! 
The American army reached Crown-Point on the fick 
of July, and at that place made their firſt ſtand. 
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A ſhort time before the Americans evacuated the province 
of Canada, General Arnold convened the merchants of 
Montreal, and propoſed to them to furniſh a quantity 
of ſpecified articles, for the uſe of the army in the ſervice 
of Congreſs. While they were dcliberating on the ſubject, 
he placed centinels at their ſhop doors, and made ſuch 
arrangements, that what was at firſt only a requeſt, oper- 
ated as, a command. A great quantity of goods were 
taken on pretence that they were wanted for the uſe of 


the American army, but in their number were many ar- 


ticles only ſerviceable to women, and to perſons in civil 
life. His nephew ſoon after opened a ſtore in Albany, 
and publicly diſpoſed of goods which had been procured 
at Montreal. 

The poſſeſſion of Canada ſo eminently favoured the 
plans of defence adopted by Congreſs, that the province 
was evacuated with great reluctance. 'The Americans 
were not only mortified at the diſappointment of their 
favourite ſcheme, of annexing it as a fourteenth link in 
the chain of their confederacy, but apprehended the 


moſt ſerious conſequences from the aſcending of the Bri- 


tiſh power in that quarter. Anxious to preſerve a foot- 
ing there, they had perſevered for a long time in ſtemming 
the tide of unfavourable events. 

General Gates was about this time appointed to com- 
mand in Canada, but on coming to the knowledge of 
the late events in that province, he concluded to ſtop ſhort 
vithin the limits of New-York. The ſcene was hence- 
forth reverſed. Inſtead of meditating the recommence- 
ment of offenſive operations, that army which had lately 
excited ſo much terror in Canada, was called upon to be 
prepared for ne an invaſion threatened from that 
province. 

The attention of the Americans being excluſively fixed 
on plans of defence, their general officers commanding in 
the northern department, were convened to deliberate on 
the place and means moſt ſuitable for that purpoſe. To 
form a judgment on this ſubje&, a recollection of tHe 
events of the late war, between France and England, was 
of advantage. The ſame ground was to be fought over, 

and 
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and the ſame poſts to be again contended for. Ou the 


WYSy confines of Lake George and Lake Champlain two inland 


ſeas, which ſtretch almoſt from the ſources of Hudſon's 
river to the St. Lawrence, are ſituated the famous poſts 
of Ticonderoga and Crown-Point, Theſe are of prima- 
ry neceſſiiy to any power which contends for the poſſeſſion 
of the adjacent country, for they afford the moſt con- 
venicat ſtand either for its annoyance. or defence. In 


. the opinion of ſome American officers, Crows-Point 


to which the army on the evacuation of Canada had re- 
treated, was the meſt proper place for erecting works of 
defence, but it was otherwiſe determined, by the council 
convened, on this occaſion. It was alſo by their advice 
reſolved, to move lower down, and to make the principal 
work on the ſtrong ground caſt of Ticonderoga, and cſ- 
pecially by every means to endeavour to maintain a naval 
ſuperiority in Lake Champlain. In conformity to theſe 
reſolutions general Gates with about 12,000 men, which 
collected in the courſe of the ſummer, was fixed in com- 


mand of Ticonderoga, and a fleet was conſtructed at 
 Skeneſborough. 'This was carried on with ſo much ra- 


pidity, that in a ſhort, time there were afloat, in Lake 
Champlain, one ſloop; three ſchooners, and fix gondo- 
las, carrying in the whole 58 guns, 86 ſwivels; and 440 
men. Six other veſſels were alſo nearly ready for launch- 
ing at the ſame time. The fleet was put under the com- 
mand of general Arnold, and he was inſtructed by gene- 
ral Gates, to proceed beyond Crowu- Point, down Lake 
Champlain, to the Split Rock; but moſt peremptorily re- 
ſtrained from advancing any farther, as ſecurity againſt an 
apprehended invaſion was the ultimate end of the ar- 
mament. 

The expulſion of the ae r from Cana- 
da, was but a part of the Britiſh deſigns in that quarier. 
They urged the purſuit no farther than St. John's, but 
indulged the hope of being ſoon in a condition for paſs- 


ing the lakes, and penexrating through. the country to 


Albany, ſo as to form a communication with New-York. 
The objects they had in view were great, and the ob- 
ſtacles in the way of their accompliſhment equally ſo. 

: Before 
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Before they could advance with any proſpect of ſucceſs, a 1776 


fleet ſuperior to that of the Americans on the lakes, was 
to be conſtructed. The materials of ſome large veſſels 


were, for this purpoſe, brought from England, but their 
tranſportation, and the labour neceſſary to put them to- 
gether required both time and patience. The ſpirit of 


the Britiſh commanders roſe in proportion to the difficul- 
ties which were to be encountered. Nevertheleſs it wag 


ſo late as the month of October, before their fleet was: 
prepared to face the American naval force, on Lake 


Champlain, The former conſiſted of the ſhip Inflexiv 
ble, mounting 18 twelve pounders, which, was ſo ex- 
peditiouſly conſtructed, that ſhe failed from St. John's 
28 days after laying her kecl. One ſchooner mounting 
14 and another 12 flx pounders. A flat bottomed ra- 
deau carrying ſix 24 and fix 12 pounders, beſides howit- 
ers, and à gondola with ſeven nine pounders. There 
were alſo twenty ſmaller veſſels with braſs field pieces, 
from 9 to 24 pounders, or with howitzers. Some long 
boats were furniſhed in the ſame manner. An equal 
number of large boats afted as tenders. Beſides theſe 
veſſels of war, there was a vaſt number deſtined for the 
tranſportation of the army, its ſtores, artillery, baggage 
and proviſions. The whole was put under the command 
of captain Pringle. The naval force of the Americans, 
from the deficiency of means, was far ſhort of what was 
brought againſt them. Their principal armed veſſel was 
a ſchooner, which mounted only 12 fix and four poun- 
ders, and their whole fleet in addition to this, conſiſled 
of only fifteen: veſſels of inferior force. 

No one ſtep could be taken towards accompliſhing. the 
deſigns of the Britiſh, on the northern frontiers of New- 
Lork, till they had the command of Lake Champlain. 


Wich this view their fleet proceeded up the lake, and en- Oct. 11. 


gaged the Americans. The wind was ſo unfavourable 
to the Britiſh, that their ſhip Inflexible, and ſome other 
veſſet of force, could nor be brought to action. This 
leflened the incquality between the contending fleets fo 
much, that the principal damage ſuſtained by the Ame- 
ricans, was the loſs of a ſchooner and gondela. At the 

approach 


vs 
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approach of night the action was diſcontinued.” The 


WYS vanquiſhed took the advantage, which the darkneſs af- 


forded to make their eſcape. This was effected by ge- 
neral Arnold, with great judgment and ability. By the 
next morning the 'whole fleet under his command was out 


of fight,' The Britiſh purſued with all the fail they could 


OR. 13. 


croud. The wind having become more favourable, they 
overtook the Americans, and brought them to action 
near Crom Point. A ſmart engagement enſued and was 
well ſupported on both ſides for about two hours. Some 
of the American veſſels which were moſt a head eſcaped 
to Ticonderoga. To gallies and five gondolas remain- 


ed and reſiſted an unequal force, with a ſpirit approach - 


ing to deſperstion. One of the gallies ſtruck and was 
taken. General Arnold, though he knew that to eſcape 
was impoſſible, and to reſiſt unavailing, yet inſtead of 
ſurrendering, determined that his people ſhould not be- 
come priſoners, nor his veſſels a re- inforcement to the 
Britiſh, This ſpirited reſolution was executed with a 
judgment, equal to the boldneſs, with which it had been 
adopted. He ran the Congreſs galley, on board of which 
he was, together with the ſive gondolas on ſhore, in ſuch a 
poſition, as enabled him to land his men and blow up the 
veſſels. In the execution of this perilous enterpriſe, he 
paid a romantic attention to a point of honour. He did 
not quit his own galley till ſhe was in flames, leſt the 
Britiſh ſhould board her, and ſtrike his flag. The re- 
ſult of this action, though unfavourable to the Ameri- 
cans, raiſed the reputation of general' Arnold, higher 


than ever. In addition to the fame of a brave ſoldier, 


he acquired that of an able ſea officer. 
The American naval force being nearly deſtroyed, the 


| Britiſh had undiſputed poſſeſſion of Lake Champlain. 


On this event a few continental troops which had been 


at Crown-Point, retired to their main body at Ticondero- 


ga. General Carleton took poſſeſſion of the ground 
from which they had retreated, and was there ſoon join- 
ed by his army. He ſent out ſeveral reconnoitering par- 
tics,” and at one time puſhed forward a ſtrong detach- 


ment on both ſides of the lake, which approached near 
to 
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to Ticonderoga. Some Britiſh veſſels appeared at the 1776. 
ſame time, within cannon ſhot of the American works, 


at that place. It is probable he had it in contemplation, 
if circumſtances favoured to reduce the poſt, and that. 
the apparent ſtrength of the works, reſtrained him 
from making the attempt, and induced his return to Ca- 
nada. | 

Such was the termination of the northern campaign 
in 1776. Though after the ſurrender of Montreal eva» 


' cuations, defeats, and retreats, had almoſt uninterruptedly 


been the portion of the Americans, yet with reſpect to 
the great object of defence on the one fide, and of con- 
queſt on the other, a whole campaign was gained to them, 
and loſt to their adverſaries. 

The Britiſh had cleared Canada & its invaders, and de- 
ſtroyed the American fleet on the lakes, yet from impe- 
diments thrown in their way, they failed in their ulterior 
deſigns. The delays contrived by general Gates, retard- 
ed the Britiſh tor ſo great a part of the ſummer, that by 
the time they had reached. Ticonderoga, their retreat on 


account of the approaching winter, became immediately |. 


neceſſary. On the part of the Americans, ſome men, 
and a few armed veſſels were loſt, but time was gained, 
their army ſaved, and the frontier of the adjacent-ſtates 
ſecured from a projected invaſion. On the part of the 
Britiſh, the object of a campaign, in which 13,000 men 
were employed, and near a million of money expended, 
was rendered in a great meaſure abortive. 
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The Proceedings of Parliament, again the Colonies, 


1775-6. Operations in South-Carolina, New-York, and 
News Jerſey. © | | 
HE operations carried on againſt the united colo- 


nies, in the year 1775, were adapted tocaſesof crimi- 


nal combination among ſubjects not in arms. The mi- 
litary arrangements for that year, were therefore made 
on the idea of a trifling addition to a peace eſtabliſhment. 

It 
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1776. It was either not known, that a majority of the Ame. 
n icans had determined to reſiſt the power of Great-Bri- 


tain, rather than ſubmit to the late coercive laws; or it 
was not believed that they had ſpirit ſufficient to act in 
conformity to that determination. The propenſity in 
human nature, to believe that to be true, which is wiſhed 
to be fo, had deceived the royal ſervants in America, 
and the Britiſh miniſtry ia England, ſo far as to induce 
their general belief, that a determined ſpirit on the part 


of government, and a few thouſand troops to ſupport 


that determination, would eaſily compoſe the troubles in 
America. Their military operations in the year 1775, 
were therefore calculated on the ſmall ſcale of ſtrength- 
' ening the civil power, and not on the large one of reſiſt- 


ing an organiſed army. Though it had been declared by 


parliament in February, 1775, that a rebellion exiſted in 
Maſſachuſetts, yet it was not believed that the coloniſts 
would dare to abet their oppoſition by an armed force. 
The reſiſtance made by the militia at Lexington, the 
conſequent military arrangements adopted, firſt by Maſ- 
ſachuſetts, and afterwards by Congreſs, together with the 
defence of Bunker's-hill, all conſpired to prove that the 
Americans were far from being contemptible adverſaries. 
The nation finding itſelf, by a fatal progreſſion of the vn- 
happy diſpute, involved in a civil war, was rouſed to re- 
collection. Though ſeveral corporate bodies, and ſundry 
diſtinguiſhed individuals in Great-Britain, were oppoſed 
to coercive meaſures, yet there was a majority for 
proceeding. The pride of the nation was intereſted in 
humbling the coloniſts, who: had darcd to reſiſt the pow- 
er which had lately triumphed over the' combined force 
of France and Spain. The proſpect of freeing their own 
eſtates from a part of the heavy taxes charged thereon, 
induced numbers of the landed gentlemen in Great-Bri- 
tain to ſupport the ſame meaſures. They conceived the 
cocrcion of the colonies to be the moſt direct mode of 
ſecuring their contribution towards finking the national 
debt © Influenced by theſe opinions, ſuch not only juſti- 
fied' the adoption of rigorous meaſures, but chearfully 
conſented to preſent additional taxes with the ſame ſpirit 

which 
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which induces litigants in private life to advance money 1775. 
for forwarding a lawſuit, from the termination of which 
great profits are expected- Lord North, the prime mi- | 
niſter of England, finding himſelf ſupported by ſo . 
powerfuk inte reſts, was encouraged to proceed. He had 
alreadpiibducd/ a powerful party in the city of London, 

and triumphed over the Eaft-India company. The ſab»: 

miſſion of the colonies was only wanting to complete the 

glory af his admiaiſtration. Previous ſucceſs embolden- 


. ed him to attempt the arduous buſineſs. He flattered | 
himſelf that the accompliſhment of it would, not only 


reſtore peace to the empire, but give a brilliancy to his 
name, far exceeding that of any of his predeceſſors. 

Such was the temper of a great part of the nation, and 
ſuch; the gmbitious views of its prime miniſter, when the 
parliament was convened, on the aꝗth of October 1778. 
la the ſpeech from the throne great complaints were made 
of the leaders in the colonies, who were ſaid by their miſ- 
repreſentatives to have iufuſed into the minds of the de- 
luded multitude opinions, repugnant to their conſtitution- 
al ſubordination, and afterwards to have proceeded to the 
commencement of hoſtilities, and the uſurpation of the 
whole powers of government. His majeſty alſo charged 
his ſubjects in America with meaning only to amuſe by 
vague expreſſions of attachment to the Parem State, while 
they were preparing for a general revolt“ And he far- 
cher aſſerted i that the rebellious war now levied by them 
was become more general, and manifeſtly; carried on for 
the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing an independent empire, and 
that it was become the part of wiſdom, and in its effects, 
of clemeney to put a ſpeedy end en anden the” 
moſt decifive chertions.“ Fe 

Ia formation was alſo given, . « che moſt friendly - 
offers of foreign aſſiſtance had been received; and that 
his majeſtyꝰs electoral troops were ſent to the garriſon t 
Gibraltar and Port Mahon, in order that a large num- 
ber of the eſtabliſhed forces of the kingdom might be 
applied to the maintenance of its authority.“ The ſeve- 
rity of theſe aſſertions was mitigated by a declaration, 
that when the unhappy and deluded multitude againſt . 
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whom this force ſhould be directed, would become ſen- 


q die of their error; his majeſty. would be “ready to re- 


ceive the miſled with tenderneſs and mercy,” © and that 
to prevent inconvreniencies, hie ſhould give authority to 
certain perſons on the ſpot, to grant general or particular 
pardons and indemaities to ſuch as ſhould be diſpoſed to 
return totheirallegiance.“ The ſentiments expreſſed inthis 
ſpeech and the heavy charges therein laid againſt the colo- 
niſts; were re · ec hoed in addreſſes to the king from both 
houſes of parliament; butnot withouta ſpirited proteſt in the 
houſe of lords. In this, nineteen diſſenting members aſ- 
ſerted the American war to be unjuſt and impolitic in 
its principles, and fatal in its conſequences:“ They alſo 


declared, that they could not conſent to an addreſs, 


*« which might deceive: his majeſty and the public into a 


belief of the confidence of their houſe / in the preſent mi- 


Nov. 20, 
1775 


niſters, who had diſgraced parliament, deceibed the. na- 
tion ··L loſt the colonies, and involved them in a civil war 
againſt their cleareſt intereſts, and upon tbe moſt unjuſti- 
fiable grounds wantonly {piling the ee 
their fellow ſubjects.“ 

The ſanction of panliament being obtained for a vigor- 
ous proſecution of the American war, eſtimates for the 
public ſervice, were agreed to on the idea of operating 
againſt the colonies as an hoſtile armed foreign power. 
To chis end it was voted to employ 29, 09 ſeamen, and 


. $5z000; land forces, and the ſanttion of authority was 


not long after given to meaſures for engaging foreign 
mercenaries. No miniſtry had in any preceding war ex- 
erted- themſelves more to proſecute military operations 
againſt alien enemies, than the preſent to make the enſu- 
ing campaign deciſive of the diſpute between the Mother 
Country and the colonies. . One legiſlative act was ſtill 
wanting to give full efficacy to the intended» proſecution 
of hoſtilities. This was brought into parliament in a bill 
interdicting all trade and intercourſe with the thirteen 
united colonies. By it all property of. Americans, whether 
of ſhips-or goods, on the high ſeas, orin harbour, was de- 
clared to be forfeĩted to the captors, being the officers 


and crews of his majeſty's ſhips of war.” It farther en- 
acted 
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acted that the-maſters, <rews-and other perſons found 1775. 
on board captured American veſſels, ſhould be entered we 


on board his majeſty's veſſels of war, and there confidered 


to be in his majeſty's ſervice to all intents and purpoſes, 


- 
) 
F as if they had entered of their own accord.” This bill al- 
- ſo! authoriſed the crown to appoint commiſſioners, who 
- over and above granting pardons to individuals were em- 
2 powered to © enquire; into general and particular grie- 
h vances, and to determine whether any colony or part of a 
* colony was returned to that ſtate of obedience, which 
might entitle it to be received within the king's peace and 
protection.“ In that caſe upon a declaration from the 
commiſſioners the reſtricuons of the propoſed law were 
to ceaſe.” 

It was ſaid in favour of this bill, “ that as the Fra 
ricans were already in a ſtate of war, it became neceſſary 
that hoſtilities ſhould be carried on againſt them, as was 
uſual againſt alien enemies. That the more vigorouſly 
and extenfively military operations were proſecuted, the 
ſooner would peace and order be reſtored.---That' as the 
commiſſioners went out with the ſword in one hand, and 
terms of conciliation in the other, it was in the power of 
the coloniſts. to prevent the infliction of any real or appa- 
rent ſevereties, in the propoſed ſtatute.” 

In oppoſition to it, it was ſaid, © that treating the A- 
mericaus as a foreign nation, was chalking out the way for 
their independence.” One member obſerved, that as the 
indiſcriminate rapine of property authoriſed by the bill, 
would oblige the coloniſts to coaleſce as one man, its title 
ought to be A bill for carrying more effectually into 


Au- execution the reſolves of Congreſs.” The clauſe for veſt- 
ther ing the property. of the ſeizures in the captors, was re- 
ſtill probated as. tending to extinguiſh in the breaſts of ſea- 
tion men the principles of patriotiſm - of national pride and 


glory, and to ſubſtitute in their room habits of cruelty, 
of piracy and robbery. But of all parts of this bill 
none was ſo ſeverly condemned as that clauſe by which 
de- perſons taken on board the American veſſels, were indiſ- 
criminately compelled to ſerve as common ſailors in Bri- 
G tiſh ſhips of war. This was ſaid to be a reſinement of 
acted | tyranny 
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1776. tyranny worſe than death.“ It was alſo ſaid; * That no 
WY man could be deſpoiled of his goods as a foreign enemy, 


of his moſt uſeful and faithful ſubjedts.“ 


and at the ſame time obliged to ſerve as a citizen, and that 


compelling captives to bear arms againſt their families, 


kindred, friends and country---and after being plunder- 


ed themſclves to become accomplices in plundering their 


- brethren, was unexampled, except nr pirates, the 


outlaws and enemics of human ſociety.” To all theſe 
high charges the miniſtry replied, * that the meaſure was 
an act of grace and favour, for” ſaid they, * the crews 


of American veſſels, inſtead of being put to death, the 


legal puniſhment of their demerirs, as traitors and rebels, 
are by this law to be rated on the king's books, and treat- 
ed as if chey were on the ſame footing with a great body 
It was alſo 
ſaid, ** that their pay and emoluments in the ſervice of 
their lawful ſovereign would be'a compenſation for all 
ſcruples that might ariſe from the ſuppoſed violation of 
their principles.” 

In the progreſs of the debates on this bill, lord Mans- 
field declared, “that the queſtions of original right and 
wrong were no longer tobe conſidered - that they were en- 
gaged in a war, and muſt uſe their utmoſt efforts to ob- 


- . tain the ends propoſed by it, that they muſt either fight 


or be purſued, and that the juſtice of the cauſe muſt 
give way to their preſent ſituation.” Perhaps no ſpeech 
in or out of parliament operated more extenſively on the 
irritated minds of the coloniſts than this one. 

'The great abilities and profound legal knowledge of 
lord Mansfield were both known and admired in Ame- 
rica. That this illuſtrious oracle of law ſhould declare 
from the ſcat of legiſlation, that the juſtice of the cauſe 
was no longer to be regarded, excited the aſtoniſhment, 
and cemented the union of the 'coloniſts; “ Great-Bri- 
tain, ſaid they, has commenced war againſt us for main- 
taining our conſtitutional liberties, and her lawgivers now 
declare they muſt proceed without any retroſ 
the merits of the original ground of diſpute. Our 
peace and happineſs muſt be ſacrificed to Britiſh ho- 
pour and conſiſtency, in their continuing to proſecvte 

an 
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an unjuſt invaſion of our rights.” A number of lords, - 1775. 


as uſual, entered a ſpirited proteſt againſt the bill, but it 


was carried by a great majority in both houſes of parlia- Dec. 21, 

ment, and ſoon after received the royal afſent. „ 1975. 
This law arrived in the colonies in March 1776. The 

eſſects reſulting from it were ſuch as had been predicted by 

its oppoſers. It not only united the colonies in reſiſting 

Great- Britain, but produced a favourable opinion of in- 

dependence in the minds of thouſands, who previouſly 


reprobated that meaſpre. It was conſidered from New- 


Hampſhire to Georgia, as a legal diſcharge from allegiance 
to their native ſovereign, What was wanting to produce 
a decided majority of the party for breaking off all con- 
nexion with Great-Britain, was ſpeedily obtained from 
the irritation excited by the hiring of foreign troops to 
fight againſt the coloniſts. This meaſure was nearly co- 
incident with the ratification of the probibitory law juſt 
mentioned, and intelligence of both arrived in the colo- 
nies about the ſame time. 

The treaties which had been lately . with the 
Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, the duke of Brunſwie, and 
the hereditary prince of Heſſe Caſſel for hiring their 
troops to the king of Great-Britain, to be employed in 
the American ſervice being laid before the houſe of com- Feb. 2 
mons, a motion was made thereon for referring them to * 
the committee of fupply. This  occaboned a very in- 
tereſting debate on the propriety of employing foreign 
troops againſt the Americans. The meaſure was ſup- 
ported on the neceſſity of proſecuting the war, and the 
impracticability of raifing a ſufficient number of domeſ- 
tic levies. It was alſo urged “ that foreign troops in- 
ſpired with the military maxims, and ideas of implicit 
ſubmiſſion, would be leſs apt to be biafſed by that falſe 
lenity, which native ſoldiers might indulge, at the ex- 
pence of national intereſt,” - It was ſaid, ff Are we to 
ht ſtill and ſuffer an unprovoked rebellion to terminate 
in the formation of an independent hoſtile empire ?" 
“Are we to ſuffer our colonies, the object of the great 
national expence, and of two bloody wars to be loſt for- 
(vx to us, and given away to ſtrangers from a, ſcruple of 

employing 
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1776. employing forcign troops to preſerve our juſt rights, over 


colonies for which. we have paid fo dear a purchaſc ? 
As the Americans by refuſing the obedience and taxes of 
ſubje&s, deny themſelves to be a part of the Britiſh em- 


pite, and make themſelves forcigners; they cannot com- 


plain that foreigners are employed againſt them.” On 


the other ſide the meaſure was ſeverely condemned. The 


neceſſity of the war was denied, and the nation was re- 
preſented as diſgraced by applying to the petty prince; 
of Germany, for ſuccours againſt her own rebellious ſub- 
jects. The tendency of the example to induce the A- 
mericans to form alliances with foreign powers, was 
ſtrongly urged. It was ſaid, hitherto the coloniſts 


have ventured to commit themſelves ſingly in this ardu- 


ous conteſt, without having recourſe to foreign aid, but 
it is not to be doubted, that in future they will think 
themſelves fully juſtiſied both by our example, and the 
laws of ſelf preſervation, to engage foreigners to aſlii 
them in oppoſing thoſe merceoaries, whom we arc about 
to tranſport for their deſtruction. Nor is it dopbtfu! 
that in caſe of their application, European powers of 
a rank far ſuperior to that of thoſe; petty princes, to 
whom we have Jo abjefly ſued for aid, will conſider 


. themſelves to be equally entitled to interfere in the quar- 


rel between us and our colonies.” | 

The ſuppoſition of the Americans receiving aid from 
France or Spain, was on this and ſeveral other occaſions 
ridiculed, on the idea that theſe-powers would not dare 
to ſet to their ou colonieg he dangerous example of 
encouraging thoſe of Grear-Britain, in oppoſing their 
ſovereign. It was alſo fuppoſed, that they would be in- 
fluenced by conſiderations of future danger to their 
American poſſeſſions, from the eſta bliment of an in- 
dependent empire in their vicinity, 

In this ſeſſion of parliament between the 26th of ORto- 
ber, 1775, and the 23d, of May 1776, che ultimate 
plan for reducing the colonies was completely fixed. 
The Americans were declared out of the royal protection, 
and 16, oo foreign mercenaries, employed by national 
guthority, to effect their ſubjugation. Theſe _ 

| induce 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 


induced Congreſs in the following ſummer to declare 1778. 
themſelves independent; and to ſeek for foreign aid! 


vents which ſhall be hereafter more fully explained. 

Parliamentary ſanction for carrying on the war againſt 
the coloniſts, as aguinſt alien enemies being obtained, irs © 
became nerefiary to fix on a commander of the royal 
forces to be employed on this occaſion- This as a mat 
ter of right was, in the firſt "inſtance; offered to general 
Oglethorpe; as heing the firſt on the liſt of general oſſi- 


. cers+ | To the- ſuipyiſe of the miniſter that reſpectable ve- 
teran, readily-arcepred the command, on condition of his 


being properly ſupported. A numerous well appointed 
atmyand a; powerful fleet were promiſed him, to which 
he replied. Iwill undertake the buſineſs without a man 
ora(ſhip of was, provided you will authoriſe me to aſſure 
the coloniſts! on my arrwal among them,; that you will 
do them juſt ice. He added farther, I know the peo- 
ple of America well, and am fatisfied, that his majeſty has 
not i-anyſpart of his dominions, more obedient, or more 
loyal ſubjects. Tou may ſecure their obedience; by do- 
ing them juſtice, bur you will never ſubdue them by force 
of arms. Theſe opinions ſorfavourable to the Americans, 
proved general Oglethorpo to be an improper perſon forthe! 
purpoſe intended bythe Byſtich miniſtry,” He was therefore 
paſſed over, and the command. given to Sir William Howe. 

lu was reſolved to open the campaign, with ſuch a 
powerful fonct as would:look down all oppoſition, and 
elfectuate ſubmiſſion without bloodthed;“ and to direct 
ib operations to the accompliſhment of three objects. 
The firſt was the relief of Quebec, and the recovery of- 
Canada hielt alſo included a ſubſequent invaſion. of the 
north- weſteru frontiers of the adjacent provinces. The 
ſecond was A ſtrong lmpreſſion on ſomo of the ſouthern 
colonies. The third und principal, was to take poſſeſſion 
of New-York, with a foree ſuſſiciently powerful to keep 
poſſeſſion of Hudſon d- River, and form a line of commu- 
nication wick the royal army in Canada, or to over-run 
le adjacent. country 

The partial ſuceeſs of the firſt part of this plan, has 
been in the preceding chapter Wau The execution 
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of the ſecond part was committed £0: general Clinton, aud 


Sir Peter Parker. The former with a ſmall force having 


called at New-York, and alſq viſited in Virginia lord 
Dunmore, the late royal governor of that colony, and 


fading that nothing could be Joe at either place, pro- 


eteded to Cape · Fear - River - At that place he iſſued a 
proclamation from on board the Pallas trauſport, offering 
free pardon to all ſuch as ſhould lay down their arms, 
excepting Cornelius Haſnett, and Robert Howe, but the 
recent defeat of the regulators and Highlaoders, reſtrain- 
ed even their friends from paying any attention to this 
act of grace. IC" 55 140711 5 ; 
At Cape-Fear a zundlion was farmed in Sir 
Hy Clinton, and Sir Peter Parker, the latter of whom 
had failed with his ſquadron directiy from Europe They 


concluded to attempt the reduction of Charleſton as be- 


ing, of all places within the line of their inſtructions, ibe 
object at which they could: ſtrike with the greateſt proſ- 
pect of advantage. They had 2, 800 land forces, which 
they hoped, with the —— * hole ſhipping, 


would be fully ſufficient. 


For ſome months paſt every exertion had Weed made 
o put the colony of South-Carolina, and eſpecially its 
capital Charleſton, in a reſpectable poſture of defence. 
In ſubſerviency to this view, works had been erected on 
Sullivan's' iſland, which is ſituated ſo near the channel 
leading up to the town, as to be a convenient 1 6 927 an- 
noying veſſels approaching it. | 

Sir Peter Parker attacked the ticks on that ind, 
with two fifty gun ſhips, the Briſtol and Experiment, four 
frigates,” the Active, Aron, Solebay and Syron, each 


of 28 guns; The Sphynx of 20 guns, the Friendſhip 


armed veſſel of 22 guns, Ranger ſloop, and Thunder 
bomb, each of 8 guns. On the fort were mounted 26 
cannon, 26, 18 and 9 pounders. The attack com- 
menced between ten and eleven in the forenoon, and was 
continued for upwards of ten hours. The garriſon 
conſiſting of 375 regulars and a few militia, under the 
command, of [colonel Moultrie, made a moſt gallant de- 


fence, They fired deliberately, for the moſt part took 
95 . aim 
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im and ſeldom miſſed their object. The ſhips were torn 1776. 
almoſt to pieces, and the killed and wounded on board 


exceeded 200 men. The loſs of the garriſon was only 
ten men killed, and 22 wounded. The fort being built 
of palmetto, was little damaged. The ſhot which ſtruck 
it were ineffectually buried in its ſoft wood. General 
Clinton had ſome time before the engagment, landed 
with a number of troops on Long-Iſland, and it was ex- 
pected that he would have co- operated with Sir Peter 


Parker, by croſſing over the narrow paſſage, which divides 


the two iſtands, and attacking the fort in its unfiniſhed 
rear ; but the extreme danger to which he muſt unavoid- 
ably have expoſed his men, induced him to decline the 
perilous attempt. Colonel Thomſon with 7 or 800 men 
was ſtationed at the eaſt end of Sullivan's ifland, to oppoſe 
their croſſing. No ferious attempt was made to land 
cither from the fleet, or the detachment commanded by Sir 
Henry Clinton. The firing ceaſed in the evening, and 
ſoon after the ſhips ſlipped their cables. Before morning 
they had retired about two miles from the iſland. With- 
in a few days more the troops re-embarked and the whole 
failed from New-York. The thanks of Congreſs were 
given to general Lee, who had been ſent on by Congreſs 
to take the command in Carolina, and alſo to colonels 
Moultrie and Thomſon, for their good coaduct on this 
memorable day. In compliment to the commanding of- 
ficer the fort from that time was called Fort Moultrie. 

During the engagement the inhabitants ſtood with arms 
in their hands at their reſpective poſts, prepared to re- 
ceive the enemy wherever they might land. Impreſſed 
with high ideas of Britiſh power and bravery, they were 
apprehenſive that the fort would be either filenced or 
paſſed, and that they ſhould be called to immediate action. 
They were cantoned in the various landing places near 
Charleſton, and their reſolution was fixed to meet the in- 
vaders at the water's edge, and diſpute every inch of 
ground, truſting the event to heaven. 

By the repulſe of this armament the ſouthern ſtates ob- 
fained a refpite from the calamitics of war for two years 
and a half. The defeat the Britiſh met with at Charleſ- 
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| 1776. ton, ſeemed in ſome meaſure to counterbalance the un- 
Wrw favourable impreſſion made, by their ſubſequent ſucceſſes, 


to the northward. Throughout the whole ſummer, and 
till the cloſe of the year, Congreſs had little elſe than the 
victory on Sullivan's iſland, to conſole them under the 
various evacuations, retreats, and defeats, to which, as ſhall 
hereafter be related, their armics were obliged to ſubmit 
in every other part of the union. The event of the ex- 
pedition contributed greatly to eſtabliſh. the cauſe which 
it was intended to overſet. In oppoſition to the bold aſ- 
ſertions of ſome, and the deſponding fears of others, ex- 
perience proved that America might effectually reſiſt a 
Britiſh fleet and army. Thoſe, who from intereſted mo- 
tives had abetted the royal government, aſhamed of their 
oppoſition to the ſtruggles of an infant people for their 
| deareſt rights, retired into obſcurity. 

The effects of this victory, in animating the Americans, 
were much greater than could be warranted, by the cir- 
cumſtances of the action. As it was the firſt attack made 
by the Britiſh navy, its unſucceſsful iſſue inſpired a con- 
fidence which a more exact knowledge of military calcu- 
lations would have corrected. The circumſtance of its 
happening in the early part of the war, and in one of the 
weaker provinces, were happily inſtrumental in diſpelling 
the gloom which overſhadowed the minds of many of the 
coloniſts, on hearing of the powerful fleets and numerous 
armics which were coming againſt them, 

The command of the force which was defigned to 0- 
perate againſt New-York in this campaign, was given to 
admiral lord Howe, and his brother Sir William, officers 
who, as well from their perſonal characters, as the known 
bravery of their family, ſtood high in the confidence of the 
Britiſh nation. To this ſervice was allotted a very pow- 
erful army, conſiſting of about 30,000 men. This force 
was far ſuperior to any thing that America had hereto- 
fore ſeen. The troops were amply provided with artillery, 
military ſtores, and warlike materials of every kind, and 
were ſupported by a numerous fleet. The admiral and 
general, in addition to their military powers, were appoint- 
ed commiſſioners for 7e8oriog peace to the colonies. 


General 


= aw 22S i a vcv viz  -. *:_T7HETjT 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 


Seneral Howe having in vain waited two months at 1776. 
Halifax for his brother, and the expected re-inforcements —YW 


from England, impatient of farther delays, ſailed from that 
harbour; with the force which he had previouſly com- 
manded in Boſton, and direfting his courſe towards 
New-York; arrised in the latter end of June, off Sandy- 
Hook. Admiral lord Howe, with part of the re- inforce- 
ment from England, arrived at Halifax, ſoon after his 


brother's departures Without dropping anchor he fol- Jun. 12, 


lowed, and ſoon after joined him near Staten-Iſland. 
The Britifly general, on his approach, found every part 
of New-York iſland; and the moſt expoſed parts * 
lſland fortiſied and well defended by artillery. About 
fifty Britiſh tranſports anchored near Staten- Iſland, which 
had not been ſo much the object of attention. The in- 
habitants thereof, either from fear, policy, or affection, 
expreſſed great joy on the arrival of the royal forces. 
General Howe was there met by Tryon, late go- 
vernor of the province, and by ſeveral of the loyaliſts, 
who had taken refuge with him in an armed veſſel. He 
was alſo joined by about ſixty perſons from New - Jerſey, 
and 200 of the inhabitants of Staten-Iſland were embo- 
died, as u royal militia. From theſc appearances, great 
hopes were indulged that as ſoon as the army was in a 
condition to penetrate into the country, and protect the 
loyaliſts, ſuch numbers would flock to their ſtandard as 
would facilitate anne of the objects of the cam - 
paign. | 
On the fourth day after the Britiſh tranſports appear- 
ed off Sandy-Hook. Congreſs, though fully informed 
of the numbers and appointment of the force about ro 
be employed againſt the colonies, ratified their famous 
declaration of independence. This was publicly read to 
the American army, aud received by them with unfeigned 
acclamations of joy. Though it was well known, that 
Great«Britain had employed a force of 5 5,000: men, to 
war upon the new-formed ſtates, and that the continental 
army was not near equal to half that number, and only 
engaged for a few months, and that Congreſs was with - 
out any aſſurance of foreign aid, yet both the American 
officers 
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officers and privates gave every evidence of their. hearty 
approbation of the decree: which ſevered the colonics 
from Great - Britain, and ſubmitted to the decifion of the 
ſword, whether they ſhould be free ſtates, or conquered 
provinces. Now, ſaid they, we know the ground on 
which we ſtand. Now we are a nation. No more ſhall thc 
opprobrious term of rebel, with any appearance of juſtice, 
be applied to us. Should the fortune of war throw us 
into the hands of our enemies, we may expect the treat- 
ment ot priſoners, and not the puniſhment of rebels. The 
prize for which we contend is of ſuch I oa at we 
may freely riſque our lives to obtain iti“ 

It had early. occurred to general Waſhington, that 
the poſſeſſion of ' New-York, would be with the: Britiſh 
a favourite object. Its central: fituation and contiguity 
to the ocean, enabled them to carry with facility the war 
to any part of the ſea coaſt. The poſſeſſion of it was 
rendered fill more valuable by the eaſe with which it 
could be maintained. | Surrounded on all ſides by water, 
it was defenſible by a ſmall number of Britiſh ſhips, 
againſt adverſaries whoſe whole navy conſiſted only of a 
few frigates. Hudſon's river, being navigable for ft:ips 
of the largeſt fize to a great diſtance, afforded an op- 
portunity of ſevering the eaſtern trom the more ſouthern 
ſtates, and of n _ 1 communication be- 
tween them. (i 

From theſe well s ee it was nee 
by the Americans, that the Britiſh would make great 
.cxertions to effect the reduction of New-York. General 
Lee, while the Britiſh were yet in poſſeſſion of the capi- 
tal of Maſſachuſetts had been detached from Cambridge, 

to put Long-Iſland and New-York into a-poſture of de- 
. As the departure of the Britiſh from Boſton 
became more certain, the probability of their inſtantly 
going to New- ork, increaſed the neceffity of collecting 
a force for its ſafety. It had been therefore agreed in a 
council of war, that five regiments, together with a riflc 


(battalion ſhould march without delay to New-York, and 


that the ſtates of New-York and New-Jerſey ſhould bc 


requeſted 0 furniſh the former two thouſand, and the 
latter 
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latter one thouſand men for its immediate defence. Ge- 1776. 
neral Waſhington ſoon followed, and carly in April fixed WY 


his head quarters in that city. 
the American army took place. Part was left in Maſſa - 
chuſetts. Between two and three thouſand were order- 
ed to Canada; But the greater you rendezvouſed at 
New-York. 

Experience had tavghe the Americans the difficulty 


of attacking an army, after it had effected a lodgment. 


They therefore made ſtrenuous exertions to prevent the 
Britiſh from enjoyiag the advantages in New- Tork, 
which had reſulted from their having been permitted to 
land and fortify themſelves in Boſton. The ſudden 
.commencement of hoſtilities in Maſſac huſetts, together 
with. the previous undiſturbed landing of the royal army, 

allowed no time for deliberating on a ſyſtem of war. 
change of circumſtances iudicated the propriety of fixing 
on a plan for conducting the defence of the new formed 
ſtates. + Ou this occaſion general Waſhington, after much 
thought, determined on a war of poſts, This mode of 
conducting military operations gave confidence to the 
Americans, and beſides, it both retarded and alarmed 
their adverſaries. The ſoldiers in the American army 
were new levies, and had not yet learned to ſtand unce- 
vered, before the inſtruments of death. Habituating them 
to the ſound of fire arms, while they were ſheltered from 
danger, was one ſtep towards inſpiring them with a por- 
tion of mechanical courage. The Britiſh remembered 
Bunker's-hill, and had no ſmall reverence for even flight 
fortifications, hen defended by freemen. From views 
of this kind, works were erected in and about New-York, 
on Long-Iſland, and the  hights of Haerlem. Theſe, - 
beſides batteries, were field redoubts, formed of earth 
with a parapet and ditch, The former were ſometimes 
fraiſed, and the latter paliſadoed, but they were in no 
inſtance formed to ſuſtain a ſiege. Slight as they were, 
the campaign was nearly waſted away before they were ſo 


far reduced, as' to perm tke royal army to en 
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"The war having taken a more important turn than in 


the preceding year had been foreſeen; - Congreſs at the 


opening of the campaign, found themſelves diſtitute of a 


force ſufficient for their defence: They therefore in 


June determined on a plan to reinforce their continental 


army by bringing into the field, a new ſpecies of troops, 


that would be more permanent than the common militia, 


and yet more eaſily raiſed than regulars. ' With this 
view they inſtituted a flying camp, to conſiſt of an inter- 
mediate corps, between regular ſoldiers and militia. - Ten 


June 3. 


thouſand men were called for from the ſtates of Penn- 
ſylvania, Maryland, and Delaware, to be in conſtant ſer- 


vier to the firſt day of the enſuing December. Congreſs 
rt the ſame time called for 13, 800 of the common mili- 


tia from Maſſachuſetts, Connecticut, New-York, and 
New-Jerſey. The men for forming the flying camp 
were generally procured, but there were great deficiences 


of the militia, and many of thoſe who obeyed their 
country's call, ſo far as to turn out, manifeſteda reluctance 


to ſubmit to the neceſſary diſcipline'of camps. 
The difficulty of providing the troops with arms while 


before Boſton, was exceeded by the ſuperior difficulty of 


ſupplying them, in their new pofition. By the returns of 


the garriſon at fort Montgomery, in the Highlands in 
April, it appeared that there were 208 privates, and only 
forty one guns fit for uſe. In the garriſon at fort 


- Conſtitution, there were 136 men, and only 68 guns fit 


for uſe. Flints were alſo much wanted, Lead would 
have been equally deficient, had not a ſupply for the mul- 
quetry been obtained by ſtripping dwelling houſes. 

The uncertainty of the place, where the Britiſh would 
commence their operations, added much to the imbar- 


raſſment of general Waſhington. Not only each colony, 


but each ſeaport town, ſuppoſed itſelf to be the object of 
the Britiſh, and was ardentinits ſupplications, to the com- 
mander in chief for his puculiar attention. The people of 
Maſſachuſetts were ſtrongly impreſſed with an idea, that the 
evacuation of Boſton was only a feint, and that the Britiſh 
army would ſoon return. 'They were for that reaſon very 
defirous, that the continental troops ſhould not be with- 
| | drawn 


as 
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drawn. from their ſtate. The inhabitants of Rhode- 1776. 
Iland urged in a long petition, that their maritime fity«s WY 
ation expoſed them to uncommon danger, while their - 
great exertions in fitting out armed veſſels, had deprived 
them of many of their citizens. They therefore prayed 
for a body of continental ſoldiers, to be ſtationed 
for their conſtant and peculiar defence. 80 various 
were the applications for troops, ſo numerous the calls 
for arms, that a decided conduct became neceſſary to 
prevent the feeble American force, and the deficient ſtock 

of public arms from being divided and ſubdivided, ſo as 
to be unequal to the proper defence of any one place. 

In this criſis of particular danger, the people of New- 
York acted with ſpirit. Though they knew they were to re- 
ceive the firſt impreſſion of the Britiſh army, yet their 
convention reſolved, ** that all perſons refiding within 
the ſtate of New-York, and claiming protection from its 
laws, owed it allegiance, and that any perſon owing it alle- 
giance and levying war againſt the ſtate, or being an 
adherent to the king of Great-Britain, ſhould be deemed 
guilty of treaſon and ſuffer death.” They alſo reſolved 
that' one fourth of the militia of Weſt-Cheſter, Dut- 
cheſs and Orange countics, ſhould be forthwith drawn 
out for the defence of the liberties, property, wives 
and children, of the good people of the ſtate, to be 
continued in ſervice till the laſt day of December,” 
and, that as the inhabitants of King's county, had 
determined not to oppoſe the enemy, a committee ſhould 
be appointed to enquire into the authenticity of theſe re- 
ports, and to diſarm and ſecure the diſaffected. To re- 
move or deſtroy the ſtock of grain, and if neceſſary to 
lay the whole country waſte.” 

The two royal commiſſioners, admiral and general 
Howe, thought proper, before they commenced their mi- 
litary operations, to try what might be done in their ci- 
vil capacity, towards effecting a re- union between Greats 
Britain and the colonies, It was one of the firſt acts of 
lord Howe, to ſend on ſhore a circular letter to ſeveral of 
the royal governors in America, informing them of the 
late act of parliament, for reſtoring peace to the colo- 


nies, 


1776. nies; and granting pardon to ſuch as ſhould deſerve mer - 
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Oe Me cy,” and deſiring them to publiſh a declaration which ac- 


ed of granting general or particular pardons to all 


companied the ſame. In this he informed the- coloniſts 
of the power with which his brother and he were intruſt- 


thoſe who though they had deviated: from their allegi- 
ance, were willing to return to their duty,” and of de- 
claring any colony, province, county or townz port, diſ- 
trict or place to be at the peace of his majeſty;” Congreſs, 
impreſſed with a belief, that the propoſals of the commifſſi- 
oners, inſtead of diſuniting the people, would have a con- 
tray effect, ordered them to be ſpeedily publiſhed in the 
ſeveral American news-papers. Had a redreſs of griev- 
ances been at this late hour offered, though the honour 
of the ſtates was involved in ſupporting their late de- 
claration of independence, yet the love of peace, and 
the bias of great numbers to their Parent State, would 
in all probability have made a powerful party for reſcinding 
the act of ſeparation, and for re-uviting with Great-Britain, 
But when it appeared that the power of the royal commiſ- 
fioners was little more than to grant pardons, Congreſs 
appealed to the good ſenſe of the people, for the neceſ- 
ſity of adhering to the act of independence. The reſolu- 


tion for publiſhing, the circular letter, and the declaration 


of the royal commiſſioners, aſſigned as a reaſon thereof, 
“„ that the good people of the United States may be in- 
formed of what nature are the commiſſioners, and what 
the terms, with expectation of which the inſidious court 
of Great-Britain had endeavoured to amuſe and difarm 
them, and that the few who ſtill remain ſuſpended by a 
hope, founded either in the juſtice or moderation of their 
late king, may now at length be convinced that the va- 


lour alone of their country is to ſave its liberties.” 


About the fame time flags were ſent aſhore by lord 
Howe, with a letter directed to George Waſhington, Eſq. 
which he refuſed to receive as not beiog addrefled to him 
with the title due to his rank. In his letter to Congreſs 
on this ſubject he wrote as follows,” I would not on any 


occaſion ſacrifice eſſentials to punctilio, but in this inſtance 


I deemed it a duty to my country and appointment, to in- 
ſiſt 
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fiſt on that reſpect, which in any other than a public 1776. 
view, I would willingly have waved.” Congreſs applaudedd 


his conduct in's' public reſolution, and at the ſame time 


directed that no letter or meſſage ſhould be reccived on 


any-occafion whatever, from the enemy, by the com- 


mander in chief, or others the commanders of the Ame- 
riean army, but ſuch as were directed to them in the cha- 
racters they ſeverally ſuſtained.” 

Some time after, adjutant general Patterſon was ſent to 


. New-York, by general Howe, with a letter addreſſed to 


George Waſhington, &c. &c. &c. On an interview the 
adutant general, after expreſſing his high eſteem for the 
perſon and character of the American general, and de- 
caring, that it was not intended to derogate from the 
reſpect due to his rank, expreſſed his hopes, that the et 
ceteras would remove the impediments to their correſ- 


pondence General Waſhington replicd, © That a letter 


direQed to any perſon in a public character, ſhould have 
ſome deſcription of it, otherwiſe it would appear a mere 
private letter. "That it was true the ef ceteras implied 
every thing, but they alſo implied any thing, and that he 
ſhould therefore decline the receiving any letter directed 
to him as a private perſon, when it related to his public 
ſtation. A long conference enſued, in which the adjutant 
general obſerved, that * the commiſſioners were armed 
with great powers, and would be very happy in effecting 
an accommodation.” He received for anſwer, that 
from what appeared, their powers were only to grant par- 
don, that they who had committed no fault, wanted no 
pardon,” Soon after this interview, a letter from Howe, 
reſpeQing priſoners, which was "properly addreſſed to 
Waſhington was received. 

While the Britiſh, by their manifeſtoes and declarations, 
were endeavouring to ſeparate thoſe who preferred a re- 


conciliation with Great-Britain from thoſe who were 


the friends of independence, Congreſs, by a ſimilar po- 
licy, was attempting to derach the foreigners, who had 
come with the royal troops from the ſervice of his Britan- 
nic majeſty. Before hoſtilities had commenced, the fol- 
way reſolution'was adopted and cireulated among thoſe 
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1776. on hom it was intended to operate. Reſolved, that 


— 
Auguſt 
14. 


July 12. 


theſe ſtates will receive all ſuch foreigners, who ſhall leave 
the armies of his Britanoic majeſty in America, and ſhall 
chuſe to become members of any of theſe ſtates, and they 
ſhall be protected in the free exerciſe. of their reſpective 
religions, and be inveſted with the rights,. privileges and 
immunities of natives, as eſtabliſhed by the laws of theſe 
ſtates, and moreover, that this congreſs will provide for 
every ſuch perſon, fifty acres of unappropriated lands in 
ſome of theſe ſtates, to be held by him and his heirs, as 
abſolute property.“ 

The numbers which were prepared to oppoſe the Bri- 
tiſh, when they ſhould diſembark, made them for ſome 
time cautious of proceeding to their projected land ope- 


rations, but the ſuperiority of their navy enabled them 


to go by water, whitherſoever they pleaſed. 


A Britiſh forty gun ſhip, with ſome ſmaller veſſels, 


ſailed up North-River, without receiving any damage of 
conſequence, though fired upon from the batteries of 
New-York, Paules- Hook, Red-Bank, and. Governor's 
Iſland, An attempt was made, not long after, with two 
fire ſhips, to deſtroy the Britiſh veſſels in the North-Ri- 
ver, but without effecting any thing more than the burn- 
ing of a tender. They were alſo attacked with row gallics, 
but to little purpoſe, After ſome time the Phoenix and 
Roſe men of war, came down the river, and joined the 
fleet. Every effort of the Americans from their batteries 
on land, as well as their exertions on the water, proved 
ineffectual. The Britiſh ſhips paſſed with leis loſs than 
was generally expected, but nevertheleſs the damagethey re- 
ceived was ſuch as deterred them from frequently repeating 
the experiment. In two or three inſtances they aſcended 


the North-River, and in one or two the Eaſt-River, but 


thoſe which ſailed up the former, ſpeedily returned, and 
by their. return, a free communication was opened through 
che upper part of the ſtate. 

The American army in and near New-York amounted 
to 47,225 men. Theſe" were moſtly, new troops, and 
were divided in many ſmall and unconnected poſts, ſome 


of which were Me miles removed from others. The 
a Britiſh 
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Britiſh force before New-York was increafing by frequent 1776. 
fucceflive arrivals from Halifax, South-Carolina, Flo. YI 


rida, the Weſt· Indies and Europe. But ſo many unfore- 
ſeen” delays had taken place, that the month of Auguſt 
was far advanced, before be- were in 2 condition to 1 
oy campaign. 

When all things were ready, the Britiſh takes 
reſolved to make their firſt attempt on Long-Iſland. This 
was preferred to New-York, as it abounded with thoſe 
ſupplies which their forces required. 

The Britiſh landed without oppoſition,” between two 
ſmall towns, Utrecht and Graveſend. ' The American 


works protected à ſmall peninſula having Wallabout-Bay 


to the left, and ftrerching over to Red-Hook on the right, 
and the Eaſt- River being in their rear. General Sullivan, 
with a ſtrong force, was encamped within theſe works at 
Brooklyne. From the eaſt - ſide of the narrows runs a 
ridge of hills covered with thick wood, about five or fix 
miles in length, which terminates near Jamaica. There 
were three paffes through theſe hills, one near the nar- 
rows, à ſecond on the Flatbuſh road, and a third on 
the Bedford road, and they are all defenſible. Theſe 
were tlie only roads which could be paſſed from the ſouth- 
fide” of the hills to the American lines, except à road 
which led round the eaſterly end of the bills to Jamaica. 
The Americans had 800 men on each of theſe roads, and 
colonel Miles was placed with his battalion of riflemen, 
to guard the road from the ſouth of the hills to Jamaica, 
and to watch the motions of the Britiſh. 


- General de Heiſter, with his Heffians, took poſt at Avguſt 


Flatbuſh, in the evening. In the following night the 
greater part of the Britiſh army, commanded by general 
Clinton, 'marched- to gain the road leading round the 
eaſterly, end of the hills ro Jamaica, and to turn the left 
of the Americans. 
day; within half a mile of this road. One of his parties fell 
in with patrol of American officers, and took them all 
priſoners, which prevented the early tranſmiſſion of in- 
telligence. Upon the firſt: appearance of day general 
Clinton advaniced, and took A of the heights over 
which 


He arrived about two hours before 


26. 
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which the road paſſed. General Grant, with the left 
wing, advanced along the coaſt by the weſt road, near the 
narrows ; but this was intended chicfly as a feint. 

The guard which was ſtationed at this road, fled with. 
out making any. reſiſtance. A few of them were after- 
wards rallied, and lord Stirliog advanced with 41 500 men, 
and took poſſeſſion of a hill, about two miles from the 
American camp, and in front of general Grant. 

An attack was made very early in the morning by the 
Heſſians from Flatbuſh, under general de Heiſter, and by 
general Grant on the coaſt, and was well, ſupported for 
a conſiderable time by both ſides. The Americans who 
oppoſed general de Heiſter were firſt informed of the ap- 
proach of general Clinton, who had come round on their 
left, They immediately began to retreat to their camp, 
but were intercepted; by the right wing. under general 
Clinton, who got into the rear of their left, and attack - 
ed them with his light infantry and dragoans, while re- 
turning to their lines. They were driyen back till chey 
were met by the Heffians, They were thus alternately 
chaſed and intercepted, between general de Heiſter and 
general Clinton. Some of their regiments: nevertheleſs 
found their way to the camp. The Americans under 
lord Stirling, conſiſting of colonel Miles“ two battalions, 
colonel Atlee's, colonel Smallwood's, and colonel Hatche's, 
regiments, Who were engaged with general Grant, fought 
with great reſolution for about ſix hours. They were 
uninformed of the movements made by general Clinton, 
till ſome of the troops under his command, had traverſed 
the whole extent of country in their rear. Their retreat 
was thus intercepted, but ſeveral notwithſtanding, broke 
through and got into the woods. Many threw ,chem- 
ſelves into the marſh, ſome were drowned, and others 
periſhed in the mud, but a conſiderable ouber eſcaped 
by this way to their lines. 

The king's trogps diſplayed great lone: rat 
the whole day. The variety of the ground, oecaſioned a 


| ſucceſſion of ſmall engagements, purſuits. and ſlaughter, 


which laſted for many hours. Britiſh diſcipline. in every 


PE triumphed over the native valour of raw troops, 
who 


- 
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who had never been in action, and whoſe officers were 
unacquainted with the ſtratagems of war. 

The loſs of the Britiſh and Heffians was about 450, 
The killed, \ wounded and , priſoners of the Amerie 
cans, including thoſe who were drowned or periſhed in 
the woods or mud, conſiderably exceeded a thouſand, 
Among the priſoners of the latter were two of their ge- 
neral officers, Sullivan and lord Stirling. Three Colonels, 
4 lieutenant colonels, 3 majors, 18 captains, 43 lieuten- 
ants, and 11 enſigna. Smallwood's regiment, the officers 
of which were young men of the beſt families in the ſtate 
of Maryland, ſuſtained a loſs of 259 men. The Britiſh 
after their victory were ſo impetuous, that it was with 
difficulty, they could be reſtrained from attacking the 
American lines. 

In the time of, and ſubſequent to the engagement, 
General Waſhington drew over to Long-Iſland, the great - 
eſt. part of bis army; After he had collected his prin- 
cipal force there, it was his wiſh and hope, that Sir 
William Howe, would attempt to ſtorm the works on 
the iſland. Theſe though inſufficient to ſtand a regu» 
lar ſiege, were ſtrong enough to reſiſt a coup de main, 
Therememberance of Bunker's-hill, and a deſire to ſpare 
his men, reſtrained the Britiſh general from making 
an aflault. On the contrary he made demonſtrations of 
proceeding by ſiege, and broke ground within three 
hundred yards to the left at Putnam's redoubt. Though 
general Waſhington wiſhed for an aſſault, yet being cer- 
tain that his works would be untenable, when the Bri- 
iſh batteries ſhould be fully opened, he called a council 
of war, to conſult on the meaſures proper to be taken, 
It was then determined that the objects in view were in 
no degree proportioned to the dangers to which, by a 
continuation on the ifland, they would be expoſed. Con- 
formably to this opinion, diſpoſitions were made for an 
immediate retreat This commenced. ſoon after it was 
dark from two points, the upper and lower ferrics, on 
Eaſt river. General M*Dougal} regulated the embarka- 
tion at one, and colonel Knox at the other. The inten- 
lion * evacuating the iſland, had deco ſo prudently con- 
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1776. cealed from the Americans, that they knew not whither 
| 


they were going, but ſuppoſed to attack the enemy. The 
field artillery, tents, baggage, and about 9050 men were 


conveyed to the city of New-York over Eaſt River, more 


than'a mile wide, in leſs than 13 hours, and without 
the knowledge of the Britiſh, though not fix hundred 
yards diſtant, © Providence, in a remarkable manner fa- 
voured the retreating army. For fome time after the 
Americans began to croſs the ſtate of the tide, and a 
ſtrong north-eaſt wind made it impoſſible for them to 


make uſe of their ſail boats, and their whole number of 


row boats was inſufficient for completing the buſineſs, in 
the courſe of the night. But about eleven o*clock; the 
wind died away, and ſoon after ſprung up at ſouth-eaſt, 
and blew freſh, which rendered the ſail boats of uſe, 
and at the ſame time made the paſſage from the iſland to 
the city, direct, eaſy and expeditious.” Towardsmorning 
anextreme thick fog came up, which hovered over Long- 
Iſtand, and by concealing the Americans, enabled them 
to complete their retreat without interruption, though 
the day had begun to dawn ſome time before it was fi- 
niſhed. By a miſtake in the tranſmiſſion of orders, the 
American lines were evacuated for about three quarters 
bf an hour, before the laſt embarkation took place, but 
the Britiſh though ſo near, that their working parties 
could be diſtinctiy beard, being enveloped in the fog 


knew nothing of the matter. The lines were repoſſeſſed 


and held till ſix o'clock in the morning. When every 
thing except ſome heavy eannon was removed. General 
Mifflin, who commanded the rear guard left the lines, 
and under the cover of the fog got off fafe, In about 
half an hour the fog cleared away, and the Britiſh en- 
tered the works which had been juſt relinquiſhed. Had 
the wind not ſhifted, the half of the American army could 
not have croſſed, and even as it was, if the fog had not 
concealed their rear, it *muſt have been diſcovered, and 
could hardly have eſcaped. General Sullivan, who was 
taken priſoner on Long-Iſland, was immediately ſent on 
parole, with the following verbal meſſage from lord Howe 


6 er * that though he could not at preſent treat 
with 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 303 


wich them in that character, yet he was very deſirous of 1776. 
having a conference with ſome of the members, hom 
he would confider as private gentlemen; that he with his 
brother, the general, had full powers to compromiſe the 
diſpute between Great-Bricajin and America, upon terms 
advantageous to both that he wiſhed a compact might 
be ſettled, at a time when no deciſive blow was ſtruck, 
and neither party could ſay it was compelled to. in- 
to ſuch. agreement. That were they diſpoſed to treat, 
many things' which they had not yet aſked, might and 
\ ought to be granted, and that if upon conference they 
found any probable ground of accommodation, the au- 
thority of Congreſs would be afterwards acknowledged 
to render the treaty complete.” Three days after this 
meſſage was received, general Sallivan was requeſted to 
inform lord Howe, that Congreſs being the repre- 
ſentatives of the free and independent ſtates of America, 
they cannot with propriety ſend any of their members to 
confer with his lordſhip in their private characters, but 
chat ever deſirous of eſtabliſhing peace on reaſonable 
terms, they will ſend 2 committee of their body, to know 
whether he has any authority to treat with perſons au- 
thoriſed by Congreſs, for that purpoſe, on behalf of Ame- 
rica, and what that authority is; and to hear ſuch propo- 
ſitions as he ſhall think fit to make reſpecting the ſame.” 
They elected Dr. Franklin, John Adams, and Edward 
Rutledge. their committee, for this purpoſe. In a few. 
days they met lord Howe on Staten-Ifland, and were re- 
ceived with great politeneſs. On their return they made 
4 report of their conference, which they ſummed up by 
ſaying, It, did not appear to your committee that his 
lordſhip's commiſſion contained any other authority than 
that expreſſed in the act of parliament---namely, that of 
granting pardons, with ſuch exceptions as the commiſſion- 
ers ſhall think proper to make, and of} declaring Ame- 
rica, or any. part of it, to be in the vgs peace, on ſub- 


miſſion: For as to the power of enquiring into the ſtate 
of America, which his lordſhip mentioned to us, and of 
conferring and conſulting with any perſons the commiſ- 
foners might think proper, and repreſenting the reſult 
| | | of 
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of ſuch converſation to the miniſtry, who, provided the 
colonies would ſubject themſelves, might after all, or 
might not, at their pleaſure, make any alterations in the 
former inſtructions to governors, or propoſe in parlia- 
ment, any amendment of the acts complained of, we ap- 
prehended any expectation from the effect of ſuch a pow. 
er, would have been too uncertain and precarious, to be 
relied on by America, had ſhe ſtill continued in her 
ſtate of dependence.” Lord Howe, had ended the con- 
ference on his part, by expreſſing his regard for America, 
and the extreme pain he would ſuffer in being obliged to 
diſtreſs thoſe whom he ſo much regarded. Dr. Franklin, 
thanked him for his regards, and affared him; that the 
Americans would ſhew their gratitude, by endeavouring 
to leſſen as much as poſſible, all pain he might feel on 
their account, by exerting their utmoſt abilities, in tak- 
ing good care of themſelves.“ 

The committee in every reſpect maintained the dignity 
of Congreſs. Their conduct and ſentiments were ſuch as be- 
came their character. The friends to independence rejoiced 
that nothing reſulted from this interview, that might diſ- 
unite the people. Congreſs, truſting to the good ſenſe 
of their countrymen, ordered the whole to be printed 
for their information. All the Rates would have then 
rejoiced at leſs beneficial terms than they obtained about 
ſeven years after. But Great-Britain counted on the cer- 
tainty of their abſolute conqueſt, or unconditional ſub- 
miſſion. Her offers therefore comported ſo little with 
the feelings of America, that they neither cauſed demur 
nor diſunion, among the-new formed ſtates. 

The unſucceſsful termination of the action on the 27th, 
led to conſequences more ſeriouſly alarming to the Ame- 
ricans, than the loſs of their men. Their army was uni- 
verſally difpirited. The militia ran off by companies. 
Their example infected the regular regiments. The looſe 
footing on which the militia came to camp, made it ha- 
zardous toexerciſe over them that diſcipline, without which, 
an army is a mob. To reſtrain one part of an army, while 
another claimed and exerciſed the right of ogy as FURRY 
nd. was no leſs impracticable than TA 
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A council of war, recommended to act on the defen- 1776. 

five) aud not tu riſque the army for the ſake of Nes 

Lork. To retreat, ſubjected the commander in chief to Sept. 7. 

reflectious painful'to bear, and yet impolitie to refute. To 

ſta ad his ground, and by ſuffering himſelf to be ſurround- 

ed, to hazard the fate of America on one deciſive engage 

ment, was contrary to every rational plan of defending 

the wide extended ſtates committed to his care. A middle 

line berween abandoning and defending was therefore for 

' @ ſhort time adopted. The public ſtores were moved to 

Dobbs! ferry, about 26 miles from New-York; 12,000 

men were ordered to the northern extremity of New- 

York iſland, and 4500 to remain for the defence of the 

city, ile the remainder occupied the intermediate ſpace, 

with orders, either to ſupport the city or Kingſbridge, as 

exigences might require. Before the Britiſh landed, it 

was impoſſible to tell what place would be firſt attacked. 

This made it noceſſary to erect works for the defence of 

a variety of places, as well as of New-York. Though every 

ting was abandoned when the eriſis came that either 

the city muſt be relinquiſhed, or the army riſqued for 

its defence, yet from the delays, occaſioned by the re- 

doubts and other works, which had been erected on the 

idea of making the defence of the ſtates a war of poſts, a 

whole campaign was Toft to the Britiſh, and ſaved to the 

Americans; The year began with hopes, that Great» 

Britain would recede from her demands; and therefore 

every plan of defence was on a temporary fyſtem. The 

declaration of independence, which the violence of Great» 

Britain forced the colonies to adopt in July, though nei- 

ther foreſeen nor intended at the commencement of the 

year, pointed out the neceſſity of organiſing an army, on 

new terms; correſpondent to the enlarged objects for which 

they had reſolved to contend. Congreſs accordingly de- Sep. 16. 

termined to raiſe 88 battalions, to ſerve during the war. 

Unger theſe circumſtances to wear away the campaign, 

with as little misfortune as poſſible, and thereby to gain 

time for raiſing a permanent army againſt the next year, 

was to the Americans à matter of the laſt importance. 

Though the commander in chiof abandoned thoſe works, 
24 Which 
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which had engrofſed much time and attention, yet the ad- 


A vantage reſulting from the delays they occafioned; far o- 
verbalanced the expence incurred by their erection. | 


The ſame ſhortfighted politicians, who had before cen- 
ſured general Waſhington, for his cautious conduct, in 
not ſtorming the Britiſh lines at Boſton, | renewed their 


clamors againſt him, for . adopting this evacuating and re- 


treating ſyſtem. - Supported by a conſciouſneſs of his own 
integrity, and by a full conviction that theſe meaſures were 
beſt calculated for ſecuring the independence of America, 


he for the good of his country, voluntarily ſubjected his 


fame to be' overſhadowed by a temporary cloud. 
General Howe having prepared every thing for a de- 
ſcent on New-York iſland, began to land his men under 


Sep. 1g. over of ſhips of war, between Kepps - bay and Turtle bay. 


A breaſt work had been erected in the vicinity, and a party 
ſtationed in it to oppoſe the Britiſh, in caſe of their at- 
tempting to land. But on the firſt appearance of danger, 
they ran off in confuſion. The commander in chief came 
up, and in vain attempted to rally them. Though the 


Britiſh in fight; did not exceed ſixty, he could not either 


by example, intreaty, or authority, prevail on a ſuperior 
force to ſtand their ground, and face that inconſiderable 
number. Such daſtardly conduct raiſed a tempeſt in the 
uſually tranquil mind of general Waſhington. Having 
embarked in the American cauſe from the pureſt prin- 
ciples, he viewed with infinite concern this ſhameful beha- 


viour, as threatening ruin to his country: He recollected 


the many declarations of Congreſs, of the army, and of 
the inhabitants, preferring liberty to life, and death to diſ- 
honour, and contraſted: them | with their preſent ſcanda- 
lous flight. His ſoul was harrowed up with apprehen- 
fions that his country would be conquered-+--her army 
diſgraced, and her liberties deſtroyed. He anticipated, in 
imagination, that the Americans would appear to poſte- 
rity in the light of high ſounding boaſters, who bluſtered 


when danger was at a diſtance, but ſhrunk at the ſhadow 


of oppoſition. Extenſive. confiſcations and numerous at- 


tainders preſented, themſelves in full view to his agitated 
mind. He _— in * new formed ſtates, with 
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the means of defence in their hands, and the glorious _ 1776, 
of liberty before them, levelied to the duſt, and 

ſuch-cynſticutiong impofed on them as were likely to cruſh 

the 'vigour of the human mind, while the unſucceſsful iſ- 

ſue of the preſent ſtruggle would for ages to come, deter 

poſterity from the bold defign gf aſſerting their rights. 

Impreſſed with theſt ideas he” hazarded his perſon for 

ſome conſiderable time in rear of his own men, and in 

front of the enemy with his horſe's head towards the lat- 


ter, as in expectation, that by an hobourable death he 


might eſcape the infamy he dreaded from the daſtardly 
conduct of troops on whom he could place no dependance. 
His aids and the confidential friends around his perſon, 
by indirect violente, compelled him to retire. In conſe- 
quemoe of their addreſs and importunity, a life was ſaved 
foripublic ſervice, which otherwiſe from a ſenſe of honour, 
anda IT peo to be — wen .cers 
wa deſtruction. ow | 
On the day afice this lnameful fight of vin of the As 
morſe army, à ſkirmiſh took place between two batta · 
hons of light infantry and highlanders commanded by . 
brigadier Leſlie, and ſome derachments from the Ameri- 
can army, under the command of lieutenantcolonel Kpowl- 
ton of Connecticut, and major: Leitch of Virginia. The 
colonel was killed and the major badly wounded. ' Their 
men'behaved with great bravery, and fairly beat their ad- 
rerſaries from the field 'Moſt of theſe were the ſame 
men; who had diſgraced themſelves the day before, by 
running away, - ſtruck with a ſenſe of ſhame for their late 
miſbehaviour, they had offered themſelves as volunteers, 
and requeſted the commander in chief to give them an 
opportunity to retrieve their honour. Their good conduct, 
at this ſecond engagement, proved an antidote to the poi- 
ſon of their example on the preceding day. It demon- 
ſtrated that the Americans only wanted reſolution and 
good officers to be on afooting with the (Britiſh, and in- 
ſpired them with hopes that à little more experience 
would enable them to aſſume, not only the name and 
garb, but the ſpirit and firmneſs of ſoldiers. | 
The Americans PROM ERIE the city of News 
York, 


"at Tun HISTORY. or rnb 


1976: York, a brigade of the Britiſh army marched into; it. 
They had been but a few days in poſſeſſion, when a dread- 
| ful fire, moſt probably occaſioned” by the diſorderly con- 
duct of ſome Britiſh ſailors, who had been permitted to 
regale themſelves on ſhore,. broke out, and conſumed a- 
bout à thouſand houſes. Dry weather, and a briſk wind, 
ſpread the flames to ſuch an extent, that had it not been 
for great exertions of the troops and ſallors, the whole 
eity muſt-have ſhared the ſame fate. After the Ameri- 
cans had evacuated New- York, they retired to the north | 
end of the iſland, on which that city is erecd- In about 
four weeks general Howe began to execute à plan for 6 
cutting off general Waſhington's communication with the 
eaſtern ſtates, and encloſing him ſo as to compel à gene- \ 
ral engagement on the iſland. ' With-this view, the gremer 
part of the royal army paſſed through -Hellgate, enigead 
the ſound; and landed on Frog's neck, in Weſt-Cheficr 
Oct. 12. county. Two days after they made this movement, ge- 
Oct. 14. neral Lee arrived from his late ſucceſsful command to the 
ſouthward. He found that there was a prevailing diſ- 
poſition among the officers in the American army for re- 
Oct. 16. maining on New-York iſland. A council of war was 
called, in which general Lee gave ſuch convincing reaſons 
for quitting it, that they reſolved, immediately to with- 
draw the bulk of the army. He alſo preſſed che expe· 
diency of evacuating Fort Waſhington, but in this he was 
oppoſed: by general Greene, who argued that the poſſeſ- 
Gon of that poſt would divert a large body of the enemy, 
from joining their main force, and in conjunction wich 
Fort Lee, would be of great uſe in covering the tranſ- 
portation of proviſions and ſtores up the North-Riyer, F 
for the ſervice of the American troops. He added far- th 
ther, that the garriſon could be brought off at any time, of 
by boats from the Jerſey fide of the river. His opinion N. 
prevailed. Though the ſyſtem of evacuating and retreat- 
ing was in general adopted, an exception was made in fa - 
vour of Fort Waſhibgton, and . an m Were aſ· 
ſigned for its defence. 1 
Oct. 18. The royal army, after a halt of an days, at Frog's ack | 
| | advanced near to — Oa their march they arc 
ſuſtained 10 


AMERICAN | REVOLUTION. 309 


ſalttined a chnſiderable loſs. by a party of Americans, 1776. 
whouy generali Lee poſted behind à wall. After three 
days, genera] Howe moved the right and centre of his ar« Ott. 2 oy 
my two miles t the northward of New · Rochelle, on ta 
road to the White * and there eee "Y largi 
reinforcement. - . "q wret v4 

General Waſhingioo, while retreating from News 
York iſland, was careful to make a front towards the 
Britiſh, from Eaſt-Cheſter,, almoſt to White Plains, iu 
order to ſecure the march of thoſe: who were behind, 

and to defend the removal of the ſick, the cannon and 
ſtores of bit army. In this manner his troops made n 
line of ſmall detached and intrenched camps, on the ſe- 
veralheights. and ſtrong grounds, from Valentive's hill, on 
the rights to the vicinity of the White Plains, on the Jett, 

The royal army moved ju two columns, and took a po- Ot. 25. 
don wih the Brunx in front, upon which the Americans 
aſſembled their main force at White Plains, behiod intrench- 
ments. A general action was hourly expected, and a 

conſiderable one took place, io which ſeveral hundreds 
fell. The Americans were commanded by general MDou- Od. 26. 
gal, and the Britiſh. by general Leſlie. While they were 
engaged, the American baggage was moved off, ia full 
view of the Britiſh army. Soon after this, general Waſh- 
ington changed his front, his left wing ſtood faſt, and 
his right fell back to ſome hills. Iu this poſition, which 
was an admirable one in à military point of view, he both 
deſired - and expected an action; but general Howe de- 
clined: it, and drew off his forces towards Dobbs? ferry. 
The Americans afterwards retired/to North - Caſtle. 
1 General Waſhington, with part of his army, croſſed 
aig North-River, and took poſt in the neighbourhood 
of Fort-Lee. A force of about '7500-men was left at | 
North-Caſtle, under general Pee. ? 

The Americans having retired, Sir William [Howe Nov.12, 
determined to improve the opportuniiy of their abſence, | 
for the reduction of Fort  Waſhiogton«: This, che only 
poſt the Americans then held on New-York ifland,: was 
under the command of colonel Magaw. The royal 
army made four attacks upon it · The firſt on the north 
W | - fade, 
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fide; was led on by general Kniphauſem! The ſecond on 


EIA the caſt by general Mathews, ſupported by lord Corn- 


| Nor. I 6. 


wallis/ The third was under the direction of lieutenant 
colonel Stirling, and the fourth was commanded by lord 
Pierey. The troops under Kniphauſen, when advancing 
to the fort, had to paſs through a thick wood; which 


Vas occupied by colonel Rawling's regiment of riflemen, 


and fuffered very much from their well directed fire. 
During this attack, a body of the Britiſh: light infantry 
advanced againſt a party of the Americans, who were 
annoying them from behind rocks and trees, and obliged 
them to diſperſe ·¶ Lord Piercy, carried an advance work 
on his fide, and lieutenant colonel Stirling, forced his 
way up a ſteep height, and took 270 priſoners. Their 
outworks being carried, the Americans left their lines, 


and crouded into the fort. Colonel Rahl, who led the 


Nov. 18. 


right column of Kniphauſen's attack, puſhed forward, 
and lodged his column within a hundred yards of the fort, 
and was there ſoon joined by the left column; · the gar - 
riſon ſurrendered on terms of capitulation, by which 
the men were to be conſidered us priſoners of war, and 


the officers to keep their baggage and fide arms. The 


number of priſoners amounted to 2700. The loſs of 
the Britiſh, incluſive of killed and wounded, was about 
1200. Shortly after Fort Waſhingtou had ſurrendered. 
Lord Cornwallis, wich a-confiderable force paſſed over to 
attack Fort Lee, on the oppoſite Jerſey ſhore. 

The garriſon was ſu ved by an immediate evacuation, 
but at the expence of their artillery and ſtores. General 
Waſhington, about this time retreated to New- Ark. 
Having abundant reaſon from the poſture of affairs, to 
count on the neceſſity of à farther retreat he aſked col- 
onel Reed. Should we retreat to the back parts of 
Pennſylvania, will the Penoſylvanians fupportius?” The 


- colonel replied, if the lower counties are ſubdued and 


give up, the back counties will do the ſame. The general 
replied, we mult retire to Auguſta county, in Virginia. 
Numbers will be obliged to repair to us for ſufety, and 


we muſt try what we can do in carrying on a' predatory 


war, and * ä we * croſs the Allegany 
mountains.“ | i While 
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Howe, he and his brother, as, royal commiſſioners, iſſued 
a/proclamation, in which they commanded, All per- 


ſons aſſembled in arms againſt his majeſty's government to 
diſband, and all general or proviocial congreſſes to deſiſt 
from their treaſonable actings, and torelinquiſh their uſurp- 
ed power.“ They alſo declared that every perſon who 
within ſixty days ſhould appear before the governor; lieu- 
tenant governor, or commander in chief of any of his ma- 
jeſty's colonies, or before the general er commanding 
officer of his majeſty's forces, and claim the benefit of the 
proclamation; and teſtify his obedience to the laws, by 


ſubſeribing a certain declaration, ſhould obtain a full and 


free pardon of all treaſons by him committed, and of 
all forfeitures, and penalties for the ſame,” many who 
had been in office, and taken an active part in ſupport 
of the new government, accepted of theſe offers, and 
made their peace by ſubmiſſion. Some who had been the 


greateſt bluſterers in favour of independence, veered 


round to the ſtrongeſt fide. Men of fortune generally 
gave way. The few who ſtood firm, were moſtly: to be 
found in the middle ranks of the people. 

The term of time for which the American ſoldiers had 
engaged to ſerve, ended in November or Decembery with 
no other exception, than that of two companies of artil- 
lery, belonging to the ſtate | of New-York, which were 
engaged for the war, The army had been organiſcd at 


the cloſe of the preceding year, on the fallacious idea, 


that an accommodation would take place, within a twelve 
month. Even the flying camp, though inſtituted after 
the proſpect of that event had vaniſhed, was caliſted 
only till the firſt of December, from a preſumption that 
the campaign would terminate by that time, | 
When it was expected that the conquerors would x re- 
tire to winter quarters, they commenced a new plan of 
operations more alarming, than all their previous con- 


queſts. The reduction of Fort Waſhington, the evacya- 


tion of Fort Lee, and the diminution of the American 
army, by the departure of thoſe. whoſe: time of ſervice 
had Lats, encouraged the Britiſh, qoornbſtanding the 

ſeverity 
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1776. ſeverity of e winter, and the badueſt of the roads, to 
WO purine: the remaining inconſiderable continental force, 
wich the proſpect of 'annihbilating it. By this turn of af- 
fairs, the interior country was ſurpriſed into confuſion, 
and found an enemy within its bowels, without a ſuffici- 
ent army to oppoſe it. To retreat, was the only expedi- 
ent left. This having commenced, lord Cornwallis fol- 
lowed; and was cloſe in the year of geberal Waſhing- 
ton, us he retreated ſueceſſively to New- Ark, to Brunſ- 
wick, to Princeton, to Trenton, and to the Pennſylva- 
nia fide of the Delaware. The purſuit was urged with 
ſo much rapidity, that the rear of the one army, pulling 
down bridges was often within fight, and ſhot off the 
van of the other, building them up. | 
This retreat into, and through NewsJet@y; w was GY 
ed with almoſt every circumſtance that could occafion 
embarraſſment, and depreſſion of ſpirits.” It commenced 
in a few days, after the Americans had loſt 2700 men 
in Fort Waſhington. In fourteen days after that event, 
the whole flying camp claimed their diſcharge. This 
was followed by the almoſt daily departure of others, 
whoſe engagements terminated nearly about the - ſame 
ume. A farther diſappointment happened to general 
Waſhington at this time. Gates had been ordered by 
Congreſs to ſend two regiments from Ticonderoga, to 
reinforce his army. Two Jerſey regiments were put un- 
der the command of general St. Clair, and forwarded 
In 6bedience to this order, but the period for which they 
were enliſted was expired, and the moment they entered 
their own ſtate, they went off to a man. A few officers 
without a fingle private, were all that general St. Clair 
brought offtheſe tworegiments, to the aid of the recreating 
American army. The few who remained with general 
Waſhingron were in a moſt forlorn condition. They 
-eonfiſted"moſtly of the troops which had: garriſoned Fort 
Lee, and had been compelled to abandon that poſt ſo ſud- 
denly, that chey commenced their retreat without tents 
'or blankets, and without any utenſils to dreſs their pro- 
"vifions. In this ſituation they performed a march of 2- 


bout _ miles, and had the addreſs io prolong it to 
the 
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we ſpace of ginmicen days. | As the retreating Amnerl- 1776. 
cans marched through the country, ſearcely one of tbbke 


i6kabirahts joined them, while numbers were daily flock- 
ing to che royal army, to make their peate and obtain pro- 
teckiom They faw on the one ſide a numerous well ap- 
pointed and full clad army, dazzling their eyes with the 
elegance of utiforaiityz 60 the other a few poor fellows, 
who from their ſhabby cloathing were called ragamuffins, 

fAleting for their ſafery; - Not only the common people 
changed ſides in this gloomy ſtate of public affairs, but 
ſotme of the lendiog men in New Jerſey and Pennſylvania 
adopted the ſame expedlent. Among theſe Mr. Gallo- 
way, und the family of che Allens of Philadelphia, were 
moſt diſtinguiſhed . The former, and one of the latter, 


had been members of Congreſs. In this hour of adver- 


they eame within the Britiſh lines, and ſurrenderet 

themſelves to the 'conquerots, alledging in juſtification'of 

their conduct, that though they had joined with their 

countvymen, in Teeking for a redreſs of grievances in a con- 

Ritutional way, they had never approved of the meaſures 

xc adopted, and were in particular, ar mes, averſe 
to independence. | 

On the day ' general, Waſhington retreated over the 
Delaware, the Bririſh took poſſeſſion of Rhode-Iſland 
without any loſs, and at the fame time blocked up com- 
modore Hopkins ſquadron, and a nueldet of \privatcets 
at Providence. 

Ia this period, ben the Ameritan FIVE: was relin- 
quilking ks general the people giving up the caufe, fone 
of their leaders going over to the enemy, and the Britifh 
commanders fucceeding in every enterpriſe, general Let 
was taken priſoner at Baſkenridge, by lieutenant colonel 
Harcourt. This cauſed a depreſſion of ſpirits among the 
Americans, far exceeding any real injury done to their 
eſſential intereſts. He had been repeatedly ordered to 
come forward with his diviſion and join general Waſh. 
ingron, but theſe orders were not obeyed. This circum. 
ſtance and the dangerous eriſis of public affairs, together 
with his being alone at ſome diſtance, from the troops 
which he commanded, begat ſuſpicions chat he choſe to 
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fall into Ws bands of the Britiſh, Though Kn 


SYS. henſfions were. without foundation, they produced the 


| people, i impatient of the reſtraints of regular government, 


ſame extenſive miſchief, as if they had been realities. The 
Americans had repoſed extravagant confidence in his mi- 


lIitary talents, and experience of regular European war. 
Merely to have loſt ſuch an idol of the ſtates at any time, 
would have been diſtreſsful, but loGng him under circum- 


ſtances, which favoured an opinion that, deſpairing of 
.the American cauſe, he choſe to, be taken a priſoner, 
was to many an extinguiſhmeat, bf every. hope, 
By. the àdvagce of the Britiſh into New-Jerſey, the 
Fee of Philadelphia became the ſcat of war. 


This prevented that undiſturbed attention to public bufineſi 


which thedeliberations of Congreſs required. They therefore 
. adjourned them ſelves to meet in eight days at Baltimore, re- 
ſolving at the ſame time, that general Washington ſhould 
be poſſeſſed of full powers to order and direct all Wing; 
relative to the department, and the operations of war.“ 
1 activity of the Britiſh in the cloſe of the campaign, 
ſeemed in ſome (meaſure to AG their ee 
In the beginning of it. 

Hitherto they had ſucceeded in every ſcheme. They 
marched up and down the Jerſey, fide of the river Dela- 
ware, and through the country, without any moleſtation. 
All oppoſition. to the re- eſtabliſhment of royal govern- 
ment, ſeemed to be on the point of expiring. The Ame- 
ricans had thus far acted without fyſtem, or rather feebly 
executed what, bad been tardily adopted. Though the war 
was changed from its firſt ground,'a redreſs of grievances 
to a ſtruggle for ſovereignty, yet ſome conſiderable time 
elapſed, before arrangements, conformable to this new 
ſyſtem, were adopted, and a much longer before they were 
carried into execution. 
Wich the year 1776, a retreating, half 8 
to be diſmiſſed, and the proſpect of a new one was both 
diſtant and uncertain. The recently aſſumed independ- 
ence of the Statcs, was apparently on the verge of diſſolu- 
tion. It was ſuppoſed by many, that the record of their 
exiſtence would have been no more than that “ a fickle 


had 
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had in a fit of paſſion aboliſhed that of Great-Britain, and 1776. 
eſtabliſhed ia iu room free conſtitutions of their own, but 


theſe new. eſtabliſhments, from want of wiſdom in their 


rulers, or of ſpirit in their people, were no ſooner formed 


than annihilated. The leading men, in their reſpective 
goveraments,/aud the principal members of Congreſs, (for 


by this name the inſurgeats diſtiaguiſhed their ſupreme 


council) were, hanged, and their eſtates confiſcated. 


Waſhington, the gallant leader of their military eſtabliſh- 
ments ·worthy of a better fate -deſerted by his army 


abandoned by his country -ruſhing on the thickeſt 


battalions of the foe, provoked a friendly Britiſh bayonet 


to wy him from an ignominious death.” 
To 


hiſtory, of England, treating of the American troubles, 
but there is in human affairs an ultimate point of eleva- 
uon or depreffion, beyond which they neither grow det- 
ter nor worſe, but turn back in a contrary courſe. 
In proportion as difficulties increaſed, Congreſs re- 


doubled their exertions to oppoſe them. They addrefled nec. 10. 


the ſtates in animated language, calculated to remove 


their deſpondency---renew their hopes and confirm 
their reſolutions. 


They at the ſame time diſpatched gentlemen of cha- 


rater and influence, to excite the militia to take the field. 


General Mifflia was, on this occaſion, partieularly uſeful. 
He exerted his great abilities in rouſing his fellow citizens, 


by animated and affectionate addreſſes, to turn out in de- | 


fence of their endangered liberties. 

Congreſs alſo recommended to each of the United 
States to appoint aday of ſolemn faſtiog and humiliation, 
to implore of Almighty God the forgiveneſs of their many 
fins, and to beg the countenance and afliſtance of his 
providence, in the proſecution of the preſent juſt and ne- 
ceſſary war.” 
lo the dangerous fituation to which every thing dear 
to the friends of independence was reduced, Congreſs 
transferred extraordinary. powers to general Waſhington, 
by a reſolution, expreſſed in the following words: 

10 The 


uman wiſdom it appeared probable, that ſuch a 
paragraph would have cloſed ſome ſmall ſection in the 
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The usjuſt, but determined purpoſe of the Britin 


court to enſlave theſe free ſtates, obvious through every 
Dec. 27. deluſive inſinuation to the contrary; baving placed things 


in ſuch a ſituation that the very exiſtence of civil liberty 
now depends on the right execution of military powers, 
and the vigorous deciſive conduct of theſe being impoſ- 
ſible to diſtant, numerous, and deliberative bodies.“ 
This Congreſs, having maturely eonſidered the preſent 


criſis ; and having perfect reliance on the wiſdom, vigour, 


and uprightneſs of general Waſhington, do hereby, 

| Reſolve, That general Waſhington ſhall be, and he 
is hereby veſted with full, ample, and complete powers, 
to raiſe and collect together, in the moſt ſpeedy and effec. 
tual manner, from any or all of theſe United States, fix- 
teen battalions of infantry, in addition to thoſe already 
voted by Congreſs'z to appoint officers for the ſaid bat- 


talions of infantry; to raiſe, officer, and equip 3000 light- 


horſe 3 three regiments of artillery, and a corps of engi -; 
neers, and to eſtabliſh their pay ; to apply to any of the 
ſtates for ſuch aid of the militia as he ſhall judge neceſ- 
ſary ; to form ſuch magazines of proviſions, and in fuch 
places as he ſhall think proper; to diſplace. and appoint 


all officers under the rank of brigadler general, and to fill 


up all vacancies in every other department in the Ame- 
rican armies; to take, wherever he may be, whatever he 
may want, for the uſe of the army, if the inhabitants will 
not ſell it, allowing a reaſonable price for the ſanie 3 to 
arreſt and confine* perſons who refuſe to take the conti - 


nental currency, or are otherwiſe diſaffected to the A me- 


rican cauſe; and return to the ſtates, of which they are 
citizens, their names, and the nature of their offences, 
together with the witneſſes to prove them: That the fore · 
going powers be veſted in general Waſhington, for and 
during the term of fix months, from the date hereof, un- 
lefs fooner determined by Congrefs.” 

In this hour of extremity, the attention of Congreſs 
was employed, in deviſing plans to - fave the ſtates from 
finking under the heavy calamities which were bearing 
them down. It is remarkable, that, neither in the preſent 
condition, 8 trying and OE nor in any 3 

nce 
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fince the declaration. of independence, was Congreſs in- 1976. 
ſtuenced eiche by force, diſtreſs, artißee, or perſuaſiong WYW 
to entertain the moſt diftant idea of purchaſing peace, by 
returning to the condition of Britiſh ſubjects. 80 low 
were they reduced in the latter end of 1776, that ſome 
members, diſtruſtful of their ability to reſiſt the powor of 
Great - Britain, propoſed to authoriſe their commiſſioders 
ar the court of France (whoſe appointment ſhalt be here- 
after explained) to transfer to that country the ſame mo- 
nopoly of their trade, which Great- Britain had hitherto 
enjoyed. On examination it was found; that eonceſſious 
of this kind would deſtroy the force of many argumenta 
heretofore uſed in favour of independence, and probably 
diſunite their citizens. It was next propoſed to offer 4 
monopoly of certain enumerated articles of produce. 
To this the variant intereſts of the differont ſtates were 
ſo directly oppoſed as to occaſion a ſpeedy and decided 
negative. Some propoſed offering to France, a league 
offenſive and defenfive, in caſe ſhe would heartily ſupport 
American independenee ; but this was alſo rejected. The 
more enlightened members of Congreſs argued, ** Though 
the friendſhip of ſmall ſtates might be purchaſed, that of 
France could not.” They alledged, that if ſhe would riſque 
2 war with Great-Britain, by openly eſpouſing their cauſe, 
it would not be ſo much from the proſpect of direct ad- 
vantages, as from a natural deſire to leſſen the overgrown 
power of a dangerous rival. It was therefore ſuppoſed, 
that the only inducement, likely to influence France to au 
interference, was an affurance that the United States were 
determined to perſevere in refuſing,” a return to their 
former allegiance. Inſtead of liſtening to the terms of 
the royal commiſſioners, or to avy' founded on the idea 
of their reſuming the character of Britiſh ſubjeQs, it was 
therefore again reſolved, to abide by their declared inde- 
pendence, and proffered freedom of trade to every foreign 
nation, truſting the event to Providence, and riſquing 
all confequences. Copies of theſe reſolutions were ſect 
to the principal 'courts of Europe, and proper perſons 
vereappointed to ſolicit their friendſhip'to the new formed 
ſtates, .. Theſe deſpatches fell into the hands of the Briz 
* | $0 30 snes 5! -4ifh, 


— 


— 2 
— —— 


5 
— * ha _ - - D 
—_ = 
— "_——— 
—— 2 — — — 
4 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— — In 1*————— 


38 ru HISTORY or "THE | 


£996; oY and were dy tem publiſhed. This was the very thing 
rev vithed for by Congreſe. They well knew, that an appre- 
henGon of their making up all differences with Grent- 
Britain was the principal objection to- che interference of 
toreigu courts,” in what was repreſented to be no more 
than a domeſtic quarrel. A reſolution adopted in the 
deepeſt diſtreſs, and the worſt of times that Congreſs 
would liſten to no terms of re- union with their Parent 
State, convinced thoſe, who wiſhed for the diſmember- 
ment of the Britiſu empire, that it was ſound policy to in- 
terfere, ſo far as would prevent the conqueſt of the 
United States. 
Theſe judicious determinations in the cabiner, were ac- 
| companied with vigorous exertions in the field. In this 
crifis of danger 1500 of the Pennſylvania militia, embo- 
died to re-inforce the continental army. The merchant, 
the farmer, the tradeſman and the labourer, cheerfully 
relinquiſhed the conveniencies of home, to perform the 
duties of private ſoldiers, in the ſeverity, of a winter cam- 
- paign. Though moſt of them were acchſtomed to the 
habits of à city life, they flept in tents, -barns, and ſome- 
_ times in the open air, during the cold months of Decem- 
ber and January,” There were, nevertheleſs, only two in- 
ſtances of ſickneſs, and only one of death in that large 
Y body of meu in the courſe of fix weeks. The delay ſo 
judiciouſly contrived on the retreat through Jerſey, af- 
forded time for theſe volunteer reinforcements to join 
general Waſhington. The number of troops under his 
command at that time, fluctuated between two and three 
thouſand men. To turn round and face a victorious and 
numerous foe, with this ineonſiderable force was riſquing 
much 3 but the urgency, of che caſe, required that ſome- 
thing ſhould be attempted. The recruiting bufineſs for 
the propoſed new continental army was at a ſtand, while 
the Britiſh were driving the Americans before them. The 
preſent regular ſoldiers could, as a matter of right, in les 
than a week claim their diſcharge, and ſcarce a ſingle re- 
cruit offered to ſupply their place. Under theſe circum- 
ſtances, the bold reſolution was formed of recroſſing in- 
to the ſtate of Jerſcy,'and attacking that part of the enemy, 
| which was poſted at Trenton. ' Whey 
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When the Americans retreated over the Delaware, 1776. 
the boats in the vicinity were removed out of the 'way r 
of their purſuers,---this arreſted their progreſs: But the 
Britiſh commanders in the ſecurity of conqueſt cantoned 

| their army in Burlington, Bordenton, Trenton, and other 
towns bf New-Jerſey, in daily expectation of being ena · 
bled to croſs into Pennſylvania, by means of ice, n 
is generally formed about that time. 
Ot all events, none ſeemed to them more improbable; | 
than that their late retreating half 'nakedenemies,ſhould in 
this extreme cold ſeaſon, face about and commence of- 
fenſi ve operations. They indulged themſelves in a degree 
of careleſs inattention to the poſſibility of a ſurpriſe, which 
in the vicinity of an enemy, however contemptible, can 
never be juſtified. It has been ſaid that colonel | Rahl; 
the commanding officer in Trenton, being under fome 
apprehenſion for that frontier. poſt; applied to general 
Grant for a reinforcement, and that the general return- 
ed for anſwer. ** Tell the colonel, he is-very ſafe, Iwill 
undertake to keep the peace in ee parrey with a * 
ral guard. | 

lo the evening of Chriſtmas day, general Waſkingtow, 

er arrangements for recrofling the Delaware in three 
diviſions z at M. Kookey's ferry, at Trenton ferry, and 
at or near Bordentog. The troops which were to have 
croſſed at the two laſt places, were commanded by generals 
Ewing, and Cadwallader, they made every exertion to 
get over, but the quantity of ice was. fo great, that they 
could not effect their purpoſe. The main body which 
was commanded by general Waſhington croſſed at M. 
Konkey's ferry, but the ice in the river retarded their 
paſſage ſo long, that it was three o'clock in the morning; 
before the artillery could be got over. On their landing 
in Jerſey, they were formed into two diviſions, com- 
manded by general Sullivan, and Greene, who had under 
their command brigadiers, lord Stirling, Mercer and St. 
Clair: one of theſe diviſions was ordered to proceed on 
the lower, or river road, the other on the upper or Pen- 
nington road. Col. Stark, with ſome light troops, was al- 

ö ſo diretted to advance near to theriver, and to poſſeſs him» 
8 
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1776: ſelf of that part of theton, which is beyond the bridge. The 
2 Jdivifions having nearly the fame diſtance to march, were 
ordered immediately on forcing the out guards, to puſh 
directly into Trenton, that they might charge the enemy 
before they had time to form. Though they marched 
different roads, yet they arrived at the enemy's advanced 
poſt, within three minutes of each other. The out 
guards of the Heſſian troops at Trenton ſobn fell back, 
but kept up a conſtant retreating fire. Their main body 
being hard preſſed by the Americans, who had already 
got poſſeſſion of half; their artillery, attempted to file off 
by a road leading towards Princeton, but were checked 
by a body of troops thrown in their way. Finding they 
- were ſurrounded, they laid down their arms. The num- 
ber which ſubmitted, was 23 officers, and 886 meh. Be- 
wween'3o-and 40 of the Heſſians were killed and wound- 
ed. | Colonel Rahl, was among the former, and ſeven 
of his officers' among the latter. Captain Waſhington 
of the Virginia troops, and five or fix of the Americans 


| 

were wounded. Two were killed, and two or three were 
frozen to death. The detachment in Trenton conſiſted 
of the regiments of Rahl, Loſberg, and Kniphaufen, N 
amounting in the whole to about 1500 men, and a troop : 
of Britiſh light horſe. All theſe were killed or captured, T 
except about 600, * eſcaped by the road leading to 1 
1 c 8 
The Britiſh had u ſtrong battalion of light infantry at f 
Princejoa, and a force yet remaining near the Delaware, t 
ſuperior to the American army. General Wafhington, 1 
therefore in the evening of the ſame day, thought it d 
moſt prudent to recroſs into Te e his pri- fi 
ſoners.” 1 
The effects of this ſucceſsful emterprinoiere peedily felt th 

in recruiting the American army. About 1 400 regular 1 
ſoldiers whoſe lime of ſervice was on the point of expir- T 
ing, agreed to ſerve fix weeks longer, on a promiſed gra- fo 
tuity of ten paper dollars to each. Men of influence 10 
were ſent to different parts of the country to rouſe the * 
militia. The rapine, and impolitic conduct of the Britiſh, *. 
operated more forcibly on the inhabitants, to expel them oy 


from 
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from the ate,” chan either dhtribaifia or perſuaſion to 1776. 
prevent their overrunning it. — 
The Heffian priſoners taken on the 26th being ſecured, Dec. 28. 
general Waſhington re-crofled the Delaware, and took 
poſſeſſion of Trenton. The detachments which had been | 
Ailkributed over New-Jerſey, previous to the capture of 
the Hefflaus, imme di iately, after that event, aſſembled at 
Princeton, and were joiticd by the army from Brunſwick 
under lord Cornwallis. From this poſition they came for- 
ward towards Trenton in great force, hoping by a vigorous 1777» 
onſet to repair the injury their cauſe had ſuſtained by Jan. ad- 
the late defeat. Truly delicate was the fituation of the 
feeble American army. To retreat was to hazard the 
city of Philadelphia, and to deſtroy every ray of hope 
which had begun to dawn from their late ſucceſs. To 
riſque an action with a ſuperior force in front, and a ri- 
ver in rear, was dangerous in the extreme. To get 
round the advanced party of the Britiſh, arid by puſh- 
ing forwards to attack in their rear, was deemed pre- 
ferable to either. The Britiſh' on their advance from Jan. ad. 
Princeton, about 4 P. M. attacked a body of Americans 
which were poſted with four field pieces, a little to the 
northward” of Trenton, and compelled them to retreat. 
The purſuing Britiſh, being checked at the bridge over 
Sanpink creek, which runs through that town, by ſome 
field pieces, which were poſted on the oppoſite banks of 
that rivulet, fell back ſo far as to be out of reach of the 
cannon, and 'kindled their fires. The Americans were 
drawn up on the other fide of the creek, and in that po- 
ſition remained till night, cannonading the enemy and re- 
ceiving their fire. In this critical hour, two armies on which 
the ſucceſs or failure of the American revolution, mate- 
rially depended, were crouded into the ſmall village of 
Trenton, and only ſeparated by a creek in many places 
fordable. The Britiſh believing they had all the advan- 
tages they could wiſh for, and that they could uſe them 
when they pleaſed, diſcontinued all farther operations, 
and kept themſelves in readineſs to make the attack next 
morning, Sir William Erſkine is reported to have ad- 
viſed an immediate attack, of at leaſt to place a ſtrong 
S $ guard 
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ei at a bridge over Savpink. creek, which 1 in the 
route the Americans took to Princeton, giving for rea- 
ſon that, otherwiſe, Waſhington if a good general, would 
make a move to the left of the royal army, and attack 
the poſt at Princeton in their rear. The next morning 
preſented a ſcene as brilliant on the one fide, as it was 
unexpected on the other. Soon after it became dark, gen. 
Waſhington ordered all his baggage to be filently remov- 
ed, and having left guards for the purpoſe of deception, 
marched with his whole force, by a circuitous route to 
Princeton. This manceuvre was determined upon in a 
council of war, from a conviction that it would avoid the 
appearance of a retreat, and at the ſame time the ha- 
zard of au action in a bad poſition, and that it was the 
moſt likely way to preſerve the city of Philadelpbia, from 
falling into the hands of the Britiſh. General Waſhing- 
ton alſo preſumed, that from an eagerneſs to efface the 
impreſſions, made by the late capture of the Heſſians at 
Trenton, the Britiſh commanders had puſhed forward 
their principal force, and that of courſe the remainder 
in the rear at Princeton was not more than equal to 


his own. The event verified this conjecture. The more 


effectually to diſguiſe the departure of the Americans 
from Trenton, fires were lighted up in front of their 
camp. Theſe not only gave an appearance of going to 
reſt, but as flame cannot be ſeen through, concealed from 
the Britiſh, what was tranſacting behind them, In this 
relative poſition they were a pillar, of fire to the one 
army, and apillar of a cloud to the other. Providence fa- 
voured this movement of the Americans. The weather 
had been for ſome time ſo warm and moiſt, that the 
ground was ſoft and the-roads ſo deep as to be ſcarcely 


paſſable : but the wind ſuddenly changed to the north- 


weſt, and the ground in a ſhort time was frozen ſo hard, 
that when the Americans took up their line of march, 
they were no more retarded, than if they had been upon 
a ſolid pavement. 

General Waſhington reached Princeton, early in the 
morning, and would have completely ſurpriſed the Bri- 


tiſh, had not a party, which was on their way to Trenton, 
deſcried 
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Leferied his tr00ps, when they were about two miles diſtant, 1776. 
and ſent back couriers to alarm their unſuſpecting fellow — 


1 in their rear. Theſe conſiſted of the 17th, the 40th, 


i regiments of Britiſh infantry and ſome of the royal 
artill 


ery. with two field pie ces, and three troops of light 
dragoons. © The center of the Americans, conſiſting of 
the Philadelphia militia, while on their line of march, 
was briſkly charged by a party of the Britiſh, and gave 
way in diſorder. The moment was critical, General 
Waſhiogton puſhed forward, and placed himſelf between 
his on men, and the Britiſh, with his horſe's head 
frobting the latter. The Americans encouraged by his 


example, and exbortations, made a ſtand, and returned 


the Britiſh fire, The general, though between both par- 
ties, was providentially uninjured by either. A party of 
the Britiſh fled into the college and were there attacked 
with field pieces which were fired into it. The ſeat of 
the muſes became for ſome time the ſcene of action. The 
barty which had taken refuge in the college, after receiv- 
ing a few diſcharges from the American field pieces came 
out and ſurrendered themſelves priſoners of war, In 
the courſe of the engagement, fixty of the Britiſh 
were killed, and a greater number wounded, and a- 
bout 300 of them were taken priſoners. The reft made 
their eſcape, ſome by puſhing. on towards Trenton, 
others by returning towards Brunſwick. The Americans 
loſt only a few, but colonels Haſlet and Potter, and capt. 

Neal of | the artillery, were among the flain. General 
Mercer received three bayonet wounds of which he died 
in a ſhort time. He was a Scotchmaa by birth, but from 
prigciple and affection had engaged to ſupport the li- 
berties of his adopted country, with a zeal equal to that of 
any of its native ſons. In private life he was amiable, and 


his character as an officer ſtood high in the public eſteem. 


While they were fighting in Princeton, the Britiſh in 
Trenton were under arms, and on the point of making 


an aſſault on the evacuated camp of the Americans, With 


ſo much addreſs had' the movement to Princeton been 
conducted, that though from the critical ſituation of the 
two armics, every car may be ſuppoſed to have been 

open 
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171 open, and every watchfulneſs to have been employed, yet 


<4. 


— General Waſhington. moved completely off the, ground, 
with his whole force, ſtores, baggage and artillery un- 


known to, and unſuſpected by his adverſaries. The Bri. 
tiſh in Trenton, were ſo entirely deceived, that when they 
heard the report of the artillery at Princeton, though ir 
was in the depth of winter, they ſuppoſed i it to be thunder 

That part of the royal army, which having eſcaped 
from Princeton, retreated towards New-Brunſwick, was 

urſued for three or four miles. Another party which 
5 advanced as far as Maidenhead, on their way to 
Trenton, hearing the frequent diſcharge of fire arms in 
their rear, wheeled round and marched to the aid of their 
companions. The Americans by deſtroying bridges, re- 
tarded theſe, though cloſe in their, rear, ſo long as to 
gain time for themſelves, to move off, in, good Ps to 
Pluckemin. 

So great was the conſternation of the Britiſh at theſe 
unexpected movements, that they inſtantly evacuated 
both Trenton. and Princeton, and retreated with their 
whole force to New-Brunſwick. The American militia, 
collected and forming themſelves into parties, waylaid 
their enemies, and cut them off whenſoever an opportu- 
nity preſented. In a few days they over - ran the Jerſeys. 
General Maxwell ſurpriſed, Eliſabeth-town, and took 
near 100 priſoners. Newark was abandoned, and the late 
conquerors were forced to leave Woodbridge. The royal 
troops were confined to Amboy and Brunſwick, which 
held a water communication with New-York. Thus, in 
the ſhort ſpace of a month, that part of Jerſey, which lies 
between New-Brunſwick and Delaware, was both over- 
run by the Britiſh, and recovered by the Americans. The 
retreat of the continental army, the timid policy of the 
Jerſey farmers, who choſe rather to ſecure their proper- 
ty by ſubmiſſion, than defend it by refiſtance, made the 
Britiſh believe their work was done, and that little elſe 
remained, but to reap a harveſt of plunder as the reward 
of their labours. Unreſtrained by the terrors of civil 
law, uncontroled by the ſeverity of diſcipline, and elated 


with their ſucceſs, the ſoldiers of the rojel army, and par- 
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ticularly the; Heffians, gave full ſcope to the ſelfiſh and 1776, 
— 


ferocious paſſions of human nature. A congucred coun- 
try, and ſubmitting inhabitants preſented eaſy plunder, 
equal to their unbounded rapacity. Infants, children, old 
men and women. were ſtripped of their blankets and 
cloathing- Furniture was burnt or otherwiſe deſtroyed, 
Domeſtic animals were carricd of, and the people rabbed 
of their neceſſarꝝ houſhold proviſions, The rapes and brutay 
lities committed on wamen, and even on very young girls, 
would ſhock the cars of modeſty, if particularly recited, 
Theſe violences were perpetrated on inhabitants who had 
remained in their bouſes, and received printed protections, 
ſigned by order of the commander io, chief. It was. ja 
vain, that they produced theſe protections as a ſafeguard, 
The Heſfians could not read them; and the Britiſh ſol- 
diers thought they were entitled to à ſhare of the booty, 
equally. with their foreign aſſociates, 

Such, in all ages, has been che camplexion of the bulk 
of armies, that immediate and ſevere punithments are in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary, to keep them from flagrant enor- 
mities. That diſcipline, without which an army is 3 
band of armed plunderers, was as far, as reſpected the in- 
habitants, either neglected, or but feebly adminiſtered in 
the royal army. The ſoldiers finding, they might take 
with impunity what they pleaſed, were more ſtrongly urg+ 
ed by avarice, than checked by policy or fear. Had 
every citizen been ſecured in his rights, protected in his 
property, and paid for his ſupplies, the conſequences might 
have been fatal to the hopes, of thoſe who were attached 
to independence, What the warm recommendations of 
Congreſs, and the ardent ſupplications of general Waſh 
ington could not effect, took place of its own accord, in 
conſequence of ths plunderings aud devaſtations of the 
royal army. 

The whole country became inſtantly hoſtile to the in- 
raders. Sufferers of all parties roſe as one man, to re- 
venge their perſonal injuries. 'Thoſe, who from age, or 
infirmities, were incapable of bearing arms, kept a ſtrict 
vatch onthe, movements of the royal army, and from time 
to me, communicated information to their countrymen 

in 
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177% im arms. Thoſe who. lately declined all military oppofi- 


tion, though called upon by the ſacred tie of honour 


ledged to each other on the declaration of independence, 
chearfully embodied, when they found ſubmiſſion to be 
unavailing for the ſecurity of their eſtates. This was not 
done originally in conſequence of the victories of Tren- 
ton and Princeton. In the very moment of theſe actions, 
or before the' news of them had circulared, ſundry indi- 
viduals unknowing of general Waſhington's movements, 
were concerting private inſurrections, to revenge them. 
{elves on the plunderers. The diſpute originated about 
property, or in other words, about the right of taxation. 
From the ſume ſource at this time, it received a new 
and forcible impulſe. The farmer, who could not trace 
the conſequences of Britiſh taxation, nor of American 
independence, felt the injuries he ſuſtained from the de- 
predation of licentious troops. The militia of New- Jer- 
ſey, who had hitherto behaved moſt ſhamefully, from 
this time forward redeemed their character, and through- 
out a tedious war, performed ſervices with à ſpirit and 
diſcipline in 9 reſpect, equal to that of regular ſol- 
diers. 
The victories of Trenton and Pridathog! ſeemed to be 
like a reſurrection from the dead, to the deſponding 
friends of independence. A melancholy gloom, had in the 
firſt 25 days of December overſpread the United States; 
but from the memorable era of the 26th of ſame month, 
their proſpects began to brighten. The recruiting ſer- 
vice, which for ſome time had been at a ſtand, was ſuc- 
ceſsfully renewed,” and hopes were ſoon indulged, that 
the commander in chief would be enabled to take the 
field in the ſpring, with a permanent regular force. Ge- 
neral Waſhington retired to Morriſtown, that he might 


afford ſhelter to his ſuffering army. The American mi- 
| Htia had ſundry ſucceſsful fkirmiſhes with detachments 


of their adverſaries. Within four days after the affair 
at Princeton, between forty and fifty Waldeckers were 
killed, wounded, or taken at Springfield, by an equal 
number of the ſame New-ſerſey militia, which but 2 
month before, ſuffered the Britiſh to overrun their coun- 
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" This iſe; was cond 1777. 
try without oppoſition. enterpriſe was conducted 1777 


by colonel. Spencer, whoſe gallantry, on the occaſion, 
was rewarded with the command of a regiment. 1041 

During the winter movements, which have been 
juſt related, the ſoldiers of both armies underwent great 
hardſhips, but the Americans ſuffered by far the greater, 
Many. of then were without ſhoes, though marching 
over frozen ground, which ſo gaſhed their naked feet, 
that each ſtep was marked with blood. There was ſcarcely 
atent in their whole army. The city of Philadelphia had 
been twice laid under contribution, tp provide them with 


blankets. Officers had been appointed, to examine every 


bouſe, and, after leaving a ſcanty covering for the family 
to bring off the reſt, for the uſe of the troops in the 
field; but notwithſtanding theſe exertions, the quantity 
procured was far ſhort of decency, much leſs of comfort. 
The; officers and ſoldiers of the American army were 
about this time inoculated in their cantonment at Mor- 
ritown, As very few of them had ever had the ſmall 
pox, the inoculation was nearly univerſal. The diſor- 
der had previouſly ſpread among them in the natural way, 
and proved mortal to many: but after inoculation was 
iatroduced though whole regiments were inoculated, in 
a day, there was little or no mortality from the ſmall pox, 
and the diſorder was ſo light, that from the beginning 
to the end of it, there was not a ſingle day in which 
they could not, and if called upon, would not have 
turned out and fought the Britiſh, To induce the in- 
babitants.to accommodate officers and ſoldiers in their 


houſes, while under the ſmall pox, they and their fami- 


lies were inoculated gratis by the military ſurgeons. Thus 
in a ſhort time, the whole army and the inhabitants in 
and near Morriſtown were ſubjected to the ſmall pox, and 
vith very little inconvenience to either. 

Three months, which followed the actions of Trenton 


and Princeton, paſſed away without any important mili- 


lary enterpriſe on either fide. Major general Putnam was 


directed to take poſt at Princeton, and cover the country 


in the vicinity. He had only a few hundred troops, 


though he was no-more than eighteen miles diſtant from 
the 
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the ſtrong garriſon of the Britiſh at Brunſwick. At one 
period he had fewer men for duty than he had miles of 
frontier to guurd. The ſituation of general Waſhington 
ar Morriſtowu vn not more eligible.” His force was 
trifling, when compared with that of rhe Btitiſh, but the 
enemy, and his own countrymen, believed the contrary, 
Their deception was cheriſhed, and artfully continued by 
the ſpecious parade of a conſiderable army. The Ame- 
rican officers took their ſtation in poſitions of difficult 
acceſs, and kept up a conftant communication with each 
other. This ſecured them from ' inſult and ſurpriſe. 
While they covered the country, they haraſſed the foraging 
parties of the Britiſh, and often attacked them with ſuc- 
ceſs. Of à variety of theſe, the two following are ſelected 
as moſt worthy of notice. General Dickenſon, with four 
hundred Jerſey miliria, and fifty of the Pennſylvania rifle- 
men, croſſed Millſtone-river, near Somerſet courthouſe, 
and attacked a large foraging party of the Britiſh, with 


ſo much ſpirit that they abandoned their convoy, and fled. 


Feb. 18, 


Nine of them were taken priſoners. Forty waggons, and 
upwards of one hundred horſes; witha confiderable bopty, 
fell into the hands of the general. While the Britiſh were 
loading their waggons, a ſingle man began to fire on them 
from the woods; He was ſoon joined by more of his 
neighbours; who could not patiently” ſee their property 
carried away. After the foragers had been annoyed for 
ſome time by theſe unſeen marksmen, they fancied on 
the appearance of general Dickenſon; that they were at- 
racked by a ſuperior forte, and began a precipitate flight. 
In about a month after the affair of Somerſet court- 
houſe, colonel Nelſon, of Brunſwick, with a detachment 
of 150 militia men, ſurpriſed and captured at Lawrence's 
Neck, a major, and fifty-nine privates, of the refuges, 
who were in Britiſh pay. | 
Throughout the campaign of 1776, an uncommon 
degree of ſickneſs raged in the American army. Huſ- 
bandmen, transferred at once from the conveniencies 
of 'domeſtic life, to the hardſhips of a field encamp- 
ment, could not accommodate themſelves to the ſud- 


den change. The ſouthern troops, fickened- from the 
want 
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want of ſalt proviſions. Linen ſhirts were too gene- 1777. 
rally word, in contact with the ſkin. - The ſalutary i- 


fluence of flannel, in preventing the diſeaſes of camps, 
was either unknown or diſregarded. The diſcipline of 
the army was too freble to enforce thoſe regulations which 
experience has proved to be indiſpenſably neceſſary, for 
preſetving the health of large bodies of men collected 
together. Cleanlineſs was alſo too much neglected. On 
the gth of Auguſt the whole American army before New- 
Vork, conſiſted of 17,225 men, but of that number only 
10,5 14 were fit for duty. Theſe numerous ſick ſuffered 
much, from the want of neceſſaries. Hurry and confu- 
ſion added much to their diſtreſſes. There was beſides a 
real want of the requiſites for their relief. 

A proper hoſpital eſtabliſhment was beyond the abili- 
ties of Congrels, eſpecially as the previous arrangements 
were not entered upon till the campaign had begun. Many, 
perhaps ſome thouſands in the American army, were 
ſwept off in a few months by ſickneſs. The country every 
where preſented the melancholy fight of ſoldiers ſuffering 
poverty and diſeaſe, without the aid: of medicine or at- 
tendance. ' Thoſe who [ſurvived gave ſuch accounts of 
the ſufferings of the fick, as greatly diſcouraged the re- 
cruiting ſervice. .*A rage for plundering, under the pre- 
tence of taking tory property, infected many of the com- 
mon ſoldiery, aud even ſome of the officers. The army 
had, been formed on ſuch principles, in ſame of the ſtates, 
that commiſſions were; in ſeveral inſtances, beſtowed on 
perſons who had no pretenfions to the character of gen- 
tlemen. Several of the officers were choſen by their own 
men, and they often preferred thoſe from whom they 
expected the greateſt indulgencies. In other caſes, the 
choice of the men was in favour of thoſe who had con- 
ſented to throw their pay into a joint ſtock with the pri- 
vates, from which officers and men drew equal ſhares. 
The army, conſiſting moſtly of new recruits and un- 
experienced oſſicers, and being only engaged for a twelve 
month, was very: deficient in that mechaniſm and diſci- 
pline which time and experience beſtow on veteran 
oops. General Waſhington was unremitting in his 
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1777. repreſentations to Congreſs, favouring ſuch alterations 


as promiſed- permanency, order and diſcipline, in the ar- 
my, but his judicious opinions on theſe ' ſubjefts were 
flowly adopted. The ſentiments of liberty, which then 
generally prevailed, made fome diſtinguiſhed members of 
Congreſs ſo diſtruitful of the future power and probable 
deſigns ot a permanent domeſtic army, that they had wn 
nigh facrificed their country to their jealouſies. 

The unbounded freedom of the ſavage who roams 
the woods muſt be' reſtrained when he becomes a citizen 
of orderly government, and from the neceſſity of the caſe 
muſt be much 'more ſo, when he ſubmirs to be a ſoldier. 
The individuals compoſing the army of America, could 
not at once paſs over from the full' enjoyment of civil 
liberty to the diſcipline of a camp, nor could the leading 
men in Congreſs for ſome time be perſuaded, t6 adopt 
energetic eſtabliſhments. * God forbid, would ſuch ſay, 
that the citizen ſhould be ſo far loſt in the ſoldiers of 
our army, that they ſhould give over longing for the en- 
joyments of domeſtic happineſs. Let frequent furloughs 
be granted, rather than the endearments of wives and 

children ſhould ceaſe to allure the individuals of our ar- 
my from camps to farms.” The amiablenefs of this prin- 
ciple, veiled the error of the ſentiment. The minds of 
the civil leaders in the councils' of America were daily 
occupied in contemplating the rights of human pature, 
and inveſtigating arguments on the principles of general 
liberty, to juſtify their own oppoſition to Great-Britain. 
Warmed with theſe ideas, they truſted too much to the 
virtue of their countrymen, and were backward to en- 
force that ſubordination and order in their army, which, 
though it intrenches on civil liberty, produces effects in 
the military line unequalled by the effuſions of parriotiſm, 
or the exertions of undiſciplined valor. 0 

The experience of two campaigns-evinced the folly of 
truſting the defence of the country to militia, or to levies 
raiſed only for a' few months, and had induced a reſolu- 
tion for recruiting an army for the war. The good ef- 
_ this meaſure will appear in the ſequel. 

7 The Gen gen of 1776 did not end, till it had been 

protracted 
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protracted into the firſt month of the year 1777. The Bri- 1777. 
tim had counted on the complete and ſpeedy reduction 


of their lace colonies, but they found the work more 
difficult of exccution, than was ſuppoſed. They wholly 
failed in their defigns on the ſouthern ſtates. In Canada 
they recovered what, in the preceding year, they had loſt 
---drove the Americans out of their borders, and deſtroyed 
their fleet on the lakes, but they failed in making their 
intended impreſſion on the northweſtern frontier of the 
ſtates. They obtained poſſeſſion of Rhode-Iſland, but 
the acquiſition was of little ſervice- perhaps was of de- 
triment. For near three years ſeveral thouſand men ſta- 
tioned thereon for its ſecurity, were loſt to every purpoſe 
of active co-operation with the royal forces in the field, 


and the poſſeſſion of it ſecured no equivalent advantages. 


The Britiſh completely ſucceeded againſt the city of New- 
York, and the adjacent country, but when they purſued 
their victories into New-Jerſey, and [ſubdivided their 
army, the recoiling Americans ſoon recovered the N 
part of what they had loſt. 

Sir William Howe, after having nearly reached Phila- 
delphia, was confined to limits ſo narrow, that the fee 
ſimple of all he commanded would not reimburſe the 
expence incurred by its conqueſt. 

The war, on the part of the Americans, was but barely 
begun. Hitherto they had engaged with temporary forces, 
for a redreſs of grievances, but towards the cloſe of this 
year they made arrangements ſor raiſing a permanent ar- 
my to contend with Great-Britain, for the ſovereignty of 
the country, To have thus far ſtood their ground, with 
their new levies, was a, matter of great importance, be- 
cauſe to them, delay was nn and not to be conquered 
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ha Of Independence, State Conflitutions, and the Confe- 
deration. ; | 


1,4 


VE: IN finer ages it was common 980 a part of a | commu 


Wn © nityto.migrate, and erect themſelves into an independ- 
ent ſociety. Since the earth has been more fully peopled, 
and eſpecially ſince the principles of Union have been 
better underſtood, a different policy has prevailed. A 

fondneſs for planting colonies has, for three preceding 
centuries, given full ſcope to a diſpoſition for emigration, 
and at the ſame time the emigrants have been retained in 
a connexion with their Parent State, By theſe: means 
Europe ans have made the riches both of the eaſt and weſt, 
ſubſer vient to their avarice and ambition. Though they 
occupy the ſmalleſt portion of the four quarters of the 
globe, they have contrived to ſubject the other _ to 
their influence or command. 

The circumſtances under which New-England was 
planted, would a few centuries ago have entided them 
from their firſt ſettlement, to the privileges of independ- 

ence. They were virtually exiled from - their native 

country, by being denied the rights of men · they ſet out 
on their own expence, and after purchaſing the conſent 
of the native proprictors, improved an uncultivated coun- 
try, to which, in the eye of reaſon and philoſophy, the 
king of England had no title. 

If it is law ful for individuals to relinquiſh theix native 
ſoil, and purſue their own. | happineſs, in other regions 
and under other political aſſociations, the ſettlers of New- 
England were always ſo far independent, as to owe no 
obedience to their Parent State, but ſuch. as reſulted from 
their voluntary aſſent. The fUlayiſh doctrine of the divine 
right of kings, and the corruptions ot chriſtianity, by un- 
dervaluing heathen titles, favoured an oppoſite ſyſtem, 

_ What for ſeveral centuries after the chriſtian era would 

have been called the inſtitution of a new government, 

was by modern refinement denominated only an exten- 
fion, of the old, in the form of a dependent colony. 

Wong the © ecclcbaſtical and political ren 
| tended 


k I 2 wv =D DD 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. EY 


tended to degrade! the condition of the ſettlers in New- 1777; 
England, yet there was always a party there which believed Yo 
in their natural right to independence. They recurred 
to firſt principles, and argued, that as they received from 
government nothing more than acharter, founded on ideat 
claims of ſovereignty, they owed it no other obedience 
than what was derived from expreſa, or implied compact. 
It was not till the preſent century had more than half 
clapſed, that it occurred to any number of the coloniſts; 
that they had an intereſt. in being detached from Great+ 
Britains Their attention was firſt turned to this ſubject, 
by the Britiſh claim of taxation. This opened a melans 
chaly proſpect, boundleſs in extent, and endleſs in duras 
tion. The Boſton port act, and the other acts, paſſed in 
1774, and 17735, which have been already the ſubject 
of comment, progreſſively weakened the attachment of 
the coloniſts to the birth place of their forefathers. The 
commenerment of hoſtilities ou the 19th of April, 1775, 
exhibited the Parent State in an odious point of view, aud 
abated the original dread of ſeparating from it. But ne- 
vertheleſs at that time, and for a twelve month after, 
a majority of the coloniſts wiſhed for no more than to be 
re-eſtabliſhed. as ſubjects in their antient rights. Had in- 
dependence been their object even at the commencement 
of hoſtilities, they would have reſcinded theſe affociations, 
which have been already mentioned and imported more 
largely than ever. Common ſenſe re volts at the idea, 
that coloniſts uufurniſhed with military ſtores, and wanting 
manufactures af every kind, ſhould at the time of their 
imendiog a ſerious ſtruggle for independence, by a vo- 
luntary agreement, deprive tbemſelves of the obvious 
means of procuring ſuch foreign ſupplies as their Circume 
ſtances might. make neceſſarꝝ . Inſtead of purſuing a line 
of conduct, which, might have heen dictated by a viſh for 
independence, they continued their exports for nearly a 
year after they ceaſed to import. This nat only leſſened 
ibe debts they owed to Great- Britain but furniſhed ady 
ditional means for carrying on the war againſt themſelves. 
To aim at independence, and at the ſame time to transfer 
"oy xelaurces.to their enemicy, could not have "is 
Tay 
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1777, the policy of an enlightened people. It was not till ſome 
de in 1776, thatthe coloniſts began to take other ground, 


and contend that it vas for their intereſt to be forever ſe- 
parated from Great-Britain- In favour of this opinion 
it was ſaid, that in caſe of their continuing ſubjects, the 
Mother country, though ſhe redreſſed their preſent griev- 
ances, might at pleaſure repeat fimilar opprefſions.--- 
That the ought: not to be truſted, having twice reſumed 
the exerciſe of taxation, after it had been apparently re- 
linquiſhed. The favourers of ſeparation alſo urged, that 
Great-Britain was jealous. of their increafing numbers, 
and riſing greatneſs· that ſhe would not exerciſe govern- 
ment for their benefit, but for her on. That the only 
permanent ſecurity for American happineſs, was to deny 
her the power of / interfering with their government or 
commerce. To effect this purpoſe they were of opinion, 
that it was neceſſary to cut the knot, which connected the 
two countries, by à public renunclatien: of * political 
connections between them. 

The Americans about this time began en infliienced 
by new views.---The military arrangements of the pre- 
ceding year- their unexpected union, and prevailing en- 
thuſiaſm, expanded the minds of their leaders, and ele - 
vated the ſentiments of the great body of their people. 
Deciſive meaſures which would have been 55h repro» 
bated, now met with approbation. 

The favourers of ſubordination under the Ae con- 
ſtitution urged the advantages of à ſupreme head, to 
control the diſputes of interfering colonies, and alſo 
the benefits which flowed from union- That indepen- 
dence was untried ground, and ſhould. not be — 
upon, but in the laſt extremityxy..t 1 

They flattercd themſelves: that Great - Britain was ſo 
fully convinced of the determined ſpirit of America, 
that if the preſent controverſy was compromiſed, ſhe 
would not at any future period, reſume an injurious ex- 
ereiſe of her ſupremacy. They were therefore for pro- 
ceeding no farther than to defend themſel ves in the cha- 
rater of ſubjects, truſting that ere long the preſent hoſ- 
i” meaſures would be relinquiſhed, and the —_— 
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of the two countries re · eſtabliſhned. The favourers of 6 1777. 
this ſyſtem were embarraſſed, and all their arguments 


weakened, by the perſeverance of Great- Britain in her 
ſchemes of coercion. ' A probable hope of a ſpeedy re- 
peat of à few acts of parliament, would have greatly 
increaſed the number of thoſe who were advocates for 
reconciliation.” But the certainty of intelligence to the 
contrary gave additional force ro the arguments of the 
oppoſite party. Though new weight was daily thrown 
into the ſcale, in, which the advantages of independence 
were weighed, yet ir did not preponderate till about that 
time in 1776, when intelligence reached the coloniſts 
of the act of parliament paſſed in December 1775, for 
throwing” them out of Britiſh protection, and of 
hiring foreign troops to affiſt in effecting their conqueſt. 
Reſpecting the firſt it was ſaid, * that protection and al- 
tegiance were reciprocal, and that the refuſal of the firſt 
was a legal ground of juſtificarion for withholding the 
hſt” They conſidered themſelves ro be thereby diſ- 
charged from their allegiance, and that to declare them- 
fetves independent, was no more than to announce to the 
world the real political ſtate, in which Great-Britain 
had placed them. This act proved that the coloniſts 
might conſtitutionally declare themſelves independent, but 
the hiring of foreign troops to make war upon them, 
demonſtrated the neceſſity of their doing it immediately. 
They reaſoned” that if Great Britain called in the aid of 
ſtrangers to eruſh them, they muſt ſeek fimilar relief for 
their own preſervation. But they well knew this could 
not be expected, while they were in arms againſt their 
acknowledged ' ſovereign. They had therefore only a 
choice of difficulties, and muſt either ſeek foreign aid 
as independent ſtates, or continue in the aukward and 
hazardous © ſituation of ſubjects, carrying on war 


from their ow reſources both againſt their king, and 


ſuch mercenaries as he choſe to employ for their fubju- 
gation.” ' Neceſſity nor choice forced them on the deciſi- 
on. Submiſſion without obtaining a redreſs of their 
grievances was advocared by none ho poſſeſſed the pub- 
lie confidence. Some of the popular leaders may have 

ſecretly 
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1777 tenen wiſhed for independence from the beginning of 
WR the controverſy, but their number was ſmall- 2 8 their 


ſentiments were not generally known. 
While the public mind was balancing on this eventful 
ſubjeR, ſeveral writers placed the advantages of indepen- 


dence in various points of view. Among theſe Thomas 


Paine in a pamphlet, under the ſiguature of Common 


Senſe, held the moſt diſtinguiſhed rank. The ſtile, man- 


ner, and language of this performance were calculated 
to intereſt the paſſions, and to rouſe all the active power: 
of human nature. With the view of operating on the 
ſentiments of a religious people, ſeripture was preſſed 
into his ſervice, and the powers, and even the name of 2 
king was rendered odious in the eyes of the numerous 
coloniſts. who had read and ſtudied the hiſtory of the 
Jews, as recorded in the Old Teſtament, The folly of 
chat people in revolting from a goverument, inſtituted by 
Heaven itſelf, and the oppreſſions to which they were 


ſubjected in conſequence of their luſting after kings to 
rule over them, afforded an excellent handle for pre- 


poſſeſſing the coloniſts in favour of - republican inſtituti- 
ons, and prejudicing them | againſt kingly government. 


Hereditary ſucceſſion was turned into ridicule. The 


abſurdity of ſubjecting a great continent to a ſmall iſland 
on the other fide of the globe, was repreſented in ſuch 


ſtriking language, as to intereſt the honor and pride of 


the coloniſts in reaouncing the government of Great-Bri- 
tain. | The neceſſity, the advantages, and practicability of 
independence, were forcibly demonſtrated. Nothing could 
be better timed than this performance.» It was addreſſed 
to freemen, ho had juſt received convincing proof, 
that Great- Britain had thrown them out of her protec- 
tion, had engaged foreign mercenaries to make war up- 


on them, and ſeriouſly deſigned to compel their uncon- 


ditional ſubmiſſion to her unlimited power. - It found 
the coloniſts moſt thoroughly alarmed for their liberties, 
and diſpoſed; to do and ſuffer any thing that promiſed 
their eſtabliſhment, In union with the feelings and ſen- 
timents of the people, it produced ſurpriũng effects. 


Many thouſands were convinced, and were led to approve 
and 
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and long for a ſeparation from the Mother Country. 1777. 
| Though that meaſure, a few months before, was not only 3 
foreign from their wiſhes, but che object of their abhorrence, 
the current ſuddenly became ſo ſtrong in its fayour, that it , 
bore down all oppoſition. The multitude was hurried down 
the ſtream, but ſome worthy men could not eaſily recon- 
cile themſelyes to the idea of an eternal ſeparation from a 
country, to which they had been long bound by the moſt 
endearing ties. They ſaw the ſword drawn, but could 
not tell when it would be ſheathed. They feared that 
the diſperſed individuals of the ſeveral colonies. would 
not be brought to coaleſce under au efficient government, 
and that after much anarchy ſome future Cæſar would 
graſp: their liberties, and confirm himſelf in a throne of 
deſpotiſm. They doubted the perſeverance of their 
countrymen in effecting their independence, and were alſo 
apprehenſive that in caſe of ſucceſs, their future condition 
would be leſs happy than their paſt. Some reſpectable 
individuals whoſe principles were pure, but whoſe ſouls 
vere not of that firm texture which revolutions require, 
ſhrunk back from the bold meaſures propoſed by their 
more advenrurous countrymen« To ſubmit without an 
appeal. to. Heaven, though ſecretly wiſhed: for by ſome, 
was not the avowed ſentiment of any. But to perſe- 
vere; in}, petitioning and reſiſting. was the ſyſtem of ſome 
miſguided honeſt | men. The favourers of this opinion 
were generally wanting in that deciſion which graſps at 
great objects, and influenced by that timid policy, which 
does its work by halves. Moſt of them dreaded the 
power of Britain. A few, on the ſeore of intereſt or an 
expectancy of favours from royal government, refuſed 
to.concur with the general voice. Some of the natives 
of the Parent State who, having lately ſettled in the co- 
logies, had not yet. exchanged European for American 
s, ideas, together with a few others, conſcientiouſly; op- 
ed paſed the meaſures of Congreſs: but the great bulk of 
* the people, and eſpecially of the ſpirited and indepen- 
ts. dent part of che community, came with ſurpriſing unani- 
ve nity. into the PROP of PI REES 5 | . 
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1776. The eagerneſs for independence reſulted more from 
feeling than reaſoning. The advantages of an unfettered 
trade, the proſpect of honours and emoluments in ad- 
miniſtering a new government, wers of themſelves inſuf- 
ficient motives for adopting this bold meaſure. But what 
was wanting from conſiderations of this kind, was made 
up by the perſeverance of Great-Britain, in her ſchemes 
of coercion and conqueſt. The determined reſolution of 
the Mother Country to ſubdue the coloniſts, together 
with the plans ſhe adopted for accompliſhing that pur- 
poſe, and their equally determined reſolution to appeal 
to Heaven rather than ſubmit, made a declaration of 
independence as neceſſary in 1776, as was the non-ſm- 
portation agreement of 1774, or the affumption of arms 
in 1775. The laſt naturally reſulted from the firſt; The 
revolution was not forced on the people by ambitious lea- 
ders graſping at ſupreme power, but every meaſure of 
it was forced on Congreſs, by the neceſſity of the caſe, 
and the voice of the people. The change of the public 
mind of America reſpecting connexion with Great-Bri- 
tain, is without a parallel. In the ſhort ſpace of two years, 
nearly three millions of people paſſed over from the love 
and duty of loyal 1 to the hatred and reſentment 
of enemies. 
The motion for dedirkig the colonies free and inde- 
June 7. pendent, was firſt made in Congreſs, by Richard Henry 
Lee of Virginia, He was warranted in making this mo- 
tion by the particular inſtructions of his immediate con- 
ſtitnents, and alſo by the general voice of the people of 
all the ſtates. When the time for taking the ſubject un- 
der conſideration arrived, much knowledge, ingenuity 
and cloquence were diſplayed on both fides of the queſ- 
tion. The debates weretontinued' for ſome time, and 
with great animation. In theſe John Adams, and John 
Dickinſon, took leading and oppoſite” parts. The for- 
mer began one of his ſpeeches, by an invocation of the 
god of eloquence, to aſſiſt him in defending the claims, 
and in enforcing the duty of his eountrymen. He ftrong]y 
urged the immediate diſſolution of all political connexion 
4 of the colonics with Great-Britain, from the voice of the 
- : people, 
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people, from the neceſſity of the meaſure in order to obtain 1776. 
foreign affitance, froma regard toconſiſtency, aud from the — 
proſpects of glory and happineſs, which opened beyond the 

war, to à free. and independent people. Mr. Dickinſog 

replied to this ſpeech. He began by obſerviag that the 
member from Maſſachuſetts (Mr. Adams) had introduced 

his defence of the declaration of independence by invok- 

ing an heathen god, but that he ſhould” begin his ob- 
jections to it, by folemo]y invoking the Governor of the 
Univerſe, ſo to influence the minds of the members of 
Congrels, that if the, propoſed meaſure was for the be- 

, nefix of America, nothing which he ſhould ſay againſt 

in, might make the leaſt impreſſion. He then urged 

that the preſent time was improper tor the declaration of 
independence, that the war might be conducted with 

equal vigor without it, that it would divide the Ame- 

ricans, and unite the people of Great- Britain againſt 

them, He them propoſed that ſome aſſurance ſhould 

be obtained of aſſiſtance from a foreign power, beforc | 
they. renounced, their connexion with Great- Britain, and | 
that the declaration of independence ſhould be the con- 
dition to be offered for this aſſiſtance. He likewiſe ſtared 
the diſputes that exiſted between ſeveral of. the colonics, 
and propoſed that ſome meaſures for the ſettlement, of 
them ſhould be determined upon, before they loſt fight 
of that tribunal, which had hitherto been the umpire of 
all their differences. 

After a full diſcuſſion, the meaſure of declaring the 
colonies free and independent was approved, by nearly an R 
unanimous: vote. The anniverſary of the day on which | | 
this great event took place, has ever ſince been conſe- = 
crated by the Americans to religious gratitude, and ſocial iN 
pleaſures. It is conſidered by them as the birth day of | 
their freedom. 

The act of the united colonies for ſeparating them- 
ſelves from the government of Great-Britain, and declar- — 
ing their independence, was expreſſed in the wist a n 
words : | | 
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When, in the courſe of human events, it becomes 
neceſſary for one people to diffolve the political bands 
i winch 
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which have connected them with another, atid to aſſüme 


among the powers of the earth, the ſeparate and equal 
ſtation to which the laws of nature and of nature's God 
entitle them, a decent reſpect to the opinions of mankind 
requires that they ſhould declare the cauſes an papel 
them to the ſeparation. 

We hold theſe truths to be ſelf-evident, chat all men 
are created/ equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain” unalicnable rights, that among theſe are life, 
liberty, and the purſuit of happineſs, ---Thar'to ſecure 
theſe rights, governments are inſtituted among men, de- 
riving their juſt powers from the conſent of the govern- 
ed; that whenever any form of government becomes deſ- 
tructive of theſe ends, it is the right of the people to 
alter or to aboliſh it, and to inſtitute new government, 
laying its foundation on ſuch principles, and organizing 
its power in ſuch form, as to them ſhall ſeem moſt like- 
ly to effect their ſafety and happineſs. Prudence, in- 
deed, will dictate that governments long | eſtabliſhed 


ſhould not be changed for light and tranſient cauſes; 
and accordingly all experience hath ſhewn, that mankind 


are more difpoſed to fuffer, while evils are ſufferable, 
than to right themſelves by aboliſhing the forms to Which 
they are accuſtomed. But when a long train of abuſes 
and uſurpations, purſuing itivariably the ſame object, 


evinces a deſign to reduce them under abſolute deſpot- 


iſm, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off fuch 
government, and to provide new guards for their future 


' ſecurity. Such has been the patient ſufferance of theſe 
colonies, and ſuch is now the neceffity which conftrains 


them to alter their former ſyſtems of government. The 
hiſtory of the preſent king of Great-Hrſtain is a hiſtory 
of repeated injuries and uſurpations, all having in di- 
rect object the eſtabliſhment of an abſolute tyranny over 
theſe ſtates, To prove this, let Tacs be ſubmitted 10 4 
candid world. 

He has refuſed his. aſſent to laws, the moſt whole ſome 
and neceſſary for the public good, 

He bas forbidden his governors to paſs laws of imme- 


diate and N importance, waleſs ſuſpended in their 


* N operation 
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ſo ſuſpended he nas viterly neglected to attend to them. 
e hat tefuſcd ts paſs other laws for the accommoda- 
tion of large diſtricts of people, unleſs thoſe people 
would relinquiſt the right of repreſentation in the le- 
iſlature, biet ineſtimable to them and e to | 
tyriſtits my. | 
He has called together legiſlative bodies at places — o | 
ſaal, "yhcomffortable, and diſtant from the depoſitory of 
their public records, for the ſole purpoſe. of fatiguing 
them into compfiahce with his meaſures, 
le has diffolved repreſentative houſes repeatedly, for 
oppoling, wick manly firmntfs, his invaſions on the 
rights of the people.” | 
: 
| 
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He has refuſed, ' for a long time after Tock diffolyti- 
ons, to cavfe others to be elected; whereby the legiſla- 
tive bowert, lucapable of - #thikilafion, hate returned 
to the people at large for their exerciſe; the ſtate re- 
maiting in the mean-time expoſed to all the danger « of : 
invaſion from without, and convulſions within. | 

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of theſe | 
ſtates; for that purpoſe obſtructiag the laws for natura- } 
lization of foreighers; refuſing to paſs others to encou- | 
rage their migration hither, and raifing the conditions 
of new appropriations of lands. 0 

He has obſtructed the adminiſtration of juſtice, by re- | 
fuling his aſſent to Jaws for eſtabliſhing judiciary powers. | 

| 


He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for 
the tenure of” their ollfices, and the amount and payment 
of their falaries. 

He has erected a multitude of | new offices, and ſend 
hither ſwarms of officers to haraſs out people, and eat 4 
out their ſubſtance. | 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Randing | 
armies, without the conſent of our legiſlatures. 

He has affe ed to render the military independent of, 
and ſuperior to, the civil power, 

He has combined with others to fubject us to a juriſ- 
diction foreign to our conſtitution, and unacknowledged 
by our laws ; giving his aſſent to their acts of pretended 
legiſlation; For 
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For cnt large bodies of armed troops among us: 
For protecting them, by a mock trial, from puniſh. 


ment for any murders which they ſhould commit on the 


inhabitants of theſe ſtates: 

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world. 

For impoſing taxes on us without our conſent: 

For depriving us, in many caſes, of the benefits of 
trial by jury: |. 

For tranſporting us beyond ſeas to be ed for pre · 
tended offences: ö 
For aboliſhing the free ſyſtem of Engliſh laws in a 
neighbouring” province, eſtabliſbing therein an arbitrary 
government, and enlarging its boundaries, ſo as to ren- 
der it at once an example and fir inſtrument for introduc- 
ing the ſame abſolute rule into theſe colonjes: 

For taking away our ctiarters, aboliſhing our. moſt Vas 
luable laws, and altering eerily the forms of our 

governments : 

For ſuſpending our own legiſlatures, and declaring 
themſelves inveſted with power to legiſlate for us in all 
caſes whatſoever. 

He has abditcated government. here, by. declaring us 
out of his protection, and waging war againſt us. 


| ; He has. plundered our ſeas, ravaged our coaſts, burnt 
| our towns, and deſtroyed the lives of our people. 


He is, at this time, tranſporting large armies of foreign 
mercenaries to complete the works of death, deſolation 
and tyranny, already begun with circumſtances of cruelty 
and perfidy, ſcarcely paralleled in the imoſt barbarous 
ages, and totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation. 

He has conſtrained our fellow-citizens, taken captive 


on the high ſeas, to bear arms againſt, their country, to 


become the exetutioners of their friends and brethren, or 


| qo fall themfelyes by their hands, 


He has excited domeſtic inſurrections inch us, and 
has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our fron- 
tiers the mercileſs-Indian ſavages, whoſe known rule of 
warfare is an undiſtinguiſhed deſtruction of all ages, {exc 
and conditions, 


I every ſtage of ou opprefions We haye e 
or 
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for redreſs in che moſt bumble terms: our repeated peti- 1776. 
tions have been anſwered only by repeated injury. A — 
prince, whoſe chargtter i is thus marked by every a& which 
may define a tyrant, is unfit. to be the ruler of a free 
ople 
Feier have we been wanting in attention to our Britiſh 
brethren. We haye warned them from time to time of 
attempts made by their legiſlature, to extend an unwar- 
rantable juriſdiction over us. We have reminded them 
of the circumſtances of our emigration and ſettlement 
here. We have appealed to their native juſtice and mag- 
nanimity, and we bave conjured them, by the ties of our 
common kindred, to diſavow theſe uſurpations, which 
would inevitably interrupt our connections and correſ- 
pondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of juſ- 
tice and of conſanguinity. We muſt, therefore, acquieſce 
in the neceſſity, which denounces our ſeparation, and 
hold them, as we hold the reſt of mankind, enemies in 
war, io peace, friends. | 
We, therefore, the repreſentatives of the United States 
of America, in General Congreſs aſſembled, appealing 
to the Supreme Judge ot the world for the rectitude of 
our intentions, do, in the name, and by authority of the 1 
good people of theſe colonies, ſolemnly publiſhand declare, 1 
that theſe United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, /4 
FREE and INDEPENDENT STATES; that they are 4 
abſolved from all allegiance to the Britiſn crown; and that all | 
political connection between them and the ſtate of Great- | 
Britain is and ought to be totally diſſolved; and that as 
free and independent ſtates, ' they have full power to, levy 
war, conclude peace, contract alliances, eſtabliſh com- 
merce, and to do all other acts and things which independ- 
ent ſtates may of right do. And for the ſupport of this 
declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Di- 
vine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our | | 
m_ our fortunes, and our ſacred honour. | | | 
| 
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Joux Habcock, Preſident. 
New: Hang ſbir Joſiah Bartlett, William Whipple, 
Matthew Thornton. Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Samuel 


* John Adams, Robert- Treat Paine, El- 
bridge 
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1724 |: brides Gerry. Rhade and, &c. Stephen Hop- 
> 1 „ins, William Ellery. ConneFticut, Roger Sher- 


man, Samuel Huntington, William Williams, 
Oliver Wolcott. New-York, William Floyd, Phi- 
| lip Livingſton, Francis Lewis, Lewis Morris. 
WMeu- Jerſey, Richard Stockton, John Wither⸗ 
ſpoon, Francis Hopkinſon, John Hart,  Abra- 
ham Clark. Pennſylvania, Robert Morris, Ben- 
jamin Ruſh, Benjamin Franklin, John Morton, 
George Clymer, James Smith, George Taylor, 
James Wilſon, George Roſs. Delaware, Cxſar 
Rodney, George Read. Maryland, Samuel Chaſe, 
William Paca, Thomas Stove, Charles Carroll, 
of Carrollton. Virginia, George Wythe, Richs 
ard Henry-Lee, Thomas Jefferſon, Benjamin 
Harriſon, Thomas Nelſon, jun. Francis Lightfoot 
Lee, Carter Braxton. North-Carolina, William 
Hooper, Joſeph Hewes, John Penn, South» 
Carolina. Edward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward, 
Jun. Thomas Lynch, jun. Arthur Middleton. 
Georgia, Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George 
Walton,” 

From the promulgation of this Jeclarmiibn, every 
thing aſſumed a new form, The Americans nv longer 
appeared in the character of ſubjects ia arms againſt their 
ſovereign, but as an independent people, repelling the at- 
tacks of an invading foe. The propoſitions and ſupplica- 
tions for reconciliation were done away. The diſpute was 
brought to a ſingle point, whether the late Britiſh colo- 
nies ſhould be conquered. provinces, or free and inde- 
pendent ſtates. 

The declaration of independence was read publicly i in 
all the ſtates, and was welcomed with many demonſtra- 
tions of joy. The people were encouraged, by it to bear 
up under the calamities of war, and viewed the evils they 
ſuffered, only as the thorn. that ever accompanies the roſe. 
The army received it, wich particular ſatisfaction. As far 
as it had validity, ſo far it ſecured them from ſuffering 
as rebels, and held out to their view an ohject, the attain- 


ment of which would be an adequate recompenſe for the 
toils 
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tolls and; dangers: of war. They were animated by the 1976. 
conGderatibo-:that they were no longer to riſque their 


lives for he trifling purpoſe of procuring = repeal of a 


few opprefiize' acta of parliament, but for a ne organi- 


_ zation:of goveriment, that would forever put it out of 
the flower of Great- Britain to oppreſa them. The flat- 


Britiſh. reſtrictions, aod the honours aud emoluments of 
ofice-in independent ſtates how; began to glitter before 


xetipg proſpects of an extenſive commerce, freed from 


theeyes of the coloniſts, and reconciled them to the Yit- 8 


ficultics ot their ſituation . What was ſuppoſeil in Great- 
Britain to be their primary object, had oaly secondary 
zuluence While zbey-were charged. with aiming at in- 
dependent from the impulſe of avarice and ambition, 
they. were ardently wiſhing for a, reconcitiation..' But, 
after they had been compelled to adopt that meaſure, 


tion which: the coloniſts at firſt ' dreaded ast an evil, they 
ſoon gloried in as a national bleſſing. While the rulers 
of. Great«Britain urged their people to à vigorous proſe- 
cytion of the American war, on the idea that the coloniſts 


necefliry: of adopting that very meaſure and actually ef- 


fected its accompliſhment- By repemedly charging the | 


Americans with aiming at the erection of a riew:govern- 
ment, aud by proceeding on that idea to ſualue them, 


true. When the declaration of indepeadence: reached 
_ GreatsBeitain the partiſans of miniſtry trinmphed in their 
ſagacity. The meaſure, ſaid they, - we have long fore- 
ſcen, is now come to paſs.” They inverted che HMatural 
order of things. Without reflecting that their oi policy 


the coloniſts, the declaration of independence was held 

out to the people of Great- Britain as a juſtification of 

thoſe previous violences, which were its. efficienricauſe. 
The act of Congreſs for diſſeveriug the colonies from 

fon Parent am was the a of 1 e 
* 44. "Dy. s * 
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theſe powerful principles of human actions oppoſed its 
raraQion, and ſtimulatedꝭ to ita ſupport. That ſcpara- 


were aiming at independence, they impoſted on them a 


predictions which were originally falſe, eventually became 


had forced a revolution contrary to the original deſgu of 
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1776. The coloniſts were ſaid to have been precipitate in 2 
ngaopting a mesſure, from which there was no honourable 
ground gf retreating. They replied that for eleven years 
they had been inceſſantly petitioning he throne for a re- 
dreſs of their grievances. Since the year 1765, a conti- 
nental Congreſs: had at three fandry times ſtated their 
claims, and prayed for their conſtitutional rights That 
each aſſembly of the thirteen colonies. had alſo, in its ſe- 
parate capacity, concurred iu the fame meafure.— That 
ftirom the perſeverance of Great-Britain in her ſchemes 
for their icoercion, they had no alternative, but à mean 
ſubmiſſion, or a vigorous reſiſtance; and that as ſhe was about 
to invade their coaſts with a large body of mercenaries, 
they were compelled to declare themſelves independent, 
that they might be put into ag: 1 e ne for ſo- 
liciting foreiga aid. 

The virulence of thoſe 05 had been . to 
© » - - -the claims/ of che coloniſts, ws increaſed by their bold 
>, at in breaking off all ſubordination to che Parent State. 
1 « Great- Britain, ſaid they, has founded colonies at great 

05 expence· has incurred a load of debt by wars on their ac- 
| count has protected their commerce, and raiſed them 
ob all the conſequence they poſſeſe, and now in the inſo- 
lence of adult years, rather than pay their proportion of 
the common expences of government, they ungratefully 
renounce'all connexion with the nurſe of their youth, and 
the protectreſs of their riper years.” The Americans 
acknowledged that much was due to Great-Britain, for 
the protection which her navy procured to the coaſts, and 
the commerce of the colonies, but contended that much 
was paid by the latter, in conſequence of the reſtrictions 
impoſed: on their commerce by the former. The charge 
2 of ingratitude would have been juſt, faid they, ** had alle - 
giance been renounced while protection was given, but 
| when the navy, which formerly ſecured the commerce 
and ſeaport towns of America, began to diſtreſs the form- 
er, aud to burn the latter, the previous obligations to-obey 
or be grateful, were no longer in force.“ 
That be coloniſts paid nothing, and would hot Day to 
8 the ſupport of government, was confidently aſſerted, and 
| Ot, wo BY 
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no credit was given for. the ſums. indirectly levied upon 1776. 
them; in conſequence of their being confined to the con- 
ſumption of Britiſh manufactures. By ſuch ilfounded 2 
obſervations were the people of Great- Britain inflamed 
againſt their fellow ſubjects in America. The latter were 
repreſented as an ungrateful people, refuſing'to bear any 
part of the expences of à protecting government, or to 
pay their proportion of à heavy debt, faid to be incurred 
on theit account. Many of the inhabitants of Great - Bri- 
tain deceived in matters of fact, conſidered their Ameri- 
can brethren as deſerving the ſeverity of military coer- 
cion. So ſtrongly were the two countries rivetted toge- 
ther, that if the whole truth had been known to the 
people of both, their ſeparation would have been ſcarce- 
ly poſſible.” Any feafible plan by which ſubjection to 
Great-Britain could have been reconciled with Ameri- 
canſafety, would at any time, previous to 1776, have 
met the approbation of the coloniſts. But while the luſt 
of power and of gain, ' blinded the rulers. of Great-Bri- 
rain, miſtated facts and uncandid repreſentations brought 
over their people to ſecond the infatuation. A few ho- 
neſt men properly authoriſed, might have deviſed mea- 
ſures of compromiſe, which under the influence of truth, 
humility and moderation, would haye prevented a diſ- 
memberment of the empire; but theſe virtues ceaſed to 
influence, and falſehood, haughtineſs and blind zeal uſurp- 
ed their places. Had Great-Britain, even after the de- 
claration of independence, adopted the magnanimous re- 
ſolution of declaring her colonies free and independent 
ſkates, Intereſt would have prompted them to form ſuch a 
connexion as would have ſecured to the Mother Country 
the advantages of their commerce, without the expence 
or trouble of their governments. But miſguided politics 
continued the fatal ſyſtem of coercion and conqueſt. _ 
Several on both fides of the Atlantic, have called the de- 
claration of independence, n bold, and accidentally, a 
lucky ſpeculation,” but ſubſequent events proved, that it 
was a wiſe meaſure: It is acknowledged, that it detatch- 
ed ſome timid friends from ſupporting the Americans in 
their PTR 10 Syeat-Beitali, but it inereaſed the 
vigour 
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52 1776, vigour undd Unit or thoſe,/ who poſſeſſed more fortitude. 
GYM and perſtveratce:! Without it, the coloniſts would have 
| had no objet adequate to the daagers to which they ex- 
poſed themſelves, in continuing to contend with Great. 
Britain. If che interference of France was noceſſary to 
ET! _ givs ſucceſs to the reſiſtante of the Americans, the decla- 
nation of independence was alſomecefiary, for the French 
expreſsly founded the propriety of their treaty with Con- 
reſs on the circumſtance,” that they found v United 
ates in poſſe ſſton of independence.” 
All political connexion between Great-Brinain "hy . 
colonies being diſſolved, the inſtitution of new forms of go- 
vernment became unavoidable. The neceſſity of this was, 
May 1 5: 10 urgent that Congreſs, before the declaration of indepen- 
dience, had recommended to the reſpective afſemblies and 
conventionsof the United States, to adopt ſuch governments 
as ſnould, in their opinion, beſt conduce to the bappineſs 
and ſafety of their conſtituents. During more than twelve 
months the coloniſts had been held together by the force of, 
antient habits, and by laws under the ſimple ſtile of recom · 
mendations. The impropriety of proceeding in couris of 
juſtice by the authority of a ſovertign, againſt whom the 
colonies were iu arms; was ſelf- evident. The impoſſibi- 
ty of governing, for any length of time, three millions 
of people, by the ties of honour, without the authority 
of law, was equally apparent. The rejection of Britifh 
ſoyereignty therefore drew after it the neceſſity of: fixing 
en ſome other principle of goyeroment. - The genius of 
the Americans, their republican habits and ſentimests, 
naturally led them to ſubſtitute the majeſty of the people, 
in lieu of diſcarded royalty. The kingly office was dropped, 
but in moſt of the ſubordinate departments of government, 
antient rorms and names were retained-./ Such a portion 
of power had at all times been exerciſed by the people 
and their repreſentazives, that the change of ſovercignty 
was hardly perceptible, and the revolution took place 
without violence or convulſion. Popular elections ele- 
vated private citizens to the fame offices, which for- 
merly had been tonferred by royal appointment. The 
people felt an/upiaterrupred continuation of the W 
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of law and government under old names, though derived 1776. 
from a new ſovereignty, and were ſcarcely ſenſible of any OY 


change in their political conftizution. + The checks and 
balances which reſtrained the popular aſſemblles under, 
the royal government, were partly dropped, and partly 
retained, by ſubſtituting ſomething of the ſame kind. The 
temper of the people would not permit that any one man, 
dowever exalied by office, or diſtiagvilked' by abilities, 
ſhould have à argative on the declared ſenſe of a majority 
of their repreſentatives, but the experience. of all ages 
had taught them che danger of lodging all power in one 
body of men. A ſecond branch of legiſlature, conſiſting 
Wof few ſelect perſons, under the name of ſenate, or 


council,. was therefore conſtituted in eleven of the thir- 


teen ſtates, and their concurrence. made neceſſary to give 
the validity of law to the acts of a more numerous br 


eus went one Rep farther. The former conſtituted a 
ouncil of reviſion, conſiſting of che governor and the 
beads pf judicial departments, on whoſe objecting to any 
propoſed law, a reconſideration became neceflary, and 


unleſs it was confirmed by two thirds of both houſes, it 


could have no operation. A fimilar power was given to 
the governor of Maſſachuſetts. Georgia and Pennſylva- 
nia. were the only ſtates whoſe, legiſlature conſiſted. of 
only one brauch. Though many in theſe Rates, and g ma» 
rity in all the others, ſaw and acknowledged the propriety 


of a compounded legiſlature, yet the mode of creating two 


branches out of a homogeneous maſs of people, was a 
matter of difficulty, No diſtinction of ranks cxiſted in 


the colonies, and node were entitled to aby rights, but, 


ſuch as were chm aon to all. Some poſſeſſed more wealth 
Withan others, but riches and ability were not always affa» 
ciated. Ten of che eleven ſtates, whoſe legiſlatures con- 


ſiſted of two branches, ordained chat the members of both 
mould be elected by the people, This rather made two 


co-ordinate houſes of repreſentatives than a check on 3 
hogle one, by the moderation of a ſelect few. Maryland 
adopted” a iogylar plan for conſtitutiog an independent 
ſenate. * her chmee tho members of chat body 

| vert 


pf popular repreſentatives. New-York and Maſſachu- { 
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Wa houſe of delegates held their ſeats only for ove. The 


number of ſenators was only fifteen, and they were all 


elected indiſeriminately from the inhabitants of aby part 


of the ſtate, excepting that nine of them were to be reſi- 
dents on the weſt, and fix on the eaſt fide of the Cheſa- 
peak Bay. They were elected not immediately by the 
people, but by electors, two from each county, appointed 
by the inhabitants for that ſole purpoſe. By theſe regula- 
tions the ſenate of Maryland conſiſted of men of influence, 
integrity and abilities, and fuch as were a real and bene- 
ficial check on the haſty proceedings of a'more numerous 


branch of popular repreſentatives. The laws of that 


ſtate were well digeſted, and its intereſt ſteadily purſued 
with a' peculiar unity of ſyſtem ; while elſewhere it too 
often happened in the fluQuation of public afſemblies, and 
where the legiſlative department was not ſufficiently 
checked, that paſſion and party ann over prin- 


ciple and public good. - 


\ / Pennſylvania inſtead of a legiſlative — or ſenate, 
adopted the expedient of publiſhing bills after the ſecond 
reading, forthe information of the Inhabitants, This had 


_ its advantages and diſadvantages. It prevented the pre- 
eipitate adoption of new regulations, and gave an oppor- 


tunity of aſcertaining the ſenſe of the people on thoſe 
laws by which they were to be bound ; but it carried the 
ſpirit of diſcuſſion into every corner, and diſturbed the 


peace and harmony of neighbourhoods. By making the 


buſineſs. of government the duty of every man, it drew 
off the attention of many from the "Rwy pry of their 


reſpective buſineſſes. ny 


The ſtate of Pennſylvania alſo: adopted Wer e con- 
ſtitution peculiar to itſelf, under the denomination of a 


council of cenfors. | Theſe were to be cholen once every 


ſeven years, and were authoriſed to enquire whether the 


y conſtitution had been preſerved---whethey the legiſlative 
and executive branch of government, had performed their 
duty, or aſſumed to themſelves, or exerciſed other or 


greater powers, than thoſe to which they were conſtitution- 
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been zuuy laid and collected, and in what manner the 1776. 
public monies had been diſpoſed of; and whether the las 


had been duly executed. However excellent this inſtitu- 


tion may appear in theory, it is doubtful whether in prac». 


tice it will anſwer any valuable end. It moſt. certainly 


opens a door for diſcord, and furniſhes abundant matter 


for periodical altercation. Either from the diſpoſition 
of its inhabirants; its form of government, or ſome other 
cauſe; the people of Pennſylvania have conſtantly been in 
a ſtate of fermentation. The end of one public controverſy, 
has been the beginning of another, From the collifion of 


parties, the minds of the citizens were ſharpened, and their 


active powers improved, but internal harmony has been 
unknown. They who were out of place, ſo narrowly 
watched thoſe who were in, that nothing injurious to the 
public could be cafily effected, but from the fluctuation 
of power, and the total want of permanent ſyſtem, no- 
thing great or laſting could with ſafety be undertaken, or 


proſecuted to effect. Under all theſe-diſadvantages, the 
ſtate flouriſhed, and from the induſtry and ingenuity of its 
inhabitants acquired an unrivalled aſcendeney in ars 


and manufactures. This muſt in a great meaſure be aſ- 
cribed to the influence of. habits, of order and-induſtry, 
that had long prevailed. 

The Americans agreed in appointing a ſupreme exe» 
cutive head to each ſtate, with the title either of governor 
or preſident. They alſo agreed jn deriving the Whole 


powers of government, either mediately or immediatelß 
from the people. In the caſtern ſtates, and in New-York, 


their governors were elected by the inhabitants, in their 


reſpective towns or counties, and in the other ſtates by the 


legiſlatures: but in no caſe was, the ſmalleſt tittle of 
power exercifed from hereditary right. New-York was 
the only ſtare. which inveſted its governor with exccu» 


tive authority without a council. Such was the extreme 


jealouſy of power which pervaded the American ſtates, 
that they did not thiak proper to truſt the man of cheir 
choice with the power ot executing their own determi- 


nations, without obliging him in many caſes to take the 


advice of ſuch counſellors as they thovghr proper to no- 
. * * minate. 
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1776. Ainstes The diſadvantages of this wum 
nne its advantages Had the governors ſuccerded 
by hereditary right, a council would have been often ne- 
_ceſſary to ſupply the real want of abilities, but when an 
individual had been ſelected by the people as the fitteſt 
perſon for diſcharging the duties of this high depart- 
ment, to fetter him with a council was eitlier to leſſen his 
capacity of doing good, or to furniſh him with a ſkreen 
for doing evil. it deſtroyed the ſecrecy, vigor and _dif- 
tch, which the executive power ought to poſſeſs, and 
y making governmental acts the acts of a body, dimi- 
niſhed individual reſponſibility. In ſome ſtates it greatly 
enhanced the expences of government, and in all retard - 
ed its operations, without any equivalent advantages. 
_ New-York in another particular, diſplayed political ſa- 
— gacity ſuperior to her neighbours. This was in her coun- 
cil of appointment, conſiſting of one ſenator from each 
of her four great election diſtricts, authoriſed to defig- 
nate proper perſons for filling vacancies in the executive 
departments of government. Large bodies are far from 
being the moſt proper depofiraries of the power of ap- 
pointing to offices. The affiduous attention of candi- 
bes dates is too apt to biaſs the voice of individuals in popular 
5 aſſemblies. Beſides in ſuch appointments, the reſpon- 
Ability for the conduct of the officer, is in a great mea- 
ſure annihilated. The concurrence of à ſclect few on 
. , the nomination of one, ſeems à more eligible mode 
for ſecuring a proper choice, than appointments made 
other by one, or by a numerous body,. In the former 
caſe there would be danger of favoritiſm, in the latter 
that modeſt unaſſuming merit would 1 in 

favour of the forward and obfequious, u 

A rotation of public officers made a part of moſt of 
had American conftitutions. Frequent elections were re- 

. quired by all, but ſeveral ill farther, and deprived the 
clectors of the power of continuing the ſame office in 
the ſame hands, after a ſpetißed length of time, Young 

politicians ſuddenly called from the ordinary walks of 

_ Aife, to make laws and inſtitute forms of government, 


. 35 wrd their intention to the hiſtories of ancient repub- 
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nes and the writings of fpeculative men on the ſubject 176. 


of government. This led them into many errors and 
occaſioned them to adopt ſundry opinions, unſuitable to 
the Rare of ſociety in America, and en to the ge- 
nius of real republicaniſm. | 

The principle of rotation was carried ſo far, that in 
ſome of the ſtates, public officers in ſeveral departments 
ſcarcaly knew their official duty, till they were obliged to 
retire and give place to others, as ignorant as they had 
been on their firſt appointment. IF offices had been infti- 
tuted for the benefit of the holders, the policy of diffufing 
theſe benefits would have been proper, but inſtituted as 


they were for the convenience of the public, the end was 


marred by ſuch frequent changes. By confining the ob- 
jects of choice, it diminiſhed the privileges of electors, 
and frequently deprived them of the liberty of chooſing the 
man who, from previousexperience, was of all men the moſt 
ſuitable. The favourers of this ſyſtem of rotation con- 
tended for it, as likely to prevent a perpetuity of office 
and 'power in the ſame 'individual or family, and as a 
ſecurity againſt hereditary honours. ' To this it was re- 
plied, that free, fair and frequent elections were the 
moſt natural and proper ſecurities, for the liberties of 
the people. It produced a more general diffafion of po- 


litical knowledge, but made more ſmatterers than adepts 


in the ſcience of government. 


As a farther ſecuriry for the continuance of republican 


principles in the American conſtitutions, they agreed in 
prohibiring all hereditary honours and diſtinctiom of ranks. 


It was one of the peculiarities of theſe new forms of 


government, that all religious eſtabliſhments were abo- 


liſhed. Some retained a conſtitutional diſtinction between 
Chriſtians and others, with reſpett to eligibility to office, 


but the idea of ſupporting one denomination at the ex- 
pence of others, or of raiſing any one ſect of proteſtants to 
legal pre- eminence, was univerſally reprobated. The al- 
liance between church and ſtate was completely broken, 
and each was left to ſupport itſelf, independent of the other. 

Tue far famed ſocial compact between the people 
and their rulers, did not apply to the United States. The 
| Y y . ſovereignty 
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N 1776. ſovereignty was in the people. In their ſovereign capacity 
9 by their repreſentatives, they agreed on forms of go- 
vernment for their own ſecurity, and deputed certain 
individuals as their agents to ſerve them in public ſtati- 
ons agrecably to (GC 228 which they 4 25007 for 

their conduct. 

The world his not hiking exhibſted ſo fair an op- 

portunity for promoting ſocial happineſs. It is hoped 
for the honor of human nature, that the reſult will prove 
the fallacy of thoſe theories, which ſuppoſe that man- 
kind are incapable of ſelf government. The ancients, 
not knowing the doctrine of repreſentation, were apt in 
their public meetings to run into confuſion, but in Ame- 
rica this mode of taking the ſenſe of the people, is fo 
+ well underſtood, and ſo completely reduced to ſyſtem, that 
its moſt populous ſtates are often peaceably convencd in an 
aſſembly of deputies, not too large for orderly delibera- 
tion, and yet repreſenting the. whole in equal proporti- 
ons Theſe popular branches of legiſlature are mi- 
niature pictures of the community, and from the mode 
of their election are likely to be influenced by the ſame 
intereſts and feelings with the people whom they repre- 
ſent. As a farther ſecurity for- their fidelity, they are 
bound by every law they make for their conſtituents. 
The aſſemblage of theſe circumſtances gives as great a 
ſecurity that laws will be made, and government admi- 
niſtered for the good of the people, as can be expected 
from the imperfection of human inſtitutions. 

In this ſhort view of the formation and eſtabliſhment of 
the American conſtitutions, e behold our ſpecies in a new 
ſituation. In no age before, and in no other country, did 

man ever poſſeſs an election of the kind of government, 

under which he would chooſe to live. The conſtituent 
parts of the antient free governments were thrown to- 
gether by accident. The freedom of modern European 
governments was, for the moſt part, obtained by the con- 
ceſſions, or liberality- of monarchs,” or military leaders. 
In America alone, reaſon and liberty concurred in the 
formation of conſtitutions. It is true, trom the infancy 
of Politieal knowledge 1 in the United Lene, there were 
| many 
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many defects in their forms of government. But in one 1776. 
thing they were all perfect. They left the people in the 


power of altering and amending them, whenever they 
pleaſed; In this happy peculiarity they placed.che ſcienco 
of politics on a footing with the ather ſciences,. by open- 
ing it to improvements from experience, and the diſcoveries 
of future ages. By means of this power of amending 
American conſtitutions, the friends of mankind have fond- 
ly hoped that oppreſſion will one day be no more, and 


that political eyil will at leaſt be prevented or reſtrain- - 


ed with as much certaitity, by a proper combination or 
ſeparation of power, as natural evil is leſſened or prevented 
by che application of the knowledge or ingenuity of man 
to domeſtic purpoſes.” No part of the hiſtory of antient 


or modern Europe, can furniſh a fingle fact that mili- 


tates againſt this opinion, fince in none of its govern- 
ments have the principles of equal repreſentation and 
checks been applied, for the preſervation of freedom. 
On theſe two pivots are ſuſpended the liberties of moſt 
of the ſtates, Where they are wanting, there can be no 
ſecurity for liberty, where they exiſt they render any far- 
ther ſecurity | unneceflary. | * | 
The rejection of Britiſh ſovereignty not only involved. 
a neceſſity of erecting independent conftirutions, but of ce- 
menting the whole United States by ſome common bond of 
union. The act of independence did not hold out to the world 
thirteen ſovereign ſtares, but a common ſovereignty of the 
whole in their united capacity. It therefore became ne- 
ceſſary to run the line of diſtinction, between the local 
legiſlatures, and the aſſembly of the ſtates in Congreſs. A 
committee was appointed for digeſting articles of confede- 
ration between the ſtates or united colonies, as they were 
then called, at the time the propriety of declaring inde- 
pendence was under debate, and ſome weeks previouſly 
to the adoption of chat meaſure, but the plan was not 
for ſixteen months after ſo far digeſted, as to be ready for 
commu nication to the ſtates. Nor was it finally ratified 
by the acceffion of all the ſtates, till nearly three years 
more had elapſed. In diſcuſſing its articles, many difficult 


queſtions occurred. One was to aſcertain the ratio of 


contributions 
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wat. contributions from each ſtatc. Tv principles prefented 
—_TYY themſelves, numbers of people, and the value of lands. 


The laſt, was preferred as being the trueſt barometer of 
the wealth of nations, but from an apprehended imprac- 


_ ticability of carrying it into effect, it was ſoon relinquiſhed, 


and recurrenee bad to the former. That the ſtates ſhould 
be, repreſented in proportion. to their i importance, was 
contended: for by thoſe who had extenſive territory, but 
they who were confined to ſmall dimenſions, replicd, that. 
the ſtates. confederated as individuals, in a ſtate of nature, 
and ſhould therefore have equal votes. From fear of 
weakening their exertions againſt the common enemy, the 
large ſtates for the preſent yielded the point, and con- 
ſented that each ſtate ſhauld have an equal ſuffrage. 

It was not caſy to define the power of the ſtate legiſ- 


 latures, ſo as to prevent a claſhing between their ju- 


riſdiction, and that of. the general government. On 
matyre- deliberation it was thought proper, that the 
former ſhould be abridged of the power. of formiog 
any other confederation or alliance---of laying on any 
impoſts or duties that might interfere with treaties made 


by Congreſs---or keeping up any veſſels of war, or grant - 


ing letters of marque or repriſal. The powers of Con- 
greſs were alſo defined. Of theſe the principle were as 
follows: To have the ſole and excluſive right of deter - 
mining on peace and war- of ſending and receiving am- 
bafladors---of entering into treaties and alliances, - —of 
granting letters of marque and repriſal in times of peace. 
To be the laſt reſort on appeal, in all diſputes between 
two or more ſtates---to have the ſole and excluſive right 
of regulating the alloy and value of coin, of fixing the 
ſtandard of weights and meaſures regulating the trade 
and managing all affairs with the Indians---cſtabliſhing 
and regulating poſt offices---to borrow. money or emit 
bills on the credit of the United States to build and 
equip a navy to agree upon the number of land forces, 
and to make requiſitions from each. ſtate for its quota of 
men, in proportion to the number of its white inhabitants, 

No coercive power wWas given to the general' goyern- 


ment, en it inveſted with any legiſlative powet over 
individuals 
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individuals; but only over ſtates in their corporate ca» 1576, 
ity. As at the time the articles of confederation were wo 


propoſed for ratification, the Americans had little or no 
regular commercial intercourſe with foreign nations, a 
power to regulate trade or to raiſe a revenue from it, 
though both were effential to the welfare of the union, 
made no part of the federal ſyſtem. To remedy this 
and all other defectu, a door was left open for introducing 
farther proviſions, ſuited to future circumſtances. 

The articles of confederation were propoſed at a time 
when the citizens of America were young in the ſcience 
of politics, and when a commanding ſenſe of duty, en- 
forced by the preflure of a common danger, precluded the 
neceſſity of a power of compulſion. The enthuſiaſm of 
the day gave ſuch credit and currency to paper emiſ- 
ſions, as made the raiſing of ſupplies an eaſy matter. 
The ſyſtem of federal government was therefore more 
calculated for what men then were, under theſe circum+ 
ſtances, than for the languid years of peace, when ſel - 
fiſhneſs uſurped the place of public ſpirit, and when ere. 
dit no longer afliſted, in providing for the exigencies of 
government. | 

The experience of a few years after the termination 
of the war, proved, as will appear in its proper place, 
that a radical change of the whole ſyſtem was neceſſary, 
jo the good government of the United States. 


THE END OF THE FIRST YOLUME; 
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